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Useful Contacts 
 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 
Community PCSO Richard Bradley   101 or email 

Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk  
Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 

   Community Warden Team  07811 271 299 
   Neighbourhood Watch   Martin Porter - email 
   porter118@btinternet.com  

Crime Stoppers    0800 555111 
   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Consumer Direct    01845 4040506 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council   08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 
   Craig Mackinlay  MP   01843 589266 
   Ash Parish Council Clerk   01304 832909 
   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 

   Ash Village Hall Enquiries  01304 813087 
Environmental Health   01304 872215 

   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 
Ash Library     01304 812440 

Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111 or www.nhs.uk  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 

Education  KCC Area Office    03000 414141 
   Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faith’s Prep School   01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology School  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwood School  01304 613286 

Transport  National Rail TrainTracker™  0871 2004950 
   Stagecoach East Kent Ltd  0845 6002299 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 

 

mailto:Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
mailto:Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
mailto:porter118@btinternet.com
http://www.nhs.uk/
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This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We 

welcome items from individuals and 
village organisations. All items 
should come with a note of the 
contributor’s name. The editor 

reserves the right both to edit and 
not to publish anything she 

receives. Items on church matters 
do not represent the official position 

of the Church of England. 

 

Email copy for the next edition by 
Thursday 10th December at 

rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 

post hard copy at 69, The Street, 
Ash. 

Products and services advertised 
have not been tested and are not 
endorsed by the Parish Church. 

Send advertising enquiries to 

ashpm.ads@gmail.com  

Front cover illustration: 
Christmas Wren by Pat Coles.  
See Reflections page 28.  

Magazine Subscription  
 
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine! 
To arrange to a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rebecca on 07443 
605873. 

23 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
mailto:ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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Church Notices 
 
Please note that numbers attending services are limited to comply with 
social distancing regulations.  
As the South East is sadly experiencing a spike in cases services may not 
be able to go ahead.  
We will put a note on the church door and via social media if that is the 
case.  
We appreciate your understanding in this matter but the safety of our 
congregation must always be paramount. 
Please keep an eye on the Canonry Benefice Weekly News Sheet 
at www.canonrybenefice.org.uk for any updates. 
 
Christmas Services Online and In-Church   
 
Across the Benefice, we are blessed to have so many of you in the 
community attend our very popular services around Christmas.  
However, it is with regret, that we will not be able to hold all these 
services in-church this year, as we would not be able to maintain the 
appropriate social distancing required at this time.  
The good news is that we will be able to hold these services online – for 
all the community across all the villages in the Benefice to watch and join 
in!  
 
Sunday 20th December, 11am, live-streamed Carol Service. 
Christmas Eve, 4pm, live-streamed Christingle Service 
NOTE:  There is no Midnight Mass 
 
Online streamed services will be available to watch via our Facebook 
page and You Tube Channel 
www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice 
www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice 
 
It is hoped we will be able to hold the following services in church on 
Christmas Day. We will aim to give adequate notice if local situations 
mean it would not be prudent to do so. 
 
9am Holy Cross Goodnestone (for Goodnestone, Chillenden and 
Nonington) 
10.30am St Nicholas Ash (for Ash, Preston and Elmstone) 
 
 

http://www.canonrybenefice.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice
http://www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice
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 Churches open for Private Prayer 

In light of the current lockdown, all except one of the churches within our 
Benefice are closed. 
When lockdown is lifted, please keep an eye on the Canonry Benefice 
Weekly News Sheet for any updates on churches opening for private 
prayer 
All Saints, Chillenden, is remaining open for private prayer, during 
lockdown and beyond - from 10am to 5pm every Saturday and Sunday. 
Please observe all social distancing, hand sanitising and wear face 
coverings unless you are exempt. Please do not visit if you are 
experiencing Covid-19 symptoms. 

 
Appeal to Support Oasis 
 
To mark the Festival of St Nicholas which takes place at the beginning of 
December we would like to help Oasis a charity that supports those 
suffering from domestic abuse. They are a local charity who run a refuge 
in Thanet that provides a place of sanctuary to mums and their children. 
During the periods of lockdown there has tragically been an increase in 

cases of domestic violence so they have found their 
resources pushed to the limit. The charities’ 
finances have also been put under further strain as 
their charity shop in Northdown Road, Cliftonville 
also has to close when we are in lockdown. 

We will have  the church porch open to receive donations from Monday 
30th November to Saturday 5th December from 8.30am to 5pm. Oasis are 
requesting the following items: 

 Baby and children’s’ toiletries, including nappies 

 2021 diaries and calendars for the mums 

 Christmas biscuits and sweets 

 New hand towels 

 New single bedding for mums & children 
 We would really appreciate your help in supporting this most worthwhile 
of organisations. Many thanks. 

Jenny Taylor   

Jim Drew 
 
James (Jim) Drew, Each Manor Farm, Ash. Born March 28th 1934. 
Passed away peacefully on October 22nd 2020. A family funeral has been 
held. 
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The Parish Letter 
 
Andrew Grove, the engineer and businessman, who transformed the 
fortunes of the computer chip company Intel, wrote: Success breeds 
complacency, complacency breeds failure. 

Those of us brought up in the shadow of the Cold War – an ageing cohort 
now – are perhaps susceptible to a degree of complacency and this justified 
by the war’s result. In 1989, the US and its allies overcame the Soviet 
Union. Capitalism triumphed over communism. The west beat the east. 
These binary categories conceal as much as they reveal, and they have 
allowed complacency, and hubris, to fester. 

The result of the Cold War, arguably, was due to the strong economy of the 
US immediately after the Second World War. Ultimately, the Soviet Union, 
from a more disadvantage position, collapsed under the weight of a 
dysfunctional, debt-laden system and the anger of materially deprived and 
rights starved citizens. Western capitalism, built on a liberal foundation and 
market sensitivity, supposedly proved the better ideology. 

Success breeds complacency, complacency breeds failure. There are 
attendant risks in every victory. Sometimes the wrong conclusions are 
drawn from the outcome which ill-serve future battles and therefore indulge 
weaknesses in the winning argument. Market capitalism is long overdue the 
kind of critique we need to service people rather than they be in subject to it. 
The victory of 1989 ensured this critique did not happen. The economic 
crash of 2008 revealed the shaky foundations of a system, also built on debt 
and the indulgence of bizarrely speculative financial instruments, and yet 
still the critique did not happen - and twelve years later - still hasn’t 
happened. 

