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What’s On
A message from the editors
In these extraordinary times, it feels like the response if asked ‘what’s
on?’ would be ‘not very much’ or even ‘nothing at all’!
Many of the events usually listed here in the magazine have regretfully
been cancelled or at least postponed indefinitely due to the ongoing
Corona Virus situation.
Those which are still ‘in the calendar’
may yet also have to be cancelled or
postponed. On the first pages of the
magazine we have current information
on the Corona Virus situation and its
impact in Ash. We will endeavour to
bring you up-to-date and accurate
information as we have it, but
recommend that you get in touch with
event organisers directly to confirm what
is happening.
While many of us are told to ‘self isolate’
and we are all advised to practice ‘social
distancing’ it feels as if our regular lives are on hold, but there are still
things happening in our community and many services and organisations
have contingency plans in place.
In this magazine, we have a round-up of just some of the activities taking
place – from offers of food shopping to art walks.
Please do let us know if there’s something happening that we haven’t
reported.
It is clear despite the worrying sight of empty shelves and panic buying,
our community is pulling together.
Whether through social media, video calls or the good old telephone, we
can and will stay in touch which can only help us to get through these
difficult days and weeks.
We will do our very best to keep publishing and distributing the parish
magazine while it is safe to do so. Thank you to everyone who is making
that possible.
If it becomes impossible to print and deliver the magazine it will be
available online at www.s8nicholas.org.uk
Stay safe and keep well,
Pat and Rebecca
Your Magazine Editors
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Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
0800 111 999
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
105
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
0800 820 999
Community
PCSO Richard.Bradley
101 or email
Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 369314
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440
Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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Ash Parish Council
Ash Parish Council will aim to support the parish during this difficult time.
To help to keep residents as safe as possible, the council has postponed
the Annual Parish Meeting on 20th April 2020. It will be held later in the
year. The council is taking other measures to make sure that it can keep
in touch with residents via the parish council website
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk where you will be able to sign up for
email alerts.
The council will also use the two noticeboards – one at The Street
opposite the junction of Chequer Lane and The Street, the other at the
Ash Village Hall on Queens Road.
It will provide information to the parish magazine, to the two local
Facebook sites, one at www.facebook.com/groups/ashvillage/ and the
other for Westmarsh at www.facebook.com/groups/267698600235571 as
well as to the Village Correspondent for the East Kent Mercury.
An announcement on regular parish council meetings is expected soon
and will be publicised on the website and noticeboards as above.
Please do not hesitate to contact the Clerk
at clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or by telephoning 01304 832 909.
Christine Haggart

Age Concern Sandwich
From 4pm Friday 20th March centre-based activities were suspended and
we are focusing on community services.
We will continue to support our clients and any older
person needing help by offering home delivery hot meal
service, telephone befriending and a shopping service.
If you need our help for yourself or a loved one please
contact our centre on 01304 614237 (select option 3)
and ask to speak to Jane or Kim.

#AshArtWalks
An idea from Alison at The Little Studio on The Street.
Whilst we’re all indoors, let’s get creative. Young and old alike, let’s create
artwork to stick in our windows to share with each other if and when we
get out for our walks. Draw, paint, doodle and share on Facebook and in
our windows.
Weekly themes: 23rd March – Spring; 30th March – Animals; 6th April –
Easter; 13th April – Flowers.
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Church Services
As many of you will be aware, public church services have now been
suspended. However, where possible, churches will remain open as
peaceful havens for quiet contemplation and prayer.
We are hoping that prayers will be said at the usual Sunday service
times. You are welcome to join but we ask you observe to observe
physical distancing measures (2 metres between people) and good
hygiene practices.
We wish you, your family, friends and neighbours every blessing.
Sunday 29th March
St Nicholas, Ash, 8am
Elmstone Church, 9.15am
Sunday 5th April
St Nicholas, Ash, 8am and 10.30am
All Saints Chillenden, 9am
Elmstone Church, 9.15am
St Mary’s Nonington, 11am
Friday 10th April Good Friday
St Nicholas, Ash, 10.30am, 7pm.
Sunday 12th April Easter Sunday
St Nicholas, Ash, 8am, 10.30am
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 9am
St Mildred’s, Preston, 9.15am
St Mary’s Nonington 11am.
Sunday 19th April
St Nicholas, Ash, 8am, 10.30am
All Saints, Chillenden, 9am
Elmstone Church, 9.15am
Baptist Chapel, Nonington, 10.30am
Sunday 26th April
St Nicholas, Ash, 8am, 10.30am
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 9am
St Mildred’s, Preston, 9.15am
Baptist Chapel, Nonington, 10am
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Pastoral Visits
During these unprecedented times regretfully Rev David is unable to offer
pastoral visits but he can still offer phone support and prayers will be said
in church on a daily basis.
If you would like someone included in the prayers or would like to speak
to Rev David please ring the vicarage 01304 812296.
If your query is a general one or regarding the church building please
contact the churchwardens Jennifer Taylor 07780 694711 or Bill Vennart
01304 812628.

