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What’s On
THE ASH VILLAGE SAFARI takes place on Sunday 4th August from
11am.
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING at Ash Village Hall on Saturday
3rd August from 10am-12pm is being run by Ash Community Events.
ASH PARISH COUNCIL meet at 7.30pm on Monday 5th August,
7.30pm, The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road.
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on
Tuesdays 16th and 20th August from 2-4pm.
THE CHURCHYARD BASH volunteers meet on Saturday 17th August
from 9am to mow, weed and sweep the parish graveyard. Why not join
them?
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SUMMER SHOW takes place
on Saturday 17th August in Ash Village Hall (see page 18 for details). As
well as the open classes (everyone should be able to enter their ugliest
vegetable or their smallest ripe vegetable), there are classes for children
(see page 20). Do encourage them to have a go! Viewing starts at 2pm,
when refreshments will be available prior to the prize giving at 3.15pm.
Everybody is welcome.
THE KENT AND CANTERBURY HOSPITAL FAIR is on Saturday 17th
August from 11am with free admission and parking. There will be a brass
band, Punch and Judy stall, bouncy castle, face painting, BBQ, fun dog
show and children’s art competition among the attractions. The Grand
Draw first prize is £1,000.
THE ASH SUMMER FETE takes place on Saturday 31st August on the
Recreation Ground from 10am-4pm. For more information and details of
the Prince and Princess competition, see page 13.
PIE FACTORY MUSIC YOUTH CLUB is a free youth club for young people
is held in Ash every Friday from 4pm-6pm in the Ash Village Hall. Activities
include photography, music, arts and crafts, cooking, drama, T-shirt design,
computer coding, table tennis.
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Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
0800 111 999
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
105
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
0800 820 999
Community
PCSO Luke Sanderson
101 or email
luke.sanderson@kent.pnn.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 851967
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440
Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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The Parish Letter
As I write this, Boris Johnson and Jeremy Hunt are trading blows, by
offering all manner of promises, in their quest to become our new Prime
Minister. Their promises, sadly, lack hardly any credible detail – how will
they be fulfilled? The ‘credible detail’ is often worked out after the battle is
over. I wonder what predominant thoughts, apart from the detailed plan,
will occupy our future Prime Minister? What next in my climb to even
greater stardom and fame? Or conversely, how did I get away with that?
A growing body of research has been done round the persistent,
unvoiced fear of being exposed as a fraud. It is a mistake to think only
insecure people feel this way. Many highly successful figures struggle
with the sense that someone else, more talented than they, should be in
their place. A mistake, or a series of mistakes, have been made along the
way and, consequently, it is only a matter of time before they are found
out. Days and sleepless nights are spent imagining the moment of
exposure; not unlike a charged criminal in the dock, whose sham of lies is
finally exposed.
Current culture is highly competitive, creating a landscape of winners and
losers and in a climate where constant comparison to others is being
made, we soon come across people who are more talented than we are.
Or we simply encounter over-confident types who seem so certain of their
ability and have no shame around self-promotion.
In a manner therefore, it is hardly surprising that some of us suffer from
this fear of being exposed. The ‘growing body of research’ revolves
around ‘The Clance Scale’. This research, named after its creator,
identifies several dimensions to the phenomenon, including the need to
be the best; a fear of failure; a denial of ability and the discounting of
praise.
Although certain personality types are especially prone to imposter
syndrome, most of us can identify with certain aspects of it. On one level,
it is quite endearing.
Far preferable, we think, to those alpha types, who thing they are great at
everything, even when, clearly, they are not.
Within the Church, people of faith may be especially susceptible to it,
because we remind ourselves of our shortcomings on a regular basis.
We measure ourselves by the standards of perfection that God sets – be
holy, as I am holy – and forever feel we are falling short. Coupled with
this, we know that we are called to a life of humility – surely the most
elusive grace of all.
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Therefore, we can be sorely tempted to deny the gifting God has given us
and deflect any praise offered by others; a symptom of imposter
syndrome.
The Bible is a mixed bag of people who wanted to pull the covers over
them when God came knocking at the door and others who couldn’t wait
to show off their destiny. Moses, Gideon, Saul and Jeremiah all felt
disqualified from role. Moses because he was a poor communicator.
Gideon because he was – let’s name it – a bit of a coward. Saul because
he had such low self-esteem and was merely one of the lads. Jeremiah
because he was young and sensitive.
On the other side lies Joseph, who was bragging about his ascendency
before teenage acne had gone. And, maybe, Isaiah who, when caught up
into heaven, was still quick to see himself as God’s man for the job. Then
there is a whole different category, in which Paul the Apostle is foremost,
where everyone else thinks you’re an imposter even when you aren’t.
David, the Shepard King, is perhaps a biblical character who we can
aspire to in thinking of examples who weren’t afflicted with this
phenomenon. Even though he was willing to step up to the role when God
called him, he was mindful of those around him and was willing to take
the ‘back seat’ until the appointed time.
Perhaps it is good not to be too well adjusted to the role God has given
us, because this can lead to complacency, when the task begins to feel
easy and comfortable.
When our role makes us feel like a square peg in a round hole, it is
probably a good sign we are where God wants us, because we are more
alert to him in our need and ‘edginess’.
But there are risks if this makes us feel like an imposter. If we become
self-aware, hesitant, and doubting, because we don’t feel comfortable and
right in role, we can begin to doubt the one who called us.
Moreover, even though we may be conscious of our weaknesses, we are
driven to rely on the grace and power of God.
There is nothing noble in always playing ourselves down, because others
may be relying on us in ways we don’t appreciate. If we make out our
gifting is nothing to write home about, we may discourage others who
think they are less gifted than us in the first place.
The New Testament speaks of being more than conquerors in Christ. Our
world needs this witness. But in conquering, we cannot lay waste to the
people around us, bullying and bending them to our will. I
t is a different kind of conquering we find in Christ - one that sets the
captives free and helps to build a kingdom that is to come - even when
we may feel fraudulent.
Reverend David Moulden
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Church Services
Services at St Nicholas’ Church
Sunday 4th August
Sunday 11th August
Sunday 18th August
Sunday 25th August

