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The Ash Society

The White Cliffs of Dover
Newly opened Tunnels and the Deep
Fan Shelter
Gordon Wise from National Trust

Meeting in AshVillage Hall
Thursday 19™ March 2017 at 7.30pm

For further information telephone 01304 813261

g L.,
Just One More & piece band presents

Jayne Spicer
Memorial Fundraiser Dance
18"™ March 2017
7:30pm - 11:00pm
At the Ash Village Hall

Tickets £10

Available from Barry please call: 0781 368 64638 or
from any shops displaying this {lyer,

American Supper
{being your own food and deiak)

Rauing money for the THANET Pilgrims Hospice who
comforted Jayne Spicer in har last few weeks.
The band Just One More played many times for Jayne 1o raise

money for the village and we thought we'd fike 1o give a lintle
back.

All proceeds will go to the THANEY Hospice who operate
entirely on public donations.

Sandwich Concert Band

Presemts

From Park to Prairie
Music with an American Plavo{ur
tastirng "'j,‘,:'":é-fanmmum« Band

March 2017 at 7:30pm
St Nicholas’ Church
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Sunday 8th March

Ash Heritage Group
Spving Lecture « Ash Vilage Hal

Bryan Faussett: Antiquary
Extraordinary
A presentation by Dr David Wright

Tuesday 117 Apil, 7.30 pm
Admission £3 « Al Wolcome
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é ..and lots more.

Chequer Inn Pub Night

The Chequer Inn Ash Society are holding another g

Chaguer Irn Pub Night on Friday 10th March. This pub
right ceincides with British Pie Week and we will be
serving a selection of lecally made meat and vegetarian
ples to accompany your favourite beer or wine. It can't
be disputed that the pie is a staple in scene of the beat
British food we have. Why? Because they are traditional:
pust like the Chequer Inn?

Sometimes on a really cold right all you wart 1o do is
tuck in to a lovely steak ple, 30 come 10 Cheguer Inn
Pub Night and try the pées! Mmm... The standard for
Britiah coaling is high and our pies will be sourced from
well-known local ple makers. And the proof Is In the ple!
‘We will be welcoming customers from €pm when the bar
Wil be open for service. Food will be offered from
6.30pm. Beer from local brewerles Gadds and Ripple
Steam will be available on tap.

The male singing trio “Our Wiy™ will be entertaining the
pub singing tunes from the Swing Era (Sinatra and the
Rat Pack style).

You will also hear about the launch of the Chequer inn
share offer during the course of the evening and have
your opportunity 10 ask questions.

Drinks ~ Ples ~ Music ~ Singing ~ Fun
Please come along to support us and ENJOY!

E——

Part of the Canonry Benefice of
Ash 1 Chillenden 1 Elmstone T Goodnestone
Preston T Stourmouth i Wingham



Useful Contacts

Service
Emergencies

999

Community

Healthcare

Education

Transport

Organisation/Name

Gas Emergency (24hrs)
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)

PCSO Amy Youden
amy.youden@kent.pnn.police.uk

Non-urgent and other enquiries
Community Warden Team
Neighbourhood Watch
porterl18@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers

Community Safety Dover
Consumer Direct

Childline

Kent County Council

Dover District Council

Craig Mackinlay MP

Ash Parish Council Clerk
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
Social Services

Ash Village Hall Enquiries
Environmental Health
Trading Standards

Ash Library

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)

Out of Hours Doctor Service

Ash Surgery

Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey

Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faithos
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger

Nati onal Rai |
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

Contact

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999

101 or emaill

101
07811 271 299

Martin Porter - emaill

0800 555111
01304 872220
01845 4040506
0800 1111
08458 247247
01304 821199
01843 589266
01304 832909
0844 8487978
01304 204915
01304 851967
01304 872215
0845 4040506
01304 812440

111 or www.nhs.uk

0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

01227 772992
01304 812539

Sc hoo01304 813409

01304 610000

Ma n wo o@L804 618286h 0 o |
Tr GBYLR004950c k er E

0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editor ~
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Welcome to the February magazine

Inside this issue
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Contacts

Clergy

Revdédd David Moul
The Vicarage, Qu
Ash

01304 812296

Revdod Nigel Hal e
01304 813161

R e v ©hdis Brewer
01227 721530

Benefice Administrator

Shannon Pemberton
07505 331832

Copy for the next edition of the
magazine should be sent to
Eddie Newall, 17 Guilton, Ash, or
enewall1944 @talktalk.net by
Monday 13 March.

This magazine is produced by St.
Nicholas Parish Church. We
welcome items from individuals
and village organisations. All items
should come with a note

of the contribu
editor reserves the right both to
edit and not to publish anything he
receives. Items on church matters
do not represent the official
position of the Church of England.

Products and services advertised
have not been tested and are not
endorsed by the Parish Church.

