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The Canonry Benefice of
Ash – Chillenden – Elmstone – Goodnestone
Nonington – Preston – Stourmouth

Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
Community
PCSO Eva Winter

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999
101 or email
Eva.Winter@kent.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 369314
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440

Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s Prep School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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This magazine is produced by St.
Nicholas Parish Church. We
welcome items from individuals and
village organisations. All items
should come with a note of the
contributor’s name. The editor
reserves the right both to edit and
not to publish anything she
receives. Items on church matters
do not represent the official position
of the Church of England.

Magazine Subscription
Never miss an edition of your
favourite parish magazine!
To arrange to a subscription
including magazine delivery to
your door (within the parish)
phone Rebecca on 07443
605873.
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Products and services advertised
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endorsed by the Parish Church.
Send advertising enquiries to

Front cover illustration
The Chequer Inn, Ash. By Pat
Coles based on a photograph by
Angela Newall

ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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What’s On
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING on Saturday 4th December
hosted by The Friends of St Nicholas Church from 10am-12pm there will
be refreshments, raffles and much more. See page 20.
THE CHEQUER INN hosts theatre on Wednesday 8th December with 366
Days of Kindness at 8pm. See page 22.
ASH AND WESTMARSH WI monthly meeting will be held on Thursday
9th December at Ash Village Hall from 2.30pm, followed by a Christmas
party with seasonal entertainment. See page 13.
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS – this popular club for the more senior
members of our community meets every fortnight on a Tuesday from
2pm-4pm in the library at Ash Village Hall. Meeting in December is on
Tuesday 14th, then returning after the Christmas break on 11th and
25th January. New members are always welcome.
THE ASH SOCIETY meet for a Christmas Social Evening of
Entertainment on Thursday16th December from 7.30pm. See page 14.
CAROL SINGING in aid of the Pilgrims Hospices will take place on
Wednesday 22nd December outside the church porch at St Nicholas, Ash,
from 5.30pm. See poster, page 18.
GOODNESTONE will be alive with music in December! See page 16 for
details.
THE CHEQUER INN COMMUNITY GARDNERS meet Mondays 9.30am
-12pm.
MEET UP MONDAYS – a friendly companionship group meet at the
Chequer Inn from 10am-noon every Monday.
ASH BABY AND TODDLER GROUP meet at Ash Village Hall on Mondays
from 10-11.30am. £1.50 per child.
DANCE AND GYMNASTICS classes take place at Ash Village Hall
every Monday. Ballet and tap dancers from age 3 and gymnasts from Age
4 to 11. Please email Jan for more info antondance66@gmail.com Price
£5. for an hour, £8 for two classes
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Church Notices
Christmas in the Canonry Benefice
Saturday 28th November: Advent Carol Service, Holy Cross,
Goodnestone, 6.30pm
10th-12th December: St Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival, Nonington. Trees
decorated by village organisations will be in the church. The weekend will
conclude with a Candlelit Carol Service on Sunday 12th December at
6.30pm with mulled wine and mince pies to follow.
Sunday 12th December: St Nicholas’ Day Family Service, St Nicholas,
Ash, 10.30am. With an animated St Nicholas story! Refreshments will be
provided after the service and children can bring in homemade
decorations to add to the Christmas tree.
Christmas Service, Baptist Chapel, Nonington, 6pm.
Sunday 19th December: Candlelit Carol Service, Holy Cross,
Goodnestone, 6.30pm; Candlelit Carol Service, St Nicholas, Ash, 6.30pm.
Tuesday 21st December: Carol Service, St Clements, Knowlton, 6.30pm.
Wednesday 22nd December: Porch Christmas Carols, St Nicholas, Ash,
5.30pm. Led by the Landsdown Singers from outside the church porch
5.30-6.30pm. Collecting for the Pilgrims Hospices.
Friday 24th December: Christingle Service, St Nicholas, Ash, 4pm; Carol
Service, All Saints, Chillenden, 6pm; Midnight Communion, Elmstone
Church, 10pm; Midnight Communion, St Nicholas, Ash, 11.30pm;
Midnight Communion, St Mary’s, Nonington, 11.30pm.
Saturday 25th December: Choral Communion, Holy Cross, Goodnestone,
9am; Christmas Communion, St Nicholas, Ash, 10.30am; Christmas Day
Family Service, St Mary’s, Nonington, 10.30am.
No services on Sunday 26th December
 For services at Elmstone and Preston
churches and other news from the
villages see page 14.
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St Nicholas’ Day 12th December
In last month’s issue I wrote about the charity we will be supporting this
year to mark the feast day of St Nicholas.
Just to recap - in times past, we collected for a charity called Cantercare.
Unfortunately due to funding cuts the charity had to close a year or so
ago. However, the house they ran has been taken over by a Canterburybased charity called Rising Sun a domestic violence and abuse service.
The house has been renamed Cantercare House and has been
refurbished to provide 5 bedrooms amd communal kitchen, bathrooms,
lounge and large garden. The criteria for referral are that they will
accommodate young mums or mums to be aged 16-24 years who are
homeless or
facing impending
homelessness
and/or have
experienced
domestic abuse
from a family
member or whilst
in a relationship.
Once resident in
the house they
will be supported
and encouraged
to draw on their
own strengths to
build safe and
independent
futures for
themselves and
their babies. They
will receive oneto-one support
including
counselling,
parenting skills
and money
management.
I have heard from
the house
St Nicholas Church. Photograph by Laura Whittaker
manager and they
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would really appreciate the following items (please note for hygiene
purposes, all items must be new, except for books and board games).
 For the babies: toys suitable for babies under 18 months, bath toys
for babies under 18 months, books, bibs, baby grows and muslins.
 For the kitchen: tea towels, oven gloves, rubber washing up gloves,
kitchen roll, foil, cling film, cookery books (basic home cooking
please, nothing fancy!), kitchen utensils (wooden spoons, spatulas
etc).
 For the communal lounge: board games, books, art and craft kits for
the mums and Christmas decorations.
They have already been donated a plentiful supply of nappies and have a
reasonable supply of toiletries.
The church porch at St Nicholas, Ash, will be open to accept your
donations between 9am and 3.30pm on the following days: Monday 6th,
Tuesday 7th, Wednesday 8th, Friday 10th, Saturday 11th and the after the
church service on Sunday 12th December.
Please note the church will be shut on the Thursday of that week as a
local school will be using the church for their Christmas celebrations.
We are delighted to be able to have the opportunity to support such a
worthwhile, local charity and would like to thank you in advance for your
generosity.
Jenny Taylor