The mantra of light touch regulation sounded right – after all, who wants a 
heavy touch in life? But what that meant for hundreds of millions of people 
in developing nations was to see their ruling elites illegally siphon billions of 
dollars out of their countries into western democratic systems that effectively 
hid their monies beyond taxable and reach of public knowledge. Obliging 
regulators, bankers, lawyers and PR firms took their share from corrupt 
money, but continued to lecture others on the supremacy of capitalism as a 
system. The thing about hypocrisy is how clearly others see it in us before 
we do. 

Success breeds complacency, complacency breeds failure. A similar 
problem emerged round a liberal order that staked its reputation on 
individual rights and freedom from tyranny, but which continued to support 
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regimes that deprived its citizens of both, simply because it was politically 
expedient to do so.  

These are at least two reasons why the incipient battle between democratic 
and authoritarian governments has a less likely outcome than the evidence 
of 1989 points to. Authoritarian states dress in democratic clothing, but for 
their appearance by many, remain camouflaged. Secondly, the appearance 
of democracy is made in managed elections and then the principle of 
majority rule is used both to impose itself upon minorities and eventually to 
stigmatise them. (I write this in the aftermath and squalor of the US 
Presidential Election – what dent has this made upon the democratic ideal?) 

In the west, most people know little about the Christian faith and even less 
about how it can shape society. They also have an uncertain grasp of what 
a liberal order looks like. The historic contribution of Christianity to the 
structures of western public life is huge, but at risk, both from ignorance and 
arrogance. The result is not to imagine a more cohesive life, unintentionally 
reinforced by liberalism’s endless appetite for the individual and their rights, 
at the expense of the community and its togetherness. 

Moral vision has had a bad time of it. Few public leaders speak of a vision 
for society in case they are relegated to the role of a religious nut. And 
morality has been privatised, as if a wider sense is perceived as an 
illegitimate imperial endeavour. 

In the years since the 2008 crash, the Church has in many places re-
doubled its efforts to meet existential human needs. Take the case of food 
banks: Most, but not all, UK food banks are co-ordinated by The Trussell 
Trust –  a Christian charity based in Salisbury, which serves as the UK’s 
only food bank network. We need to share with others a new debate about a 
moral compass to guide our next steps. The pandemic has asked searching 
probing questions, which pivot around such issues as health, liberty, 
economic value and the right to life. Can we, as Christians, find the courage 
to express our faith in a secular society, that will not only impact the world 
we live in for the better, but the church as well? Can democratic traces of 
democracy be seen in who God is, and the freedom He has given to us?  

The death of Jonathan Sacks has recently been announced. Sacks served 
as the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of the 
Commonwealth and wrote this: Those who believe that liberal democracy 
and the free market can be defended by the force of law and regulation 
alone, without an internalised sense of duty and morality, are tragically 
mistaken. I’m sure Sacks would have agreed - Success breeds 
complacency, complacency breeds failure. 

Rev David Moulden 
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Parish Council News 
New Parish Council Website 
 
The council has launched a new website making it quicker and easier for 
you to find the information you need about the parish of Ash, and about 
the work and priorities of the parish council. The site provides information 
about the parish council, the local area, news and events – as well as 
information for new residents or those intending to move here. It is also 
designed to be used on most computers, browsers and mobiles. It has the 
UserWay Accessibility Widget installed so that as many people as 
possible are able to use the website. 
We hope you find the site useful and that you’ll visit regularly to get the 
latest information and updates. You can sign up for email alerts and use 
the contact form to give feedback and contact your councillors. 
Your council is working on your behalf to improve both life and the 
environment in the parish and maintain the character and nature of our 
village and hamlets. We want to develop the site to be a useful portal for 
the community, so please let us know what else you would like to see on 
the site. The address of the new website is ashparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Improving traffic safety in Ash village 

We are pleased to announce that work on new traffic calming measures 
at Chequer Lane, Sandwich Road, New Street and Guilton is due to be 
completed in December. Road safety is a priority for the Parish Council so 
we have been working with parishioners to develop a two-stage Ash 
Highways Improvement Plan (HIP). Unfortunately, delivery has been 
hampered by Covid, but we are now able to move ahead. 
HIP Stage One is focused on reducing speeding in the village of Ash. The 
work includes new road markings on the main access roads into the 
village at Guilton, New Street, Chequer Lane and Sandwich Road where 
the 30mph speed limit starts. The roads will be visually narrowed with 
dragon teeth markings and the 30mph limit will be highlighted in red 
surfacing on the road. Village gateways will also be erected to add visual 
emphasis. We know that these changes may not stop all speeding, but 
these types of changes have been shown to improve safety in other parts 
of Kent. Stage Two will build on this work considering the latest initiatives 
on improving road safety, including 20mph limits. This may become part 
of a Kent wide initiative. Speed Watch has been suggested and we will be 
seeking your views on this. Could you become part of a committed band 
of volunteers to do this in all weathers? 

 Christine Haggart, Clerk to the parish council 

https://ashparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Onlooker 
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday 

2nd November 2020. 

We find ourselves in such strange times, disconcerting though it is,  
I have been charged, once more again, with Parish Council biz. 
From Dover first, I must report upon pre-Brexit matters,  
Lorry parks and border control are causing such a clatter. 
Traffic problems on roundabouts are anticipated, 
As well as housing requisites, being so inflated. 
At this point in the meeting, I was beginning to despair, 
Until the KCC report showed someone must still care. 
Money had been provided to feed the district’s needy 
In half-term for families, don’t forget our system serves the greedy. 
Local hauliers will benefit from KCC’s perseverance, 
A free pass to the Dover docks, no extra motorway endurance. 
KCC are also miffed at all the blooming housing, 
’We thought this was the garden of England!’, we should all be shouting. 
The PCSO was also there and spoke of poaching and coursing, 
No anti-social behaviour though for us to be reporting. 
An important letter to DDC was by our Chairman written, 
Expressing disappointment at the Saunders Lane permission. 
This site was not accepted by the Ash PC, 
Why Dover didn’t listen remains a mystery to me. 
At Agri, Southern Water have declared infrastructure insufficient. 
A waiting game must now be played, to notice any difference. 
A name for a new development, hurrah, has just been found. 
’Leverick’s’, last unnamed manor of Ash, the Heritage lot propound. 
A bio-diversity group for Ash is now up and running, 
Look for info on the website, for seasonal tips and funning. 
Alas no road markings at Guilton have been done. 
The fine October rain put paid to work men’s fun! 
And so in these strange times, I bid you all farewell,  
Stay happy, healthy and awake, together we’ll fare well. 

