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What’s On
THE MONTHLY COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING is hosted by the Ash
WI at Ash Village Hall on Saturday 1st February from 10am-noon. See
page 12 for details.
ASH PARISH COUNCIL meet at 7.30pm on Monday 3rd February,
7.30pm, The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road.
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on
Tuesday 4th and 18th February from 2-4pm.
ASH WI meets on Thursday 13th February at the Village Hall from 7.30pm
when George Ward talks about The Cheese Makers of Canterbury; all
ladies very welcome. See page 17 for more information.
THE ASH SOCIETY hears an illustrated talk by photographer Russell
Miles on The Life of the Hare” in Ash Village Hall at 7.30pm on February
20th.
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY welcome Gardeners’ World presenter
Frances Tophill to their meeting on February 27th at Ash Village Hall.
7.30pm start.
START THE WEEK in friendly company at the Chequer Inn, Ash, which
hosts Meet Up Mondays every week from 9.30am-11.30am.
Enjoy a free cuppa and some friendly chat. The Chequer Inn, Chequer
Lane CT3 2ET. Tel: 01304 273680. www.MeetUpMondays.org.uk
ASH TODDLER GROUP meet at Ash Village Hall on Mondays 10am11.30am. For more details see poster page
18.
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Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
0800 111 999
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
105
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
0800 820 999
Community
PCSO Richard.Bradley
101 or email
Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 369314
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440
Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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Church Services
Services at St Nicholas’ Church
Sunday 2nd February
Sunday 9th February
Sunday 16th February
Sunday 23rd February

8am Holy Communion, 10.30 All Age Service
8am Holy Communion 10.30am Holy
Communion
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion

Services around the Benefice
Sunday 2nd February
Sunday 9th February

Sunday 16th February

Sunday 23rd February

All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion
Elmstone Church 9.15am Holy Communion
St Mary's Nonington 10.30am Holy Communion
Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Choral
Communion
St Mildred's Preston 9.15am Family Service
Baptist Chapel Nonington 9.30am Breakfast
Church
All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion
Elmstone Church 9.15am Holy Communion
Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am All Age
Worship
Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Holy Communion
St Mildred's Preston 9.15am Holy Communion
Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am Holy
Communion

Holy Communion with Ashing
Sunday 26th February

St Nicholas, Ash, 7pm. A reflective service, a
reminder of our own mortality.

Churchyard “Bash”
A reminder that the regular ‘bash’ at St Nicholas church gets underway
next month (Saturday 21st March).
New volunteers are always welcome to join the group which meets to
mow, cut, sweep and weed the parish graveyard. Starting at 9am,
volunteers staying for as long as they can spare the time. There is a
delicious lunch provided at midday.
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Collection for Oasis
Many thanks to everyone who so generously donated to our collection of
items for Oasis, a domestic abuse charity based in Margate.
As I’m sure you recollect, every year we like to collect items to mark our
Patronal Festival, the feast of St Nicholas. Once again the community of
Ash came together and we were inundated with toiletries, children’s
blankets, colouring books and pencils to name but a few.
The Friends’ Association of St Faiths’ School even made up a lovely
hamper which was raffled in the charity’s shop in Northdown Road to
further boost funds. I received a lovely letter from Oasis and would like to
share some of it with you:
‘Thanks you for remembering the women & children that we support – it
means a great deal to us.
Please share our thanks to all of those who donated, without the ongoing
support of people like you we would struggle to give our clients the basics
they need to get back on their feet.’
Jenny Taylor