Parish Register
Weddings
Olivia Charleston-Coad and Mark Edwards, St Mildred’s, Preston,
2nd October
Crystal Evans and Simon Humphries, St Mildred’s, Preston, 15th October
Jessica Perez and Robert French, Holy Cross, Goodnestone,
23rd October
Megan Loveless and Kieran Stedman, St Nicholas, Ash, 30th October
Helen Bailey and Alexander Wakelen, St Nicholas, Ash, 6th November

Return Thanks
The Revd Clive Barlow and his family sincerely thank the many people
who sent cards and letters of sympathy following the death of Helen
- devoted wife, loving mother and friend.
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The Parish Letter
Following the Black Lives Matter protests last year which saw
demonstrations in more than 260 towns and cities across the UK, scores
of tributes to slave traders, colonialists and racists have been taken down,
or will be removed, across the UK. Although I appreciate and understand
the public outcry about our association with slave traders in the past, I’m
disappointed that this moral outrage focusses predominantly on the past
and doesn’t address, to the same extent, modern slavery today.
Our cities were built on slavery and they continue to be resourced by it.
There are an estimated 46 million slaves globally and it is naïve for us to
think we don’t depend on some of them. From the mineral rich mines of
the DRC to the garment factories of Bangladesh; from fruit pickers, in the
home counties, to cheap takeaways in the gig economy, our shiny,
modern consumer lives are dependent on a trade so dark and iniquitous,
it is astonishing we tolerate it so readily.
Slaves are forced into agriculture, construction, hospitality, manufacturing,
retail, domestic settings, sexual exploitation and menial service on the
open seas. They are all around us and yet they are not. Like ghosts, they
are not visible to most and not believed in by some either.
The prophet Amos tells us the God who stretched out a universe of
unfathomable size pays attention to those who abuse the poor. Slavery
pays very nicely for those who traffic in it. Humans are a resource that
can be used and used again. It is calculated that forced labourers deliver
£7000 profit to their abusers every year. Sex traffickers make £30,000
annual profits out of their desperate victims, according to the expert
Siddharth Kara. Lives of comfort are lived by those who abuse slaves,
mocking the promise of Amos. The mighty are still on their thrones and
the humble poor are being ground into dust.
Spiritual redemption has its originating
story in the liberation of slaves from
oppression. The gift of a day’s rest in
seven marks freedom from a relentless
mind numbing seven day a week graft.
For slaves today, there is no rest. And
where there is no rest, there is no
hope.
In the letter of James, we read, the
wages of the labourers who mowed
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your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out. So it’s true: money
talks! But all the while we imagine it is conferring access, fame and
privilege, it is actually transmitting on a frequency we can’t hear, with a
message we can’t ignore.
We need to retrain our minds so that we hear with our eyes. Our vision is
drawn to things of beauty. There is a palpable bias to what looks nice.
The advertising industry is predicated on it, but so is our worship, when
we use images of outstanding natural beauty as a backdrop for our
engagement with God. What is superficially ugly or repulsive, we keep
just out of sight, like the sun we learn not to stare at. In the parable of the
sheep and the goats, it’s the hungry and the thirsty, the stranger and the
threadbare, the sick and the prisoner whom we look straight through.
These are not people at their best, and they do not look their best. And
tellingly, neither the sheep not the goats recognise Jesus in the needy.
To hear with our eyes, we have to pay attention to detail. The first hurdle
is disbelief: The struggle to accept slaves are moving around us as surely
as shoppers in a mall. We imagine the effects of evil somewhere just
beyond the horizon, but they are poisoning the ground we walk on. And
it’s precisely in our neighbourhood that we are most likely to spot the
patterns of people being dropped off or collected for work, the signs of
people broken by coercive control, the fear and defeat in the faces of
people swimming in abuse.
We can train ourselves for this, and we can be trained by those with the
skills. The Clewer Initiative has a safe car wash app and a farm work
welfare app that can be downloaded to help us. We do not have to tackle
the problem personally. Police forces and related agencies have the
skills, the resources and statutory powers to take action. We can report
what we suspect on the Modern Slavery Helpline. No-one on the end of
that line will be cross if we get it wrong; they will be glad we’re taking it
seriously.
We each have a modern slavery footprint. There are even ways of
showing this to us. So we can take small steps to change our
dependency. And there is another one we can make. Prayers of
intercession, persistent, focussed, undeterred, have remarkable power
that is unrestrained by our personal circumstances. Slavery is the fastest
growing international crime. It is the stronghold that keeps adding
extensions. But it is not a building that the cruel and merciless will live in.
Amos said it. Across the ages, his prophecy is a challenge to our prayers.
Rev David Moulden
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday
1st November 2021.