 
Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304 
832 909 or email clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk  or visit the Parish 
Council website https://ashparishcouncil.gov.uk   

tel:01304%20832%20909
tel:01304%20832%20909
mailto:clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://ashparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Ash Advent Window Trail 2020    
 
December is almost upon us and the 25 households and businesses that 
have kindly offered to decorate and light a window for Advent were given 
their ‘dates’ in October and have been busily preparing for their grand 
reveals ever since! 
We had more offers for windows than the 25 needed so we hope those 
kind people who didn’t receive a ‘date’ are going to do festive windows 
anyway.  

We’re looking forward to a huge variety 
of windows and can’t wait to see what 
everyone has created. THANK YOU SO 
MUCH to everyone involved, without 
you this would not be happening!  
Every day of Advent, starting on the 1st 
December, first one then gradually all 
the windows will be lit from 5pm till 9pm, 
until by Christmas Day there will be all 
25 locations lit up. They will all then be 
lit over Christmas and every day until 
New Year’s Day.  
The map of the 25 locations is now 
available for sale in our local Ash 
shops, at Juliet’s Farm Shop and at the 
St Faith’s and Cartwright & Kelsey 
schools. I have also been persuaded to 
put it online as a PDF at 

www.littlestudio38a.com where you will be able to purchase it and then it 
will be emailed to you. Thanks must go to Penny Bernard for kindly 
creating the map, it was quite a job! 
We’re asking for a minimum of £1 per map and are hoping to raise lots of 
money for The Trussell Trust (foodbanks) and Porchlight (homelessness) 
charities. All monies raised will go to the charities, with the few costs 
incurred being sponsored by The Little Studio on The Street. 
Do enjoy the windows at a social distance and pass the word around (but 
not the maps as we’d love everyone to buy their own!) to friends and 
family to encourage as many as possible to enjoy this bit of cheerful 
festiveness! 
Finally, please do join in with your own festive window! Let’s make the 
village look as twinkly as possible as we need the light more than ever 
this year! 

Alison Craddock and Debbie Carthew 

http://www.littlestudio38a.com/
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New Ash Players 
  
Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls. Well, it’s not going to be 
behind you in January, oh yes it is! I’m afraid there will be no panto in 
January for the first time in 11 years. We have to concede to Covid. 
But, look out in the summer time because we intend to do a street drama 
which involves all the old pubs and the existing pubs of the village. We 
will keep you posted. 

Tony Jones 

Can You Help? 
 
After more than 20 years’ sterling service dealing with postal 
subscriptions to the parish magazine, Lyn Laslett is handing over the 
reins and we are seeking a new volunteer. 
There are approximately a dozen magazines which are posted out each 
month to people who live outside the parish but whom retain an interest in 
our goings on. 
The cost of stamps, envelopes etc is covered by a slightly higher 
subscription charge. 
For more details or to volunteer call Rebecca on 07443 605873 or email 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com 
Most importantly, thank you Lyn for all you have done (and continue to 
do) supporting the magazine. 

Rebecca Smith 

League of Friends for Kent and Canterbury Hospital 
Ash Branch 
 
We made £210.00 in October through our stall at the market in St Peter’s 
Church in Sandwich.  
This will probably be the last amount we raise this year, as after lockdown 
is due to end on December 2nd, there will only be the 17/19th December 
before the church closes until March.   
I would like to thank Marilyn and Liz for doing most of the work and for 
everyone who supported us during the last few months.  
Anyone with used postage stamps please put in envelope with League of 
friends on outside and put in the Village Hall letter box for Jean Ryan to 
pick up for us. 

Marion Martin 
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Ash Heritage Group 
Christmas Talk and AGM (by Zoom) 

 

Ash Heritage Group (AHG) will hold a Zoom talk followed by an AGM on 
Monday 14th December at 7.30pm.  
Cressida Williams will tell us about Christmases past in Ash and East 
Kent. 
 All paid-up members of AHG should have received notification of this 
event by email in mid-November. However, we are conscious that we 
may not have email addresses for all existing members and so would ask 
anyone, including any prospective member, who would like to hear 
Cressida’s talk and who has not received an agenda for the AGM, to 
email a request to ashheritagegroup@gmail.com.  
Zoom joining instructions can then be despatched in good time. We 
anticipate that the talk and AGM will conclude soon after 8pm. In the 
meantime ... keep safe. 
 

Robert Hudson, Interim Chairman 

Ash Village Hall Update 
 
By the time you read this we hope that the hall will be about to re-open 
again after the second lockdown comes to an end – fingers crossed! 
Whilst the permitted activities at the hall are still limited, many of the 
classes that have resumed are helping attendees to keep fit and active 
within a safe space.  
Although the halls income has been severely affected by the pandemic 
restrictions this year, the Management Committee have decided NOT to 
increase the hire charges for 2021 and they will remain at the current 
rates. This ensures we remain competitive with other halls in area but 
also gives some certainty for our hirers, many of whom have also 
experienced financial loss, during this time. 
Many activities will still be curtailed into next year, but we will continue to 
work hard to ensure the Hall is Covid-19 Secure and open as much as 
possible. 
If you have any queries, suggestions or have any concerns about the 
Hall, please do not hesitate to contact us by emailing 
diary@ashvillagehall.org.uk or visiting our website ashvillagehall.org.uk 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Peaceful and healthy New Year. 

Ash Village Hall Management Committee 
 

mailto:ashheritagegroup@gmail.com
mailto:diary@ashvillagehall.org.uk
http://ashvillagehall.org.uk/
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Puma Power Plant 

 
Gardner’s Close, Ash is named after the brewery that was on that site 
until 1968. But during the time between the current residential 
development and the brewery there was a thriving diesel-electric 
generator business. Initially Grahame Puttick Ltd and later Puma Power 
Plant Ltd. (Thanks to David Downes’s book “Ash, an East Kent Village” 
for this information) 
I worked in Puma’s accounts office, in one of the old brewery buildings for 
a few years and have kept some flyers from that period (c. 1985). 
Above, is a staff group photo on one of the flyers.  
Before I hand the flyers to the Ash Heritage Group for safe keeping, it 
would be great to have the staff identified, and any additional historical 
information that former staff or their families can offer. 
I can name a few - Brian Tatton, Stephen Rose, Helen Sparshott (my 
boss), Robin Bailey and dear Charlie Ende (no longer with us). I am first 
from the right in the front row. 
If anyone has pictures, documents or a personal recollection of the time 
when Putticks or Puma were operating please email 
ashheritagegroup@gmail.com, or drop a note addressed to The Heritage 
Group into the village hall letter box (nothing original or valuable please). 
It would be great to update the Heritage Group database that has very 
little about this time and of course any papers could be housed in the 
controlled atmosphere of the Heritage Room. 