Send advertising enquiries to
agfoat@gmail.com .
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Church Services and Events
St Nicholas6Parish Church

Every Sunday 8.00am
First Sunday of Month  10.30am
Other Sundays 10.30am

Second Sunday of Month 3.00pm
Fourth Sunday of Month  4.00pm

www.s8nicholas.org.uk

Holy Communion

All Age Worship

Holy Communion

Messy Church

Contemporary Worship Service

Wednesdays 10.00am Holy Communion
Tuesdays to Fridays 8.00am Morning Prayer
Sunday Services during March (apart from 8.00am Holy Communion)
Sunday 5 10.30am All Age Family Service
Sunday 12 10.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 12 3.00pm Messy Church
Sunday 19 10.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 26 10.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 26 4.00pm Contemporary Worship Service
Messy Church
The theme for Messy Church 1in

based on Matthew 13 v 44-46. We thought about what we think of as
treasure today and how it can mean different things to different people 1
perhaps money, a mansion, designer clothes or a favourite picture of a
loved one. Our activities however were focused on the greatest treasure
we can ever hope to find: The Kingdom of Heaven.

We enjoyed going on a treasure hunt, we hunted in sand to find the
buried treasure, and we decorated biscuits by icing on a shell complete
with pearl. We also made our own oyster shell and pearl using egg boxes
and thought about the most precious thing that we have. We then came
together for our informal worship time and then enjoyed a bring and share
tea.

We meet again on Sunday 12th March at our usual time of 3pm when
our theme wil!/l be o6The
and we will be thinking about how does forgiveness really work? We hope
to see you there!

Jenny Taylor

F €
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The Parish Letter

Thi s monthoés | etter egranceé nes t he mea
O Potsrtut hd asi de, It I s fascinating
whil st ot hers are discarded. Ther e

becoming simply over-used and under-inspected. For instance, tripping the
word tolerance off our tongues makes us sound right-on and creedal in
secular orthodoxy, but what exactly do we mean? As a lodestar for public
life, it is ephemeral. There is a sense of accepting other people under
sufferance; a lurking resentment consistent with our passive-aggressive
natur e. GK Chesterton said that otol e
out and so the enthronement of tolerance as the supreme public virtue may
only betray the paucity of our care

At its best, tolerance allows space in life for other peopl e 6 s bel i
behaviour. It is the lack of debate around its limits which is surprising and
which has exposed us to some anti-democratic rhetoric. There are
boundaries to what we tolerate lest people are hurt. A rapidly evolving rule

of law shows we have a very finely calibrated understanding of what we will
and will not tolerate and this is creeping from the control of public life into
the private sphere without much critique. There is an ad hoc feel to this, as

if we are making it up as we go along without a sense of principle to guide
us. In this setting, voices are emerging which are shrill at best and hostile

at their darkest.

President Trumpds hostility and 1int
and morally wrong. However, before we throw stones, there is nothing less

than a hypocritical chorus emanatin
Orban refers to Muslims as O0a poi so

wants to build a massive fence to keep migrants out - particularly Muslims.
This rhetoric is far more bigoted

Hungary’s Viktor Orban than Trumpds, yet
refers to Muslims as ‘a poison’ not allowing him to dialogue with
that his nation ‘won’t swallow’ ..... European | eader s.
Fidesz, is in the same political
grouping I n t he European Par |l i ame:

Democrats, and works alongside it. Nor do EU leaders have a problem with
Slovakian PM Robert Fico, who said last year that Islam had no place in
Slovakia and who refuses to let a single Muslim refugee enter. There
havenot been any words of censur e
Francois Hollande, both of whom are in the same European political group
as Fico, yet both would claim to be tolerant.
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Unmistakably there is in some parts of Europe a growing intolerance of the
stranger, and this mixed by a lethal cocktail of the sheer numbers of
refugees escaping state violence and the spread of extremist Islam. The
refugees are largely fleeing these sadistic forces, but the presence of just
a few of the latter among the former is allowing a nasty and implacable
discourse to emerge. Writing in the Financial Times, before the presidential
el ecti on, Gi deon Rac hman posited
Tr ump, President Le Pen, Presi den
the 2017 French presidential election being held on 23rd April of this year,
Rachmands oOnightmare visiond may
vote triumph in France as it has here in the UK and the USA? If those who
claim to be tolerant cannot adequately define what tolerance means, where
it begins and ends, then harsh, populist voices will undoubtedly wrest
control of the debate and consequently set new terms for the word and
concept.

Christian teaching provides a rich seam of wisdom for tackling the
challenges that lie in front of us, with its stress on three characteristics: care
for the stranger; love for the neighbour; resistance of evil. Each of these
are examined in depth in the Bible and the traditions of the Church,
describing for us something of the character of God and what he looks for
in a just and wise society; what we should tolerate and what we should not.
Without such references as these we slide slowly into contempt for the
stranger, fear of the neighbour, and a perplexity in the face of evil.

A favourite heroine of mine in the Old Testament is Ruth, a Moabite, whose
home nation was often at war with Israel. Ruth chose to accompany her
mother in law, Naomi, back to Israel, became a Jew, by choice, and is one
of only five women mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus. Despite being a
foreigner, Ruth stands out from the pack in her humility and kindness.