We need more bodies! Nothing to do with Halloween the night before but
we now have two vacancies on the Parish Council.
If anyone is interested do contact our clerk, Christine. We work as a team
and councillors can work to their own strengths or interests. There is no
pressure to take on things that one is not comfortable with. Our most
recent retiree will continue to help with footpaths and allotments and we
thank him for that.
Councillor Bartlett reported 148 successful applications (45 of these were
new) from clubs and societies across Dover District for grants from the
Winter Fund, including one in Ash.
DDC are teaming up with a company known as WISE (Waste
Investigations Support and Enforcement Ltd.) and a team of five will be
patrolling within the district to tackle littering and dog fouling through on
the spot fines. This initiative will be self-funding but on a larger scale
KCC has been awarded £9.5 million from the Department of Transport to
introduce Kent’s first zero-emission bus service (Dover Fastrack due to
arrive in 2023).
Moving on to Christmas, we were reminded that there will be free parking
on DDC carparks from 23rd to 28th December and 1st to 3rd January. This
led to a brief discussion revisiting the question of carpark charges but it
was agreed that this would not solve the issue of insufficient parking in
the village.
Ash will look more festive this year as we plan to have a Christmas tree at
Pound Corner (thanks go to Juliet’s for donating a tree and Sandwich
Town Council for the lights). We hope to see the tree in place from
4thDecember to 4th January.
Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the Parish
Council website ashparishcouncil.gov.uk

Parish Clerk job vacancy. See page 12.
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A Seasonal Warning
"Peace on earth and goodwill to all" is a message that is often seen
outside churches and printed in cards at Christmas. It provides a
message of hope for what has been for us all another difficult year where
we have adjusted to new ways of living and working.
Without wishing to tarnish the joy of Christmas or become a Grinch, crime
in all its guises will continue to thrive over the festive period. Scam
opportunities are readily presented to criminals who will use the season
and increased spending to exploit anyone caught in their web of deceit,
lies and fear.
For example: Amazon is an internationally recognised company who are
able to supply just about any product. Fraudsters will use this brand
recognition to hook you into a conversation relating to an expensive
product that you have not ordered, have not received and do not want.
This can lead to the offer of a refund and ultimately the inappropriate
disclosure of bank details. Legitimate companies and Government
Departments will not ask for passwords, PINs, access to your computer or
bank account.
Remember and use the ABC of scams:
A - Accept nothing
B - Believe no one
C - Confirm everything (with a relative, friend, neighbour)
If you receive the latest wide screen TV for Christmas (or any other
expensive product) please do not advertise this by placing the cardboard
packaging with your bins waiting for collection. These are your purchases
or gifts - keep it that way!
Isolation and loneliness remain the pandemic of the 21st century. There is
no vaccination program for something that has such a negative impact on
the physical and mental well-being of so many people, but you can help!
As the nights draw in and the weather turns colder, please check in with
your neighbours. A smile, a hello, a chat or perhaps a coffee could make
the difference. Presence is more important than presents...please give
generously.
Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and New Year... Stay safe.
Peter Gill
KCC Community Warden
Sandwich, Eastry and Ash
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Volunteers Needed
Ash Baby and Toddler Group is looking for volunteers to help with the
running of the group, setting up and tidying up and in the kitchen. We do
not need commitment for every week as we are hoping to be able to do a
rota. Find out more by calling Lorraine on 07799 814280.
Lorraine Layton

Job Vacancy for Clerk to Ash Parish Council
Do you have an interest in local affairs?
Would you like to be involved with the community of Ash?
Working 25 hours per week, the Clerk’s role is busy and varied. It
includes providing advice to the Council, minuting meetings, maintaining
financial records, guidance on planning and implementing parish council
policies.
You work from home, manage your own hours and must be available for
monthly meetings held on the first and fourth Monday evenings of the
month.
Salary will be in accordance with National Association of Local Council
salary scales, depending on experience and qualifications. Start date by
April 1st 2022, earlier by agreement.
To apply please download the application form, job description and
person specification from www.ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
Applications close on December 22nd 2021. Interviews are scheduled for
the week commencing January 17th 2022.
Enquiries should be directed to Christine Haggart (Clerk) on 01304 832
909.

The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, Ash Branch
In October, we made £308.50 which includes our stall at St Stephen’s
Church, Sandwich and the coffee morning at the Ash Village Hall. There
will be box for used stamps in the village hall as usual in December and,
we will be collecting used stamps and old coins at the coffee morning.
We are not holding our stall at St Stephen’s Church now until March.
Marion Martin
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Chequer Inn Ash Society
Nominations for CIAS Committee
The Annual Members Meeting is on Saturday 11th December at 10.30am
in Ash Village Hall (see poster, page 16).
We would ask ALL members of the society to come forward to join the
committee. Your contribution to the running of this community business is
now urgent.
There is a lot of support available from a dedicated, but exhausted
committee as well as our funders, the Plunkett Foundation. We need
younger and not-so-young active participants to contribute. We meet as a
committee about once a month. In between meetings there is some
information circulated to read with some ensuing discussions in between
meetings, sometimes! Committee members do visit the property from time
to time for maintenance support and occasional external meetings.
You will learn a lot about the growing sector of community pubs. The the
Plunkett Foundation has produced a document on this subject.Please
email us on chequermates@gmail.com to request this, for more
information or speak to a committee member and check your emails for
the nomination form. You can also email us for a nomination form. We
look forward to hearing from...YOU!!
Pub Theatre: At the event on Saturday 6th November, the audience raised
£93.10 in aid of the Multiple Sclerosis Society.
Jane Greaves, Company Secretary CIAS