8am Holy Communion, 10.30 All Age Service
8am and10.30am Holy Communion
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion

Services around the Benefice
Sunday 4th August: All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion
Elmstone Church 9.30am Holy Communion
St Mary's Nonington 10.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 11th August: Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Choral Communion
St Mildred's Preston 9.30am Family Service
Baptist Chapel Nonington 9.30am Breakfast Church
Sunday 18th August: All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion
Elmstone Church 9.30am Holy Communion
Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am All Age Worship
Sunday 25th August: Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Holy Communion
St Mildred's Preston 9.30am Holy Communion
Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am Holy
Communion

Please note: Some times of services may be liable to change. Please
refer to the relevant church’s website for up-to-date information.

Parish Register
Baptism
June 23rd 2019: Penelope May Denton, St Nicholas, Ash.
Memorial Service
July 16th Bill Chandler, St Nicholas, Ash
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Deal Foodbank
We are still collecting items for the Foodbank in the ‘bin’, which is in its
usual position inside the church, next to the kitchen.
Thank you for your continued support.
Jenny Taylor

New loos and more…
A few months ago I wrote that the kitchen and toilet facilities would be
unavailable as we were having work done in church to improve what we
could offer.
Well, I’m delighted to announce that not only do we now have a brand
new fully fitted kitchen complete with ovens (yes 2!), hob, microwave and
all the cupboards and counter space that we could wish for, but easy
access toilet facilities plus nappy changer! These improvements were
only possible because of the hard work the wonderful Friends of St
Nicholas put into arranging the annual art exhibition, race night and
shuffleboard evenings to raise funds for our village church. We are indeed
fortunate to have an organisation such as this.
Thanks must also go to local building company Coombs Brothers who did
a marvellous job and were so easy to work with and ensured the church
was clean and tidy and everything put away ahead of the Sunday
services. I hope you will be able to come into church and see for yourself!
Jenny Taylor

