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The Canonry Benefice of
Ash – Chillenden – Elmstone – Goodnestone
Nonington – Preston – Stourmouth

Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
Community
PCSO Eva Winter

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999
101 or email
Eva.Winter@kent.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 369314
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440

Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s Prep School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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come with a note of the
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reserves the right both to edit and
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Magazine Subscription
Never miss an edition of your
favourite parish magazine!
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including magazine delivery to
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phone Rebecca on 07443
605873.
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Front cover illustration
St Nicholas Church in the snow.
By Pat Coles.

ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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What’s On
A HAPPY HOUR will take place at Elmstone Church on Friday 4th
February from 6.30pm. For more details see page 17.
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING in February will be held on
Saturday 5th February from 10am-12pm. There will be refreshments,
raffles and much more. See page 20 for more details.
THE ARTS SOCIETY SANDWICH meet at 7pm on 7th February at
6.30pm when Rosalynd Whyte speaks about Wassily Kandinsky,
exploring his journey from figurative landscape painter to modernist
master. For more club information see page 18.
ASH AND WESTMARSH WI meet on Thursday 10th February at 2.30pm
when Reverend Dr Gehad Homsey will speak on the Mercy Ships. For
more details see page 17.
THE ASH SOCIETY meets on Thursday 17th February at 7.30pm. For
details see page 15.
A QUIZ NIGHT raising funds for Ash Village Hall will be held on Saturday
26th February from 7pm. For more details see page 16.
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS – this popular club for the more senior
members of our community meets every fortnight on a Tuesday from
2pm-4pm in the library at Ash Village Hall. New members are always
welcome
MEET UP MONDAYS – a friendly companionship group - meet at the
Chequer Inn, Ash, from 10am-noon every Monday.
ASH BABY AND TODDLER GROUP meet at Ash Village Hall on Mondays
from 10-11.30am. £1.50 per child.

Share your club or society news with us! Send
details of events and more to
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy
at 69 The Street, Ash.
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Church Notices
Church Services
Sunday 6th February: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone;
Holy Communion 9am, Elmstone Church; Morning Worship, 10.30am, St
Nicholas Church, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Mary’s Nonington.
Sunday 14th February: Holy Communinion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden;
Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Family Service with Holy
Communion, 1030am, St Mildred’s, Preston; Breakfast Church, 9.30am,
St Mary’s Nonington.
Sunday 20th February: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone;
Holy Communion, 9am, Elmstone Church; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St
Nicholas, Ash; Morning Worship, 10.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 27th February: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden;
Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion,
10.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington.

As always the safety of our church community is paramount and timings
may change according to guidelines so please keep an eye on the church
information board and our News Sheet which is uploaded weekly
on www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and www.s8nicholas.org.uk
We will continue to stream our 11am Sunday services via our YouTube
channel and our Facebook page, where you will also find news and
updates.
www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice
www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice

Private Prayer
St Nicholas, Ash, 9.30am-4pm all week.
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, is open in daylight hours.
All Saints, Chillenden, 10am-5pm Saturdays and Sundays
Other churches in the Benefice can be unlocked upon request
*Please note services may be taking place during these times.
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St Nicholas Flower Arranging Team
It was so good to meet face to face in the church porch for our annual
rota planning meeting. And the catkins are showing everywhere! Spring is
on the way!
We are gradually getting back into our full commitment of 3 pedestals in
the church plus a small arrangement for the vicar’s weekly on-line service.
However we may not be able to fill every slot, so please bear with us if
your regular live flower view is missing!
We welcomed our new (but not new to flower arranging) member,
Frances. We look forward to her designs!
We have 3 festivals during the year (Christmas, Easter and Harvest).
However we have an extra occasion this year. Our Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee at the beginning of June. The flower arrangers hope to play their
part in the village celebrations.
Mary D Evans, on behalf of the St Nicholas Flower Arrangers