Ash and Westmarsh WI
At the November AGM, Sarah Stephenson was elected as President for
2021/22. The monthly meeting will be held on Thursday 9th December at
Ash Village Hall from 2.30pm when Joyce Comberswell will speak on
Memories of a Dyslexic, followed by a Christmas party with seasonal
entertainment. This will be members’ last chance to sign up for and give
in their choices for the Christmas lunch on Tuesday 14th December at The
King's Head in Sandwich.
A reminder that there will be NO monthly meeting in January, although
the walks will continue weather allowing; check with organizer Val Smith
01304 812372 if in doubt. Visit our
website www.thewiorg.uk/ashwithwestmarsh to find out what we're up to
in 2022; for more information contact Sarah Stephenson on 01304
813530.
Jean Ryan
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The Ash Society
Members meet for a Christmas Social Evening of Entertainment with
seasonal readings and music, plus mulled wine and refreshments on
Thursday 16th December from 7.30pm onwards at the Village Hall.
New members are always welcome; come along and find out about the
programme of interesting talks for 2022 or for more information, please
contact Nina Vallack (Chairman) on 01304 812039.
Please note the meeting on Thursday January 20 will start at the earlier
time of 7.15.pm to allow time for the AGM before the evening's talk.
Jean Ryan, Acting Secretary

Smuggling in Kent
It was good to be able to start our new season of talks in October after an
18-month enforced break. It was also good to have Peter Ewart as our
speaker, this time telling us tales of Smuggling in Kent – a deeply
researched and beautifully illustrated talk.
We heard amazing tales of skulduggery, all taking place in East and West
Kent, and into Sussex. Romney Marsh, of course, was always an area we
associated with the smuggling trade (and we remember from previous
talks by Peter, the locals regard the Marsh as a count in its own right) but
Tenterden, Aldington and the Thanet coast were also highly involved.
We were also reminded how many of the old smugglers’ haunts live on
today in so many of our village hostelries and, of course, some of the
churches, their incumbents not being adverse to the benefits of brandy,
tobacco etc.
A fascinating talk, greatly enjoyed by all of us.
Nina Vallack

The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Church
Remembrance Service
This Service was held at St. Mildred’s on 13 November with a minute’s
silence at 11am. The names of the Fallen were read by Ivor Sneller and
Chris Anderson laid the wreath. Refreshments were served after the
service.
Dec-a-Tree
Following last year's very successful events, we are planning to have
these again, as follows:Saturday 11th December Elmstone Church, 3-4pm with refreshments.
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Sunday 12th December, St Mildred’s, Preston, 3-4pm with crib scene,
carols and chocolate in the Church.
Wooden tree decorations to decorate the trees are available to purchase,
(£1 each), at Preston Village Shop and Preston Garden Centre. Funds
raised from the sale of these will be going to Educate for Change, the
charity we support in Uganda.
You can, of course, choose to make your own weatherproof decorations if
you wish.
We hope that these family events will be well supported again this
year. The lit trees were a very welcome sight at both churches last time.
Christmas Cards
Following some excellent paintings produced by children from Forge
Cottage Art Studio in Elmstone, we have been able to produce six original
Christmas cards which are in packs of six, with one of each design per
pack.
These delightful cards with the greeting “With all good wishes for
Christmas and the New Year” are priced at £6 per pack and are available
from Preston Village Stores and Preston Garden Centre, and at church
services at St Mildred’s and Elmstone. Monies raised from the sale of
these will go towards church funds.
We would like to thank the art studio and their artists for all their help and
Josie Leicester for printing these.
Christmas Services
Sunday 12th December: Family Service at St Mildred’s Preston with a Crib
scene, 10.30am. Refreshments will be served afterwards.
Friday 24th December: Elmstone, 10pm
Happy Hours at Elmstone Church
These will continue on Fridays 3 December, 7 January, 4 February and 4
March at 6.30 pm.
Compline may be held before Happy Hour, starting at 6.10 pm.
Further Meeting Regarding St Mildred’s
A further meeting was held in November, after the copy deadline. An
update will be available in the January issue of the magazine.
Church Services
These are continuing as follows:1st Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone Church - 9am – followed by
coffee.
Continued over
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2nd Sunday - Family Service - St. Mildred's - 10.30 am - Followed by
refreshments
3rd Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone Church - 9am
There is no service on the 4th or 5th Sunday in the month.
Elizabeth Timms

Goodnestone News
Sunday 28th November 6.30pm Advent Carol Service
For the first time in many years there will be an Advent Carol Service at
Goodnestone, the choir will sing a selection of Advent music, including
works by Mendelssohn and Rachmaninov, and there will be Advent
readings and congregational Advent Hymns.
Friday 17th December 7.30pm Caritas Chamber Choir directed by
Benedict Preece
We are delighted to welcome Caritas back to Goodnestone for this
concert of festive music featuring works by Praetorius, Poulenc and Dove
as well as some traditional Christmas favourites. Retiring Collection
For further details www.goodnestonemusic.com
Sunday 19th December Goodnestone Christmas Carol Service
A traditional Service of Lessons and Carols, with congregational carols
and some seasonal music perfomed by Goodnestone Choir.
Christmas Day 09.00 Choral Eucharist.
Advanced warning for March 2022
An Introduction to Beekeeping course, will run over 6 weeks starting on
Thursday 3rd March at 6.30pm in Goodnestone Village Hall. The sessions
each last for two hours. The course is being run by Sue Kittle an
experienced and highly qualified bee keeper. At the end of the course
there will be an outdoor practical session. The cost of the course is £50.
For further details contact Sue Kittle on 07875655008 or
suekittle1@gmail.com
Denyer Kittle