Nativity Play
Some of you may remember that in the Spring editions of the magazine I
floated the idea of a Benefice community production, based on some of
the Medieval Mystery plays, to be performed in and for the churches in
the Benefice for next Christmas.
I was asking for actors or any experience, or
none, from any of the churches or villages within
the Benefice – you don’t have to be a member of
the church, just interested in the project.
The first meeting, in May, was disappointing, but
useful, so after consulting with David Moulden
and the St Nicholas PCC, I’m having another go!
I am proposing a much shorter version using a
carefully selected amount from the nativity plays that make up this section
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of the cycle, that together with carols, some choral, some congregational,
would create a dramatic retelling of the nativity lasting one hour.
The aim would be to offer it to St Nicholas and any other of the Benefice
churches between Advent and Epiphany.
It could even be offered in two separate sections; the Annunciation, the
shepherds and the nativity as the first up until Christmas Day, then the
Journey of the Kings, meeting Herod and their visit to the stable as an
Epiphany event. Each half could be fitted into a regular service.
I feel strongly that these ancient plays (in modern translations!) can still
speak to us in simple ways of the human condition with our joys, fears,
ambitions and failings and about our faith at the time of its inception. And,
what better place to perform these plays than in our beautiful medieval
churches, though village halls work well too!
They are an historic heirloom of the past that were once performed in
every major town in the country, including Canterbury. I have been
fortunate to have performed in them, and grew to love them, with Group
81, though the ’80s and ‘90s in the cathedral and many other churches in
Kent.
So, if PCCs, worship groups, choirs, church wardens and congregations
can spread to word, ask folk that you know who might enjoy this project to
email me or pass their mobile number on to me, I can answer questions
and set up a start date for September.
I need 12 ‘good men’ and or women and hopefully at least one teenage
girl! More can easily be included.
There is no cost involved, just a willingness to commit to the project and
have fun along the way.
Because each playlet is self-contained, rehearsals can be flexible in place
and time, with everyone putting the whole piece together in the last month
before the first performance.
As well as learning about them through performance, I directed a similar
venture some years ago for the Wantsum group of churches; It can bring
people together and it does work. If you or anyone you know would like to
take part, please do get in touch.
Thank you in anticipation.
Pat Coles

Patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk
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To Say Thank You
The Ash Carol Singers are invited to a Drinks and Nibbles Reception on
Monday 19th August at Pilgrims Hospices Canterbury within the beautiful
gardens; 17.30 – 19.00.
RSVP to Lydia.Todd@pilgrimshospices.org or call 01227 812621 by
Monday 12th August.

The Cartwright, Godfrey & Kelsey Charity
The Trustees of the above charity have funds available to enable them to
offer a Book Grant to any young people who live in the parish of Ash, and
who intend to start a full time university academic course beginning in the
autumn of 2019.
This also applies to those who may be starting a full time vocational training
course. The amount of each grant will depend upon how many applications
the trustees receive.
The Trustees invite applications for the coming academic year by 30
September 2019.
Please write with your full name, address, telephone number, and a copy
of the offer from your intended university/college, to The Clerk to the
Trustees, The Cartwright Godfrey & Kelsey Charity, Little Ware Nursery,
Ware, Ash, CT3 2NB.
Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy
Churchwardens:
Elmstone: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 01304 812511.
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804.
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 01304 812190 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628.
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402.
Retired Clergy:
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304
812543.
Reader:
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on
Monday 1st July 2019.
It was noted that the Heritage group would be commemorating the 75th
anniversary of VE day next year, so something to look forward to.
It was good to hear that bumblebee diversity was high in Kent with
several endangered species of bumblebee found here.
There was a challenge to the Dover District councillor present at the
meeting from Ash parish councillors meeting re the lack of traveller sites
in the Dover area as there is no further news of any being sited even
though it is seen as priority, heated views were exchanged.
It is perhaps seen as less important in the larger scheme of things
although important to Ash.
It was good to see parishioners presenting their cases on planning, with
views important to them, it gave councillors a more personal view rather
than just looking at plans and it was also good for parishioners to have
time to be listened too.
Dry but necessary, finances were discussed to ensure the parish council
spends our money wisely and appropriately.
Councillors noted that although it was good the village car park drain had
been cleared it would have been even better if the other drains in the
street had been cleared at the same time.
It was a long and purposeful meeting with all parish councillors present,
however to maintain our village and parish is not just the responsibility of
the councillors, we all have a part to play. So, parishioners please keep
your eyes open around the parish and report any concerns to councillors
or the clerk.
Onlooker