Admittedly, the working out of policy is a painstaking process of negotiation
and compromise in a democratic setting, but there should always be an
underlying sense of the values that inform this process. Are we capable of
holding on to these values? Sadly, a low-intensity fight is happening in the
UK over the role of Christianity in the public sphere. This is occurring at just
the point in our political life when we need its scriptural teaching and historic
tradition to help inform concepts such as tolerance.

Reverend David Moulden
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What 6s On

ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet on alternate Tuesday afternoons at Ash
Village Hall from 2 to 4pm; meetings in March are on Tuesday 7 and
Tuesday 21. All are welcome.

ASH HERITAGE GROUP Spring Lecture, by Dr David Wright, will be held
at 7.30pm on Tuesday 11 April at Ash Village Hall; see page 16.

ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY will meet on Thursday 30 March at
7.30pm in Ash Village Hall. Tim Ingram from Copton Ash Nursery will be
talking about Growing Alpines. It will also be the deadline for entries to
the Spring Show to be held on Saturday 1 April i see pages 24 and 25.

ASH PARISH COUNCIL The next meeting of the Parish Council for Ash
will be on Monday 6 March at 7.30pm at Ash Village Hall Library. Visit
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/ for further information.

ASH SOCIETY The next meeting is on Thursday 16 March at 7.30pm.
Gordon Wise from the National Trust will tell us about the newly opened

tunnels in the White Cliffs of Dover-6 The Deep Fan Shel

ASH WITH WESTMARSH WI Next meeting is on Thursday March 9 at
7.30pm at Ash Village Hall. There will be a demonstration and workshop
on Easy Cake Icing, led by Margaret Palmer. Please remember that any
donations for the local food bank, of non-perishable goods, will be collected
at the meeting. For any information about the WI please contact the
president on 241774. Also, please remember that the W1 are holding their
popular Quiz and Quiche evening on Saturday 25 March at Ash Village
Hall. Tickets MUST be purchased in advance, so please phone 813024 or
812849 to obtain tickets. Better still, why not bring along 7 friends with you
to make up a whole table.

JUST ONE MORE 5-piece band is presenting a Fundraiser Memorial
Dance in memory of Jayne Spicer on Saturday 18 March; see page 13.

SATURDAY SOCIAL COFFEE MORNING run by friends of St Nicholas is
from 10 to 12noon on Saturday 4 March. As well as bacon rolls and cakes
for sale, there will be a raffle and stalls set up by village clubs and societies.
Come and join us for brunch and a chat. All are welcome.

SAVE THE CHEQUER INN CAMPAIGN is holding a Pub Night on Friday
10 March at Ash Village Hall. This will coincide with British Pie Week. All
are welcome; see page 23 for full details.

t
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News from the Pews A

All Age Service 1T 5 March

After our All Age Service at 10:30am on Sunday 5th March we will be
hol ding a O0Obring and sharedé | unch.
something savoury (desserts and soft drinks will be provided) and stay for
lunch. This will be a great opportunity to have a chat and get to know each
other better. Games will be laid out in the Molland Chapel to keep the young
and slightly older entertained!

Jenny Taylor

Conversations on the Journey to Jerusalem

40 Days / 40 Voices: Join us on a journey through Lent. Each day
throughout Lent, the team at the Diocese will send an email with:
TA bible reading from Luke which
towards Easter
1 A reflection from a different member of our diocesan family

40 Days / 40 Voices gives us the opportunity to look together at each
day's text with fresh eyes. Some contributors have written reflections, but
there are also photos, poems, songs, conversations and videos. Sign up to
receive the emails at www.canterburydiocese.org/lent .

Holly Adams
Local Church Development Training & Events Coordinator

New Editor Wanted for the Parish Magazine

The current editor intends to step down at the end of this year
therefore a new editor will be needed, starting with the January 2018
magazine. This needs to be edited and printed in December. Although
published by St Ni chol asd Church,
readership and provides an important means of sharing church and village
news and information. Various individuals and village organisations submit
items each month; the main role of the editor is to collate this material. A
job-share arrangement could be an option.

To volunteer for this role, or to find out more, contact the current editor
on 812943 or enewall1944 @talktalk.net.

Ed.
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Churchyard Maintenance

We have a large (4 acre) churchyard that takes a lot of work to
maintain, for the benefit of the parish, it being the Parish Graveyard.

A group of people meet every four weeks or so during the summer, to
mow, clip, cut, sweep and weed. This takes place on a Saturday
starting at 9 a.m. with volunteers staying for as long as they can spare
the time. There is a delicious lunch provided at mid-day.

2017 dates are:

March 25
April 22
May 20
June 17
July 15

August 19

September 23
October 28
November 18

PLEASE join us if you can, the more who come the more gets done.
DenisyBlaxland 812736

Report from the Open Deanery Meeting - January 25"

This Open Meeting continued the Deanery policy of improving
communications as most churches were represented and the future of the
Deanery was discussed. Steve Sheath, the lay chair, explained the
problems - sustainability of ageing congregations and financial income, too
many smaller churches and PCCs and fewer full-time paid ministers.