Becket 2020
2020 marks two important anniversaries for Thomas Becket - 800 years
since his murder in Canterbury Cathedral and 850 since the translation of
his tomb. In 2020 there will be a national programme of events to
commemorate his remarkable life and death.
Keep an eye on the Becket2020 website for regular updates.
https://becket2020.com/
Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy
Churchwardens:
Elmstone: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 01304 812511.
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804.
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 0778 069 4711 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628.
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402.
Retired Clergy:
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304 812543.
Reader:
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249
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The Parish Letter:
The Digital Age, Grace, Truth and Forgiveness
During the course of the last 70 years’ western society has changed, in
some aspects, unrecognisably and irrevocably.
One aspect which has changed substantially is in our communication.
Apparently, in a speech to the House of Commons on January 23rd 948,
Winston Churchill said: History will be kind to me for I intend to write it.
Exactly what he meant by this is debatable, but what isn’t debatable, is
that Churchill, in all probability, would not have said this today.
Some folks, (often men let’s be honest…) still stick their noses in a paper
over breakfast to find out what is happening in the world – but the number
of people who do so is rapidly declining.
The Reuters Institute Digital News Report states that we are more and
more likely to swipe through stories, analysis and comments on a smart
phone and this at any time of day, than we are to read a daily newspaper.
If all the data processed in a day by Google were written in books and
these books piled on top of one another, they would reach more than
halfway from here to the moon. Every day.
The proportion of Brits getting our news from print has nearly halved in
just six years, 2013-2019.
There has been a corresponding increase and reliance on social media.
With television news, three-quarters of us are now obtaining our news
without purchasing a news-paper. But does this mean an even more
consuming march of the information age?
Not necessarily. As we become more reliant, and even addicted, to online
news and views, we Brits are becoming, at the same time, warier of what
we read.
70% of us are concerned about distinguishing genuine stories from fake,
this figure has risen by 12% in the last two years.
This puts us, in the UK, somewhere between Jair Bolsonaro’s Brazil (at
85% - first place) and Donald Trump’s America (67%) in the global league
table of disbelief. And let us face it: It is hard to locate the source of the
things we read and decide if they are true, or based on factual evidence.
No wonder our generation is so confused and fractious.
To many, the concept of truth is highly subjective and hardly anything is to
believed.
The Archbishop of Canterbury in his New Year address rather than
tackling the slippery and controversial notion of truth spoke about the
importance of doing what we can at a local level to enhance co-operation
between ourselves and foster a stronger sense of community. Justin
7

Welby is immensely pragmatic in his addresses and writings and instead
of launching in a philosophical debate about truth challenged us all to do
what we can to enhance and rich our communities.
In one of his addresses last year he spoke about the crisis we have in our
search for our nation’s new or newly discovered sense of identity.
He is surely correct about his. For all our disagreements on Brexit, our
trade partners and alliances, on the shape of our nation itself, the most
important factor of all may be how we relate to one another in the debates
that lie ahead. For these debates we need not only to develop a listening
ear, but also to appreciate the concept of grace.
The millions attending carol services across our land heard the
transcendent opening to St John’s Gospel: In the beginning was the
Word.
If we had been in charge of the opening ceremony of creation, it’s likely
that sentence would be longer and hyperbolic. But there is beauty in its
simplicity. We read a little later in the same chapter: And the Word
became flesh and dwelt for a while among us… full of grace and truth.
Whether we are people of faith or not, there is something profound here.
If only all our conversation, our communication with others, in our village
of Ash, would be rooted in truth and grace, there would be a
transformation in our community. A transformed community needs grace
tempered by truth and this by necessity means we need to confront the
times when we have messed things up. Perhaps the real reason we
struggle so much with the simple dynamic of saying sorry and forgiving
others is because we have such a poor understanding of how much God
has forgiven us. Our culture has become more anthropocentric and
increasingly obsessed with personal entitlements, rather than duties
towards God. This development has meant, sadly, that we treat each
other more harshly, not less, because grace figures less commonly in our
judgment. An unwillingness to forgive sometimes reveals more about us.
In Pride and Prejudice, the character of Elizabeth says, I could easily
forgive his pride, if he had not mortified mine.
The message of the Church speaks of undeserving people finding the
grace of God. We are flawed, but God is merciful; we are weak, but God
is generous. There is nothing we can do for God that will deepen the
acceptance we have with him. When we bring a child into the world, we
don’t begin to love her, or him, when they start to achieve well at school;
we love them without condition, from the moment we feel the first stirrings
in the womb. Those who have discovered the forgiveness and grace of
God find, by a consequence, an abiding in God. Some aspects of life will
not change.
Rev David Moulden
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Onlooker:
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday
6th January 2020.
No attempt at poetry this time but, using a suitably post festive image, it
would be true to say that the agenda for this first meeting in 2020 was as full
as a Christmas dinner plate.
No time for sharing resolutions, other than to remain focused and cover all
items!
Cllr Trevor Bartlett, Leader of DDC, attended the meeting and provided
updates where possible.
Some information was close to home: a new light at the end of Cherry
Garden Lane and an upcoming consultation and review of parking policy in
village carparks owned by Dover District Council.
Further afield there was mention of the refurbishment of Kearsney Abbey
which should be completed by Spring for all to enjoy.
There is no indication at this stage of when Southern Water will complete
repairs on the Sandwich bypass.
A variety of planning applications were considered with helpful information
from two of our councillors who had taken the time to visit several sites
(surviving all day, it seems, on a shared flask, elderflower sweets and a pork
pie).
All councillors have been urged to visit a site on the outskirts of the village
with a proposed development of 76 new homes in readiness for the next
meeting. Several residents attended the meeting to express their views.
The parish council will also write a response to DDC regarding the issue of
car park charges. Difficulties with parking availability have been recognised
but charging for short stay would not provide a solution and could lead to
more on-street parking thus further reducing the number of available
passing spots which is frustrating for all, including bus drivers (see overleaf).
About buses, the Sandwich Connect Bus, which currently stops at Guilton
en-route from Staple to Sandwich, has suggested a further stop in Ash
village centre as some users need to shop or visit Ash surgery. The first of
two pieces of promising news for non-car users or those who wish to reduce
their need to make car journeys; the second concerns the Royal Mail and
the possibility of a weekly ‘outreach’ Post Office service in the village.
The above will need discussion sooner rather than later along with other
ongoing initiatives including traffic calming, the playground, allotments and a
redesigned website.
Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the Parish
Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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Car Parking Charges in Ash
A meeting of Dover District Council cabinet on January 13 discussed a
report proposing the introduction of parking charges in several rural car
parks. Minutes from that meeting state: “…noting the issues outlined in
the report regarding the management of rural car parks and the potential
benefits of introducing limited controls, the decision on the precise
arrangements (if any) within each car park be deferred to allow detailed
engagement with each parish council.”
Ash Parish Council responded: “Ash Parish Council is pleased to report
that there will be detailed talks with Dover District Council about the
potential benefits of introducing limited controls on the DDC Carpark at
The Street.
“Residents have raised the problem about the lack of parking provision on
The Street that leads to traffic congestion and illegal parking in the centre
of Ash.
“The parish council welcomes the opportunity to explore what could be
done to improve the situation. It has ruled out the introduction of charges
for short stay parking and will be asking for views from residents and local
businesses for innovative solutions that would benefit all.”

