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Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
Community
PCSO Eva Winter

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999
101 or email
Eva.Winter@kent.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 369314
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440

Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s Prep School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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What’s On
THE HAPPY HOUR at Elmstone Church will take place on Friday 1st April
from 6.30pm. For more Elmstone news, see pages 14& 21.
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING in April will be held on Saturday 2nd
April from 10am-12pm in Ash Village Hall, hosted by Christian Aid raising
money for the charity’s Ukraine Appeal. See poster page 10.
THE ARTS SOCIETY SANDWICH meet on Monday 4th April in The
Guildhall, Sandwich, at 7pm. Douglas Skeggs will speak on Titian - the first
modern artist. For more details, see page 15.
ASH HERITAGE GROUP meet on Thursday 7th April. The talk is by Dr
Andrew Richardson on Anglo-Saxon life in Ash and the kingdom of Kent.
See poster page 26.
THE CHURCHYARD BASH will take place from 9am on Saturday 9th April
from 9am-12pm at St Nicholas Church, Ash.
THE CHEQUER INN ASH SOCIETY invites views on the pub’s future at an
open event on Saturday 9th April from midday onwards. For more details see
poster page 20.
GOODNESTONE CHOIR perform Stainer’s Crucifixion on Sunday 10th April
at 6pm. Retiring collection.
ASH WI meet on Thursday 14th April in Ash Village Hall 7.30pm. The
speaker is Linda Warren on Fashion in the ‘60s. For more details see page
13.
SANDWICH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY meet on April 14th at 7pm In the
Grand Jury Room, Sandwich Guildhall. Colin Varrall will speak on 'The Port
of Richborough, its extraordinary historic importance'.
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY meet on Thursday 28th April at Ash
Village Hall from 7.30pm. Entry is £2. Visit
www.ashhortsoc.org.uk

THE ANNUAL ART EXHIBITON including
children’s art competition will be held at St Nicholas
Church, Ash, from April 30 to May 2. For more
details see pages 11&12.
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Church Notices
Church Services
Sunday 3rd April: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone; Holy
Communion 9am, Elmstone Church; Morning Worship, 10.30am, St
Nicholas Church, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Mary’s Nonington.
Sunday 10th April: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Family Service, 10.30am, St
Mildred’s, Preston; Breakfast Church, 9.30am, St Mary’s, Nonington.
Friday 15th April: Good Friday Family Service, 10.30am, St Nicholas,
Ash; Reflective Service and Holy Communion.7pm, St Nicholas, Ash.
Sunday 17th April: Easter Sunday Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross,
Goodnestone; Holy Communion, 9am, Elmstone Church; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am,
Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 24th April: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion, 10am, Baptist
Chapel, Nonington.
We will continue to stream our 11am Sunday services via our YouTube
channel and our Facebook page, where you will also find news and
updates.
www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice
www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice
The weekly news sheet is uploaded at
www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and www.s8nicholas.org.uk
Private Prayer
Churches are open at the following times:
 St Nicholas, Ash, 9.30am-4pm all week.
 Holy Cross, Goodnestone, is open in daylight hours.
 All Saints, Chillenden, 10am-5pm Saturdays and Sundays
Other churches in the Benefice can be unlocked upon request.
*Please note services may be taking place during these times.
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Deal Foodbank
A collecting bin is at St Nicholas’ Church, through the glass doors by the
font. The following items are of the greatest need:
 Tinned meat or fish
 Tinned fruit
 Tinned/packet soup
 Tinned custard or rice pudding
 Puddings
 Long life fruit juice
 Shampoo, deodorant, shaving stuff
 Baked beans/spaghetti hoops
 Pasta and pasta sauce
 Tea or coffee and biscuits
 Cereal
 Sanitary products and toilet rolls
 Cat/dog food
 Long life milk
 Squash
 Jams or spreads
 Cleaning cloths and cleaning products
 Rice and noodles.
Thank you so much.
Jennifer Taylor

Easter Church Flowers
It is traditional to have Lilies in church for Easter. If you would like to make
a donation in memory of a loved one, it would be most appreciated.
To contribute toward the displays of Lilies arranged for the Easter
weekend, please leave donations at Drovers End, Pudding Lane, Ash.
01304 812 651.
The St Nicholas’ Flower Arrangers