Lilies in St Nicholas for Easter Sunday
Every Easter we ask for donations towards the cost of the lilies that fill the
church on Easter Sunday.
This year we invite you to contribute towards a lily in memory of a loved
one - We suggest a donation of £2.50 per lily. A list of those you wish to
be remembered will be displayed in the church.
Please give your donation, with the names to be displayed in a sealed
envelope, to a church warden (Jenny Taylor or Bill Vennart) or deliver to
Marion Blaxland at 9, The Street, or Christine Brown at Drovers End,
Pudding Lane. Any questions please call Christine at 01304 812651.
STOP PRESS: The church remains open for visitors and prayers, subject
to coronavirus restrictions. We have not cancelled our lily order.
The flower arranging team plan to do their usual Easter Festival
arrangements on Easter Saturday.
The lilies will grace the church for at least a couple of weeks – do come
and see them! Thank you in advance from,
The St Nicholas Flower Arranging Team

Easter Stations
It is hard to believe this will be the third year that we will be marking the
Easter season by having Easter stations in church.
The stations will be available from April 7th-14th for anyone who wishes to
come and spend some time in quiet reflection. The church is open Monday
to Saturday from 9am to 4pm and every Sunday from midday to 4pm.
Jenny Taylor
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Ash Library
All 99 libraries closed to the public on Friday 20 March 2020 until further
notice. This will be kept under review.
Kent County Council also issued the following statement.
We will ensure all loan periods are extended for all customers until the
end of June. If you need further extensions after June, please let us know
via email at libraries@kent.gov.uk, social media or call us on 03000 41 31
31. Some of these changes may take time to implement so please bear
with us while we work through them.
If you have reservations, or reservations on order, they will be kept safe
until we re-open. Once we re-open, they will be available for 10 days
before going back into circulation. If you cannot collect the reservation
during that time due to self-isolation, we will refund you the reservation
fee or reorder it at no additional charge.
Remember that our digital collections are always available. These include
reference resources as well as free e-books, e-audio books, a vast range
of the latest e-magazines and daily e-newspapers. These can be
accessed via our libraries pages at https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-andcommunity/libraries.
The Ask a Kent Librarian Service will remain available on 03000 41 64 38
email akl@kent.gov.uk or via chat online.
We will do our best to maintain or extend the Home Library Service to the
most vulnerable as far as possible.

Corona Virus Round Up
ASH TODDLER GROUP has suspended its Monday meetings for the
foreseeable future but has some ideas for craft activities for children on
their Facebook page – search Ash Toddler Group.
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY talks and Spring Show have been
cancelled.
THE CHURCHYARD BASH in April, and in subsequent months, has been
cancelled until further notice. However, as there is quite a lot to do to keep
the churchyard respectable, could I ask anybody who has a spare hour to
sweep leaves and pick up twigs resulting from the winter storms
Take everything down to the heap at the bottom of the churchyard.
Denis Blaxland
Tel 01304 812736.
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Corona Virus Round Up
FRIENDS OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH ART EXHIBTION - In view of the
ongoing situation regarding corona virus we have reluctantly decided to
cancel this year's art exhibition (8-10 May).
As many of our visitors, helpers and committee are of a certain age, some
with ongoing health issues, we felt we had no other option. Plus we would
not be allowed to provide the very popular cafe which has always been an
essential part of the exhibition.
Going forward we still hope to hold our annual shuffleboard event on
Saturday 17th October 2020 and plan to be back next year with an another
amazing art exhibition.
Chris Burnside
Chairman of the Friends

THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING at Ash Village Hall on Saturday
4th April has been cancelled.
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS are not meeting for the foreseeable future.
FRIENDS OF THE KENT AND CANTERBURY HOSPITAL ASH
BRANCH - AGM cancelled and no community coffee morning stall.
ASH WI - Our April monthly meeting on the evening of Thursday 9th at the
Village Hall has been cancelled due to the on-going spread of the Covid19 virus; we hope to re-schedule the speaker later in the year if at all
possible.
However – there will be an optional “WI Meet” on the morning of Thursday
April 9th from 10.30-11.30am in the Recreation Ground, Queens Road; I
shall be there whatever the weather as I possess the full waterproof dogwalking outfit! Please join me for an hour of WI company – bringing your
own folding chair plus a flask of hot tea or coffee and a mug; we shall sit
well apart but be able to catch up with one another, as well as hear the
latest WI doings. Hopefully by then we may have better news, better
weather, and feel more cheerful about life in general.
The committee will continue to take note of all the latest advice on the
pandemic and review the situation on a monthly basis; as soon as it is safe
to meet again and join in with our activities, we’ll let you know.
Jean Ryan
President Ash-with-Westmarsh WI
Tel: 01304812148
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Christian Aid
May 10th-16th is Christian Aid Week - an annual event across the United
Kingdom. On Saturday 2nd May we had planned to hold the monthly village
coffee morning to raise funds for Christian Aid. In light of the current
restrictions we have decided to cancel the coffee morning.
Christian Aid is a partnership of people, churches and local organisations
committed to ending poverty. This year’s Christian Aid appeal is focused on
providing access to water in places where drought is starving people of
food, clean drinking water and the chance to earn a living. More information
is at www.christianaid.org.uk, where details of making a donation can also
be found. An example of the work of Christian Aid is given below:
With every gift, we help Rose stop this climate crisis
In Kenya, the rains haven’t come. Again. For villagers who farm the land,
that means life is getting even harder. Rivers are bone dry, and crops wither
in the fields. The drought is starving people of food, water and the chance to
earn a living.
At 67 years of age, Rose walks for six hours to fetch water for her
grandchildren. She tries hard to give them the kind of life she remembers
from when she was a girl: when the rivers flowed with water and the crops
bore fruit.
Grandmother Rose shouldn’t have to go hungry. A simple earth dam, built
with the help of Christian Aid’s partners and your donations, could
completely change her life. This Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the
hundreds of thousands of our supporters who give, act and pray to stop the
climate crisis driving people like Rose to hunger.
Hilary Johnston, St Nicholas’ Church Stewardship team