Mary D Evans 

Did you work for Puma, or another local business now no longer 
with us? Do share your memoires or old photos. Contact details on 
page 3. Please include contact details if you wish photos returned. 

mailto:ashheritagegroup@gmail.com
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Meet Up Mondays  
 
Meet up Mondays resumed its weekly sessions over the summer at the 
Chequer Inn. Firstly, meeting in the garden and then when the weather 
turned cooler and wet, we moved indoors. 
Our numbers swelled with the arrival of the Good Companions and 
several new faces from the village and beyond. There is a lot of 
conversation and laughter making it an enjoyable and much-needed 
social space in our village. 
The mugs purchased with support from the Plunkett Foundation, have 
been a vital part of the group being Covid-19 secure, bringing the mug to 
the meetings and taking them home again afterwards. Everyone 
attending the Chequers for whatever purpose is reminded of the Covid-19 
rules of the pub. 

Entrance through front door 
Exit at the rear 
Maintain social distancing  
Wear a mask on entry and if moving around the building eg to refill 
your mug! 
Use the hand sanitizer available  

Jan has a good value 3-course meal on offer from noon which several 
people stay on to enjoy, extending the social experience. 
There is no pressure to stay for a meal though! 
If you are feeling fed up with your own company do come along between 
10-11.30am when pubs are allowed to reopen again. In the meantime, 
please do join us for a chat on Zoom. You can email us 
at chequermates@gmail.com and we will send you the ZOOM meeting 
link. Alternatively, we are happy to have a chat on the phone. 
07885272985 

Jane Greaves and Hazel Lander 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share Your News in the Parish Magazine 

Local clubs, societies and groups of all types are welcome to share their 
news in the parish magazine. 
Send your contributions to rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post 
through the letterbox at 69, The Street, Ash. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

Pat and Rebecca, 

Your Magazine Editors 

mailto:chequermates@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
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Christmas 2020 at Preston and Elmstone Churches 

In these very strange times both of our churches sadly remain locked. 
However, Christmas is an important time of year in the Church’s calendar. 
To this end, the Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches will be 
purchasing two substantial Christmas trees; one will be placed outside the 
west door of Elmstone Church and the other outside the porch at Preston 
Church. The plan is to light both trees with white lights on a timer setting 
so that they can be seen from a distance.  
In addition we plan to have a Dec- a- Tree time on the following dates:  

Elmstone Saturday December 12th 3-4pm 
Preston Sunday December 13th 3-4pm. 

We hope that people of any age from our village communities will bring 
weather- proofed decorations to 
hang on the trees and to join us 
for hot chocolate in socially 
distanced groups.  
The lights will be switched on 
for the first time as darkness 
falls. If you cannot attend on 
either December 12th or 13th 
you can add your decoration at 
any time.  
The decorations can be made 
using any materials but do need 
to be weather-proofed as we 
are intending to leave the trees 
up until January 4th or 5th.  
If anyone is stuck for ideas we 
do have some wooden shapes 
that just need decorating, 
perhaps painting or maybe 
varnishing and a ribbon, raffia 
or string to hang them. These 
plain wooden decorations are 

available at the pay desk in Preston Garden Centre. They will be free of 
charge, two per family please – they just need your decorating skills!  
Please do join us with this venture; we hope to see you at Dec- a- Tree 
on either or both December 12th or 13th where there will be a donation 
basket to raise funds for a Christmas party for the children in the charity 
Educate for Change in East Africa. Do come! 

Alison Stone 
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The Arts Society Sandwich 
 
During the period of restrictions due to the Covid-19 pandemic, society is 
providing its autumn programme of live monthly lectures over the internet 
via Zoom, each lecture starting at 7pm with login from 6.45pm. 
The next lecture will be on Monday 7th December. 
Sandy Burnett, 'Celebrate, Rejoice, Rise Up! Johann Sebastian 
Bach`s Glorious Christmas Oratorio.' 
In this illustrated talk, Sandy Burnett will explore how Bach brings the 
Christmas story alive. An overview of Bach`s life and achievement will 
precede a close look at the forms of music on which this work draws. 
If you would like to participate, please email your request 
to info@tasss.org.uk New members welcome though a £5 contribution 
per lecture would be appreciated.  
For membership and programme information please 
visit www.sandwichdfas.org.uk 

William Fortescue  

Garden Jottings for December 

With Christmas in mind, here are some gift ideas for gardeners. 

Gloves with latex rubber palms and interlock backs that are breathable 
and washable along with some good hand cream. 

Bypass secateurs. Small forks and trowels – preferably stainless steel for 
ease of sliding through soil, a small trug complete with string or rubber 
type plant tie, labels and marking pen. 

For people unable to access a garden – plants such as Christmas Cactus 
or bulbs like Hyacinths or Dwarf Iris for indoors with china pot covers and 
saucers, or you could plant up a bowl with Cyclamen, a small evergreen 
shrub (cuttings grown earlier are useful here) and a variegated Ivy, with 
after-care instructions added. 

Plan ahead for ordering seeds and plants. It’s not necessary to “bed out” 
a complete area with bedding plants, but plant groups in the edge of 
beds. Remember Buzzy Lizzies do better in shadier areas, sometimes 
giving brightness to tricky dark places. Begonias like sun to flower well, 
like Pansies and Polyanthus, these are also good for pots and baskets. If 
you are lucky enough to have some spare ground in a shady position you 
can keep Polyanthus from year to year. Planting them away from the hot 
sun in early summer and replanting them and again the border in the 
autumn for the next spring. They often double in size and can be split up. 

mailto:info@tasss.org.uk
http://www.sandwichdfas.org.uk/
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Remember to add some leaf mould or compost to the soil and water well 
when replanting. 

Keep off the lawn in very wet or frosty weather and rake the grass with a 
rubber rake after working on a border to lift the grass. It is a good idea to 
work from a board if renovating a large area of border, this is ideally done 
every three to four years, splitting and replanting herbaceous and 
perennial plants. Cut back and tidy plants but leave seed heads for the 
birds. 

Lovely late plants, rather overlooked lately, Chrysanthemums make a 
good addition, providing flowers for late colour until the end of November 
in the mid-autumn and masses of long-lasting blooms to cut for the 
house. 

Do not cut down Penstemons until late spring. Wait until new growth 
appears at the base as they are prone to die back if the protective top 
growth is cut away. 

It is provident to take cuttings of these in September as they will make 
sturdy plants when planted on into separate pots in spring. These along 
with Fuchsia, small white Marguerites, Daisies and Osteospermums are 
all worth taking cuttings from – some will not take (or grow root) but it is 
very satisfying even if you are only successful. A greenhouse is very 
useful, but a porch, conservatory or windowsill can be utilised for this 
along with overwintering Geraniums.  