Parish Register
Baptism
Lottie Cahill, St Nicholas, Ash, 6th March
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The Parish Letter
Chill and Ecstasy
Eastern Orthodox Christians describe the church season of Lent, which
we are now in, as a season of ‘bright sadness’. The invasion of Ukraine
by Russia is a sad, devastating and unjust catastrophe which is
challenging the sense of peace and security of many. Even though there
may be the slightest tinge of brightness in the compassion shown by
many across the western world, in truth we have yet to see the ‘bright
sadness’ of this season in Eastern Europe.
The ‘bright sadness’ aspect of this season is of course a reflection of
Christ’s passion 2000 years ago. Yet at the time, not unlike today’s events
in eastern Europe, the ‘bright’ happenings were hard to find. The benefit
of hindsight only reveals the ‘bright sadness’. But were there some bright
aspects of the Easter story before the glorious revelation of Easter
Sunday?
The women who endured the emotional torment of watching Jesus die on
the cross –a wonderful example of the importance of staying with
someone who is suffering – is just one example. These resilient mothers
surpassed their offspring in mental toughness. Matthew records that the
mother of the sons of Zebedee was there, but there is no evidence that
James and John were with her; the eagerness with which they ditched
their nets to follow Jesus in Galilee now a distant memory.
And another? The dignifying of the body of Jesus - usually the
responsibility of those who love you the most - falls to Joseph from
Arimathea – a disciple, but not one who hitherto had commanded much
space in Jesus’ life. He showed great courage in approaching Pilate for
the body. The situation was so volatile that no follower of Jesus could
have been sure of their own life. Had he not gone to Pilate, there was
every chance that the body of Jesus would have been further mutilated,
such was the malevolence surrounding that day. Joseph was a rich man,
showing that it was possible to be rich and a follower of Jesus. The
generosity with which he put his money at God’s disposal is an example
to us all, and an incentive. Could anyone have owned a more important
piece of property than the tomb in which Jesus’ body was put to
rest? Joseph would have gone to his death with the joy of knowing that.
The chief priests and the Pharisees, not content with crucifixion, lobby
Pilate to throw what today would be termed a security cordon around this
tomb, to ensure that no-one could interfere with the evidence of a dead,
7

and soon to be decaying, man. There’s a remarkable irony here: the
friends seemed to forget entirely the promise of Jesus that he would rise
from the dead on the third day; they simply hadn’t understood his
teaching, or didn’t believe. Meanwhile the Jewish elders, despite their
opposition to Jesus, had understood all too well what this might mean.
It’s important that the Church reflects on the pastoral meaning of Easter
Eve because it is the forgotten day. We fast-forward from the crucifixion to
the resurrection and miss its significance. The passage from death to
resurrection, from darkness to light, from despair to joy, can be slow and
painful. We would rather move quickly through the painful experiences of
life, like using the DVD remote to skip the frames of a film we find
unsavoury, but God has not afforded us that privilege any more than he
did for his Son. In our Christian care for one another, we should resist the
temptation to jolly people out of despair just because we find it awkward
and unpalatable. We should rather ‘journey’ with them.
The endless hours of Easter Eve afforded the disciples the time to reflect
on their own failings. It is hard to get a grip on the guilt they must have
felt, unless at some point we have contributed to someone else’s death
ourselves. These feelings would have burrowed into Peter, James, John
and the others like a vicious burn. This is the emotional setting for the day
of resurrection. A superficial understanding of what took place that
weekend overlooks this dimension. One poet has described their
realisation that Jesus was alive again as a moment
of ‘chill ecstasy’ – not dissimilar to ‘bright
sadness’. The joy, or ‘ecstasy’, is readily
understood; the chill would have been the shudder
down the spine that the friend you fatally let down is
staring you in the eyes after death. When things go
wrong in life, we always attempt to re-write history to
ensure we look better in the eyes of others. Jesus’
resurrection put paid to the possibility of that little
deception. Thankfully for us, the four Gospels tell it
like it was.
God’s wonderful promise to us is that those who
sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy. The Easter weekend shows us
that this is an emotional development more than the description of two
distinct events. One merges into the other, where tears are mingled with
both grief and joy. May the ‘bright sadness’ of this season be realised in
the lives of those suffering in the Ukraine.
Rev David Moulden
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday
7th March 2022.
A collection had been made following the passing of Ray Hooker and a
request was made by a parishioner for a plaque be installed in Pound
Corner close to where Ray often sat and a tree planted in the recreation
ground.
A meeting had been held with DDC and other local parishes on Traveller
Policies as this has and continues to cause concern within the district. DDC
now say they have enough pitches, so this should allow control of any “pop
up” sites in the future. It is the lack of dedicated pitches that has caused
issues in the past.
Unusually, there was only one planning application so a quick agenda item.
Now with the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) accepted by DDC
this allows applications to be measured against the NDP parameters.
As the new financial year starts soon, the council had various housekeeping
topics to discuss and agree, for example agree insurance provider for the
Council and contractor to maintain the recreation ground.
The Environment officer reported a few branches had been blown off trees
in the recreation ground but generally there was little damage following the
recent gales.
It was agreed that the book “A Corner of Kent” by James Planche and the
1953 Commemorative Book of the purchase of the second half of Ash
recreation ground be permanently loaned to the Ash Heritage Centre as this
would then allow parishioners to view these items.
A scoping application had been made to DDC regarding a solar farm on the
Goss Hall marshes, the site would cover 73ha. It was agreed the Clerk
would contact the applicant to see if the council could discuss the
application and also arrange an open meeting with parishioners so the
council could obtain views and then feed back these views to DDC.