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy
Churchwardens:
Elmstone: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 01304 812511.
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804.
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 0778 069 4711 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628.
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402.
Retired Clergy:
Round Up
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304 812543.
Reader:
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249
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Ann Foat 1940-2020
An extract from the tribute given by her daughters Rowena, Jacqueline
and Madelaine at her memorial service on 6th February 2020.
Ann was born on 21st April 1940 in Ash where she spent a happy
childhood despite the early loss of her mother when she was only eight.
She and her sister were fortunate to have a loving stepmother in Bunty
Goldup.
An early love of geography, history and English led her to study
geography at Cambridge where she specialised in historical geography.
In due course she became a valued teacher at Clarendon House
Grammar School for Girls in Ramsgate, Simon Langton Boys and Girls
Grammar in Canterbury and Barton Court Grammar School.
She was head of geography at Barton Court and Clarendon House from
1982 to 2003.
She ran the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme at both schools and led
field trips and visits to the Kent mountain centre in Snowdonia for over 15
years.
Ann’s many interests included choral singing, gardening, reading, playing
tennis, bird watching and travelling.
She invested her many talents and energy into an equally wide variety of
activities.
Chief among these was service to St Nicholas Church where she sang in
the choir and ran the Sunday School for almost 40 years.
She was a member of the PCC for over 50 years and served on the
Deanery Synod and Diocesan Synod as well as on the Archbishop’s
Council for the Canterbury Diocese and was involved in organising
Deanery Youth events as well as being the link with the Church
Missionary Society.
Ann was a founder member of the Ash Heritage Group. She was the
driving force behind the preparatory work required to set up the group and
worked very closely on the design and building of the Heritage Centre in
the Village Hall.
Ann’s determination, persistence and tenacity was legendary and this trait
was invaluable when it came to the necessary fund-raising!
Over the years, she masterminded an interesting programme of Ashrelated events and talks and was still Chairman of the Heritage Group on
the day she died.
She will be sorely missed.
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The Parish Letter
Active listening is an underrated skill. Active Listening is listening with the
intent to understand rather than listening with the intent to reply.
All of us have to admit that when we are in conversation with others, we
are, perhaps subconsciously, imagining what we are going to say next
much of the time. This is especially true in strong social settings, like at
meals, in a pub, or at a party. We think being witty, having stories, not
being boring, or a wallflower, is worthy of a gold medal. However, this trait
often results in countless social encounters where people just talk over
one another, with no real connection being formed, or community shaped.
We simply use what someone else is saying as a springboard for own our
opinions and stories – this is termed conversational narcissism. Resisting
the temptation to bring it all back to us is an underrated component of
being a Christian.
Good listeners always strive to fully understand what others want to
communicate, particularly when a statement lacks clarity. In striving to
understand, good listening demands the attempt to decode and interpret,
not only the verbal, but also the non-verbal cues, such as holding eye
contact, tone of voice, facial expressions, and physical posture.
Taking our cue from the words, pauses, tone and body language of the
person in front of us takes effort and is not easy, especially when we are
feeling tired, and where speaking, rather than listening, would energise us
more; but it can produce some amazing results.
Conversations can go in a direction we do not expect and we form a
better bond with the other person. We begin to notice things we would
normally miss, because our minds are clearer. When we give deep,
focussed attention to what someone else is saying, we can pick up all
sorts of clues about their joys and fears; what makes them tick and how
they see the world.
In giving our attention to the other, especially when a message is not
clear, a good listener should repeat and paraphrase what the speaker has
said, in order to reinforce what one is understanding, and also to reveal a
sense of empathy. However, meaningful empathy is not easy.
Perhaps you have heard of the neologism sonder — a word for the deep,
painfully-existential feeling of meaningfully recognising that every other
person in existence has a story just as rich and wide-reaching as our own,
replete with dreams, frustrations, anguishes, sorrows and joys, no more,
or less significant, in the grand scheme of things than ours.
Experiencing sonder is to confront just how shallow much of what we
consider empathy really is. We like to think that we can build a good idea
of what it is like to be someone else from a fairly basic outline, but, in all
12

honesty we really cannot. It takes time and effort to understand someone
well. Even a lifetime of listening is not enough to know someone
completely.
And perhaps we should be less afraid of silences. Silence is considered a
kiss of death in a relationship, unless that relationship is so strong that
silence is embedded as a component of that relationship, as found in
some families and friends.
Good listeners often have a high tolerance for silence and do not break it
just because they feel awkward. Allowing silence can draw another
person out to say something of real value and significance. Sometimes,
listening requires silence.
It is so easy to consider poor listening as a component of modern living
and think that previous generations were better at it than we are. But I
wonder if that really is the case. In the epistle of James, written nearly
2000 years ago, James urged his reader to be people who are quick to
listen and slow to speak (Ch.1 v. 19). Even going further back than 2000
years, Solomon in the Old Testament, offers the advice to be not rash
with our mouths, thus, letting our words be few. It would seem that poor
listening has been an issue throughout the ages and not just part of our
common life today.
Active listening is both a skill and a discipline and, despite significant
challenges, is not as hard as we may fear, but it may take something of
an effort to re-boot ourselves; and for that we will need to be patient with
ourselves. Learning to actively listen clearly takes time: Moses was on
Mount Sinai for forty days listening to God. It’s not as if there wasn’t valid
work to do at ground level; in his absence the people went haywire,
building a golden calf to worship. But for Moses, listening to God took
priority. Robert Baden Powell once said, If you make listening and
observation your occupation, you will gain much
more than you can by talk.
Though listening is a neglected priority in life, there
comes a time when the listener must speak, because
conversation involves two people and to remain quiet
all the time is to deprive others of your soul.
Sometimes a listener can hide behind their virtue, but
in opening up to others, we reveal our own
vulnerability. Knowing when to speak and when to
remain silent is a mark of wisdom and maturity.
Perhaps we have heard this before, but is worthy of
repeating: We’ve surely been given two ears but only one mouth - for a
reason.
Rev David Moulden
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Onlooker: A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting
held on Monday 2nd March 2020.