Present proposals include moving Adisham to Barham, and
Nonington to Canonry, also filling the part time vacancies. By 2021 the
aim is close links between Barham and Bridge, Canonry and Littlebourne.
Also, an extension of Aylesham Mission post.

The discussion groups voiced concerns around the development of
lay ministry, the possibility of Chapels of Ease or even church closure.

Comments voiced included:

O0Change wil | hap pternot, sora&itlingreess towneve | |
on i s needed?d;

OHow do we get people to underst a
seriousl y?o



A need for better communications at all levels was voiced.

Positive hopes for the future were - working together, empowerment
of the laity, celebrations, growth o f childrenos wor k
technology, more flexibility.

Comments voiced included:

OMeet the needs of individual par

wor shi po;

ONew thinking about what a church

ONot hing calni dreedacczwanpessful 'y wi
Ann Foat i Deanery Synod representative

Magazine Deliverers Wanted

My Oo6waiting | istdo of people to
somebody is no longer able to do so has dried up completely! This is the
first time in over 30 years. If you feel you would be able to take on a round,
it would be wonderful.

It involves delivering the magazines after collecting them from Church
before the 15 of each month, and collecting the money for subscriptions in
December/January. Please contact Rosemary Lines, either via
rosemarylines@btinternet.com or 812524 if you would like to join the
waiting list.

To subscribe to the Ash with Westmarsh Parish Magazine phone
Rosemary Lines on 01304 812524 or the editor Eddie Newall on
01304 812943.

Lost and Found

The following items were left behind at the
Village Hall following the recent panto:

U Dark blue wool travel rug 1 complete with
white dog/cat hairs.

ULadi esd6 white knitted be
pompom.

U Brown check wool scarf.

If they are yours i please contact Jean Ryan on 01304 812148.
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Sandwich Concert Band

bl Dl Drairie

Mugie with an American Flavo(u)r

featuring the Concert Band and Training Band

""rday 25th March 2017 at 7:30pm
St Nicholas’ Church
The Street, Ash CT3 2EW

" Tickets': £10 Adults / Under 18s Free
(including refreshments)

Available: Online at www.SandwichBand.org.uk
On the Door (subject to availability)
Doors open at 7.00pm

Programme to include?:
Arizona

America

Porgy and Bess

~ Forrest Gump Suite
Tbeil ‘and the Gray

conce rt ).',‘,(! P
SI\ NDWICH website: www.sandwichband.org.uk

'subject to availability
Zprogramme subject to change

9
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Goodnestone News

Staineros Crucifixion
Saturday 15" April 7.00pm

There will be a performance of the Crucifixion by Goodnestone Choir.

Retiring collection for Cancer Research UK.

Table Needed

Goodnestone church is looking for a light weight table that can be used for signing of
Registers at weddings, if anyone has a suitable table the please contact Bridget
Hawkins 01304 840728

Flower and Music Festival July 1°t

There will be a Flower Festival with music at Goodnestone Church on July 1%, further
details to follow.

Goodnestone Music

Details of this yeards concerts at Good
www.goodnestonemusic.com, or contact Denyer Kittle 01304 841826 for further
details.

First concert this year - Saturday 6" May 7pm i Choristers of Canterbury Cathedral

Choral Eucharist Sunday 12" March 09.00
Holy Cross Church Goodnestone

Harris in F Communion Setting

God so loved the world T Stainer

If you have any events or Goodnestone news you would like to appear on this
page then please contact Denyer Kittle - denyer@doctors.org.uk .
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s ( Pilgrims ,
Hospices Expert palaine cave bor our -C,-:Mmut"‘f\f

Just One More 5 piece band presents

Jayne Spicer

Memorial Fundraiser Dance

18" March 2017
7:30pm —11:00pm
At the Ash Village Hall

Tickets £10

Available from Barry please call: 0781 368 6638 or
from any shops displaying this flyer.

American Supper

(bring your own food and drink)

Raising money for the THANET Pilgrims Hospice who
comforted Jayne Spicer in her last few weeks.

The band Just One More played many times for Jayne to raise

money for the village and we thought we'd like to give a little
back.

All proceeds will go to the THANET Hospice who operate
entirely on public donations.

Tickets are also available from Tony Jones.
Tony can be contacted on can be contacted on 01304 812976 or
hazel.tonyl@gmail.com.

Raffle Prizes Wanted i to donate a prize for the raffle
please contact Barry on 0781 368 6638.

13
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Treasure Island Panto T a review

This year the New Ash Players definitely struck gold with their witty,
beguiling and innovative presentation of Treasure Island. It was all brought
to life by the combined bravura efforts of script writer Penny Bernard, the
well-paced and imaginative direction of Michelle Duncan and an
exceptional cast of 21 plus 17 talented dancers coached to near perfection
by Jan Anton.