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the Parish
Council website https://ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
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St Nicholas Church Art Exhibition
The annual art exhibition and sale organised by the Friends of St
Nicholas Church will be open to the public from Saturday 30th April to
Monday 2nd May.
The Friends of St Nicholas Church are once again organising a Children’s
Art Competition as part of the art exhibition. The theme for the
competition this year will be 'The Queen's Platinum Jubilee'. Leaflets with
the entry details will be available from Cartwright & Kelsey School, St
Faiths at Ash School, St Nicholas Church and Ash Library. There will be
three categories - under 5 years, 5-7 years and 8-11 years.
Christine Goatham, The Friends of St Nicholas Church

New Walking Group Starts
In response to a request about a walking group in the village, we seized
the opportunity and enthusiasm to get walking. On Saturday 12th March,
about 12 villagers took to the footpaths around Weddington and Brooke
Street. There was a steady pace with some striding ahead… you know
who you are! But that’s fine. On this occasion we met as a ‘group of
friends going for a walk’! We walked for about 90 minutes. Some peeled
off early, some went on for a cup of tea.
Hazel and I have now almost completed the official Health Walks
programme and will be signed off in the next few weeks. This is part of a
Rambler’s/ NHS initiative. Similar walks can be found in several local
villages.
The big question at the moment is what day and time should the walks
take place? We plan to have a poll on the village Facebook page and find
a suitable regular day and time. Look out for it or let us know.
In the meantime, let’s walk again, 3pm Saturday 9th April starting at the
Chequer Inn, Ash. Come along and join us! All welcome.
Jane Greaves

Hospice Coffee Morning
The coffee morning at Ash Village Hall in February raised a total of £534
for the Pilgrims Hospices including the sale of official merchandise.
Jean Ryan
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The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, Ash Branch
We made £46 at the community coffee morning in Ash Village Hall in
March and Marilyn made £25 at St Peter’s Church, Sandwich, on the
following Thursday.
We are still collecting stamps and coins at every coffee morning. Thank
you.
Marion Martin

Ash and Westmarsh WI
Grateful thanks to all those villagers who supported our Community
Coffee morning last month; we made a healthy profit for our funds, and
sincerely hope you all enjoyed the refreshments plus lots of catching up
with friends and neighbours.
The April monthly meeting will be held on Thursday 14th in the Village Hall
at the old time of 7.30pm, as the clocks have now gone forward. Our
speaker will be Linda Warren on "Fashion in the ‘60s" and to create a bit
of fun, members are asked to dig out any photos of themselves in ‘60s
gear - we'll display them and have a "guess who this is" competition?
Bring on the mini skirts - and yes, we did wear them! Additionally, if
members happen to have any of these fashions stored away - do bring
them along, although we don't expect you to model them!
Many thanks to members for all the March meeting's Food Bank
donations - much appreciated as we understand the Banks are currently
struggling to meet UK demand; the collection box will be available again
at the April meeting.
There are also two outings in April; a pub lunch at The Anchor in
Wingham on April 15 and a trip to the restored Willesborough Windmill,
with afternoon tea to follow; contact Sarah Stephenson on 01304 813530
if you haven't yet signed up and would like to be included.
Meanwhile why not visit our website?
www.thewiorg.uk/ashwithwestmarsh
Jean Ryan

Share your news and views with the Parish Magazine.
Either email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post
hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Meet up Mondays at the Chequer Inn
When we started Meet Up Mondays in the summer of 2020, we were
pleased that tenant Jan Payten wanted to host this regular event in our
community pub, after all that was what a community pub which is more
than a pub is all about!
The company running the Chequer Inn has gone into liquidation, which
can be a difficult business at any time. This mean that Jan will cease to
be the tenant of the pub. While we await for the legal aspects to grind into
motion, it's important to keep you up to date with future plans.
In time, we will be looking for an appointing a new tenant. Once we are
able to access the property legally, in the next week or so, we will once
again open the doors on a Monday morning for everyone to come in for a
natter and a cuppa.
Until then the gardening group still meets on a Monday morning and it's
lovely that several of you have come along to keep our spirits up as well
as the weeds in order! If anyone is keen to drop by for a cuppa and a
natter - wrap up and come on down. It is possible to sit in the tea rooms
out of the weather.
We will keep you informed when we can once again share the space and
get together inside but until then enjoy the current sunshine!
Jane Greaves and Hazel Lander