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the
Parish Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk

Join the Space Chase!
Children aged four to 11 can join the Summer Reading Challenge at Ash
Library. This year the challenge celebrates the 50th anniversary of the first
moon landing. Pop into the library to find out more or sign up for the fun
programme featuring bespoke artwork from top children’s illustrator,
Adam Stower. The library is open: Mondays: 2pm-5pm; Fridays: 2pm5pm and Saturdays: 10am-noon.
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A Royal Day Out
Congratulations to
Alan and Joyce
Croucher of Hoaden
who recently attended
a Buckingham Palace
Garden Party as a
thank you for their
voluntary work over
many years with
Swimming for the
Disabled.
A highlight of the trip
was a personal
introduction to
Princess Eugenie.
Leonie Bailey

Search for a Prince and Princess
Children aged 7-12 years old, who either live in Ash, or attend a village
school, are invited to enter the selection of a Prince and Princess of Ash
as part of August’s village fete (see poster page 12).
There will be prizes including a specially made soft toy, trophy, sash and
a voucher.
Judging will take place at 10.30am on
Saturday 31st August at the Recreation
Ground. Forms are available from the
Ash Community Events Facebook page.
The fete will feature activities for children,
plus food and drinks and several stalls
from local societies including an oldfashioned coconut shy and tombola.
There will be craft stalls as well and the
arena will have activities all day with live
music from Dial.
For more information, please email
ashcommunityevents@gmail.com
Christine Wood
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Ash Surgery
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, as the new
practice manager here at Ash surgery, and what a beautiful village it must
be to live in, it certainly is to work in.
I have been in general practice since 2013, at the same much larger
practice in busy Ramsgate, where I was the Operations Manager.
Luckily for me, I was offered the opportunity to join Ash as the new PM in
May, after interview and started at the beginning of this month. I have
spent my first week acclimatizing to my new environment and
surroundings, and have felt very warmly welcomed by patients, staff and
of course our lovely doctors.
My door is always open, and I work 5 days a week from 9am, so if ever
you would like to see me, I will always try to make myself available,
whether that is to discuss concerns, issues or just to let me know what a
wonderful team I have on the frontline!
If you see me around the waiting room, please stop and say hello, and
introduce yourself if we haven’t already met, I feel very privileged to serve
the local population, and will do everything I can to maintain the very high
standards I have already seen at your practice.
Hopefully, you are still reading this, so if I still have your attention, have
you ever considered joining our patient group? All registered patients are
automatically members, and we hold meetings here at the surgery around
every 3 months. The terms of reference for the group are available, but it
is basically a forum for you to let us know what you want to happen in
your practice, tell us what other services you would like to see developed,
likes and dislikes etc. Tea and biscuits are also available!
It is also a great way to keep up to date with changes here at Ash, and
within the wider primary care network.
Just call or ring in, or drop me an email if you are interested.
Thank you all once again for reading.
Sue Skinner