Do not overwater plants in the winter, more plants are lost by 
waterlogging than by drying out. Azaleas and Orchids in the house must 
be looked at regularly as Azaleas must not be allowed to dry out 
completely as it’s very difficult to rewet the compost again. Orchids should 
be stood in a bowl of tepid water for 30 minutes then drained off before 
replacing in out pots. Cyclamen should be watered from below or the corn 
will suffer and rot off. 

Begin to water Amaryllis bulbs if you have not already started. Bring 
house plants off windowsills and from cold and draughts. 

Replace or add gravel to rockeries to aid drainage. Weed and clean 
pathways, algae and moss can be hazardous and slippery. When 
applying salt to frosty paths watch for “run off”. Salt will kill plants. I lost a 
lovely Hydrangea and Clematis when snow and salty slush was swept off 
into a border. 

The trouble with planting specimens that we like is that don’t always 
succeed for us. Try, therefore, to think where they grow well or the place 
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of origin – Dahlias come from Mexico hence they need sun and moisture. 
Primroses like the shade in the summer, but do well in spring before the 
trees and shrubs come into leaf providing necessary shad from the hot 
sun later on. 

This is why right plant in the right place is an important factor successful 
growing. 

Mulching with bark, leaf mould or compost is so helpful. Apply when the 
soil is nicely damp. Do not however pack it too tightly around stems as it 
can cause rotting off if it becomes saturated. A cap of compost over the 
crown of tender plants will protect from frost. 

One of the hardest requirements for many perennials is moist soil in a 
sunny position, which I for one find very hard to maintain successfully! 

After harvesting leeks, cabbages and sprouts, dig over the ground and 
spread a layer of compost over the soil. The works will work this in the 
ground for you. 

Remember to remove weeds and put nettles, bindweed, couch-grass and 
dandelions in the bin or burn them. All other green and kitchen waste can 
be added to the compost heap along with trimmings from herbaceous 
plants and annuals, chopped up small along with grass mowings and 
leaves. Shredded newspaper and cardboard can be used to stabilize a 
heap that is too wet and slimy. 

Keep an eye on ponds and place a ball or plastic container in the water if 
it becomes frost. This can be removed to leave a hole in the ice to allow 
oxygen to circulate under the ice. 

Check plants and cuttings in the greenhouse, removing mildewed or 
yellowing leaves and watering 
sparingly, opening the door on 
mild days but covering tender 
plants with fleece or newspapers 
when very cold frosty nights are 
forecast. 

I wish you good health and a 
successful year with your garden 
and joy and happiness with your 
family for Christmas and the New 
Year. 

Christine Brown 
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Food Stories  
 

The Way Family Christmas Cake 

When we got married over 50 years ago, I adapted a couple of printed 
recipes into one that included the ingredients that we liked, and therefore 
could leave out the, to us, less favoured ingredients.  Through trial and 
error over the years and using at different times gas or electric or electric 
fan ovens, the recipe below is the one that seemed good to us.  I now 
make three or four of them every year for different parts of the family and 
adapt them, even in one case putting marzipan on one half of the cake 
and not on the other!   
We didn’t tend to make Christmas puddings, so we made the stirring of 
the cake mix with the wooden spoon rather special, with each member of 
the family making a silent wish as they took their turn stirring the cake.   
Christmas Day was always very busy in our house which was a Vicarage 
- with services on Christmas Eve and Midnight and then again on 
Christmas morning.  Presents and lunch came later in the day.  So the 
Christmas cake, duly decorated with snow-type icing and Christmas 
characters, had pride of place on the sideboard.   
As far as eating it is concerned:  it would usually not get cut until Boxing 
Day which was much more a day of leisure and the cake would come into 
its own, usually with some still to eat as the New Year approached. 
 
The recipe below is in pounds and ounces, but is easily convertible to 
grams if necessary.   
 
Some people may miss the fact that there are no nuts and no mixed peel 
or spices in this and there is no alcohol, and yet it is one of the best 
flavoured and best textured cakes that that still attracts compliments and 
people come back for more!  I hope you like it. 

Barbara Way 

Ingredients: 

8 oz butter or margarine 
5 oz sugar 
a teaspoon of gravy browning 
5 eggs 
8 oz plain flour 
half a level teaspoon baking powder 
1 lb currants         Continued over 
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8 oz raisins 
8 oz sultanas 
2 oz glace cherries 
a little milk if necessary for a heavy dropping consistency 
 

Method: 

Line an 8 inch cake-tin with greaseproof baking paper. 
Cream fat and sugar; add gravy browning and mix. 
Sift together flour and baking powder. 
Beat eggs in a jug. 
Add a little flour to the creamed fat and mix.  Then add some of the 
beaten eggs and flour alternatively and beat well as each is added.  I use 
a wooden spoon rather than an electric mixer. 
 
When all the eggs and flour are in, gradually add the mixed fruit and stir.  
The glace cherries are best cut into smaller pieces (a little flour makes 
this easy and less sticky). 
If necessary, add a little milk to make a heavy dropping consistency. 
Place the mixture in the lined tin.  Smooth it and make a small depression 
in the centre. 
Bake in oven 170C (fan 150C, gas 3) for 30 minutes 
Then reduce heat to 140C (fan 130, gas 1) for around 3 hours.   
Exact time varies depending on individual ovens.  The cake is done when 
an inserted knife into the centre comes out pretty clean. 
Wait a few minutes before removing cake from tin.  
When cold remove the paper lining. 
If storing ready for decoration, wrap in foil when cold. 
If desired marzipan and royal icing can decorate the cake. 
I use one pack, or a little less of ready to roll golden marzipan. 
 
For the royal icing, I have been using the packs of royal icing sugar (with 
the dried egg added already) and just add water as per the instructions.  
You can, of course, make your own with icing sugar, the white of egg and 
a little lemon juice, but that is using raw eggs, which some now prefer not 
to do. 
I simply affix the marzipan with warmed golden syrup, though you can use 
apricot jam, and make “snow” with the icing by flicking through the icing 
on the cake with the handle of a spoon, and then add the ornamental 
reindeer or Santa or robin or other decoration. 
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Poems for Our Times 
 
The Virus 
There still lives that nasty new virus 
which continually spikes just to tire us, 
for we are completely 
locked down so neatly 
that it’s hard to know how to describe us -  
 
It feels like a nation’s depression 
is demanding a general confession 
that we are all heading 
to this disease spreading, 
let alone to a major recession. 
 
So what hope to this sad isolation? 
this requires some mature meditation 
Try testing and tracing 
and app forward facing 
while waiting for that vaccination. 
 
So now here we are - Christmas time 
for a smile for a while, there’s this rhyme, 
for this bless-ed season  
it offers good reason 
as it tells of a birth so sublime. 
 