The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Church
Happy Hours at Elmstone Church
These are continuing on the first Friday evening in the month, from
6.30pm. The next dates are on 1st April, (hopefully outside on
Church Meadow from this date), and 6th May.
Friday 3 June will be a special evening for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee.
Mothering Sunday Service at St. Mildred's
This was held on the 2nd Sunday in March, being our Family Service
Sunday, and not having a service on Mothering Sunday itself.
The service, taken by Anne Talbert, was well supported. During the
service flowering plants were given out to all the ladies in the
congregation. Refreshments were served afterwards.
A generous collection was taken in aid of Ukraine.
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Easter Service - Sunday 17 April – 9am Elmstone Church
This will be a Communion Service. We will be having coffee and hot cross
buns afterwards.
Otherwise, Church Services are
1st Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone - 9am followed by refreshments
2nd Sunday - Family Service - St. Mildred's - 10.30am - followed by
refreshments
3rd Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone - 9am
4th and 5th Sundays - No service.
Elmstone Village Fete - Sunday 15th May - 2.3 -5pm
Teas at the church and fete on the Meadow. Stalls will comprise books,
cakes, plants and more with games and pony grooming.
If you would like further information or to have a stall, please contact
Janette Nickols
at janette.nickols@yahoo.co.uk or phone 07803 086584
St Mildred's Churchyard
The Spring gully clearance has just taken place. Following the
recent storms, there were also a number of branches in the churchyard
which were cleared away. Thank you to Chris Anderson and Stewart and
Jane Bates for doing such an excellent job.
Some beautiful Snowdrops have recently been planted at the west end of
the churchyard footpath in memory of a much-loved member of our
community.
Elizabeth Timms

The Arts Society Sandwich
The next Arts Society Sandwich lecture will be held in The Guildhall,
Sandwich, at 7pm with refreshments served from 6.30pm on Monday 4th
April. The speaker is Douglas Skeggs on Titian - the first modern artist.
This lecture will illustrate Titian`s painting process, in which he created a
style and method that shaped the art of the Baroque and influenced every
European painter of the next four centuries. We welcome non-members
but would appreciate a £6 contribution per event. Please visit
www.sandwichdfas.org.uk for membership and programme information.
You can follow us on Facebook at theartssocietysandwich
William Fortescue
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Hannah’s Trek for CoppaFeel
Ash resident, Hannah Hasler is hiking 100km in the name of boobs to
support and raise awareness for breast cancer charity CoppaFeel.
Secondary school teacher, Hannah, has been chosen as part of just a
group of 100 trekkers from across the UK. Hannah was amazed when
she received the news ‘You’re in’ by email. Hannah’s response was
simple ‘Thanks CoppaFeel, thanks Gi. Challenge accepted

’.

Hannah is no stranger to taking on a charity challenge. Villagers may
have seen her running around Ash last October as after not getting into
last year’s trek Hannah created her own challenge and ran 100 miles
during October and CoppaFeel was one of the charities she ran for.
Over 5 days in June, Hannah will be trekking the Pembrokeshire Coast, a
location she hasn’t visited before - known for its hilly paths, cliffs,
coastline and stunning beaches, with 99 others and the CoppaFeel
team. Hannah will be trekking alongside celebrities headed by bestselling author/podcaster and Queen of the Castle, Giovanna Fletcher,
who is one of CoppaFeel’s
patron’s.
As a sixth form teacher, Hannah
loves and supports the way
CoppaFeel talk about a serious
message in a light-hearted way,
empowering people to start
healthy habits for life which
Hannah can relate to both
professionally and personally.
We lose someone every 45
minutes to breast cancer and in
2009 Hannah’s Nan, Joyce, was
another breast cancer statistic.
Back than Hannah should have
already been checking her boobs
and so Hannah is thankful that
CoppaFeel encourage and teach
16