Councillors were informed of the decision from Dover District Council that
there would be no change, at this stage, in the policy regarding car park
provision, ie, no charges.
KCC Councillor Sue Chandler attended the meeting and began with an
update regarding the closure of the A256 Sandwich by-pass. By the time
this ‘goes to press’ the road should be re-opened. Southern Water will be
moving on to the next phase of repairs as the main goes under the River
Stour. The pumping and tanker operation will be ongoing and DDC will be
monitoring the impact on roads in and around Sandwich.
Secondly, Discovery Park has been granted the status of a Life Sciences
Opportunities Zone and it is hoped this will attract more companies and
expand links with education and training providers.
Moving on to Public Contribution Time, the views of residents were
represented regarding planning applications. Where smaller or single
units are proposed, and should permission be granted by DDC, requests
for planning conditions to minimise the impact on daily lives also need to
be considered.
Concerns were also expressed regarding the lack of lighting along the
Ash by-pass, particularly at the junction with Chequer Lane and, without a
reduced speed limit, both motorists and pedestrians are at risk. These
concerns will be taken back to the Highways Department at DDC.
Pie Factory Music has been working with village youngsters (age 8 plus)
for two years and are based in the village hall during the winter months. It
is hoped that as Spring comes along numbers attending will increase.
Look out for new posters in the village or visit their website. It’s free!
Friday evenings from 4.15pm.
Younger villagers (from toddler age) and their carers will be pleased to
know that work is due to begin on the new play area and should be ready
by Easter. There will be a new path on the ‘hedge edge’ to avoid the
need to cross the carpark. Councillors also agreed on new post and rail
fencing.
Also coming soon: Installation of new gateways and road speed
markings. Through your door, an updated village directory along with
notification of the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 20th April (not to be
confused with the Annual General meeting which takes place in May).
Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the Parish
Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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Hats Off to a Parish Magazine Champion
Rosemary Lines has for many years been coordinating delivery of the parish
magazine and delivering the magazines for about 40 years. She has now
decided to pass the mantle on. We would like to thank her so very much.
Rosemary, we hope you enjoy your well-earned retirement!
Jenny Taylor

Girl Guiding in Ash
Sadly, Ash Rainbows is temporarily closed at present as
it has no Adult Leader.
Rainbows is for Girls aged 5-7 years old. It offers fun,
friendship and space to try new things.
We hope to re-open as soon as possible, but we need to
fill our vacancy for a new leader. Could this be you?
We will provide you with lots of support and training.
If you are interested, please contact
1stashrangers@gmail.com
On a more positive note, Ash Brownies, Ash Guides
and Ash Rangers are still going strong and meet on a
weekly basis, although meetings have been suspended
in the current Corona Virus situation.
We are planning many activities for the year ahead including Camp,
sleepovers, badge challenges and Ash Guides are celebrating their 100
year birthday!
Brownies is for girls aged 7-10yrs old, Guides 10-14yrs old
and Rangers 14-18 years old.
If you want to join us, just contact
www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus

Corona Virus Round Up
ASH BOWLS CLUB - The open afternoon at Ash Bowling Club on April
11th is postponed. We hope to hold one later in the season.
If anyone requires any information about the club or bowling please
contact secretary.ashbowlsclub@gmail.com or telephone 01304
813629.
SANDWICH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY - sadly, we have cancelled
both of our remaining lectures for the season April 16th and May 21st
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk
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The Ash Society – February Meeting
On 20th February we had a most fascinating and beautifully illustrated talk
on The Life of The Hare.
Our speaker was Russell Miles, from Thanet, and it soon became obvious
that he spends many solitary, very still and very long hours in his wellcamouflaged hide to enable him to produce such wonderful results. We
were taken through every aspect of the hare’s lifecycle, introduced to its
predators and shown its remarkable facility for self-preservation, or indeed
for non-detection – in one or two slides it was almost impossible to see the
hare. We were told that all film was shot within a ten-mile radius of Thanet
and it was quite surprising to realise the wealth of wildlife on our doorstep.
A really wonderful evening and something quite different for the Ash
Society.
Nina Vallack

New Ash Players - Dick Whittington
Many grateful thanks to our audiences for supporting our latest Pantomime,
Dick Whittington.
We had a record turn out yet again, with over 600 people attending our five
performances. Even more thanks are due if you purchased a programme
and/or raffle tickets! This enabled us to reach our target of £500 to donate to
our chosen charity.
The wonderful hamper was won by Jo Hyslop, whose daughter is one of
the dancers. The bottle of spirit was won by the Smiths from Finglesham,
with the box of vegetables, kindly donated by Trevor Bradley, going to Lynn
and Paul Dunn.
A big thank you to all our advertisers, which enables us to have some
flexibility with the finances of the show. Many of you may not be aware that
it costs in the region of £3,000 to put on the Pantomime.
Tony Jones