(Contact details on the church notice board inside the porch)
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The Parish Letter
Wisdom and Politics
With the revelation, amongst others, of No. 10’s garden parties in May of
last year, it so easy to drift into a disillusioned state. The majority must
surely agree that Boris’ reputation has been very badly tarnished. ‘Will he
survive’ is the question on many minds; will a mixture of pleading
ignorance and showing contrition be enough for the prime minister? With
a backdrop promise of ‘working night and day’ to level Britain up, Boris
appears to be a stranger to civic duty. Bernard Baruch once sardonically
said: Vote for the man who promises least; he'll be the least
disappointing.
Why do people become politicians? John Bercow, in his retirement
speech as Speaker of the House, said that (Parliament) is a wonderful
place, filled overwhelmingly by people who are motivated by their notion
of the national interest… We degrade this Parliament at our peril.
Conversely, scholars (such as James Weinberg) interested in the public’s
intuitive thinking about politicians, have revealed an overwhelmingly
negative vernacular about ‘craven’ elites who are ‘self-interested’, ‘selfregarding’ and ‘unprincipled’. If we were to draw up a person spec for a
politician what would it look like?
Perhaps we would want a person who not only genuinely cares for others,
but also possesses an ability to see what others cannot see and the skill
and wisdom to deal with the challenges. An unenviable person spec.
Wisdom…
In the OT, Solomon is known as a most esteemed man of wisdom. On his
accession to the throne, Solomon had been approached by God in a
dream, who promised to give him any one thing he wanted as he
assumed office. Rather than ask for long life, wealth or the death of his
enemies – the wish list of the world’s tyrants from the dawn of history to
the present – Solomon sees his prior responsibility to care for the people
and asks for wisdom.
It was a telling choice. Solomon was faced with a monumental task: to fill
the boots of his father David, a larger than life character whose rule would
be known as the greatest in Israel’s history. When we are faced with a job
where the general consensus is that we will succeed someone but not
replace them, it is a good idea not to be distracted by their particular
strengths or to try and mimic them. In a way, Solomon was defining
himself against David, whose rule was marked by several profound
mistakes, one of which was the existence of Solomon himself. Wisdom is
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a gift we should actively seek from God. It is not constrained by human
status: God does not withhold it from anyone who asks in faith. Yet there
is no doubt some need it more than others. Anyone who has assumed
public office, with a measure of care for others, knows how challenging
leadership proves. Sometimes there are no precedents to cling to in
making a decision; frequently the information is incomplete, or mediated
by those who have a stake in the answer. Occasionally there is no time in
which to reflect on a case and people must make their best guess and
hope they don’t have to justify it one day.
Modern political leadership is especially fraught. In a democracy, leaders
must know where the balance lies between doing what they think the
majority of people might want them to do and stepping forward to offer the
kind of leadership which others might resent because it is not in their
immediate interests.
A maternity case was brought to Solomon to adjudicate in ancient Israel;
today the range of issues on which some people must deliberate and the
amount of information they have with which to do this is vastly more
complex and interwoven. There are multiple possible outcomes and it is
often not clear which, if any, may unfold. In a globalised world, the ways
in which people interact to produce such outcomes are so dense and
random as to make decision-making routinely a case of the best guess.
And yet we do not act as if this were the case. How sorely is the gift of
wisdom needed today.
Part of the infancy of democracy is the sullen trust which is invested in
public leaders. They are expected to make all things well, but it is not
possible to do this and so resentment builds against those who wield
authority. The story of Solomon shows this need not be a counsel of
despair. We, as Christians, have a responsibility: In 1 Timothy 2: 1-2 it
says that prayers and intercessions should be made for those who are in
high positions because God has resources to dispose of which, like
Solomon, we can only dream of. The landscape has altered beyond
recognition since this was written.
The kind of wisdom public leaders need now is almost prophetic: an
ability to see what others cannot see and the skill to deal with it. This is
the unenviable terrain which sleep-deprived, over-stimulated public
leaders must inhabit. It is time to re-imagine the story of Solomon for our
generation and to faithfully pray for our leaders – even if we are
disillusioned.
Rev David Moulden
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday
10th January 2021.