The Arts Society Sandwich
The next Arts Society Sandwich lecture will be held on Monday 6th
December in The Guildhall, Sandwich, at 7pm with refreshments served
from 6.30pm. Those attending the lecture must wear a face mask. Sandy
Burnett will speak on From Tchaikovsky to Tin Pan Alley – uplifting music
for Christmas.
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Sandy Burnett is a wide-ranging musician who has worked as music
director for the Royal Shakespeare Company and the National Theatre.
He will share a selection of festive favourites ranging from the classical
music of Tchaikovsky`s Nutcracker to traditional carols and songs by
Eartha Kitt.
We welcome non-members but would appreciate a £5 contribution per
event for attending our lectures.
Please visit www.sandwichdfas.org.uk for membership and programme
information. You can follow us on Facebook@theartssocietysandwich
William Fortescue

Subscribe to the Parish Magazine and not only have the magazine
delivered to your door (within the parish) but receive the equivalent
of two free issues in a year!!!!! For more details email
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or call 07443 605873.
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Letter to the Editor
I agree with Mr P O’Halloran and Rosemary
Murgatroyd’s letters to the editor in the November
issue of the Parish Magazine regarding the
devastating destruction of wildlife habitats in and
around Sandwich Road.
Some have also been quick to say the wildlife corridors were purely
‘vegetation’ which suggests that these people have little understanding as
to the true wildlife value of these areas. Hedgerows, with ground level
scrub, are important for ground nesting birds and are critical for the
existence of many species which rely on hedges and the undergrowth for
their survival. They are also a natural defence against the climate
emergency taking out carbon from the atmosphere and locking it safely
away.
Many residents have expressed their disbelief and shock that this
destruction has been allowed to happen. They are upset at the loss of the
sights and sounds of nature which gave them so much pleasure and
surprised that Hills Court Nature Path, which has been recognised in our
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) as an important wildlife corridor,
has been damaged in such an appalling and callous way.
It is of real concern that further wildlife habitats will be destroyed in
Sandwich Road with planning applications for the development of land in
Cherry Garden Lane, Cowans with its thick hedgerow and orchard which
is a refuge for many species including a breeding site for the rare Turtle
Dove and removal of trees and scrub and development of land in
Saunders Lane and The Street.
I agree with Rosemary that the village is ‘fast becoming a concrete jungle’
despite the fact that residents voted in our NDP for a ‘rural’ feel in the
village.
Pearl Thorne

We want to hear from you.
Share your news and views with the Parish Magazine.
Either email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post
hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.
19