Incarnation and news of joy and hope 
a chance to ponder and a way to cope. 
 

                                 Barbara Way 

Troy’s Christmas 
 
T’was the night before Christmas, and somewhere in the house, 
Something is stirring…….and it isn’t a mouse! 
 
You feel that there’s something….Is that a creak on the stair? 
Is that a draught from the window that is stirring your hair? 
Then you hear a soft rattle, a clunk and a clink, 
Like a door being opened……And that’s what you think. 
So, you pull up the duvet and you cover your ears, 
Realise, in a panic, you’re alone with your fears! 
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For Troy isn’t there, when you need him the most. 
He was tucked up beside you. You were both warm as toast. 
So, you gather your courage and you turn on the light. 
You’ll find out what’s happened to give you such a fright. 
And downstairs you tiptoe, and it’s suddenly cold, 
You pause and you listen, and you don’t feel 
so bold 
When you see that the back door is flung 
open wide! 
Has someone come in? Are they already 
inside? 
No prints on the floor, though outside you see 
snow, 
And pawprints lead off…..So outdoors you 
go. 
 
And there he is, Troy, alone in the night 
Staring straight upwards at a wondrous sight, 
The moon’s nearly full and the stars pulse 
with light. 
It’s as clear as the day, they’re burning so bright. 
Troy, he looks at you, then back up at the sky, 
As if to say, watch, you’ll understand by and by. 
But you can see nothing, no change in the glow, 
As you both stand together in the shimmering snow.  
But something has happened, of that you are sure, 
As Troy, close beside you lifts up a paw, 
As if in greeting or meeting or saying Amen. 
Then he shakes off the snow and turns once again 
As if saying ‘Thank you’. And indoors he goes. 
You follow and shiver on icy-blue toes. 
 
As you close the back door, check that it’s bolted tight, 
You hear church bells ringing in the clear frosty night. 
 
………..And Troy’s fast asleep, his Vigil is done, 
To make your Christmas, and his, a true, happy one. 

P O’Halloran 

(Troy, was my black Labrador who was a wonderful house dog during my 
time at Manwood Lodge, once all the boarders had gone home for 
Christmas, it was a very big place for one woman and her trusty dog! Pat 

Coles) 
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Recollections 
How Sausages are Made 
 
I discovered this at around seven years old when, for some reason I was 
kept off school with a minor ailment, and became an interested spectator 
at a very special occasion taking place in our farm kitchen; special 
because this was in the aftermath of the Second World War. 
 
My father had obtained a licence from the then Min of Ag. Fish and Food 
to slaughter one of his pigs; he had collected the carcass from the 
abattoir the previous afternoon  and placed it in the cool of the cellar 
overnight. 
 
That morning two strangers arrived, and changed into crisply starched 
white overalls; they were to give a demonstration on how every single bit 
of a pig could be put to use as this was around 1948 with food rationing 
still in place. A number of local pig keepers also arrived to watch the 
proceedings; the man (possibly a butcher) cut the pig up into joints and 
chops whilst the young woman who had accompanied him began to chop 
and mince (using an enormous mincing machine) all the off cuts. The 
trotters and sliced in half head were weighted down in a salt solution in 
vast earthenware crocks down in the cellar, and my mother later made 
the most delicious tasting brawn meat. This we ate sliced cold with salad 
and bread and butter – I remember it as tasting wonderful. The young 
woman (whose name was Ethel) also made a delicacy known as faggots 
or “savoury ducks” which are traditionally eaten with mashed potato, 
mushy peas and gravy – real rib-sticking stuff; faggots are made from 
chopped offal, together with breadcrumbs, onions and dried herbs, 
wrapped in the pig’s stomach membrane or “caul”.    
 
Then, the most fascinating thing of all, Ethel assembled yet another 
machine, and after fixing a long fine tube of “skins” to its front, forced 
finely minced pork through its innards, and out into the tube; as this grew 
longer the chap began twisting and looping the filled tube until he finally 
held up a string of sausages! It was just like magic to me. 
 
I must tell you that the young lady called Ethel went on to be married and 
become a well-known W.I. Tutor called Mrs Bumpstead. Eventually she 
moved to Ash and became President of Ash-with-Westmarsh WI, living 
out her last days at High View Oast Nursing Home. 

Jean Ryan   
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Stories from the Archives (10) 
J.R. Planché – Historian of Ash 
 
Whenever a particular aspect of Ash's past comes up in conversation, 
David Downes' Ash - an East Kent Village is often suggested as a good, 
all-round history of the parish.  And it most certainly is, being the result of 
many years of meticulous research and having the advantage of a very 
readable style. There are also a few smaller, specialist publications to 
guide the enthusiast, but before long a keen enquirer is bound to learn of 
an earlier historian of Ash, perhaps on hearing the question: "What does 
Planché say about it?" or "Is it mentioned in Planché?" or "Planché had a 
view about that." 
 
In 1864 James Robinson Planché published his A Corner of Kent, a 
remarkable volume of local history which - in its style, content and 
approach - was typical of the time. In a tome of over 400 pages, lacking 
any index, he provides us with "some account of the parish of Ash-next-
Sandwich, its historical sites and existing antiquities." That's not at all how 
it's done today but we must be grateful for his scholarly work on a variety 
of medieval archives - many held in London locations - which has 
provided us with considerable information on the early manors and 
estates of Ash, as well as casting an antiquary's eye over the church 
building. Some of this research is unlikely to have been undertaken by 
anyone at all had he not embarked upon his task when he did. We still 
rely today on many of his findings. 
 
Was this, then, many decades of assiduous investigation coming to 
fruition in the manner of a David Downes?  Not quite!  A Londoner, 
Planché was never a permanent resident of Ash but his second daughter 
was married to a young clergyman who arrived here from a tiny Romney 
Marsh parish in 1857 - Rev'd Henry Mackarness. During visits to his 
family in the Chequer Lane vicarage (now Mulberry House) Planché 
gradually became aware of two very important ancient sites in Ash - 
Richborough Castle ruin and the Guilton archaeological site. And when 
glancing around his son-in-law's church one day in 1861, "in an 
unguarded moment, I took it into my head" that [I] might produce a little 
"shilling hand-book ... acceptable to the inhabitants and useful to the 
visitors of this out-of-the-way corner of the county."  If he added a few 
heraldic notes on the monumental effigies and brasses in the church, 
then "a pretty woodcut or two and perhaps an attractive frontispiece ... 
might be an agreeable occupation of my leisure hours during the following 
three or four months ..." 
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Three or four months? Despite being a very busy man, Planché devoted 
every spare minute of the next three years, whether in London or in Ash, 
adding to his work as the project grew and grew. Finally, in 1864, he laid 
down his pen. And so, today, we often refer to Planché, the historian of 
Ash, as if he were one of us, yet apart from his daughter living here for 11 
years - and making her own presence in Ash very strongly felt, it should 
be said - he had no connection whatsoever with the place. 
 