Hello From Our New Community Warden
I have recently been appointed as the KCC Community Warden for
Sandwich, Eastry and Ash having worked on the Multi-Agency Task
Force in Margate since joining KCC in July.
After 37 years in Customs (Border Force) I took early retirement at the
end of last year. I am no stranger to the area having started my career at
the Pegwell Bay Hoverport! I then spent several years working at
Ramsgate Port before moving to Dover and then to the Channel Tunnel
when it opened in 1994. I have lived in Deal most of my life and have
good family, friend and work connections in my Community Warden area
I am looking forward to working in and with the local communities. If you
see me out and about, please stop me and say hello...I always have time
for a chat! If you wish to contact me please use these contact details
Tel: 07703 454190 Email: Peter.Gill@kent.gov.uk
Further details of the KCC Community Warden service can be found
at www.kent.gov.uk/communitywardens
Peter Gill, Kent Community Warden Service Community Warden Sandwich, Eastry and Ash
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Removal of Recycling Bin In Village Hall
This facility was for a trial period only.
Thank you for your amazing support to Reduce, Recycle, Reuse singleuse plastic.
Unfortunately due to some unwashed packaging (making a terrible pong!)
and items that are not accepted for recycling by Terracycle (having to be
sorted out and sent to landfill) the Village Hall Management Committee
has decided to remove the bin and not accept any more items.
If you have got into the habit of saving Terracycle accepted packaging for
recycling why not take it directly to St Peter’s church in Sandwich, or to
any other more convenient public collection point? Look these up on
www.terracycle.com.
If there is any other village organisation interested in becoming a
collection point (If you are a public collection point you will earn funds as
part of the terracycle team) do take a look at their website.
Mary D Evans

The Jack Foat Trust
The Trust has a two-bedroom cottage for rent in The Street, Ash.
The property has kitchen/living room, sitting room and bathroom
downstairs. Two bedrooms upstairs and a shared garden area at the rear.
The steep stairs are probably not suitable for the elderly.
Prospective tenants must have a strong long-term connection to the
village of Ash.
Please contact our agents: Finn’s, 1-3 King Street, Sandwich. Tel. 01304
614471 for an application form.
Ian Chandler