It was all aboard the Pirate Ship Gorgonzola for an unforgettable
voyage to the tropical Isle of Fannit. What's more, is that this cornucopia of
talent was truly buoyed by the the dazzling capabilities of the new stage
lighting (courtesy of the Jack Foat Trust).

The production crew and cast launched Treasure Island with a
rollicking opening number, setting the tone for a colourful and convivial
show which delighted children and adults alike. We also remembered the
Chequer Inn (where some of the faces seemed rather familiar), and a most
glorious depiction of the Isle of Fannit.

But panto isn't panto without a fine dame, and what a dame we had in
Simon Kirchin in the guise of Donna Kebab. What aplomb! What costumes!
Equally accomplished in her panto role we had Rebecca Smith with the
prerequisite thigh slapping (a skill for which Rebecca has become
renowned). Leanne Steed was creepily evil as Stinky Pew and Caroline
Lewis quite the Queen of the Glamazons.

It was also good to see the younger members of the cast having such
fun and producing such creditable performances - those rats were really
ratty! But the perfectly executed synchronised swimming of the dancers
can truly be said to be a highlight. The Bake Off sequence was also a great
topical touch. It had to be seen to be believed, as did the voyage to Fannit.
Congratulations to everyone for another terrific show.

Mar y Smith

Ash Panto T Thank You

We would like to thank everyone who gave their support to the Panto
and hope you enjoyed the show. Even more thanks if you purchased a
raffle ticket and / or a programme which helped us raise £500.00 for our
chosencharity SERV ( Kent ) . This charity,

W

Runner s o, del i vers essenti al suppl

weekends and bank holidays. Itis run completely by volunteers. The prize
of the hamper was kindly donated by Jenny and Humphey Hulme of Brook
Farm. The winner was Julia Baxter from Sandwich.

Tony Jones ~ New Ash Players
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The Column 1 a personal view of village life

Spring seems to be coming at last in spite of the weather. The
inevitability of new growth, spring flowers, rose pruning, birds nesting and
the anticipation of summer migrants returning, lifts the spirit and keeps us
looking forward.

This positive time of year reminds us that looking forward is a most
positive and stimulating attitude. We have had Christmas celebrations,
New Year resolutions, a splendid pantomime using the new stage
i nstall ations and Tony Jones6 beard
clean shaven look. Now we can look ahead to the cricket season, summer
outings and hopefully some sunshine.

The Parish Council through the NPP Committee are working hard on
the Neighbourhood Plan; try and go to the exhibition in the Village Hall on
April 8 and find out more. The Scouts and Guides are planning summer
outdoor activities and camping, and all the sports clubs are preparing for
the summer season. The splendid network of footpaths is there to
encourage us to explore one of the largest parishes in Kent. As the winter
mud retreats, there are many field paths to wander along, reaching as far
asRichbor ough Castle and Pluckbés Gutte
These paths are walked regularly by the members of the Footpath Group,
and generally well maintained by the farmers.

The village has to look forward to change as the building of new
houses is planned which will considerably enlarge it. Our chuch is also
adapting to change as we get used to being part of a larger benefice with
Wingham and we look forward to working even more closely with the rest
of the Deanery which stretches to Barham and Littlebourne. The village
school is coping with much change at the moment both in staff and with the
new curriculum. The theme of enlargement seems to be happening in all
spheres. The proposal to create an East Kent District Council by
amalgamating Dover, Canterbury, Thanet and Shepway is quite hard to
visualise. Will it really save us any money? How hard will it be to contact
the Council, and will we have a councillor who is at all informed about the
local issues of Ash? We are to be consulted this summer; 2017 seems to
be a rather forward looking year. We also have to look forward to the
changes that Brexit will bring, not least to the farming community of Ash.

To return to the theme of positive looking forward, we send
sympathetic wishes and blessings to those who have suffered grievous
loss in their family recently and to those struggling with iliness, physical or
mental. May the spring bring a quiet hope to us all.

15



Ash Heritage Group
Spring Lecture - Ash Village Hall

Bryan Faussett: Antiquary

Extraordinary
A presentation by Dr David Wright

Tuesday 11" April, 7.30 pm

Admission £3 - All Welcome

The Rev'd Bryan Faussett (1720-1776) amassed the world’'s greatest
collection of Anglo-Saxon jewellery and antiquities, largely acquired from his
own excavations in rural East Kent, especially south and east of Canterbury.
These included the famous Kingston Brooch and a series of remarkable finds
at Guilton in the parish of Ash. This lecture will describe Faussett’s life and
work and explain why he was so far ahead of his time, revealing also the story
behind Guilton's treasures being housed in Liverpool instead of the British
Museum!

A lifelong scholar of Kentish history, David Wright has studied Classics,
palaeography and Anglo-Saxon, combining these activities with four decades
as a freelance genealogist. He speaks reqularly throughout Kent and has
produced a number of works aimed at assisting research among Kentish
sources. His highly acclaimed biography of Rev'd Bryan Faussett was
published in 2015.
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Onlooker

A Councill orbés personal view of t
held on Monday 6th February 2017.