Planché was born in 1796 of French Huguenot stock and, before the 
pronunciation of "Plarnshay" was settled on in later life, his surname was 
usually rendered as "Plank" or "Planky." (He reintroduced the acute 
accent himself). It is difficult to know just where to start when describing 
his occupations, activities and accomplishments. He was a successful 
young actor, a poet and an author on a wide range of subjects. He was 
the most prolific playwright in late Georgian and early Victorian London 
and a household name in the theatre for his plays, musical comedies and 
histories, making an even greater name for himself with his burlesque, his 
vaudeville and his extravaganzas and reviews. He was a librettist for 
many successful operatic works, collaborating with Mendelssohn and 
strongly influencing W.S. Gilbert. His Shakespearean productions were 
enhanced by his uniquely diligent research into accurate historical 
costume, so that long before he was ever linked with Ash he was 
acknowledged everywhere as the greatest living authority on historical 
costume - on the stage and off. His productions, therefore, at Drury Lane, 
the Adelphi, the Lyceum or Covent Garden - and at the period costume 
shows put on for Queen Victoria - were bywords for historical accuracy. 
 
So much for the thespian and musical activities of one of the most familiar 
names of the 19th century stage. His historical and antiquarian interests 
had grown with the years and after his highly regarded publications on 
historical costume he was elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries 
when only 33. Planché's impatience, however, with the moribund 
stagnation he found there led him to found the British Archaeological 
Association, of which he was a stalwart for many years as Secretary and 
Vice President. His interest in and knowledge of heraldry led to his 
appointment as Rouge Croix Pursuivant at the College of Arms, later 
enjoying promotion to the position of Somerset Herald. Not surprisingly, 
therefore, he was also highly regarded as an accomplished genealogist. 
 
Planché's interests, achievements and experience eventually coalesced 
into his obsession about the need to reorganise the public displays in the 
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armoury at the Tower of London. He campaigned on this point for years 
until his lobbying finally paid off, when he was asked to re-order 
completely the entire collection. These successes, allied to his position as 
Somerset Herald, led to his involvement in extensive Royal and 
ceremonial pageantry, the duties - as had his earlier theatrical activities - 
taking him frequently all over Europe. 
 
In retirement Planché published his delightfully entertaining memoirs 
under the title Recollections and Reflections in an attractive volume of 
over 450 pages. He found space to mention A Corner of Kent and the 
motivation for his research. Amusingly, and perhaps rather proudly, he 
also records that the result was quite a surprise to several Kentish 
antiquarians, "one of whom had wondered what I could find to say about 
Ash!" 
 
He was, however, never a wealthy man, and when his younger daughter, 
Matilda Mackarness, was suddenly widowed at Ash vicarage on Boxing 
Day 1868, she and her seven children were left homeless and badly off. 
Matilda and her brood moved in with her 72 year old father, who was 
obliged to abandon the leisurely archaeological and literary pursuits of his 
retirement and find work again in the theatre. It didn't go well and funds 
were very tight indeed. Matilda scraped a living from her novels, having 
published at least one annually for many years, but died in Margate in 
1881 and was laid to rest alongside her husband at the very foot of Ash 
church tower. 
 
Family tradition has it that not much help had been forthcoming in 
widowhood from her two brothers-in-law - the Bishop of Oxford and the 
Bishop of Argyll and the Isles. They had certainly come down to Ash for 
the funeral back in '68 and preached to the congregation - but the word 
was that they had always disapproved of their brother, Henry, marrying 
"into the theatre" (of all the dreadful things to do!) and of his father-in-
law’s professional partnership with the celebrated actress, opera singer 
and theatre manager, Lucia Vestris! 
 
How fortunate for those of us with an interest in the history of Ash that this 
energetic, many talented and well-travelled Victorian - surely one of that 
century's most remarkable polymaths - should somehow squeeze in the 
time and find the devotion to pursue to the very end his burgeoning "little 
shilling handbook" project about this "out-of-the-way corner of the county!”  
And how moving, too, that while he struggled with his widowed daughter 
to keep the little Ash children fed and clothed in their crowded London 
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home, he should complete his life's memoirs and sign them off with: "To 
My Dear Grandchildren I Dedicate these Recollections of a Life, the 
Decline of Which has been Cheered by their Smiles and Blessed by their 
Affection." 
 
A Corner of Kent is scarce today but copies do appear on the market 
and modern facsimile copies are also available - a little more cheaply! 
A volume can be consulted in the Ash Heritage Centre when it re-
opens to the public. The research for this article has been undertaken 
by the writer in a variety of sources over a number of years. 
 

Peter Ewart 

December Reflections 

Wrens: Troglodytes troglodytes 

 

A big name for a tiny bird, it is taken from the Greek; Trogle meaning a hole 
or cave and dyein meaning to go or dive into. Troglodyte was used to 
describe a cave dweller and the wren likes to find small dark safe spaces 
that it darts or dives into in a flash. A tiny rich brown patterned little bird 
often caught at the edge of vision as it flits, often at a low level, around our 
gardens and wooded landscapes. Often heard rather than seen as it has a 
very loud trilling song which can be heard throughout the year and has a 
loud ‘metallic’ sounding alarm call; ‘zek zek’, it tends to skulk in the thick 
undergrowth amidst brambles, gorse or ivy and takes short ‘whirring flights’.  
 
In the spring the males may song louder and longer from the tops of shrubs 
as they try to entice a female to view a number of small ball shaped nest he 
will have prepared in various sites, ranging from holes in an ivy clad wall, 
holes in a tree, thickets of shrub, even abandoned farm machinery of a 
coiled hose! There will be a small opening at the top of one side, once a 
female has decided which is the best nest, made of dried grass and leaves, 
it will be lined with feathers before she lays 5-8 eggs, white with dark 
reddish- brown speckles at the larger end. Although numerous and found all 
over the Britain, they are constantly on the move, flitting and fluttering and 
hard to spot, except for their glorious song! 
 
In his beautifully illustrated book, ‘Winter Birds’, Lars Jonsson suggests that 
“ the name Wren comes from ‘Wrench’, an adjustable spanner or 
screwdriver and the staccato sounds roughly like a mechanical twisting 
movement or torque from an old wooden screw”. He describes this staccato 
alarm call as Tek tek or trett trett, “often repeated…..a very dry rattle”. 
Whereas the song is described as: “A long and heated series of high trilling 
notes which quickly change into syllables. It is very loud anybody who does 



29 

 

not know that the bird is so small will be amazed if the songster reveals 
itself.”  
 