Magazine Subscription
Never miss an edition of your favourite parish magazine and have it
delivered straight to your door (within Ash Parish).
Subscribe online at www.s8nicholas.org.uk and click on the Request
Parish Magazine Subscription button or phone Rebecca on 07443
605873 or email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
Proceeds from the magazine go to support the Church and its
important work in our communities.
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Chequer Inn Ash
The Chequer has now been open for just over 6 months covering the
summer and busy festive times of Christmas and New Year.
Jan, Craig and the family continue to be at the centre of the Chequer
Inn’s hospitality as a ‘hands on’ working team supported by a number of
key local people.
Family Payten are to be congratulated on delivering a quality venue in
such a short space of time.
Jan will be making a suggestions box available where any customer can
post your suggestions/comments/compliments anonymously, if you feel
unable to address this personally. On the flipside, everyone loves
compliments, so please continue to share these far and wide.
Social Activities
On Tuesday 16th October we welcomed about 80 people to the pub to
participate in the Big Pub Quiz.
We are grateful to Peter Ewart for not only preparing the quiz but also
being the quizmaster on the night. We were grateful to Bill Speed who
undertook the number crunching and scoring and also to David Greaves
as the auctioneer.
Many congratulations to Chris Denby who successfully bid for the Jonnie
Wilkinson signed rugby shirt and thanks also to Aisla Payten for donating
her treasure.
Meet up Mondays commenced in September and regularly welcomes
about 14 people for coffee, tea and good company, supplemented by
cake! Many of us are truly fed-up with our own company by the end of the
weekend or feel Mondays are just better if we start the week with a
friendly chat.
Two volunteers have signed up to undertake Health Walks training and
we hope to be offering regular shared walks in the locality of Ash. Health
Walks are part of a collaboration between the NHS in Kent the Ramblers
and Walking for Health.
Property maintenance
The Chequer Inn Ash Society Committee is responsible for the property ie
building and gardens so the maintenance of buildings and gardens will
continue to be our priority.
We intend to progress the tea room refurbishment (like for like) in the
early spring.
The gardening group has been undertaking an autumn clear up and the
window boxes refreshed for the Spring display.
Continues over
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The Bat and Trap team have been active preparing the pitch for Spring
also. With the lights on inside we believe this brings new life to the centre
of our village.
We have recently been awarded a very generous grant from Kent
Community Foundation (Elderly and Isolated criteria).
Together with the grant from the Community Lottery Fund and the money
raised at the recent quiz night we have sufficient funds to complete the
disabled toilet project.
We hope this will be completed in the early Spring. At the same time Jan
and Craig plan to refurbish the toilets. The pub will be open as usual. We
are so grateful to both these organisations for their consideration and
awards to us.
We continue to place a priority on the concerns of our neighbours during
music events. To minimise the intrusion of music into their homes,
committee members have devised insulation based on the best available
evidence. This involves covering the windows temporarily from inside with
polystyrene sheets.
We are pleased this has had some effect on noise pollution but we will
continue to review the sound levels and insulation, adjusting our options
as necessary to help dampen the travel of sound.
Awards
We were delighted that the Chequer Inn Ash Society was selected in
November as a finalist for the Plunkett Foundation 2019 Rural Community
Business Awards in the One to Watch Award category sponsored by The
Retail Mutual.
We were one of just 21 groups selected as examples of the most inspiring
community businesses from across the UK. We were runners-up and our
framed certificate was collected by the actor Neil Stuke. Neil will be
visiting us soon for another presentation.
As part of our Community Lottery funding we are required to have policies
in place for safeguarding children and
vulnerable people. These will be publicly
available in the New Year.
We have received an anonymous donation to
augment our social impact work like the Meet
Up Mondays.
It is anticipated that this will be used for training
costs to enable us to undertake satellite work
with Age UK Sandwich in the near future.
The Committee Chequer Inn, Ash Society
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The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital – Ash Branch
We raised £82 at our stall at the coffee morning held at the village hall on
January 4 which we were very pleased with. Thanks to everybody who
supported us and look forward to seeing everyone in February.
Marion Martin