Community Grants
The Dover District Council Community Grants Scheme for 2019-2020 is
now open. Grants of between £100 and £1,000 are available for
community groups. Apply online at www.dover.gov.uk/communitygrants
Closing date for applications is 12noon on Monday 19th August 2019.
For more information, please contact Elliott Allen on 01304 872277 or
email communitygrants@dover.gov.uk
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Girl Guiding In Ash
Girl Guiding has been on a journey to transform what the girls do
throughout the age groups.
We offer a range of exciting badges and activities through our new
programme for Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers.
Rainbows: Is for girls aged 5-7yrs old. Rainbows offers the
chance to learn by doing, they get their hands dirty, do
sports, arts and crafts and play games. Coming to
Rainbows helps to develop self-confidence and make lots
of new friends.
Brownies: Is for girls aged 7-10yrs old. Brownies is about
trying new things that teach girls about themselves, their
community and their world. Girls go on camps, holidays,
day trips and sleepovers. They get together with their
friends at regular meetings where they can learn new hobbies, get
creative, explore other cultures and have outdoor adventures.
Guides: Is for girls aged 10-14yrs old. Guides offers the
chance to make new friends, try out activities and have
fun. We work on badges, go camping, cook over an open
fire, share films together, learn to work as a team, have
sleepovers, explore new places and learn skills for life.
Rangers: Is for girls aged 14-18yrs old. Rangers offers
more independence, the opportunity to plan activities,
learn new skills, make your own decisions and still have
fun.
Guides and Rangers have opportunities within their local communities,
but also nationally and internationally.
Some of our girls have been on international trips, jamborees and activity
days in London and there is still much more to do.
Volunteers:
No matter how much time you can offer or what skills you have, you can
inspire girls to make a difference and reach their potential with girl
guiding.
Come and find out about opportunities to support Girl Guiding as an adult
helper, a leader, helping on residentials, it can be as flexible as you like!
We always need adult volunteers to help us to continue Guiding in Ash,
so if you want to volunteer or would like to join one of our Guiding units.
Join us at www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus
Madelaine Lambie
15

The Chequer Inn Reopens
Three and a half years
after Ash residents
started campaigning
to save our historic
village pub which was
in threat of
development, the
doors are once again
open.
Final work has been
carried out in the last
few weeks by our new
tenants, Jan and Craig
Payton (pictured) with
the bar area
refurbishment, a whole new make-over, new beer pumps and a renewed
cellar. Jan has really enjoyed getting the furnishings into place with
volunteers.
Original campaigner, Matthew Titterton, said: “It’s been a long journey to
get to where we are today, but it’s been worth it. To think that this
beautiful building could have become a private house is heart breaking for
Ash, and would have left a big hole in the social scene. Now the pub is
open again it is bringing custom back into our village and creating a
community hub for all, young and old. Our new tenants Jan and Craig
Payton have listened to what residents want, and will be working with the
Chequer Inn Ash Society to meet shareholders’ visions. Everyone has
been looking forward to this opening for a very long time.”
CIAS Secretary, Jane Greaves, said: “In the opening weeks I have been
touched by the exchange of stories with many villagers and local
residents about our Chequer Inn journey to the point of re-opening. A few
tears of joy may have been shed! But there has also been people who I
have never met before and this has to be the meaning of a village
community pub. It has been a pleasure to see people connect and
engage in real conversations in the pub.
“I think we are all feeling just a little bit triumphant, if I am honest, about
what a group from a village can achieve. This is against a background
rumblings of,' it will never happen'. All the committee have learnt a lot
along the way and other groups and communities have been seeking us
out for our expertise and advice. I am also so happy that the pub has
connected with such a professional crew - Family Team Payten.”
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CIAS Chairman, Jon Scatchard, said: “There have been many times over
the past 3 years when I’ve doubted it would ever happen – I keep telling
myself ‘we did it, we actually did it’, and I’m still getting used to seeing the
lights on and the door open every time I go past.
“It’s been great to see the community coming together like this. So many
people have contributed, bringing different and sometimes unique skills.
Some have been involved all the way through, others have come and
gone but have still played a vital part. I guess that’s the power of a
diverse and engaged community. I think we (the committee) have all
gained a lot from it too – the project has taken us all well outside of our
comfort zones at some point.
“We have really landed on our feet with Jan and Craig and family. They all
worked so hard alongside the committee and volunteers in the few weeks
leading up to opening, building a great relationship in the process.
“Although the committee will still have plenty to do over the coming
months and years, its lovely to be able to pop into the Chequers for a
drink whenever time allows!”
Jan said: “We all at the Chequer Inn team would like to say a massive
hello and thank you for welcoming us to the village, And what a beautiful
village it is.
“We are now on week 3 of opening and busy ironing out teething issues
as I’m sure some of you may have experienced. We have experience in
new openings and this is all part and parcel of a new business so please
bear with us whilst we strive to perfect the operations.
“The menu offerings will change and increase over the coming weeks and
we hope to deliver a very interesting and diverse experience for all. We
will in the near future be introducing pensioners lunches and specials
evenings, such as pasta for two inc. bottle of house wine etc. We would
also like to offer in the coming months a bingo afternoon for our lovely
elderly residents of Ash . All are welcome of course to join in an afternoon
of fun. We looking forward to meeting you all.”
All events will be advertised within the parish magazine so please keep a
look out.
The new Facebook page always has up to date promotions and
information – just search “The Chequer Inn Ash” and like the page.
BBC’s The One Show have also been in filming, and an update on the
success story will be broadcast in August.
The Chequer Inn Ash Society would like to thank everyone for their
continued support, and would like to raise a glass to everyone for
achieving what was supposed to be the impossible!