The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital – Ash Branch
We held a stall at the coffee morning on Saturday 7th March at which we
raised £76.50 which we were very pleased with. Thank you to the people
who supported us. We are still collecting used stamps and old coins.
Marion Martin
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Ash Horticultural Society - Adam Frost
Well, we now know that we can seat 150 people in the Hall (but only with
the generous loan of extra seating from Westmarsh Village Hall – thank
you). He spoke for nearly two hours and we were all riveted.
He began by describing his path into horticulture and designing gardens. It
began with gardening with his grandparents (Tiny Nan and Scruffy Nan) in
East London. (So please encourage your own grandchildren…)
His move to Budleigh Salterton, where he did not fit in. His smart London
fashions had not yet reached Devon. He left school with no qualifications. At
17, he was accepted for the army, but the recruiting officer suggested he
should try and get a job first. Lucky break No.1. He was accepted for an
apprenticeship with the local authority parks department. Lucky break No 2.
He learned all aspects of horticulture from propagation to maintaining
sportsgrounds. On qualifying, looking for a job, he answered an
advertisement and had a 3-and-a-half-hour talk with a gardener, who later
phoned to say he liked him very much, but there was another candidate who
was better qualified. A couple of weeks later, the gardener phoned to say
that the first candidate thought he was over-qualified, would Adam still like
the job? ‘I’ll think about it and let you know’, he replied. The gardener was
Geoff Hamilton. Adam had never watched Gardeners’ World; he had other
things to do on a Friday night. His wife and his mother told him to accept
pdq.
It was clear that of all the breaks in his life, having Geoff Hamilton as his
mentor was the greatest. Geoff was not just a lovely, generous man, he was
ahead of his time on many gardening issues, including organic gardening
and finding alternatives to peat compost. Geoff funded Adam to train as a
landscape gardener and garden designer, which led to his entering gardens
for Chelsea, where he has been awarded 7 golds. It was evident that
entering a garden for the Chelsea Flower Show is HARD WORK (something
we shall hear more about from Steve Edney at our meeting in November). In
fact, designing a garden for Chelsea took such a toll that he promised Mrs
Frost he would not enter another garden for Chelsea. Unfortunately (or
rather, fortunately - for us) the RHS had other ideas. Every year, they invite
a gardener to design a garden for the ‘triangle’, a large area at the show.
And so, this year at Chelsea, Adam’s garden will demonstrate the threats
that our garden plants are under, especially from diseases spread by
invading pests. (Xylella, from America, has spread to Europe, causing the
death of thousands of olive trees. It has not yet reached the UK – we hope.
It can affect over 500 species from rosemary to oak trees).
Adam told us how he approached designing gardens, working through
ideas, which left many of us in the audience to reappraise our own gardens.
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Hills Court Footpath – Nature Trail
Most months in the year, the humble dandelion is in flower. These
wildflowers, with their main flush in early spring, are nectar filled and
attract the early bees, for
example the solitary mining and
mason bees.
They are also a favourite of
hoverflies and many other
important pollinators.
To insects the centre of the
flower heads glow purple
attracting them to the sweet
reward.
The queen buff-tail is the first
bumblebee to emerge in spring.
Buff-tailed Bumblebee
The tree bumblebee, wool carder
bee, cuckoo bumblebee,
orange-tailed mining bee, bufftailed bumblebee are amongst
the twelve species
photographed and identified
along the nature trail.
Insects are wonderful and
extremely important and their
decline will have serious
consequences.
Wildflowers can help with their
survival, no matter how small an
Common Carder Bee
area, by offering them a home
and a vital food source.
Wildflower meadows have
declined by 97% since the
1930’s leading to their numbers
plummeting.
Their loss impacts upon other
wildlife which feed upon them.
Pearl Thorne