Ash Heritage Group
Advance Notice: The talk on Thursday 5th March at 7.30pm at Ash Village
Hall will be “A Schoolgirl’s War”. This will be given by the author, Mary
Smith. Entry £3.
Graham Foat

Ash WI
Members meet on Thursday 13th February from 7.30pm when we shall be
celebrating the founding of Ash-with-Westmarsh WI exactly 74 years ago.
Instead of a fattening cake (too soon after at that Christmas food) we shall
be nibbling some tasty cheese samples, kindly supplied by our speaker
for the evening – George Ward of The Cheese Makers of Canterbury – a
local cheese factory which retails its produce
through The Goods Shed next to the West
Station in Canterbury.
All ladies are very welcome to come along and
enjoy the meeting for free, and perhaps find
out a little more about what we get up to – like
Scrabble sessions, occasional theatre trips,
pub lunches, craft group, monthly country or
seaside walks plus all the activities on offer via
East Kent Federation of WIs. Visit our website
at www.thewi.org.uk/ashwithwestmarsh where the entire programme for
2020 can be viewed plus other activities – such as our forthcoming
Annual Quiz which takes place on Saturday 7th March, to which anyone is
welcome to come along, bringing a tableful of friends for a good night out
and some really “stinky and cunning” questions. More details in next
month’s magazine.
Jean Ryan, President,
01304 812148
17
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Help to Raise the Roof
Preston, Elmstone and the surrounding villages and hamlets are raising
funds to build a new village hall and community centre.
In February, the following events will be held in the existing village hall:Saturday 8th February

Pop-up Cafe Breakfast Special.10am-12pm

Saturday 15th February

Loose Goose and Supper. 7pm-11pm. Food
(cassoulet or vegetarian option and dessert)
with live music, dancing, licensed bar with wine
and beer. Tickets £15 from the Preston Village
Stores or book with Jill Matthews on 01227
722518.

Saturday 22nd February Bangers, Beans and Bingo. Tickets and more
information from Kath Marsden on 07810
871286 or kathmarsden44@gmail.com
All are welcome.
Funds raised contribute towards the Preston Village Hall Renovation
Fund (Charity Number 1182792).

The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches
Elmstone Village Happy Hour: The special Christmas evening in
December was a very enjoyable occasion. These popular events will
resume in the Spring, with the first being on Friday 3 April, at the usual
time, 6.30-7.30pm.
Christmas Tree Festival – St Mildred’s: The church looked delightful
with all the decorated trees. The event was well-supported by local
organisations and businesses with their contributions. The Nativity was
beautifully arranged at the main altar. There were stalls, including apple
juice, bees wax products, pottery, our Christmas cards, an art display and
raffle. Refreshments were enjoyed and people voted for their favourite
tree. The results were as follows:1st place - The Gardeners' Club
2nd place - The Village Hall
3rd place - Emily Stone, Copper Creatures, Preston Flower Arrangers and
Forstal Marsh Apple Juice.
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£250 was raised for the Friends' funds.
We would like to thank everyone who helped towards the event and all
those who came along.
Christmas Cards: We are very grateful to Preston Photographic Group
for their help with these and Josie Leicester for printing them. We hope to
be able to do this again sometime in the future.
New Year Celebration Concert: The Concert on 29th December at St
Mildred's was a superb event.
Just us Musique, (Cecilia Lamon - violin and Victoria Loram - clarinets),
with Sebastian Nickols - piano and organ, played wonderful music. Liz
Scott and Tim Offord gave seasonal readings.
Christopher and Sebastian Nickols, together with Tim Offord, also sang
for us.
This was an exceptional concert, and we were very fortunate to
experience such wonderful talent.
Delicious canapes were served during the interval. About 85 people
attended and £400 was made for the Friends' funds.
We would like to thank the Cornets for organising this, the musicians and
readers and all those who supported the event in any way, as well as our
lovely audience.
2020 events: The Committee will be meeting shortly after the copy
deadline to discuss events for 2020.