Recalling the pubs of Ash past. Feature, page 23.
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Ash Horticultural Society (www.ashhortsoc.org.uk)
Rose Show at the Salutation Garden
What do you do to celebrate after you have just won a gold medal at
Chelsea? You have Ash Horticultural Society round to your garden to
hold their rose show, of course.
In the weeks before the show, it had been very dry and most of us were
hoping for rain. I think the advice is, be careful what you wish for.
The days before the show saw heavy rain and rose petals scattered all
over the ground.Undaunted, after two rain-free days, members took their
blooms to the Salutation, and spent a lovely evening enjoying the garden,
drinking Prosecco, munching a variety of snacks and showing off their
roses and sweet peas.
As well as the classes for hybrid tea, floribundas and species roses, there
was also a popular vote for the most fragrant rose. Every member (and
the visitors from Australia) cast their vote with a small plastic sheep,
generously provided by Sarah Neden.
The results were:
Hybrid tea roses: 1st Louise Cousins, 2nd Rosemary Lines, 3rd Kim
Mallinson.
Floribundas roses: 1st Sheila Drew, 2nd Ray Cooper, 3rd Liz Rath
Species roses: 1st Sue Marston, 2nd Christine Brown, 3rd Rosemary
Lines.
Single specimen rose: 1st Rosemary Lines, 2nd Sue Marston, 3rd Genty
Bradbury.
The winner of the Rose Cup, for the best overall performance, was
Rosemary Lines.
Sweet Peas: 1st Helen Bradshaw, 2nd Angela Cox, 3rd Rosemary Lines.
There was a draw for the most fragrant rose: Kathy Mills’ deep red rose
Deep Secret and Nick Windsor’s pale pink rose English Miss, which we
learned was fertilised with the ashes of a much-loved fox terrier.
The Society thanked Steve Edney for allowing us to hold the show at the
Salutation, and congratulated him on winning a Gold medal at Chelsea,
by giving him a packet of Gold biscuits to share with his team and a bottle
of horticultural pink gin to celebrate.
Liz Rath
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League of Friends for Kent and Canterbury Hospital Ash Branch
We ran a stall at the coffee morning held on Saturday 6th July at the
village hall raising £25. We are very grateful to those people who
supported us and look forward to seeing people at the stall on August
3rd. We also have a stall at the Safari on August 4th, a stall at the Kent
and Canterbury Hospital fair on August 17th and a stall at the summer fair
to be held at the recreation ground on August 31st. Please support us.
Marion Martin