Dandelion flowers
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What’s in A Name
It's not in one of the oldest parts of our village, but Becket Close in Ash,
parallel to Queens Road, reminds us of Ash’s historic links to Thomas
Becket, the Archbishop of Canterbury who was murdered in his own
cathedral on 29th December 1170 by four of the King's knights.
Becket was made a saint just three years afterwards; his cult led many
thousands of pilgrims to visit his shrine in Canterbury Cathedral each year
throughout the Middle Ages.
Becket almost certainly travelled through Ash when he returned from exile
in France on 1st December 1170, shortly before his murder.
He landed at Sandwich and headed for Canterbury. According to an
account of his return, the roads he journeyed on were lined with
welcoming crowds.
Ash also has a connection with one of Becket’s sisters, Agnes. Her heir,
and probably her son, was Theobald de Helles, who took his name from
the estate at what is now known as Hills Court, on the other side of the
bypass.The family owned this estate and other land in southern England.
The surname Becket was used by Becket’s father, Gilbert, and also by
Agnes, but seemingly never by Thomas himself.
When Chancellor of England, he referred to himself as Thomas of
London, after the city in which he was born.
Only one of his medieval biographers uses the surname ‘Becket’. He
became known as Becket partly to distinguish him from other saints called
Thomas.
There are a few possible meanings for the name. Becket may derive from
‘beaked’, meaning having a large nose. Thomas has indeed been
described as having a large nose, which may have been inherited from
his father. It may also refer to a place-name.
There are many places with names such as Bec or Becquet in Northern
France, where Thomas’s family originally came from. These names derive
from a word for stream, like the word ‘beck’, often used in northern
England.
This year marks a double Becket anniversary, perhaps even a triple.
Becket was murdered in 1170, and his remains were moved (or
‘translated’) to a new shrine in the cathedral in 1220. It’s thought that he
was born in 1120.
There will be many events to mark the commemorations, in Canterbury,
Sandwich and, no doubt, Becket Close, Ash.
Cressida Williams
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Stories from the Archives
Marking the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War helps
us reflect on the changed conditions for the "home front" during those six
eventful years. We are all familiar with accounts of rationing, blackouts,
school evacuations, utility clothing, air raids and general restrictions which
curtailed normal life for "the duration."
What about recreation? How were routine sporting activities affected,
particularly here in Ash, once war was declared? This district had
enjoyed a healthy reputation for football, hockey and cricket during the
1930s but the inevitable effects of conscription, petrol rationing, war
duties and the need for increased food production took its toll on regular
fixtures between clubs. In Ash, the cricket club had moved to Goldstone
in 1936 and had completed its 1939 season just as war began. Perhaps it
was the so-called "phoney war" in France that winter which encouraged
the committee to hold its AGM in time-honoured fashion at the
Wheatsheaf Inn on 17th April 1940 and decide to "carry on through the
1940 season." They could not have known, that evening, that Hitler's
blitzkrieg through the Ardennes, the Dunkirk evacuation and the Battle of
Britain, all imminent, might yet have a say in matters!
Despite several regular players now being in uniform, a number of fixtures
were drawn up, Goldstone Farm meadow was busily prepared and written
thanks for its availability conveyed to Mrs Foat. The committee, captain
and ground workforce were enthusiastically elected and - very
important! - match tea arrangements were put in hand. Along with the
spring sunshine, out came the bats and the linseed oil - Herr Hitler could
make as many invasion threats as he liked, but Ash Cricket Club wasn't
listening ...
Little imagination is needed to conjure up the scene that summer. The
BEF was back in Blighty; the Home Guard still awaited its rifles; concrete
pillboxes and barbed wire appeared everywhere; Spitfires and
Messerschmidts screamed overhead; excited schoolboys collected
shrapnel; all and sundry Dug for Victory; a defiant Churchill extolled The
Few; "Corporal" Hitler's apoplexy rose another notch ... but in Ash the
stumps were once more calmly pitched in the sunshine: "Middle and leg
please, umpire."
In one game near Dover, our flannelled cricketers continued to "flit o'er
the greensward" as, high above them, the Luftwaffe's best efforts brought
down a barrage balloon in flames. Hell Fire Corner indeed! Exciting
games, dangerous times. But how long could this continue? With the
onset of another winter, final victory was clearly still far away. Young men
continued to be called up, one of our players had been captured during
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the Battle of Flanders and a growing number of clubs were putting away
their equipment until peace returned. And Ash CC? The bar at the
Wheatsheaf was once more full on 20th May 1941 - for another
AGM! What to do this time? The club's skipper quietly took the lead: "It
was proposed by Mr L. Bourne and seconded by Mr R. Chandler that the
Club carry on." Never say die! The absence of civilian fixtures could
perhaps be offset by games with Service sides - and so they were, the
summer being spent playing against teams of soldiers and airmen. With
the Battle of the Atlantic in the balance, the Eighth Army now locking
horns with Rommel's Afrika Korps, Britain's cities emerging from the first