20

What’s in a Name?
The Street', the backbone of our village, isn't the most imaginative of
names. Neither is 'New Street', the name from the Middle Ages onwards
for a road which for centuries formed part of the main route between Ash
and Sandwich. When choosing a name for their new development off
Chequer Lane, Bovis Homes decided to be more creative, opting for
Harfleet Gardens.
The surname Harfleet as current in Ash in the medieval and early modern
times may have derived from one of the manors (or estates) in the parish
of Ash, which was called Fleet. This manor included Richborough Castle;
the word 'fleet' comes from the term in Old English for running water. The
manor is named in the Domesday Book of 1086. An alternative
explanation is that the name came from the town on Honfleur in
Normandy, which was
called Harfleet by the
English. The surname
seems to have been
adopted by a branch of the
Septvans family in the 14th
century. The family owned
the manors of Molland and
Chequer; much of the
present Molland House
may have been built by
Christopher Harfleet in the
mid 16th century, and his
heraldry features in some
stained glass windows in
the house. St Nicholas's
Church has a fine early
17th-century monument to
Sir Thomas Harfleet and
his second wife,
Bennet. The Harfleets
moved from Ash later that
century, but it is very
satisfactory that their name
remains firmly linked to the
village.
Cressida Williams
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Garden Jottings for December
What a wonderful autumn we are having with amazing golden yellow,
orange and red leaves are only just now falling, so late this year.
However lovely they may seem remember to remove them from the lawn
preferably by mowing as this chops them up making the breakdown of
their fibres so much quicker either in the compost heap or in bags,
watered then tied up and pierced then stacked in an out of the way corner
for next year.
This is s a time of tucking down for winter, to add a blanket of compost
over resting crowns of tender perennials with some fleece to protect
shrubs. Open the greenhouse on mild days to prevent mildew on plants
but have a heater and fleece to hand to stave off heavy frost when
forecast. Even sheets of newspaper to cover plants in the greenhouse will
insulate plants from very deep cold.
November was a good month for renovating borders, usually needed
every three years or so, though some Michaelmas Daisies and tall white
daisy plants seem to double in size each year. It was the ideal time to
split, move and add new plants as the weather was overcast and damp
with no frost. With good conditions it is possible to carry on with these
tasks into winter. Do add compost when replanting and always water in
well afterwards. It is a good idea to place groups of biennials at the back
of the border eg Hollyhocks and Foxgloves with Sweet Williams, Stocks
and Canterbury Bells you have grown, along with Wallflowers, in small
groups midway in the border with Forget-me-nots, Polyanthus and
Pansies nearer the edge. Remember when ordering summer plants that
Bizzy Lizzies (Impatiens) really do best in shade or partial shade and can
bring a dull dark area to life and colour. Whilst small bedding Begonia
Semperflorens are excellent for hot areas, while Petunias are another
good subject. I like all of these as they don’t require dead heading though
assiduous gardeners do this to the latter which actually does pay, when
cutting back if they become straggly later in the summer.
When working on borders in the winter try to use a board to stand on
while you work as it prevents flattening the lawn. Use a rubber or wire
rake to lift the grass and remove soil and leaves from the surface when
you have finished.
Complete cutting down any Herbaceous plants that are still standing
(leaving seed heads for the birds) and Pentstemons until the spring when
a new rosette of leaves appears. Also leave flower heads on Hydrangeas
to protect the forming flower buds for next year. Chop up stalks to add to
the compost along with any garden vegetable matter and weeds. Use
some of your well-rotted manure mixed with last year’s compost/leaf
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mould to mulch borders making sure not to mound it up around stems of
plans but spread evening over the open areas to suppress weed growth
and add humus and goodness to the soil. This is also good practice for
empty areas in the vegetable garden as the worms will pull it down into
the ground for you!
Look out for flowering and fragrant winter shrubs. Sarcococca, Mahonia,
Daphne Viburnum
etc to place by pathways and gates. Under plant them with Cyclamen,
Snowdrops, Crocus and ground cover plants such as Pachysandra.
Check rose shrubs and trees, especially newly planted specimens for
wind rock as a hole made by this action can fill with water and then freeze
damaging roots. Tread to firm the soil around the plants. Tie in firmly to
supports and also Wisteria and climbing rose tendrils.
Make sure that any paths and patios are clean. Algae and moss can be
very slippery and should be treated to kill and clean surfaces.
Bring out Christmas Cactus and Amaryllis to flowering positions loosening
the soil surface and replacing a little with some fresh compost or soil.
Maybe adding a top dressing of grit. Bulbs grown for indoor display look
good with a little moss tucked into the surface of the pot.
Small bowls of bulbs and Cyclamen make good presents, maybe with a
small evergreen Hebe, Skimmia or Euonymus with are easily grown from
cuttings in the summer with some ivy to trail. These are a good gift for
people who cannot garden outside – flat dwellers or older ex-gardeners
who may be housebound. It will bring a little of the outdoors in.
Decorative houseplants are easy to split and grown from cuttings –
Philodendron, Jade Plant, Peperomia, Tradescantia and Maranta make
excellent gifts with an attractive pot and saucer. I sometimes make a
larger arrangement grouping several together making sure they all need
the same watering requirements – mostly once a week, sparingly. If you
make watering on a regular day, you won’t forget or over water. Many
plants are lost due to over-watering, when a plant looks droopy it may be
waterlogged, not thirsty! Leave such casualties (on the draining board) to
release most of the water. If it smells at all stagnant then it is best to repot
into fresh soil or compost. In most cases plants will respond well. A feed
once a month will pay dividends. Small evergreen shrubs are a good
addition to pots and baskets for a winter display outside with winter
pansies and Polyanthus and small ferns.
A few ideas for Christmas gifts now, a small bird bath or bird feeders and
nuts, some small solar lights, a rose bush or some special seeds along
with garden twine, labels, secateurs or even a garden magazine
subscription. Hoping you have a Happy Christmas with family and friends
and a have a New Year with good health and renewed enthusiasm to be
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outdoors whatever the weather but remember to garden little and often
and also stop, look and listen and enjoy your garden and the joy it brings.
Christine Brown,
President of the Ash Horticultural Society

Food Stories
Annie’s Flapjacks
This is my husband, Matt’s, mother’s flapjack recipe. She is called Annie
as our children couldn’t say Granny when they were little. So, they are
known in the family as Annie’s Flapjacks.
Whenever the children go to see Annie there are always flapjacks waiting
for them. All Annie’s six grandchildren love her family famous flapjacks.
6oz butter or margarine
6oz Demerara sugar
8oz Quaker oats
Pinch of salt
Melt fat in microwave.
Mix in sugar, oats and salt and stir
thoroughly.
Tip mixture into a greased shallow
Swiss roll tin and press together.
Smooth surface with back of spoon.
Bake for 30 minutes in a
moderately hot oven (No 5 or
375oF).
When cooked, leave to stand for a
few minutes, then cut across into
16 fingers and leave until cold.
Georgina Solley