We still have two casual vacancies to be filled on the Parish Council.
Come join us and help make a difference! You can read all about what it’s
like to be a Parish Councillor here in this mag soon.
So the meeting went like this....
Cherry Garden Lane junction still without lighting. It’s been 3 years and
waiting!
There were no public contributions nor KCC or DDC councillors present
so we went straight to planning. We discussed proposals for a new
glamping site/controlled dog walking centre off Durlock Road. Our main
concerns were nitrogen neutrality and sewage, traffic and noise from
barking dogs. A time limit was suggested to prevent barking into the night.
I think the noise from the hen parties will probably beat the dog barking!
Other planning matters concerned the erection of a detached garage/
office and enforcement issues.
Finances were agreed and the precept for 2022-2023. The tax base for
Ash has increased by 1.5% and in lay terms this means we will all be
paying 2p extra a week on our council tax for the parish council’s share.
We discussed the parish council projects for the year and how they will
proceed. These include biodiversity, communications, community
facilities, the HIP phase 2 (Highways Improvement Plan) and the play
area at the rec phase 2 ( for older children).
KCC has said there would be no re-instatement of lighting at the Chequer
Lane and Sandwich Road junctions on the A257 (our bypass). They were
removed a few years ago as part of an initiative to reduce light pollution in
rural areas. Seems ludicrous to me now as the number of housing estates
going up in the area must be causing far more light pollution than some
lights on the bypass which could potentially prevent accidents!
John Tanner was elected as the PC member for a term of office with the
Ash United Charities. John Tanner, Leanne Steed, Martin Porter and
Andrew Harris-Rowley were elected as members of the Ash
Neighbourhood Plan committee.
Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the Parish
Council website https://ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Dover District Council News
What is Dover District Council doing about climate change?
Dover District Council has acknowledged the serious impact of climate
change globally and in our everyday lives. The Council declared a
Climate Change Emergency recognising the need for urgent action.
Outlined below are some of the current/ most recent initiatives and
actions it has taken to reduce emissions:The Council has Grants/Schemes available to help residents in receipt of
certain benefits, or on a low income with a vulnerability to living in a cold
home (age/ health conditions) to improve the energy efficiency and
increase the heat retention of their homes which decreases the need for
energy and as a consequence reducing carbon emissions. More
information can be found on the Council’s website
(https://www.dover.gov.uk/Environment/Energy-Advice/GrantSchemes.aspx), or by calling 01304 872414.
New council housing built in the district will include solar Photovoltaics
(PV), electric heating and provide additional insulation. These measures
will significantly reduce the environmental impact of the developments
and help reduce the long-term heating costs for the tenants.
The Council’s Green Energy Grant Scheme is available for local
businesses to help small businesses save carbon, become more energy
efficient and save money. Recently DDC has given a grant of almost
£10,000 towards the cost of new solar panels at a local farm shop.
Following a successful funding bid to the Office for Zero Emission
Vehicles (OZEV), 49 electric vehicle charging points have been installed
across the district (in car parks and on-street). A new fleet of electric
buses will operate on Dover Fastrack when it's launched in 2023, which
will become Fastrack Kent’s first zero-emission bus service.
Key works have been given the go ahead at St Margaret’s Bay to help
boost sea defences and continue to protect the area for the future.
Kearsney Abbey and Russell Gardens (owned and managed by DDC)
have been awarded The Green Flag Award, in recognition of the
enhancement of wildlife habitats, re planting the orchard, and the
provision of facilities for people to learn about parkland heritage and
biodiversity.
The Council celebrated National Tree Week by planting native trees to
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create a woodland walk at North Deal recreation ground. The trees offset
the manufacture of 25 eco dog-waste bins installed across the district by
DDC.
A further 14 trees gifted to the district from the Royal & Ancient following
the 149th Open at Royal St George’s have also been planted in
Sandwich, at a community garden in Aylesham and Kearsney Parks
adding to the 63 new fruit trees planted recently.
DDC will continue to take action to reduce emissions over which it has
control and influence to meet the ambition of becoming a net zero emitter
by 2030 and to support the district to become carbon neutral by 2050.