Goodnestone News
Goodnestone Music
Saturday August 3rd - Goodnestone Choir Concert
Please come and support the choir in their summer concert, which will
feature music from all seasons of the year, and reflect on their musical
journey through the year.
Retiring collection
August 22nd – 26th - Goodnestone Festival
We are holding a festival at Goodnestone and are delighted that Gibson’s
Farm Shop is sponsoring it.
The following concerts have now been confirmed, further details will be
published on the Goodnestone Music website soon.
 Thursday August 22nd 7.30pm. Organ recital - Neil Wright.
Tickets £10.
 Friday August 23rd 7.30pm. Caritas Chamber Choir. Retiring
collection.
 Saturday August 24th 3pm. Anthony Halstead (piano) and
Christian Halstead (violin). Tickets £10.
 Sunday August 25th 7.30pm. Stephen Barlow (piano), Patrick
Williams (flute). Tickets £10.
 Monday August 26th 7.30pm. Organ recital - Benedict Preece.
Retiring collection.
We are seeking further sponsors. If anyone is interested in sponsoring a
concert or advertising in the festival programme then please contact
Denyer Kittle, denyer@doctors.org.uk. Further details of concerts and
events at Goodnestone can be found at www.goodnestonemusic.com
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The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches
OPEN AFTERNOON, ST MILDRED’S: Our recent Open Afternoon at St.
Mildred's was well supported by many visitors from Preston and the
surrounding area.
The cream teas, flowers and art in the church, as well as the stalls along
the path, were all enjoyed.
We would like to thank everyone who helped with the event in any way
and all those who came. £323 has been made for Church funds.
ELMSTONE VILLAGE HAPPY HOUR: The next Elmstone Village Happy
Hour at Elmstone Church will be on Friday 2nd August, from 6.307.30pm. Everyone is welcome to this informal, social event.
OPEN AFTERNOON, ELMSTONE CHURCH : This will be on Sunday
25th August, 2.30-4.30pm, with cream teas and homemade cakes.
HARVEST CELEBRATION - BRING AND SHARE LUNCH AT
SHATTERLING: The Friends would like to invite parishoners from
Elmstone, Preston and Stourmouth and their families to this event on
Sunday 22nd September from 12.30-2.30pm. Lists will shortly be
available in church to sign up for offers of food to be brought.
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL - ST. MILDRED’S: This will be held on
Saturday 7th December. Letters will be going out a little later on inviting
local organisations and businesses to participate. Save the date!