Sandwich Local History Society
Monthly lectures:
Thursday 13th February at 7.30pm in the Guildhall Grand Jury Room. Dr
Juliette Pattinson from the University of Kent.
‘The Blitz, propaganda, women, civilians, evacuation’.
All welcome; non-members £1 at the door.
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk

Ash Village Hall
Please note if booking the hall by phone, the number is now 01304
369314. The email address remains unchanged at
bookings@ashvillagehall.co.uk
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Garden Jottings for February
At the end of January, the garden is making an early start. Several people
have told me about their perennials which are still in flower from the
summer.
In my garden, the wonderful, heavily scented winter-flowering honeysuckle
by the back door has even had bumble bees visiting. Not to be outdone,
the fragrant daphnes are also in full flower, surrounded by snowdrops,
cyclamen and hellebores. I know that new hellebore varieties are being
bred to hold their heads up. Wouldn’t it be marvellous if they could be bred
to have a scent.
The autumn flowering Camellia sasquana, Cleopatra, has not flowered, but
the hybrid Yuletide (flowers bright red with yellow stamens) is still flowering.
These camellias are meant to be ‘pleasantly scented’. Primroses seem to
have been out forever and the miniature irises too are now coming out.
These are Iris reticulata (netted iris – the bulb has a network of fibres on
the outside) and Iris histrioides (winter iris). The latter, especially a dark
purple one called George, is also meant to be scented, but since it’s only
about 3 three inches high I can’t vouch for it, but they are lovely. The trouble
is that mice and squirrels also love them and I am having a (losing) battle
to keep them from digging them up. They are also eating my crocuses. At
least I have put up a successful (so far) barricade against the fox that has
been digging huge holes under my ferns and leaving multi-coloured poo
around the garden.
I don’t begrudge the wildlife, but I wish they would stick to the sunflower
hearts, niger seed (aka noog/nug; niger, nyger, nyjer, or; ramtil or ramtilla;
inga seed; and blackseed) and dried mealworms on offer. NOT MY
BULBS/CORMS.
So what to do in the garden in February?
 Well, if the soil is frozen or sodden, stay off, keep to the path, or stay
indoors, in the shed. Read a good book/catalogue and order plug
plants for summer bedding and baskets.
 Providing the soil is not frozen or too wet, prepare vegetable seed
beds, and spring-sow broad beans and peas.
 If you have any plants outside in containers, make sure any protection
they need is in place.
 Chit early potato tubers, in a well-lit cool place, start from late
February, to plant in 6-8 weeks. My favourites are Rocket and Red
Duke of York. They should be ready for harvest in 10-12 weeks in
June. I managed to grow some in bags last year – no heavy digging
required to enjoy the benefits.
Continued over
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Make sure all your garden equipment is serviced and blades
sharpened- especially your secateurs, which you will be putting to
good use.
 In late summer, all the whippy branches of wisteria should have been
pruned back to 5 buds. Even if you missed this, you should now prune
your wisteria back to 2 or 3 buds, which will then form the spurs to
give fatter flower buds, rather than the thinner leaf buds. Wisteria is
also scented, and if you haven’t got a wall, you can also grow it as a
standard, like the one in Chequer Lane.
 Prune winter-flowering shrubs such as witch hazel and winter jasmine
that have finished flowering, cutting back last season’s shoots to 2 or
3 buds
 Buddlia: If not done already , tall plants can now be half pruned – cut
down to half the height. Save those cut stems for use as temporary
plant supports. Then do final prune lower down when new growth
has just started in spring.
 Cornus – those varieties that are grown for their slender red or
yellow stems in winter. If they have not been cut back in last 2 years
or more, remember to prune them back to just above ground level
during the winter – then the new stems can grow tall and straight.
 Prune summer flowering (not spring flowering!) clematis
 Enjoy hellebore flowers, but cut off any leaves with black spot - cut
down all their foliage when they have finished flowering. If you leave
the flower heads, they will set seed and you can grow on the
seedlings. Flowers for free.
 Divide bulbs such as snowdrops if they are overcrowded, and replant
them 'in the green'. I’m not convinced that it’s necessary to plant them
in the green. But, if you are spending a fortune (£1390 +£4 postage
for Galathus plicatus - Golden Fleece – well, it is yellow and fleece
seems an appropriate name to me), you would want to see it in flower
first. What is most important that the bulbs are not allowed to dry out.
Don’t buy those packs of shrivelled snowdrop bulbs. Although I
suppose the squirrels and mice might be grateful.
Despite that, do keep feeding wildlife and supplying water, but please avoid
giving them whole peanuts when they could choke young fledglings.
Liz Rath & Gary Bradbury