Ash Walks Updated
The parish council has updated five walks along the public footpaths
through Ash and parts of the neighbouring parishes of Woodnesborough,
Staple and Preston, along with a new walk ‘Historic Ash Village’.
The countryside is quite flat and the walks are fairly easy although often
muddy. Some of the walks do have to use the country lanes to connect
the footpaths. There is a detailed guide and a route map for each walk on
the parish council website, so you can download and print them. The
walks start and finish in the village of Ash.
The Orchards – 7.3kms An especially fine sight at spring time with the
trees in blossom through Weddington, Paramour, Goldstone and
returning to Ash Village.
Ash to Richborough – 12kms This walk can be done from Ash village as
a circular walk or a shorter version can be done around the Roman fort by
leaving your car at the site and following the public rights of way around
the outside of the fort.
Ash to Marshborough – 7kms. A number of historic houses can be seen
on this walk that goes across the northern part of Marshborough and
heads back to the village via Goss Hall.
Ash to Staple – 7kms. From the Jack Foat Trust field below St Nicholas
Church, across to Staple along to Barnsole and back to the village via
Woodnesborough.
Continued over
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Ash to Westmarsh – This walk can be done from Ash Village as a
circular walk of about 10 kms or a shorter version starting and finishing in
Westmarsh and out to Sheerwater.
Historic Ash Village – is a new walk through the village highlighting
buildings of interest and has been prepared by the Ash Heritage Group.
A wonderful way to find out more about the landscape and history of your
parish as well as enjoying the outdoors. There is information about the
countryside code and details about the level of difficulty on the route, so
you can judge if it is suitable for you.
The parish council thanks councillors, Jacqueline Wilkinson, Kevin Ellis
and John Turner who have put in the miles to updates these walks.
Find out more at www.ashparishcouncil.gov.uk/localinformation/ashwalks
Christine Haggart

Ash Advent Windows Trail 2021
Once again Ash was lit up beautifully over the festive season by all the
people who decorated their houses and gardens, with some roads (you
know who you are!) becoming quite a visitor attraction!
With the help of kind businesses and householders we also put on our
Advent Windows Trail, raising money again for The Trussell Trust
foodbanks charity and Porchlight homeless charity by the sale of maps
showing the location of all the windows, one being lit up each day of
Advent.
At the time of writing, we have raised £336.70 which has been divided
equally and sent to the charities.
Many thanks go to everyone who took part and to Sharon Pullen who
kindly stepped in to help with the administration this year.
Looking forward to Advent 2022, I know it seems a long way off, but I am
hoping to form a committee to run this event – it isn’t very onerous and
the more of us there are, the less of a job it will be for any one person, so
please do get in touch if you feel you would be able to help out, even if it
is just putting up the posters, gathering the window makers or delivering
the maps.
We also could do with someone who is good with marketing and
advertising so that we can make more of it next time!
Thank you to everyone who bought maps and enjoyed the trail, I think it
was absolutely beautiful!
Alison Craddock
07856 080517
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Cards for Charity
Before Christmas I brought my hand-made Christmas cards to church in
order to raise money for charity. Due to the generosity of the
congregation I was delighted to reach the sum of £76. This has been
split between 2 charities: The Childrens' Society and Alzheimer and
Dementia Care.
I would like to thank everyone who made a donation for such a worthy
cause and wish everyone a very Happy New Year.
Isabel Royston

Thank you from the Pilgrims
In December, the Lansdown Singers led a carol service outside of St
Nicholas church, Ash. A collection was held for the Pilgrims Hospices.
Robert Hudson received this letter from the charity.
On behalf of everyone at the Pilgrims Hospices, thank you to you and the
Ash Carol singers for fundraising £64.62 last month.
Pilgrims Hospices is dedicated to ensuring that people living with a
terminal illness can access the quality care they deserve. With 80% of our
income coming from voluntary donations, your support is extremely
valuable to us. We simply wouldn’t be able to continue delivering our vital
work without people like you.
You are making a big difference!
Your fundraising could pay for 3 hours of specialist nursing care on one of
our inpatient units in Canterbury, Thanet and Ashford.
Many patients under our care will
spend a short period of time in
one of our inpatient unites for
pain management and symptom
control before returning home. An
admission may also be offered to
provide compassionate care in
the last few days of life ensuring
patients are as comfortable as
possible and support is there for their loved ones.
Whichever way we support patients you are helping us to do so. Thank
you once again for enabling Pilgrims to deliver care and comfort to
patients who need us, for a long as they need us.
Leila Ilkham, Community Fundraising Manager
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The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, Ash Branch
At the Community Coffee Morning on Saturday 8th January at Ash Village
Hall, we made £69.
We are still looking for more members to help with our work supporting
the local hospital. If anyone is thinking of joining us please come and say
hello at the next coffee morning. We are a friendly group..
We are still collecting used stamps and coins which can be given to us at
the coffee mornings or put in the box at the village hall.
Marion Martin

Calling all Gardeners
Help Yourself
Gardeners are invited to collect from the churchyard, well rotted grass
cutting compost from the 20 year pile beside the wooden five- bar
gate, Also, shredded wood chippings from a heap nearby.
Denis Blaxland