What’s your Food Story?
We would love to share
old family recipes or
meals with fond memories. Either email
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy at 69,
The Street, Ash.
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Stories from the Archives (22)
And you think today’s roads are bad?
Some of the most helpful sources for the local or family historian are
probate records, especially wills. Before 1858, all wills, administrations
and other probate procedures in England were administered by the
church, and we are very fortunate that these survive, with remarkably little
loss, from at least the 14th and 15th centuries. The contents of these wills
tell us plenty about the testator's property, possessions and family, as
well as his or her various wishes on the disposal of almost every item of
their estate, but they can also reveal much about a locality if the wills of a
specific parish or district are examined in any number. This Parish
Magazine series has so far drawn particularly on the 18th and 19th
centuries. What will a step back to late medieval or Tudor times offer?
The wills made by those who resided in Ash in the 15th and 16th
centuries resemble those of any other rural community, although of
course only a minority - those with something to leave! – would make a
will. Almost all wished to be buried in Ash churchyard and some
stipulated a precise position - in this or that part of what was still a very
small churchyard, or in their spouse’s grave or even "under the yew tree."
Or - for a very few - in a particular corner of the chancel inside the church.
Very common bequests included provision for the poor or donations to
the church for repairs and maintenance. The church in England was still
Roman Catholic at this time, of course, and many parishioners left
payments for a mass to be said, in which prayers, dirges or chants were
to be sung at the deceased's "month's mind" or on the anniversary of their
death. Candles and lights would be paid for to be lit on various saints’
days and money for the priests, clerks and churchwardens were
frequently bequeathed - sometimes in kind, such as six ewes for example.
Constant prayer for the deceased's soul was considered necessary to see
them swiftly through purgatory and was paid for in advance from their
estate. We are, here, only one or two steps away - if that - from the
Roman Catholic church's notorious "sale of indulgences" which Martin
Luther and the Reformation would seek to bring to an end.
These bequests to the church in Ash by local testators were perfectly
usual. However, it is the local information which is so fascinating. Those
who made a will had property to leave, and they identified and named
their houses, farms, smallholdings, meadows and marshes, as well as
their treasured possessions and everyday - but valuable - furniture and
accoutrements. Many of the manors, farms and houses can still be
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recognised from these wills, but the names of quite a few locations farmsteads, fields and other local features - are sadly now lost to the
modern scholar.
However, in an age when local "roads" throughout this enormous parish
were no more than lanes or tracks of bare earth - dusty and bumpy in
summer, deep in mud in winter - it is remarkable how often testators
bequeathed funds for their upkeep and repair. This was centuries before
a parish highway surveyor was empowered to put local labourers to work,
but still a time when the churchwardens bore responsibility for the state of
the "roads", such as they were then. The churchwardens were,
essentially, the local government of the day. Living, working, farming and
trading between farmsteads and villages by way of sunken lanes or
marshy tracks could be disastrous for wheeled carts, horses and men's
footwear, especially in winter, with supplies of essential stones and gravel
to improve the surface being the only ameliorating measure possible. So
the church - or the churchwardens - happily received bequests intended
for "highway maintenance." They frequently involved sums of 3s 4d, 6s 8d
or 13s 4d - an exact sixth, third and two thirds of a pound respectively.
Richard Lacy left 3s 4d (three shillings and fourpence) for the "repair of
bad roads" in 1509. Eighteen years earlier, another Richard Lacy had left
two acres of land to be sold for the same purpose, but only after his own
mother's death. He died in 1500 but if mother was still hanging on, the
roads would have to wait! By then, funds were arriving from Roger
Standish's will (proved in 1501) after he left 66s 8d (£3 6s 8d) for "bad
roads." It must have been helpful to the churchwardens when
parishioners were happy to let the wardens decide for themselves which
roads needed repair most urgently. Thomas Omer, too, left a sum in
1504 to provide "25 loads of gravel to be laid in the parish where most
need is."
Others doubtless had their own farms in mind! On 22nd November 1485
Geoffrey Lent signed his deathbed will, which included a bequest of 3s 4d
"to repair the road between the gate of William Lent as far as Tripp stile
with gravel." Geoffrey was dead well within a month, so the gravel was
soon purchased. On 1st April 1486 John Neme allocated sufficient of his
wealth to pay for "25 cartloads of gravel to be carried to mend the
highway between Ash and Molland Cross." In early 1499, the
considerable sum of £20 was available to "repair bad roads between
Canterbury and Sandwich." This testator knew these roads well, for she
was Katherine Martin, a widow of Faversham, whose first husband had
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been John de Septvans of Ash. Both rest in the chancel of St Nicholas’
church, their ornate alabaster figures lying on a tomb of Purbeck marble,
recognised today as among the most notable tombs to be found in any
Kentish church. Septvans was a pardoned veteran of Jack Cade's
rebellion - but perhaps we should just gaze at his widow's memorial and
remember our roads!
In 1511 William Lewies, churchwarden of the chapel at Overland, set
aside £3 in his will. Forty shillings must go to "the highway between Nash
and Culmers" and "20 shillings between Eache and Sandwich." William
had held land in Hoaden, Shatterling, Walmestone and Overland, as well
as in the parishes of Elmstone, Wingham, Staple and Chillenden. He
asked that "there be a stone to lye on my grave with a pykture of me and
my wife upon the same stone." Today, a 16th century stone memorial on
a churchyard grave in England is rare enough to be virtually unknown.
The parish of Ash is huge but the lanes in its outermost parts were as vital
as any. In April 1536 John Humer had only weeks to live but apparently
knew where urgent work was needed. His will included a bequest of "20
shillings for the highway at Fleet to be mended and repaired." And
another "20s for the highway at Weddington." Not to mention "the street
at Ash" (6s 8d) and "the street at Eche" (6s 8d). In 1553, as Mary Tudor's
short, turbulent reign began, John Ralph left sufficient funds for "mending
the highway between Gildell [sic] Town and Ash church where most
needed." This was the busiest road in the parish, being not only the main
street between Guilton and the village centre but a key stretch of the
arterial route between London and the continent via the port of Sandwich,
albeit then in decline. Alongside the church itself this heavily used, rutted,
muddy channel became deeper each year, and needed constant repair to
merit the description of a street. Just twenty years after his bequest, when
Mary’s successor had long pointed England firmly towards its Protestant
future, Queen Elizabeth’s extensive entourage did, indeed, test that
surface to its limits.
When we drive or walk along these thoroughfares today, whether it's
among the traffic jamming Ash Street itself, or a quiet narrow lane with
deep, sunken banks or a windblown marshy track, let's give a brief
thought to those days of five centuries ago and the ancient country
people who lived alongside them. These "highways" were quagmires for
much of the year, defying man, beast and cart. Without their 3s 4d here
and 6s 8d there, contained in those last wills and testaments of Ash's
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Tudor parishioners, many of the "roads" of Ash would simply not be here
today.
Most of these wills were proved in the Archdeaconry and Consistory
Courts of Canterbury. The originals and the probate copies can be
examined on microfilm at Canterbury Cathedral Archives or the Kent
History & Library Centre, Maidstone. Digests of some of the above
wills were published in Archaeologia Cantiana in 1923 (Vol XXXVl)
and in 1924 (Vol XXXVll).
Peter Ewart