us how to do this much earlier in life.
To Hannah, Joyce, like many grandparents was her everything growing
up, and since she died Hannah has and will continue to dedicate her life
achievements to her.
Hannah believes that she will be pushed out of her comfort zone, as the
trek will be full of many emotions for all. The money raised and the sense
of achievement and gratitude will make all the training worthwhile.
The target for CoppaFeel fundraising for each trekker is £2,250. Hannah
would love to reach that and even exceed the target. But that can only
happen with your support. So as well as doing the trek itself Hannah
would love for many of you to get involved with her fundraising further too.
How you say? Well through your wisdom…
Did somebody say Wine & Wisdom? Hannah is hosting a Wine &
Wisdom event at Ash Village Hall on Saturday 14th May from 7pm.
Gather a team of up to 8 people, bring your own refreshments and
snacks, and maybe win £100, or a bottle of wine each or maybe go home
with the famous wooden spoon prize. The atmosphere will be fun and
memorable. The event is £5 per a person to enter and ALL funds go to
CoppaFeel.
There will be a raffle on the night, which Hannah is currently putting
together. To contribute a raffle prize contact Hannah directly (details
below) and thanks to those who have already gifted prizes.
To those of you who know what charity means to Hannah and especially
CoppaFeel your understand how excited she is to build on the money
raised last year.
So please help a local girl out by also sharing and taking some time to
check out Hannah’s Just Giving page too
- https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hannahishikingforcoppafeel
Hannah’s final message to you all - Thank you kindly for spending the
time to read my story. Happy hiking all, get out and enjoy all our lovely
local routes. #TeamBoobs x X x
For all wine & wisdom and raffle interest please
email Hannah.rake@googlemail.com
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Rogue Traders – a Warning
The three storms that recently hit Kent have highlighted the need for
residents to be aware of rogue traders who will use this as an opportunity
to inflate costs for substandard work.
Choosing a reputable, reliable and trusted tradesman can be difficult
particularly if you live alone and the repair is urgent, however keep calm
and use the ABC of scam prevention:
Never Assume
Never Believe
Always Confirm
Please consider the following factors:
 Is the repair covered by house insurance? If so, report and follow
their advice.
 Discuss the repair with a relative, neighbour or friend and seek
personal recommendations. Do not be reluctant to ask for advice.
 Local and reliable tradesmen often obtain their work through
recommendations. It is good business for them to build this trust.
 Obtain an estimate in writing. Three estimates are recommended
however any written estimate is unlikely for an urgent repair.
 Does the estimate include VAT? If so, the trader must be VAT
registered with HMRC. The VAT number should be identified on a
written estimate.
 Avoid cash transactions of large sums of money as it has no audit
trail. Most legitimate tradesmen and companies should accept other
forms of payment.
 Do not accept advice from tradesmen randomly calling at your
home. Make an appointment with a legitimate tradesman who are
always willing to provide free advice and estimates, with no pressure
to accept. Do not be reluctant to ask questions no matter how basic.
 Stay in control of the situation. It is your home, your money
and your decision.
KCC Trading Standards Checked are the only traders vetted by Kent
Trading Standards. Details are available online. If you do not have
Internet access contact 03000 416438 (office hours Monday to Saturday).
They will search on your behalf.
If you still feel unsure having considered the above, please contact me
for advice (see contact details, page 2). I am unable to recommend
specific tradesmen but will listen and provide guidance and support where
necessary. Stay safe and enjoy the Spring and Summer months.
Peter Gill, Community Warden
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From our Readers
A Way With Scarlett Runners
An excerpt from "In an English Garden” 1954.
The trouble begins with the Gardener. They are all alike, or almost all.
They leave the pods to grow to really handsome show proportions, by
which time they are full of stringy fibre which could no doubt be utilised in
the manufacture of twine for doing up parcels, or rope. Doubtless the
Scarlet Runner has immense possibilities as a fibre-bearing plant.
How then should Scarlet Runners be cooked, served and eaten?
The first thing is to rid of every bean which has reached the size of a paid
gardener’s heart, show size, that is. Start with the youngest-looking
specimen, snap them in half, one by one. Those which snap clean may
be retained for use. The rest gather for the compost heap. The ultimate
harvest of bright young beans should be boiled whole, together with a few
snapped in half specimens which passed the test. On no account should
they be overcooked, otherwise they will lose the characteristic flavour and
the short, meaty texture which puts this much abused vegetable on a high
gastronomic plane, serve hot, with pepper, salt and butter. Don't spare
the butter but at all costs spare the "marge".
Nanette Mccarthy