winter of the Blitz and food rationing beginning to bite, Ash CC's
committee studiously pondered on the possibility of improving the quality
of the pitch at Goldstone meadow ...
Dare they call yet another AGM in the spring of 1942? Yes, but this time
circumstances had devastated the fixture list, so the Club solemnly
prepared an inventory of their gear, generously handed over their facilities
to the Air Training Corps and undertook to keep the meadow trimmed but reserved the right to play on it themselves if opportunity arose. Only
now, nearly three years into the war, did Ash CC call "stumps."
By the late summer of 1945 Germany and Japan lay prostrate. In Ash,
thoughts turned that winter to reviving the cricket club, and on 25 April
1946 Dr Ogilvie glanced around the Guide Room and asked those
present: "May I sign these minutes as an accurate record of the last AGM,
held on 15th May 1942?" Of course he could. Three of the eleven
attending that first post-war meeting had good reason to remember they'd been present on that very sad evening four years earlier. He
signed.
Our PoW had returned safely home but another player would, sadly, lie
forever in North Africa. But now, even with new challenges to overcome,
there was optimism in the air. The parish council - after legal advice allowed the Club to use the Recreation Ground and the tiny Goldstone
pavilion - or hut - was dismantled and carried to Queen's Road. Away
games would pose difficulties with petrol still on ration, and permission
must now be sought from the Ministry of Food for a special licence to
make club teas, but all would be overcome in time. One must doubt that
Hitler and Hirohito ever did understand England and her beloved cricket...
The archives of Ash Cricket Club, supplemented by further extensive
research by the writer, are held on loan at the Ash Heritage Centre, which
is open on Saturday mornings (10am to noon) or by appointment. (NB the
centre is currently closed during the coronavirus restrictions).
Peter Ewart
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Garden Jottings for April
At the time of writing celandines are in full glory, a sight that brings me
fond memories from my childhood. Many people stress about the spread
of these pretty plants (or weeds!) but they will shrivel and soon disappear
unlike their companions violet odorata and forget-me-not both of which
will colonise large areas of the border. Although they give a welcome
splash of colour in spring they must be kept under control. Celandines,
however should not be dug up as this will only spread the bulbils even
further.
Daffodils are also giving a lovely show this year, but if you notice a lack in
some areas make a note, now, on your calendar for September to buy
some more. Dwarf bulbs make a lovely addition to the rockery or under
shrubs at the edge of a border. As the flowers fade cut off the seed head
but leave the foliage to die down to nourish the bulbs for next year. Dead
head spring pansies and plant up hanging baskets to place outside in
May.
Any potted plants or shrubs that have been in situ for a long time may be
pot bound and need a larger container. Tease the congested root ball
gently out, add new compost and feed, after adding drainage crocks over
the hole then firm the plant into place. Other large pots should have the
top few inches of soil removed and replaced with fresh compost and
some slow release feed. Water well as with all other recently planted
shrubs and plants.
Pot up begonia and dahlia tubers and begin to harden off over wintered
plants.
Ventilate the greenhouse on sunny days watering carefully as too much is
as harmful as too little. Keep watering cans full to warm up and prevent
cold water shock to the plants.
Runner beans should be started into growth in trays of compost, along
with dwarf beans, to plant out in May after all chance of frost is past. Get
the bed ready, putting
some compost in where
you will be planting the
beans. Marrow seeds
should be pushed in
two to a pot. Then you
can select the sturdiest
one to grow outside.
Tomatoes grown from
seed should be potted
to prepare for outdoor
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planting in May, but greenhouse tomatoes should be watered carefully
and fed when the first truss of fruit is formed. Have canes ready for
support and tie them in as they grow.
Sow radish, lettuce and spring onions outdoors.
As foliage appears on potatoes heap some soil over it to protect from frost
“earthing up” is the correct term for this.
Put supports in the border for herbaceous plants to grow through or be
tied into.
Complete pruning of shrubs and climbing roses and give them some
fertilizer.
Sow annual seeds in drifts in beds or in trays to transplant later such as
cosmos, zinnia, pot marigold, larkspur, clarkia and godetia.
After scarifying and applying weed control and feed to lawns remember to
water this in if no rain falls soon after application. Then mow with the
blade set high at first cut. Do not add mowings to the compost heap for
the first 2-3 cuts. It is a good time to turn the compost heap or make a
new one.
Place coarse twiggy material as a base layer. If the heap seems too wet
or slimy it will help to add shredded newspaper, egg boxes or cardboard
to the layers along with bonfire ash.
To give a really good look to the garden “edge up” the lawn with a sharp
half-moon cutter making an outward sloping cut to prevent the edge from
collapsing. Fork over borders.
Clean out bird feeders and baths and keep well filled. Fish will need food
now but only enough to be eaten in 5 minutes. Too much food will pollute
the water.
Clean out water pumps, filters and fountains and top up the water levels –
although this is probably not necessary with the amount of rainfall we’ve
had this year!
Christine Brown