December Reflections
Last autumn and winter we couldn’t ‘look into the future’ and were fearful
as death tolls rose and another lockdown started. I got stuck in Norwich and very pleasant it was too! However, I believe that this winter we will be
able to look ahead to a good Christmas even though there are still worries
and fears and for some grief and painful recovery from the effects of the
virus. We know now that like flu, Covid in some form will be something we
have to learn to live with and learn to deal with, with the aid of the medical
profession and sensible living. I hope that all those, especially the
children, who have and may develop long Covid will receive the support,
understanding and treatment they need to live full and hopefully pain free
lives. The heavy colds and coughs that seem to be racing through society
now, are a reminder of our lack of ‘herd immunity’ as we begin to mingle
in public spaces once again. I was lucky to be able to be in Canterbury
when the giant ‘refugee’ puppet walked out of the Cathedral gates,
pausing with her face turned to the wall, before facing the crowd gathered
to greet her. It was really emotional and atmospheric as she set off
through the ‘sea’ of faces and mobile phones with school children
following on with various items made to symbolize the plight of refugees. I
really hope that her epic journey does touch the hearts and minds of
those whose attitudes towards refugees and migrants is so harsh and
unyielding.
As I write, COP 26 is well underway, like Sir David and the Royal Family, I
just hope and pray that actions will speak louder than words and the
promises made will speedily be followed up by meaningful actions for the
benefit of many. I thought that the two young women who spoke at the
opening ceremony were brave and made really moving speeches: the girl
from the Pacific islands said “ you do not need to hear my pain or see my
tears; you know what is happening to my homeland”, the girl from the
Indigenous people of the Amazon, spoke powerfully of her fathers
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teaching about listening to what the natural world is telling us; the earth is
speaking very clearly to us all! We must, all around the world pull
together and do whatever we may, large or small actions: through better
recycling habits, picking up our litter, supporting one another, perhaps
changing our diets and the way we shop and travel anything that will
ultimately protect our environments and all beings and creatures on this
beautiful blue planet! As was said by a number of the speakers; all the
developed and richer nations of the world have a responsibility towards
the poorer and developing nations. It is our forebears and inventors who
whilst making our lives better, started the roller-coaster of the industrial
revolution and the increasing release of CO2 into the atmosphere leading
to the increasingly violent changes in our weather being experienced
now. As I talked about last month: it would be good to be remembered as
the generations of the 21st century that finally started to put things right!
Last month was such an amazing bumper issue that Rebecca had to
make some cuts, as I had written too much, got a bit carried away- again!
I am always happy for her to adjust these pieces to fit the space she has
available, but unfortunately an important link was missed from the
beginning of the last paragraph
on the second page: Those of
you who have read both of Ray
Winn’s stunning books will
have realized that the terrifying
gashes in the earth that she
describes were in Iceland, not
Cornwall! In the ‘Wild Silence
‘she describes an epic,
sometimes nightmare like trek
she and Moth took in Iceland,
just before winter set in: hoping
that the physical and mental
challenges would once again
cause Moth’s debilitating illness
to retreat, as had happened
through the adventures
described in The Salt Path.
Both books are amazing and
are much recommended,
though the second is quite
Part of the lovely cottage complex at Frogham in emotionally challenging, yet so
powerful and the imagery and
the snow at Christmas. From a photograph by
Alison Hydon
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insight she brings have stayed with me. Both are also very pertinent to
what is going on in the world.
I have decided to step back from writing for now: since we took over from
Eddie, so many more folk have contributed to the magazine; articles,
memories, recipes, reports and reviews so that I don’t feel my reflections
are really needed and this year especially have been a challenge. So,
keep them coming from all areas in the Benefice and beyond!
Rebecca often has to juggle to fit everything into this great little
publication and I hope it will continue to grow, do get an extra copy for
new neighbors to try, or tell new people in Ash that it’s not just about
church life but the life of the villages. The new year issue will have a
round up of what’s on offer too. However, for the moment I will continue to
draw, though as I’ve pointed out before, there are many gifted artists in
the Benefice with a lot more experience and expertise than I! Do please
feel free to submit drawings for publication; covers or to go inside.
These last 4 years have been a steep learning curve for me, but I think,
on the whole, that I am grateful to Rev David Moulden for volunteering me
to meet with Rebecca and try to support her as we took over from Eddie,
who had done such a good job for many years and is still organizing the
printing. Thank you to you all!
I hope that many more voices will be heard through this magazine and
that it will continue to be an important way to transmit information about
life in our villages and the churches of the Benefice. My thanks to those
who have encouraged me and thanked me when one of my ramblings
has touched a chord with them. It has been an interesting and mostly (I
still hate typing!) enjoyable journey.
So, have a wonderful Christmas, hopefully with those you love and care
about. But, may we also be generous to those who cannot rejoice at this
time through no fault of their own. Especially all who have lost their
homes and livelihood or health through climate events, cruelty and
warfare.
I’m sure the collection of goods for Cantercare house will be as
generously supported as the harvest appeal was. For me, Christmas is
always centered on my family and my faith and I hope that many of you
will come to some of the services and events taking place over this month
in all the Benefice churches. Come and enjoy afresh the wonderful
Christmas story and sing the carols that have been and still are being
inspired by it over the centuries. I know I never stop enjoying them! I wish
you and yours a very happy, blessed and peaceful Christmas and all the
very best for 2022.
Pat Coles
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Please support our local business by using their services
as you are able.
If you would like to advertise here, please contact:
ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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