A "whilst passing through the local orchards" joke
About 34 odd years ago when we first came to live in Ash - or rather
Hoaden, where we are surrounded by fruit orchards - I took the dog for a
walk across the lane in, what was then a fine cherry orchard, with
towering trees which needed the long stack ladders to reach the fruit.
There was a whole extended family at work picking cherries, and as it
was in the days before "Elf'n'safety" got into it's stride - all the children
were also there, playing amongst the trees in the fresh air and getting
nicely dirty as children should. An older child was nursing a very young
baby, so I stopped to pass the time of day and enquired of the girl, the
baby's name.
"Levi" she replied. "Oh what a lovely name" I said, and then asked " Is it a
family name?" "No" she said, "he's called after the jeans."
Jean Ryan
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Thank you, Sue
Sue Castle has for a number of years gone to considerable effort to
reduce litter in the Jack Foat fields which we are so fortunate to have the
pleasure of using so close to the village.
Sue hangs a large litter sack by the pond and frequently removes and
replaces it unknown, unseen but not unappreciated.
Thank you, Sue.
Christine Brown


Who deserves at thank you for the
contribution they make to village life? Send your
nominations to rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or
post hard copy at 69 The Street, Ash.
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Food Stories
Bible Cake
I only recently
heard about
this delightful
recipe that has
been in my
family for
generations.
The idea being
that the list of
ingredients is
discovered by
finding clues
within pages of
the Bible. The
baker is looking
for key words
such as butter,
eggs, flour,
salt, honey and
so on. I think it
is a wonderful
idea and
wanted to
share in case
this fun idea
appealed to
others.
The
handwritten
copy of this
recipe was found tucked inside my grandmother’s autograph book from
1924.
My grandmother told my mother that this recipe was handed down from
her great great grandmother and that it was called “Bible Cake”.
The original recipe is loose sheet which is now brown and thin with age.
In fact, it looks like it might just crumble away!
I believe outside of our family it is more widely known as “Scripture Cake”
or “Old Testament Cake” and way back in history it was a means to teach
children baking and bible verses.
22

Recipe
This is taken directly from my grandmother’s notes, there are no
directions as such so may rely on baker’s instincts!
Owing to the age of the copy (c 1800s) the family think the references
would come from the King James version of the Bible.
4 ½ cups 1 Kings 4.22
½ lb

Judges 5.25

2 cups

Jeremiah 6.20

2 cups

Nahum 3.12

2 cups

1st Samuel 30.12

2 cups

Numbers 17.8

2 teaspoons

1 Samuel 14.25

To taste 2nd Chronicles 9.9
6

Jeremiah 17.11

½ cup

Judges 4.19

2 teaspoons

Amos 4.5

1 pinch

Leviticus

Bake for 1 and ½ hours
“Borwicks Baking Powder”
can be used instead of
yeast
Beth Barber