Wingham Garage Safari
The Friends of St Mary’s Church hold their annual Garage Safari in
Wingham on Saturday 21st September from 10am to 2pm.
The safari is a great opportunity to clear out any unwanted items and
make a little cash. As a customer you can find some great bargains!
To register your ‘garage’ (it doesn’t have to be a garage!) contact Jan
Millett on 01227 720215. If you would like to take part but aren’t central to
the village, we can arrange a site for you. There is a fee of £10 to register
per site.
Maps of the participating sites, plus teas, coffees and cakes will be
available from St Mary’s Church and the green at North Court Road.
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The Pubs of Ash (past)
As Ash marks the reopening of the Chequer Inn, former resident David
Cave, recalls some of the other public houses loved, and lost…
There was no standing room in the pub when Richard called, “Last
Orders” on October 28th 2011.
In three years as landlord of The Chequer he tried every conceivable way
to bring the public in and doing so won many friends.
It seemed that the village pub could only survive as a part of a restaurant
yet a community needs a space where there is opportunity for
conversation between strangers, views exchanged, opinions formed.
In the story of the
many pubs lies
the story of the
common man.
In the Crooked
Billet (pictured) a
man was shot
dead, in the
George and
Dragon down the
back steps a
man, perhaps a
little unaware of
his stance, fell to
his death.
The Lion was the venue of concerts and many village societies including
a meeting that considered it advisable to have street lighting.
The Ship entertained a retiring vicar to dinner and here the landlord was a
keen collector of Auriculas.
The Marquis of Granby was chosen for several inquests and other pubs
that did the same duty were The Prince of Wales at Ware and The Rose
at Westmarsh.
The landlord of the Chequer was taken by cart to Sandwich after a
confrontation with the local constable.
The Wheatsheaf was frequented by the last vicar of Westmarsh a little too
often for his career and here after-hours drinking cost the landlord his
licence.
A vicar unhappy with the quality of the ale sold by the Rose at Westmarsh
wrote to the brewer requesting that the publican should be allowed to
brew his own. The request was denied.
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August Reflections
Teasels and Sunflowers
I walked the lower river path in
Sandwich recently, and the stands of
teasels were just beginning to show
where their lovely, slightly comical,
pinky-purple ‘tutus’ would be opening
on their prickly sides over the coming
weeks. They always make me smile;
that a plant so rough and tough should
produce such delightful, delicate rings
of tiny flowers amidst the spikey heads.
These plants, and their cultivated
version, have long been gathered, to
be used in cloth making from earliest
times.
Mrs Tiggy-Winkle, one of Beatrice
Potter’s much-beloved characters, uses
them in her job as the washerwoman,
appropriately linked to her own
hedgehog shape. The cultivated ones
are used to raise the nap in woollen
cloth, velour and cashmere. Known as
Fuller’s Teasel, they are mostly grown
for this purpose in Somerset.
August is a more difficult month to find
wild-flowers to focus on, many already
used in previous months are still
flowering, but it is the time when
pastures and meadows often look
parches and savannah like with the
grass heads taking preference over the
wild-flowers. Which is why I chose to
put sunflowers on the cover: not a wildflower, but one that holds its own this
month and is such a common feature in
gardens around the country that I thought it noteworthy.
The Ox-eye Daisy, also known as Marguerites, Moon or Dog-daisies, are
still flowering in wilder grassy areas; roadsides, embankments etc, is the
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nearest indigenous plants we have to the sunflower. These amazing
plants are native to South America and once the seeds were brought
back to Spain with the conquistadors, their popularity quickly spread
across Europe and beyond. To the Spanish of that time, when they had
‘found’ a people who used gold in their worship, it seemed only fitting that
the flowers should be golden, turning their heads to follow the sun as
though in workshop too. The first on display this side of the Atlantic were
in the Royal Botanic Gardens in Madrid. “The crowned head that
commanded the full glow of the sun seemed charged with divinity, like the
King.” (See footnote.)
This ability to follow the sun’s path, known as heliotropism, meant that it
soon became an emblem of fidelity and faith. In 17th century wedding
portraits, a sunflower was often shown as a symbol of love and obedience
(the young women ‘following’ the sun of their husband!). Anthony Van
Dyke, famous for his royal portraits and others of upper-class English
families, also painted two self-portraits, each featuring a sunflower.
In the first, from 1623, he is beside a giant sunflower, one hand pointing
to himself, the other at the flower, probably signifying his devotion to his
faith and to the king, but also, as a symbol of vanity, a warning perhaps
against self-obsession: At Versailles, Louis XIV had baskets of sunflowers
alternating with crowns along the roof of the palace, a fitting motif for the
self-styled Sun King! Then, of course, we have Van Gogh’s obsession
with painting these wonderful flowers, some of the most popular paintings
of the 20th century.
Sunflower oil started to be produced commercially in the 1930s, but it was
in the ‘70s that warnings about too much animal fat in our diets caused
the enterprise to take on global dimensions with the Ukraine now being
the largest producer. A single flower can produce around 2,000 seeds,
great hung up for wild birds to enjoy! But, also in poor countries like
Burundi, sunflower farming projects are giving people a more secure
future; the seeds are nutritious and the petals produce a yellow dye. In
our own fields we are seeing a new type of sowing with a mix of plants
that often include the smaller sunflowers, some of these mixes are
ploughed in as ‘green manure’ or harvested as a newly developing
biofuel. So, maybe, as suggested in The Brief Life of Flowers; “If it
(sunflower oil) ever becomes a serious renewable alternative to fossil
fuels, the world’s oil wells may well become redundant one day, a the
world fills with fields of giant yellow flowers.”
References taken from The Brief Life of Flowers, by Fiona Stafford.
Published 2018 by John Murray.
Pat Coles
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Collective Nouns
We knew them
Or half remembered, tip of tongue,
Looked up for pub quizzes, crosswords,
Already out of touch.
Flock, Mob, Exaltation,
Congregation, Parliament, Murmuration,
Skein, Gaggle…
Always a something of somethings
Suggesting numbers, abundance.
Almost out of date.
A Profit of Pheasants, perhaps…
But a Failure of Finches,
A Silence of Swifts, a Singleness of Swallows,
A Memory of Martins……..
Unfinished
Mr P O’Halloran
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Would you like to share ‘the story behind’ something
special in your village or part of the parish?
It could be a street or house name, stained-glass
window, pew or little-known monument.
Whatever it is, we would be delighted to share your
story.
Please send your articles to the editors, contact details
on page 3.
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