From Landmarks by Robert Macfarlane: Smeuse is a Sussex dialect noun
for ‘the gap in the base of a hedge made by the regular passage of a small
animal’.
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Review: A Mystery Play
Goodnestone and Ash churches saw a different Nativity Play this year: A
play, directed by Pat Coles, based on the York and Chester Mystery
plays, whose origins date back to the 13th and 14th century and probably
to folk legend long before.
As I watched, I remembered by first encounter with these plays back in
the 1960s.
Their simple vernacular language, rough humour and stories of kindness,
devotion and human failings, came as a refreshing change to the solemn
rituals of the church I grew up in, where only the pageant-like celebrations
of the Pascal candle, the Stations of the Cross and the Christmas crib
brought the Bible stories to life.
In this production there were many delights: a Golden Angel (Gabrielle?),
a Virgin Mary who seemed suitably overawed by it all, and the Shepherds
with their rough kindness and humble gifts of horn-spoon, cobnuts and
nuthook. Strange gifts for a baby (but no more so than gold, frankincense
and myrrh); but for me, best of all was the acting out of the story told in
The Cherry Tree Carol. A disgruntled Joseph finds not only that his virgin
wife is pregnant but also that, she, quite unreasonably, develops a
craving for cherries in winter. “Let him pluck cherries that got you with
child,” he replies.
The bowing down of a branch laden with ripe cherries convinces Joseph
that the child must indeed be the Son of God. And so they head to the
stable.
The simplicity of it all belied the weeks of preparation for what was a truly
community effort of singers and players… as these plays have always
been.
I hope that this is the beginning of a new Christmas tradition.
P O Halloran