What’s your Food Story? We would love to share old
family recipes or meals with fond memories.
Either email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post
hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Garden Jottings April
Last month certainly brought a chill to the air, the gales found any weak
spots in the garden, many trees and fences felt the full force of Nature’s
fury.
April will hopefully be better for carrying out remedial trimming of torn or
broken branches. Firming the soil around plants and check ties and stakes
are securely in place. One sad loss however, the Snowdrops, just joyously
raising their heads, had them whipped away so soon. However the Crocus
and Daffodils are more than making up for their loss. Celandines are also
abundant along the banks of the Durlock stream and fields nearby and also
in the garden. I love to see their golden shining flowers but many people, I
know, have an abhorrence of them. It is a thankless task however to try to
eradicate them as the small bulbs just get spread further by digging! Just
learn to live with them for their brightness on a sunny day, they soon die
down and the withered leaves and seed heads can be tidied away and
burnt.
Sow, or turf, new lawns on prepared ground this month. Stagger joins in the
turf and brush sand and peat mixture into the joins. Soak with a sprinkler
and keep moist until new roots take hold of the soil below. Rake existing
lawns to remove moss and the thatch of dead grass, spread weed and feed
treatment watering in if rain does not fall soon after application. Early cuts
should be done with the mower blades set high gradually lowering later in
the month. Edge borders with a sharp half-moon cutter, slanting away from
the lawn towards the border to prevent broken edges.
Plant hanging baskets to keep inside until late April - early May. Put
supports or twiggy branches around tall perennials so they grow through
them. Providing support early prevents flopping and the need for tying up
with string.
There is still time to split, move or replant new pieces of Phlox, Golden Rod
and Michaelmas Daises etc. discarding old woody centres of large clumps.
Water well after replanting.
Check Hollyhocks and Antirrhinums for coral spot on the underside of the
leaves and treat with a bug spray if present. Be sure to remove heavily
affected leaves and burn them.
To keep seeds grown on windowsills from becoming leggy and pulling
towards the light, stand them on some tinfoil to maximise light and keep
them upright and compact.
Plant Gladiola corms and Lilies 6” deep on a bed of sand in the planting
hole.
Continued over…
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Keep full cans of water in the greenhouse to warm and so avoid the shock
of cold water on young seedlings. Watch the forecast for a cold drop in
temperature, which may affect new growth and take precautions to cover up
with fleece or newspaper. Keep greenhouse doors open during clement
weather.
Pull soil over potatoes planted last month gradually building up a ridge to
cover emerging leaves. Prepare trenches or holes for courgettes, marrows
and runner beans using plenty of well-rotted compost or manure. Sow leeks,
peas, beetroot, cartos, parsnips, lettuce and radish. These last two should
be sown little and often to ensure a continuity of crop through the season.
Marrow seeds should be sown two to a pot, keeping the strongest seedling
to grow on. Start runner beans in a seed tray to plant out in May as well as
dwarf or French beans. Prepare tomatoes by replanting into larger pots to
be planted outside at the end of May.
Cut off old Hydrangea flower heads down to the first pair of fat buds,
removing any old wood, maybe 3-4 branches, to encourage new growth
from below. Prune straggly Camellias and remove reverted green shoots
from variegated shrubs eg Elaeagnus, Euonymus and Hollies. Dogwood
grown for coloured stems should be cut to the ground each Spring to
encourage growth of young stems for the best colour effect. Trim over
heathers lightly to remove old flowers to ensure compact plants. Cut down
hardy Fuchsias to about 6” removing weedy growth completely.
Sow hardy annuals when the soil is moist outdoors. Marigolds, Clarkia,
Nigella and Godetia are good bright varieties. Move bedding plants and
seedlings gradually and carefully into a cold frame or outside in daytime and
take them in at night to harden them off prior to planting in the garden. Dead
head Pansies and Polyanthus, remove seed pods from early daffodils but
leave their leaves to die back naturally.
Plant parsley and keep some herbs near the kitchen door. If not possible
then herbs can be used amongst flowers. Chives, with their purple blooms,
and parsley look good planted by garden paths.
Keep weeding the vegetable patch and flowerbeds, adding weeds to the
compost heap, but not crouch grass, nettles, dandelions or moss. These
should be burnt. Any bonfire ash can be added to the compost or some can
be sprinted around raspberry canes, which will need tying into wires now.
Looking forward to Easter and all the joy of seeing pots and beds full of
Wallflowers, Forget-me-nots and Tulips with shrubs and trees showing their
blossom. Taste some time to enjoy the benefit of being outside. Enjoy your
garden and the work and effort put into make it beautiful.
Christine Brown, President, Ash Horticultural Society
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Stories from the Archives (26)
More Royalty in Ash
With little more than two months remaining before our village celebrates
the Platinum Jubilee on Saturday 4th June, our royal theme continues.
We have seen how Queen Victoria and her young family drew enormous
crowds throughout Kent on their way to Walmer, including here in Ash
which turned out in force to welcome the party as it rode along the Street.
Which other sovereigns have visited Ash in bygone centuries? Well,
several have been here but in every single case it has been on a
journey through Ash rather than on an intended visit to Ash. And it's not
difficult to understand why. For much of the late medieval period, between
the Norman Conquest and the coming of the Tudors, our near neighbour,
the Cinque Port town of Sandwich, was not only one of the most
important commercial centres in the entire realm and a vitally strategic
naval port, but was generally considered the fourth-ranked town in
England after London, Norwich and Ipswich, as far as population and
trade was concerned. Not surprisingly, it was a continuous target for
French raids during the Hundred Years War.
Ash's position, just inland of Sandwich and situated on the direct land
route between London and the English Channel (via Rochester,
Canterbury and Sandwich) meant that much commercial and military
traffic passed through here for centuries. It should be remembered,
however, that although Sandwich (until Dover succeeded it) was the