Weight for weight, the wren’s song is ten times louder than a crowing 
cockerel! Despite it’s size the wren is full of character and many myths and 
legends have grown up about them. 
 
Around midsummer, I had to catch a young wren who had flown into the 
kitchen, so tiny and fragile in my hand yet so full of life. I would see him 
most mornings exploring the sweet pea tripods opposite the kitchen window, 
a rich picking of aphids! But his mother who was slightly smaller, as he was 
still a bit fluffy, would be telling him off from the safety of the ivy on the 
boundary fence. Once he’d been through all 3 tripods he would flick his tail 
in the way only a wren can and flutter off to join her disappearing from view 
in an instant. A few days ago I walked up the garden to the greenhouse 
where a wren was inspecting the troughs in side, he quickly dashed out 
through the slightly open window without help, I’d like to think it was that 
same ‘naughty’ wren now in his adult plumage!  
 
Wrens feed on small insects, spiders, beetles and like to hunt close to the 
ground; woodpiles, cracks in walls and paving slabs may harbor a feast. 
However, in a long cold winter their numbers may be very hard hit, even 
though they will huddle together in groups for warmth. As many as 100 has 
been recorded, they may create a special roosting nest or use old nests 
made by other species. They are very rarely seen on bird tables though may 
peck at fruit on the ground, especially if they’ve flown in with a group of tits, 
but prefer to feed only up to 2metres above the ground. 
 
According to Peter Tate in ‘Fights of Fancy’ and Opie and Tatem’s  “A 
dictionary of Superstition”, the tradition of “The Wren Hunt” is found in 
Ireland, Wales, Scotland, France, the Balkans and part of the West Country 
in England. Tate gives a full account of how a group of up to 20 young 
unmarried men, known as ‘ the wren boys’, would go out early one morning 
around the winter solstice to trap ‘The Cutty Wren’, always a female who 
would then be paraded around the village in an elaborately decorated cage 
on top of a pole before killed as “a sacrifice to appease evil and to bring 
good luck for the new year.” The poet Carol Anne Duffy produced her own 
version of this tale as part of a series of beautifully illustrated small books for 
the Christmas season.  
 
In County Kerry an elaborate procession still takes place, though now a 
model wren is attached to a Holly branch. But from the description of the 
costumes and the use of a ‘horse’ with a wooden head and clacking jaw, 
two ‘wren boys’ inside to animate the beast, it sounds more like the 
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Hoodening or Mumming traditions that were found all over the country with 
Hooden horses especially in the’ Dane Law’ areas in the Eastern counties.  
 
St Nicholas-at Wade has an ancient Hooden horse and a group still goes 
out to tell and enact the comedic-tales, now to make money for charity, 
originally to enable the young farm workers or apprentices to collect a small 
Christmas bonus. The Deal Hoodeners are well known too, playing and 

performing traditional songs and ballads. 
Though I don’t know if they have a Hooden 
Horse. 
 
Many folk groups over the years have 
recorded “The Cutty Wren”, the words can be 
found online, but Steeleye Span’s 
explanation from an album in 1996 is 
interesting: “ The wren is known as the king 
of the birds because of a fable in which the 
birds hold a competition...It is decided that he 
that flies highest is the monarch. The wren 
craftily hitches a ride on the back of the 
eagle, fluttering up only when the eagle 
reaches his limit.  
 
Also, the wren was sacred to the Druids and 

the custom of killing wrens at Christmas would not seem to be compatible 
with this history of reverence. The wren would be protected all year, then 
ritually sacrificed at the appropriate time. As with all remnants of ancient 
religions, their meaning becomes obscured and their enactments trivialized, 
and so the song becomes attached to the Christmas traditions of Wassailing 
and collecting money”. The song was first published in 1776 but was 
already old then, other groups suggest that the sentiments could be linked 
to the peasants revolts of the 14th century; as the wren had cheated to gain 
it’s title, the song became “ a symbol of baronial property, for which the 
preparation for the seizure and redistribution to the peasants was to be 
carried out in the greatest secrecy.” Hence the symbolism: as once caught 
the wren becomes huge and heavy and four strong men and big wagons 
are required to carry her and huge cleavers needed to cut her up, but then 
all is given to the poor. 
 
On the Isle of Man, a dead wren would have been taken on board the 
fishing boats as a protection against storms: from the belief that sea sprites 
haunted the shoals of herring and would conjure up a storm before flying 
away in the form a wren. As wrens were known to be untrustworthy (the 
King legend again!) other stories grew up about them revealing the hiding 
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places of important people though their loud calls. Yet on the whole it was 
felt that the Robin and the Wren should be left alone as a traditional verse 
says; 

He that hurts the robin or a wren 
Will never prosper on sea or on land. 

 
It was also considered bad luck to rob the nest of a robin or a wren. William 
Blake, 1757-1827, who used images of the natural world in his poems and 
illustrations said;  

‘He who hurts the little wren, 
Shall never be beloved by men.’ 

And also;’  
A robin redbreast in a cage, 
Puts all heaven in a rage. 

  
I think I will go along with Blake, the robin and the wren, two of our most 
well-known and loved birds deserve to be respected and keep their places 
in our hearts and gardens.  
 
Whatever may be happening as we approach the Christmas season, make 
the most of this special time; continue to support each other, stay safe and 
well and enjoy all the wonders the natural world continues to reveal to us. 
I’ve enjoyed my year of sharing my bird observations and exploration of 
some of the traditions grown up around them, I hope you have too. Wishing 
you all the very best for 2021. 
 

Cover designs and theme for 2021 

Sometime ago Rebecca suggested that I might like to look around at the 
buildings in Ash or the other Benefice villages.  
So, I wondered if some of you might have a house or garden that hides a 
story about it’s past; architectural or to do with the people or events that 
have taken place there. 
I know in past issues Peter and Cressida have done such pieces about 
historic places, but sometimes it’s the little places that hide a fascinating 
past. If you would like to include a drawing of it or photographs that I could 
use to make a cover image from that would be great! If you have a story but 
don’t want to write it yourself, we could talk about it and I could write it up for 
you. So let’s think about the theme for this year’s covers and reflections as 
being ‘The secret places of Ash and the Benefice villages’. Looking forward 
to hearing from you. Text to 07878 268789 or email at: 
 patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk  

Pat Coless 
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 Please support our local business by using their services 
as you are able. 

If you would like to advertise here, please contact: 

ashpm.ads@gmail.com 

mailto:ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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