Our District Councillor Mike Connolly informed the Parish Council of
the plans to join 4 Councils - Dover, Shepway, Thanet and Canterbury. The
reason for this is economy of scale. After the first year with large costs the
savings are estimated to be 6.4 million pounds per annum. The plan is that
this new arrangement will start in 2019. This will of course only take place
if all four Councils agree. Wait and see.

The Chairman attended the last District Council planning committee.
The meeting started at 6pm and finished at 11.30pm - FIVE and a HALF
HOURS. Ash had 4 plans on the agenda, two of them being items 17 and
18, the last two. These 2 plans took the Council a whole hour to come to
a conclusion. These were the plans for Chequer Lane and Sandwich Road.

The Council have been trying to install traffic calming in the village for
some time but have met problems. A consultant is needed to administer
this but the problem is that the scheme is either too small or too large.

A letter has been sent to landowners concerning footpaths. Most of
the paths are kept in good order but there are just a few that need to be
available for the public to use safely.

The Council have been approached to light a beacon to celebrate the
end of the First World War. The aim is to have 1000 beacons around the
country. Ash did not install a beacon for the anniversary of the Armada in
1588 and the Council decided that they would not pursue a beacon.

You may wonder whyin Tha $treem@mpark haveo i |
been closed for several weeks. The door was damaged beyond repair
before Christmas and Dover District Council said that it would be repaired
as soon as possible. They took the decision to replace two doors but on
the day of writing this report nothing has been done. When they are
repaired Ash Parish Council will have to pay the bill of £3263. Therefore
the cost of this vandalism will fall on Ash Council Tax payers.

Action at Westmarsh: enforcement action is being taken against the
owner of a dump of old cars and a dog problem. This action is by Dover
District Council.

Confusion reigns with plans. Not all areas in Ash Parish have an Ash
postal address. Some have a Sandwich postal address and other areas
outside the Ash boundary have an Ash postal address. The planning
department seem not to concern themselves with the actual address of the
building but just concentrate on the postal address. Even some District
Councillors do not appear to know the boundaries of their wards.
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Anyone wishing to contact the Parish Council can do so via Christine
Haggart, clerk to Ash Parish Council: phone 01304 832909 or email
clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the Parish Council website at
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk .

Ash Society Report

What a pleasure it was to welcome Imogen Corrigan back to the
Society for our first lecture of 2017. Her subject, the Topsy Turvy World of
the Misericord, fascinated all of us. They are found, as tip-up seats in the
choir stalls of cathedrals and churches throughout the country (and also on
the Continent), although, for some unknown reason, you will find none in
Canterbury Cathedral. They date from the 14" i 16™ centuries and were
carved into solid oak 1 they are not individual carvings attached to the
seats.

An alternative name fortotkhdese &t a.
intended to relieve the misery of the monks and other religious persons
standing for endless services and vigils. You might have expected
therefore that the carvings woul d be
in their depictions. Far from it! There is a lot of humorous, some quite
risqué and even profane (the commissioners of the seats chose their own
subjects) and there are many depictions of everyday life. You will find a lot
of Adomestic vioOlencedo where the
mythical beasts, agricultural work through the seasons and of course quite
a few saints. Cats were said to represent the Devil, but the important thing
to remember, when you meet a dragon, is that you can render it quite
harmless by twisting its tail.

Do go and search for these fascinating items, they can be found in
over 700 churches in Englandaloneit ry St Mar yo6s Chur c
a start.

The great news is that misericords are still being commissioned, either
as replacements or for special occasions. Norwich Cathedral has one in
honour of the City football club i including, of course, a canary.

Nina Vallack

Please submit articles for the next
magazine by Monday 13 March.



mailto:clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/

The Ash Society

The White Cliffs of Dover
Newly opened Tunnels and the Deep

Fan Shelter

Gordon Wise from National Trust

Meeting in AshVillage Hall
Thursday 19" March 2017 at 7.30pm

For further information telephone 01304 813861
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Newsletter from Ash Surgery T March 2017

1 Once again | open this newsletter with an open invitation to all those that
are registered with Ash Surgery to attend our PPG (patient participation
group) in March. The meeting will take place at the surgery on
Wednesday 8" March- at the slightly earlier time of 6pm to 7.30pm. We
presently have about a dozen members with an average of 5-10 who
manage to attend meetings at any one time. For the moment we have
no chairperson but we manage nonetheless to discuss a broad range of
topics. We would love to see more numbers. If you are interested, please
enquire at the desk or phone the surgery (01304 812227). If you would
like to join in, but are unable to attend meetings, then please let Vivienne
Kennedy, our secretary know. She can ensure that you get copies of the
agenda and minutes sent to you for each meeting.