Letters to the Editor
On returning from a lovely walk with my terrier on Sunday, along New St.,
I was lucky enough to watch an amazing sight of a Starling murmuration, I
watched it for some time, it became bigger & bigger, with others joining
up, swishing overhead, I could hear their wings en mass, it was near the
turning into Saunders Lane area. It was such a treat to see, & a first for
me, the light was fading, as we hurried on home, feeling totally
exhilarated to have witnessed such a wonderful sight of the natural
world... in ASH!!
Rosemary Murgatroyd.
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February Reflections
On the cover are two Mute Swans, creating a heart for Valentine’s day,
which is why I thought I’d write a piece about the swans we can see in
this country. This image has also become a logo for Leeds Castle, with
the late Lady Bailey’s Australian
black swans displaying the same
image - representing love and
fidelity.
My son, a wildlife artist and film
maker, has lent me a beautiful
book by Dafila Scott (Peter
Scott’s daughter) on swans, my
drawings are from photograph in
the book.
In one section she describes a
swan they called Lancelot who
lived about 24 years his partner of
six years died and he took
another mate and successfully
reared more cygnets with her.
You may also have noticed that
this month is a leap year. So
ladies, according to this year’s
Almanac (A seasonal guide by
Lia Leendertz) this is the only
chance in four years that we may
propose; to wear a red petticoat is
supposed to bring good luck, but,
refusing a woman on this day was
bad form, apparently if a man did
refuse, he was meant to buy her a pair of gloves, presumably to hide her
unmarried state!
To return to the swans; we often have the image of these graceful birds,
wings raised like the sails on a galleon, silently cruising along our
waterways, but the Mute Swan is in fact a very quarrelsome bird,
especially when their nest is ready and young are hatching. The male, or
Cob, defends his territory and his family very aggressively.
I remember walking alongside the Arun that runs below Arundel Castle,
with my father, when our Labrador suddenly burst through the reeds
pursued by a very irate swan!
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Their wings are incredibly strong and are able to fracture a human arm,
so please keep children and dogs away from swan nesting sites. They will
warn you off from quite a distance by hissing and grunting, so take note!
Despite their grace above the water, there may be frantic paddling going
on underneath, especially against a fast-flowing river.
When we first moved to Thanet in 1987, driving into Canterbury or down
by Grove Ferry, the water meadows often had big flocks of swans, even
looking like sheep from a distance. But, sadly, we don’t seem to see such
numbers around here anymore.
They feed on aquatic vegetation, so the flooded meadows gave them
extra feeding grounds. Yesterday driving back alongside the Stour from
the Chilham side of Canterbury I was pleased to see a small group of
swans making the most of the flooded fields there. They can also feed in
deep water, up-ending and reaching down with their long sinuous necks.
Whilst showing grace on the water, on land their gait is very awkward as
their legs are so far back on their bodies, they are also amongst the
heaviest of flying birds, only the American Trumpeter swan in heavier. So
they need, like an airliner, a long ‘runway’ for take-off and landing. Their
ratio of wing area to body is so low that they should really be incapable of
getting airbourne!
Once in the air they have to fly fast, the Mute Swan’s wings make a very
distinctive whooshing sound that carries far, but, they cannot easily
manoeuvre in the air which is why so many swans are killed flying into
overhead cables.
In some rural areas, baffles are put onto cables to make them much more
visible to swans and have preserved some flocks successfully.
So, swans prefer open stretches of water, like the Stodmash lakes where
they have room to take off, but also islands and reed beds to build their
huge nests in.
Although, as their name suggests, Mute Swans have no real voice, the
cygnets can make high pitch squeaks if separated from their parents. The
have fluffy grey feathers and can be 15 months old before getting their full
white plumage.
Families often stay together with yearling swans staying near their
parents, even if another brood is hatched.
Swans are our largest waterfowl species and may have evolved around
80 million years ago.
The earliest fossils date from the Eocene period, so swans were well
established before humans evolved!
Some species, for example the New Zealand swan in the 16th century,
have been made extinct due to over hunting.
Continued over
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For hundreds of years swans were considered a delicacy and in the late
Middle Ages, a law made all the mute swans in the Thames belong to the
Crown or to two of the ancient London Livery companies, the Vinters and
the Dyers.
They, like peacock, often graced the royal banquets, the roasted fowl
redressed in the skins with their beaks guilded, to create a sumptuous
centerpiece for the kings of old.
Even now, in the third week of July, the Swan Upping ceremony takes
place on the Thames; all the cygnets are herded together, just before
they are adult enough to fly, those belonging to the companies have a
notch cut in their beaks, all the others belong to the Queen.
All types of swan, except the smallest, the South American Coscrobas
swan, are from the genus Cygnus, named after an ancient Greek hero
who was turned into a swan when grieving for his friend, Phaeton, who
drowned when he tried to drive his father, Helios’, sun-chariot across the
sky.
Swans have long been associated in myth and legend around the world:
In another Greek myth, Helen of Troy was conceived by the Spartan
Queen, Leda, when Zeus disguised as a giant swan visited her.
In Ireland, as some swans return from their migrations at the beginning of
spring, they are connection to Imbolc, the first day of Spring and to the
Goddess Brigid.
There are many Irish legends that involved people being turned into
swans, the ‘children of Lir’ being one of the most well known.
The Druids saw swans as representing the soul, shape shifters who could
cross from the mortal world to the ‘otherworld’.
Bards (singers and storytellers) would be dressed in cloaks made from
song-bird feathers, but the cowl around their neck and head would be
made from the feathered skin of a swan.
The Greeks coined the phrase ‘swan-song’: a final gesture or
performance given just before dying, as they thought the silent Mute swan
sang a beautiful sing as it died.
Bewick, Whistling, Whooper and Trumpeter swans all have powerful
trumpeting calls due to a long, convoluted wind pipe.
These breeds of swan all take long annual migrations, so a loud voice,
like geese, help to keep the flocks together in flight and when landing to
feed.
Mute, Black-neck, and Black swans have very simple windpipes and just
make quiet grunting or whistling noises.
In Britain we can see Bewick and occasionally Whooper swans who over
winter here, in Holland, Germany and Ireland returning to their breeding
sites in the Arctic Tundra in the spring.
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At the Slimbridge reserve on the Severn river, developed by Sir Peter
Scott, the first detailed records were made of the Bewicks, as each has a
distinctive beak pattern, so individuals and pairs could be recognized
returning each year.
They can also be seen in Norfolk, Suffolk and around the Wash. The
Whooper is much larger than the Bewick and their voice is more strident
and jangling than the more musical ‘bugling’ of the dainty Bewicks.
But all the migratory swans are creatures of habit, returning to their old
nesting sites throughout their long lives.
Beautiful creatures, whichever ancient breed, I hope that we continue to
enjoy their presence for many more generations and that global warming
and our constant need to build and change our environments will not
push them towards extinction.
Pat Coles
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