primary port of embarkation for the continent when medieval kings were
bound for war in France or for the Crusades, Ash was not yet a fullyfledged parish until the late 13th century. It was "hived off" from the huge
parish of Wingham, along with three other parishes, in 1282, its existing
church being rebuilt from this date. Nevertheless, if the King of England
travelled to or from the continent in these times, he was likely to come
through here.
Leaving aside the fact that Kings of England were also kings of large
parts of France – and spending more time there than here - we know that
the last of the Angevin kings, "bad King John", spent time in and around
Ash when he endured a troubled period in Sandwich, Thanet and its
hinterland in 1216, the year after his granting of Magna Carta and only
weeks before his death. It seems likely that his successor, the nine year
old Henry lll, was here briefly too, if only at the time of the Battle of
Sandwich the following year.
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We can be much more certain of the presence here of King John's elder
brother, King Richard I – “Richard the Lionheart” - who spent very little of
his lifetime in England, preferring fighting during the Crusades to a life at
the royal court. On one of his few visits to England, however, he landed at
Sandwich on 14th March 1194 and because a journey from there to
London would take him through Ash (such as it was then) Wingham and
Canterbury, there can be little doubt that we can include him among our
royal visitors. So remember this the next time you admire that famous
equestrian statue near the Houses of Parliament.
Although this arterial route from Europe to London via Sandwich and Ash
followed the ancient Roman road of Watling Street through Canterbury
and Rochester, some of the way between Ash and Canterbury remains
unknown. Ignoring the erroneous claims of the current Ordnance Survey slavishly copied by google maps - we must bear in mind that today’s
straight stretch between Shatterling and Wingham is not a Roman road,
nor the successor to one, but that the Ash-Wingham route in medieval
times veered north from the site of the former Endeavour pub on the
brow, and followed the narrow, meandering Rusham Road of today until it
reached Gobery Hill. So King John, Richard the Lionheart and their
enormous retinues squeezed between the Wildlife Park and its car park,
as did Henry VIII and Elizabeth I.
Henry and Elizabeth? Yes, Henry VIII was in Sandwich in 1532 (on his
way to Dover) and again in 1539 when his local defensive bulwarks
around Sandwich and Deal were being built. On at least one occasion,
probably more, his route would have taken him through Ash. On her
famous "Progress" through Kent and Sussex in 1573, the Virgin Queen
left Sandwich on 3rd September after staying three nights in the town.
Accompanied by her huge entourage, she made her way to Wingham,
where luncheon awaited her. Whether she tarried awhile in Ash for
"elevenses" is not recorded but we can be sure the welcome accorded
her would have equalled that provided for Queen Victoria in 1842.
Has no Stuart or Georgian sovereign visited or passed through Ash?
Sadly, it doesn't seem so. Sandwich had long lost its pre-eminence by the
time Charles II returned via Dover to his restored kingdom on 25th May
1660. George I's ship was forced ashore near Camber in 1725 on
returning from a trip to his native Hanover and he spent several days
marooned in Rye by a blizzard. But Sandwich's "royal heyday" was long
gone - and Ash had depended on Sandwich!
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Mention of the Restoration and also of our Hanoverian line, however,
does bring us to a remarkable story concerning Ash and her sovereigns.
Ever since Henry VIII's break with Rome in 1538/39, our kings and
queens have been Supreme Head of the Church of England and
Defender of the Faith. From that time, parish churches were encouraged
to display prominently the royal arms of the sovereign - apart from when
Cromwell took over! The practice has gradually fallen into disuse but
many parish churches still display this board high up on an interior wall. In
St Nicholas, the latest royal arms to be mounted were those of George III
and dated 1810, a decade before his death. (Why 1810? No idea). But
oh!, to have been a fly on the wall in the church on that very day nearly 40
years ago, when George III was taken down for cleaning! The huge board
is mounted above your head and just to the right as you enter, and as this
space was exposed for the first time in ages, what was it that emerged
from behind? Another large board with a different set of royal arms!
Exposed to human eyes for the first time in generations were the
spectacular arms of Charles II and dated 1660, the very year he landed at
Dover to reclaim his throne at the time of the Restoration! Not
surprisingly, the new king renewed the instruction nationwide, Ash
complied and - despite its concealment, presumably since 1810 - it
survives to this day. So we have two. Go and look at them both and see
where Charles II has been repositioned.
We have royal visits and connections galore to contemplate these next
two months!
Volumes relating to the history of Ash and Sandwich can be found
among the book collection in the Ash Heritage Centre.
Peter Ewart

Celebrate the Platinum Jubilee
St Nicholas church is hosting an event on Saturday 4th June from 11am to
4pm which will take place in the church and within the grounds.
Activities and fun include a parade of scarecrows, picnic, BBQ, children’s
workshops, heritage trail and treasure hunt.
Come dressed for one of the decades since the Queen has been on the
throne from the 1950s onward: prizes will be on offer!



What are your plans for the Jubilee? Email
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com to share your news.
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Please support our local business by
using their services as you are able and
do say that you saw their advertisement
in the Parish Magazine!
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The Parish Magazine offers the chance to promote
your business to a warm and loyal local readership
at very reasonable rates.
To find out more or to advertise here, please
contact: ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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Please support local businesses by
using their services as you are able
and do say that you saw their
advertisement in the Parish Magazine!
Thank you.
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The Parish Magazine offers the chance to promote
your business to a warm and loyal local readership at
very reasonable rates.
To find out more or to advertise here, please contact:
ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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