1 I would like to take this opportunity to remind patients that it is really
important that the surgery has up to date contact details, including
mobile telephone numbers and email addresses, for them. This applies
to any surgery, and not just Ash. The NHS are increasingly encouraging
us to use the many opportunities that are available in this new age of
improved Information Technology. Many hospital departments already
use text systems to remind patients of forthcoming appointments, in the
hope that this will reduce the DNA (did not attend) rate and we are trying
to do the same. It is likely that over the next few years there will be
development of differing types of consultation which will include
telephone consultations (which we already do) but also web based
consultations and more. When you leave your numbers with us, you will
be asked if you agree to us using your numbers for these sorts of
communication.

1 With the many pressures on the NHS and particularly the pressures
faced by the emergency services the NHS has been involved in the
development in East Kent of a smartphone app which is designed to help
cut waiting times at A+E departments locally.

This app, the WaitLess app, responds to current waiting times at all
urgent care centres locally and also responds to latest travel information
from your locality to each centre. This combined information is then used
to help people decide which urgent care centre to head to for faster
treatment of more minor injuries.

The aim of the app is that it will help people to decide which centre is
likely to be able to offer the fastest treatment at the particular time that
they are needing them. Itis the first app of its kind. Other apps are known
to use waiting time information, but this particular app is unique in that it
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combines the known waiting time with the travel time needed to reach
each centre.
| have not used it myself as yet, but | am told it even suggests all the
different options for getting to each centre - i.e. public transport
information as well as routes for car drivers.
It is clear that advances in computer sciences are likely to have a huge
impact on the way that the NHS provides its services. However, | think it
IS important to stress, to those who do not have any interest in such
technology, that in our surgery we try very hard to remain very
responsive to the needs of those who do not use computers.

Dr Helene Armstrong

W SANDWICH Registered Charity No. 1109346
Age Concern Sandwich

We are an extremely busy centre, located in Sandwich town centre very
near the Guild hall. We welcome people, who just want to pop in for a cuppa
and a light snack, and those that would like a more substantial two course
meal . Our ¢ hef 0 sentfrepuation m#he local areaeweekly | |
menus are displayed on our website, so you can chose to visit when your
favourites are on the menu.

We have regular clients too, many of whom are transported to and from our
centre in one of our purpose built mini buses. Our centre is a place to
socialise, meet new friends and an opportunity to take part in a range of
activities. We also provide hairdressing, assisted bathing and showering,
hearing aid maintenance and chiropody. Our Sunflower centre is for people
with early onset and mid dementia, allowing carers to have a break, safe in
the knowledge that their loved ones are being well looked after. To find out
more about any of the services listed above please call our centre on 01304
614237.

We are also looking for new volunteers to assist us, we need:
1 Admin assistant on Thursdays or Fridays
1 Mini bus attendant
1 Activity helper to assist with art and craft, games, puzzles and quizzes
1 A day centre lunch time assistant
1 Helper for our charity shop

To find out more about any of the above please call Gill Ball on
07735556811 or email agecorecruiter@btinternet.com.
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Horticultural Society

Can you imagine seeing Sir Roy Strong with his huge hat and characteristic
huge droopy moustache walking past your front garden, stopping his
companions, pointing to your garden and telling them that your garden was
the epitome of what a town garden should be? That is what happened to
our speaker, Fiona Cadwallader, as related by her husband Patrick at our
January meeting.

It was a bitter evening, and we had been ejected from the Village Hall by
the pantomime (see p.14), but we were offered the use of the Main Hall of
St Faiths by the Headmaster, Mr Grove and made very welcome by Julie
Wood, the Bursar. Thanks to them both we had a warm venue for a full
house for our meeting.

Fiona was talking about making their garden at Watergate House in
Fordwich. The house is located at the highest navigable point of the river
Stour. The stones used for the building of Canterbury Cathedral were
brought from France, up the river Stour and through the door in the ancient
walls of their garden. Fiona showed us photographs of some stone tracery
they found buried when restoring the garden.

Redesigning and building the garden was a major project T after finishing
the work required on the house. However, they have been lucky. A huge
walnut tree was blown down onto the house and came to rest against their
childrends bedrooms. Nont aan dwitnhdeo w
even wake.

Fiona designed a large oak pergola as a feature, which supports many of
her favourite climbing roses and clematis. There is also a woodland area,
an area full of spring bulbs and a secret garden for private dining when the
weather permits.

You can see phot ographs o f

http://www.cadwallader.co.uk/gardens.php, but this is a local garden which
deserves to be visited; it opens under the NGS on Saturday 22" April and
on Saturday 17" June (best for the roses) from 2-6pm. You may also see

hpi

Fi c

anot her of Fionads designs at t he
accepted her design for an Artisan Gardeni The Poetry Love

based on the 1797 Romantic poem by Samuel Taylor Coleridge entitled
dhis Lime Tree Bower, My Prisono.
hear about it.

Liz Rath
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Chequer Inn Pub Night

The Chequer Inn Ash Society are holding another great
Chequer Inn Pub Night on Friday 10th March. This pub
night coincides with British Pie Week and we will be
serving a selection of locally made meat and vegetarian
pies to accompany your favourite beer or wine. It can’t
be disputed that the pie is a staple in some of the best
British food we have. Why? Because they are traditional:

just like the Chequer Inn!