Magazine Subscription
Never miss an edition of your favourite parish magazine and have it
delivered straight to your door (within Ash Parish).
Subscribe online at www.s8nicholas.org.uk and click on the Request
Parish Magazine Subscription button or phone Rebecca on 07443
605873 or email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
Proceeds from the magazine go to support the Church and its
important work in our communities.
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April Reflections
The Cuckoo.
In April I arrive,
In May you hear my call.
In June I change my tune
And, in July away I fly.
This was taught me by my Grandmother and was probably based on the
last verse of a well-known, ancient poem and song, the following is one of
it’s earliest versions, dated around 1250:
Summer is icumen in,
Lhude sing cucuu;
(loudly)
Groweth sed and bloweth med,
And springeth the wude nu.

(seed, meadow)
(wood new)

It was often sung as a round or ‘catch’. Over time it became a popular
song both in England and then in America. Many different verses were
added, sometimes the bird remained ‘he’ but there were also female
variations which make more sense now as we know much more about the
bird’s life.
I always get a’ lift’ of spirits hearing the first Cuckoo of the season, a
feeling that summer is soon to be on it’s way!
When living in Sandwich, we would here them all the time through April
and May, most years.
I used to walk my Labrador, Troy, around the river loop towards the golf
links, and was lucky enough to have some clear sightings of one. Also got
very close to one along the Old Highway to Deal.
The adult birds are about 33cms long with a wing span of 58cms. Most
often Grey on head and back, with banding on the breast and underparts,
their legs and feet can be quite a bright orange and are unusual in having
two toes pointing foreward and two back.
They have a startling yellow eye with a yellow ring around it. They can
spread their long tails like a Kestrel and in flight their wings are
sometimes falcon shaped; So they may be mistaken for Kestrels,
especially as some of the females and Juveniles have a rusty or tawny
brown tinge to their back and heads.
They are hard to spot and may fly low and unobtrusively like a Sparrow
Hawk, though their wing beats are faster. They may be pursued by
agitated smaller birds! Once high in the sky on their long migration back
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to Africa for the winter, they are fast and strong, their soft grey upper
colour and banded underparts must make them hard for bigger Raptors to
spot on these long flights. Most people know about the Cuckoo’s pirating
skills, laying a single egg in a ‘host’ nest, first removing one of those
there. Around Sandwich, the most commonly targeted species is the
Reed Warbler, so therefore a good place to Cuckoo watch! Or along the
Stour, the footpath between West Stourmouth and the Dog and Duck is
also a good place to hear them. Other species used are Dunnock,
Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Whitethroat, and Spotted Flycatcher’, each
female Cuckoo lays an egg which mimics the colour and pattern of the
chosen host’s own eggs. When the chick hatches it will push out any
other eggs or hatchlings, the Cuckoo chick grows at a tremendous rate,
often overfilling the nest, the host parents are kept very busy feeding their
huge ‘guest’! The drawings are based on photos from the Photographic
guide to the Birds of Britain and
Europe by Hakan Deliu and Lars
Stevensson, with the cover picture
from a photo on a Bird Guide app I
have on my ipad. As a longdistance migrant visiting Europe
from April till September the
Cuckoo is in decline, but still most
commonly found in Southern and
Central England. They feed on
caterpillar, other invertebrates and
can live up to 12 years.
The male Cuckoo’s call is far
carrying and may be repeated
many times, if he is seeing off a
rival he gives ‘an irascible throatclearing ‘gugh-cheh-cheh’! The
female has an urgent bubbling call,
‘puhuhuhuhuhu’, Whereas the
young birds begging from food,
sound like a smaller species with a
‘very penetrating ‘scree-scree-scree’’ (these descriptions are from the
photographic guide already mentioned.) Once mating is done, the call
changes; just making the ‘cuck’ sound repeated over again, said to sound
like a drum beat and believed for centuries to be a sign that the birds are
about to leave, as in the last verse of the following Ballad, the parents fly
back to Africa independently, the young have a built in navigation
knowledge and travel separately.
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The Cuckoo is a Pretty Bird
The following version is from the Oxford book of English Traditional
Verse.
Often sold as a Broadsheet Ballad, popular between 1780 and 1812, The
gender of the bird changes in different version, other verses speak of
infidelity, betrayal and inconstancy, often of young women being ‘led
astray’ and then abandoned by men. Often soldiers or sailors!
But in others links perhaps to the term Cuckold, used in a derogatory way
of men, at a time when men were supposed to ‘control’ and certainly
owned their wives, whose wives had been found to be unfaithful. Both
would be publicly shamed and punished.
The term is common in Shakespeare’s plays and others of the Tudor
period. But had been in use in the medieval period too.
The Cuckoo.
The cuckoo is a merry bird,
He sings as he flies,
He brings us glad tidings
And tells us no lies.

He sucks the bird’s eggs
To make his voice clear,
And the more he cries ‘Cuckoo’
The summer draws near.

The cuckoo is a lazy bird,
She never builds a nest,
She makes herself busy
By singing to the rest.

She never hatches her own young,
And that we all know,
But leaves it for some other bird
While she cries ‘cuckoo’

And when her time is come
Her voice we no longer hear,
And where she goes
we do not know
Until another year.

The cuckoo comes in April
She sings a song in May
In June she beats upon the drum,
And then she’ll fly away.

So my Grandmother’s rhyme was right, though we now know a lot more
about the birds and the life patterns. I recently found my old Nursery
Rhyme book from the early 1950s! I always loved the coloured plate
illustrations by Margaret W. Tarrant, it includes the song, but just the first
and second verse.
Many folk laws grew up around this mysterious bird: Divination of the
years until your death or till a marriage depending on the number of calls
you first hear. It was considered to be doing the right thing when you first
heard one as it would affect the coming year; Money in your pocket
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bought good fortune, none was bad luck! If you were active at the time, it
would prevent you becoming idle or lazy. A verse from 1915 suggests:
If you hear the cuckoo
Before you see a swalloe
All the year will be
Misery and sorrow.
Oh dear, let’s hope we do get some swallow arriving early, they too are
often in short supply these days. It was also a misfortune to still be in bed
when you heard one; possibly to encourage the milkmaids and servants
to rise early!
But enough of this…..did you know
that we also have Cuckoo bees?
These are types of solitary bees who
prey on other solitary bees who live
in the ground , wood, masonry or the
nice ‘Bug Hotels’ that are increasing
popular, and rightly so. The females
wait until their chosen host has gone
to feed, then beak into the sealed
chambers and eat or destroy ( or
their young will) the egg that’s there,
lay their own beside the store of food
already waiting, reseal the chamber
and fly off to find another likely host.
Have a great month, I hope that for
so many people around the country,
that the rain and wind will die away
and that all the flood damage is
repaired so that their lives can also
be rebuilt. I hope we get to see and
hear a lot of migrant birds arriving
and that our gardens and parks begin to show their summer colours. But
we know that April is famed for it’s showers, so two little rhymes from my
‘ancient’ book to end with:
A sunshiny shower
Won’t last half an hour.
Which is the bow that has no arrow?
The rainbow that never killed a sparrow.
Which is the singer that hath but one song?
The cuckoo, who singeth it all day long.
Pat Coles
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A Final Word… on Corona Virus
There once lived a nasty new virus
which came, I think not to inspire us,
but to cause consternation
until vaccination
comes along to jab and rewire us!
So meanwhile, to give our attention
to ways forward - this is not new invention …
to seek inner resources
and steer kindly courses
Love and caring both get a mention.
So if overworked, lonely or fearful,
there is one way not to become tearful let us all write a rhyme
and exchange them in time
and we will soon be awfully cheerful!
Barbara Way
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