Sometimes on a really cold night all you want to do is

tuck in to a lovely steak pie, so come to Chequer Inn

Pub Night and try the pies! Mmm... The standard for
British cooking is high and our pies will be sourced from
well-known local pie makers. And the proof is in the pie!

We will be welcoming customers from 6pm when the bar
will be open for service. Food will be offered from
6.30pm. Beer from local breweries Gadds and Ripple
Steam will be available on tap.

The male singing trio “Our Way” will be entertaining the
pub singing tunes from the Swing Era (Sinatra and the
Rat Pack style).

You will also hear about the launch of the Chequer Inn
share offer during the course of the evening and have
your opportunity to ask questions.

Drinks ~ Pies ~ Music ~ Singing ~ Fun
Please come along to support us and ENJOY!

—
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Ash & Distriet Hortieultural
§ Cottage Gardeners’ Society

The 2017 Spring Show will be held on
Saturday 1°" April in Ash Village Hall.
Viewing from 2pm
Refreshments available
Prize Giving 3.30pm
All welcome!

There is an Open Class for non-members
Class 48 An Easter Tree
(self -supporting)
which you can enter as_an individual, a family
or a group YA

Y

To enter, write your name, address and contact no. to

Cherry Tree Cottage, Pudding Lane or e-mail

alan@vfast.co.uk by 6pm on Thur 30" March. And bring

your entry to the Village Hall by 10.30am on Sat 157 April,
Good luck!
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Ash & District Horticultural Society
SPRING SHOW : CHILDRENS ENTRIES
Saturday 1% April 2017 -
first day of the Easter Holidays

Free entry for all children, prizes feor the mest paints in each age group and the

Sylvia Profirt Cup will be awarded for the best effort (net necessarily the mast peints).
Children can enter just ene, Twe or all Three classes.

Paints are awarded for each class: First - 3paints, Second -2 paints, Third -1 peint.

Classes for Under 8 years

1. A painted egg
2. 3 chocolate cornflake/rice krispie nests
3. A miniature garden in a dish
Classes for Under 12 years
4 A painted egg
5 3 flapjacks
6 A miniature garden in a dish
Classes for Under 16 years
7 A painted egg
8 3 cup cakes, decorated for Easter
9 A miniature garden in a half seed tray (23emx 17em).

To enter, please write down your name, age and telephone number
and what you want to enter for the competition on a piece of
paper, label it Spring Show and post it in Cherry Tree Cottage,
Pudding Lane or e-mail alan@vfast.com.uk by Thursday 30™
March

Bring your entries to the Show on Sat. 1°" April before 10am. After
the judges have been, the Hall will be open from 2pm for you to have
refreshments, see all the entries and results, before the Prize giving

at 3.30pm.

Have a gol - but do remember to ask permission before you start using the
cooker,

Any problems/queries, call Liz Rath on B14273
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DOES YOUR GARDEN OR
HOUSE NEED ATTENTION?

We offer for your garden:
COMPLETE LAYOUTS FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION
RE-DESIGNING OLD LAYOUTS
REGULAR MAINTENANCE - FORTNIGHTLY OR MONTHLY
PLANTING SCHEMES - LARGE OR SMALL
TREE WORK - WATER GARDENS - PATIOS - BRICKWORK
GENERAL TIDY-UPS ETC

For your home:
DRIVE - SHED AND GARAGE BASES - FENCING
ROOF - CHIMNEY AND GUTTERING REPAIRS
PAINTING AND DECORATING
BLOCK PAVING - EXTENTIONS - SWIMMING POOLS
SPECIALISED OLD BUILDING RENOVATIONS AND CONVERSIONS
ALL GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

NO JOB TOO SMALL

For FREE ESTIMATES and
PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

ASH (01304) 812256 (Evenings)

WE TAKE THE BITE OUT
OF YOUR PROJECTS
Established 1981
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T. PETTMAN
SPECIALIST IN ANTIQUE CLOCK
RESTORATION AND REPAIR

Daytime Evening
07860 498963 01843 825050

(HEQPY THATCH CATTEL . ¢33

Luxury Boarding Cattery in the Countryside y -

Heated, double glazed, individial houses with runs
Personal service, collection and delivery available
Menu choiees, Tully insured. tnspection welcome

HOADEN, ASH TEL MRS ELLIOTT 01304 812544

Nichola Rogers

Lady Decorators

Canterbury & Surrounding Area
Internal & External Decorating.
Small Restoration Projects Undertaken.
Tel: 01304 841 851
Mob: 07816 344 951

Qakfield House Retirement Home
High Street Wingham CT3 1BU; Tel: 01227 721107

Celebrating Twenty Five years of providing quality care to Older People;
Long Term, & Respite care, convalescence or holiday care available
Single & double rooms all En-suite. With nurse call, T.V & telephone point
Good home cooked food, social activities and dedicated staff.
Excellent reports from Care Quality Commission Inspections
KCC Registered. E-mail; robin.field@btinternet.com
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