Ash Horticultural Society
We’ll be back in early Spring with a full programme so please put these
dates in your diary.
 March 24th
 April 28th
 May 26th
 June 30th
 July 28th
All meetings will be held, as previously, on a Thursday evening
commencing at 7.30pm with a speaker talking on a variety of subjects.
There will also be our great raffle!
Plus, we will be holding a mini-show on Saturday 7th May at 3.30-m.
There will be no judging of exhibits so [please just
come along with any plants that you have grown
either indoors or outdoors as well as any produce.
More details will be sent out nearer the date.
Don’t forget to check our website:
www.ashhortsoc.org.uk for up-to-date information.
 Garden Jottings, page 35.
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Hills Court Nature Path
Our thanks go to Europa Nursery for the donation of two bird boxes made
by one of their employees and now the Operations Director is kindly
arranging for further bird boxes and a bat box to be delivered soon. The
Jack Foat Trust has also been in touch regarding donating trees in this
the Queen’s Jubilee Year. Details about this will follow shortly.
Residents and users of the nature path will have noticed that many of the
ash trees suffer with ash die back. Unless they are in a dangerous
condition, at which point KCC will remove them, the advice given is to
leave the trees in situ. Dead and decaying wood is as important as live
wood and is extremely important for invertebrates and other plant material
such as lichens etc. which are beneficial to biodiversity (see photograph
one). The skeleton of these trees have their own beauty and in my eyes
the bark resembles the pattern on a leopards skin (see photograph two).
Invertebrates will make use of the nooks and crannies on the tree to
hibernate/over winter such as this slug (see photograph three).
Photograph one

Photograph two

Photograph three

Lots of plans and ideas are coming forward and discussed, particularly
around re-creating habitats for ground nesting birds and invertebrates to
compensate for the huge loss of their habitat along the Nature Path and
Sandwich Road.
The importance of these wildlife corridors cannot be under estimated.
Pearl Thorne

Ash Society
The February meeting is on Thursday 17 starting at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall; Russell Miles - wildlife photographer - with an illustrated talk on
"Seals, Seascapes, and Coastal Wildlife. New members are always
welcome - just drop in and enjoy our company.
Jean Ryan, Secretary
15
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Ash and Westmarsh WI
The February monthly meeting is on Thursday 10th February at 2.30pm at
the Village Hall, when Gehad Homsey will speak on the Mercy Ships; this
is a charity of hospital ships working off Africa and staffed entirely by
volunteers, bringing much-needed health care to the needy.
Ash WI is hosting the Saturday 5th March Community Coffee morning at
the Village Hall when no doubt there will be plenty of homemade cake on
sale!
The deadline for supporting resolutions to be voted on at the National
Annual Meeting was January 14.
Jean Ryan

The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Church
Happy Hours at Elmstone Church
These will be held on Fridays 4th February and 4th March at 6.30pm.
Come and join us for a glass of wine or fruit juice.
Please look out for local posters around the first Friday of the month.
Elmstone Church and St Mildred’s Events
The Committee will have met late January to discuss possible fundraising events for 2022 and an update will be available in the March
magazine.
Church Services
These will continue as follows:1st Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone Church - 9am - followed by
refreshments
2nd Sunday - Family Service* - St. Mildred's - 10.30am - followed by
refreshments
3rd Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone Church - 9am
There is no service on the 4th or 5th Sunday in the month.
* Please note that the Family Service in February will include Holy
Communion.
Elizabeth Timms
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The Arts Society Sandwich
This friendly, local society would love to meet you!
In these times, it’s easy to feel isolated, disconnected, and lonely.
By joining The Arts Society Sandwich, you get to connect with welcoming
local people who share a love for the arts.
Our belief is that the arts have the potential to connect people and enrich
peoples’ lives and it doesn’t matter whether you are simply curious to
learn more about the arts, a novice artist, an art and crafts dabbler, or an
eminent expert, this wonderful collective of like-minded local people are
welcoming to everyone.
Especially at this time, we celebrate the shared joy that comes from
diversity and inclusivity in our membership. We’re proud to see that our
members come from different walks of life, cultures and countries as it
reflects our belief that the Arts are for everybody. Our lectures are at the
Guildhall, Sandwich on the first Monday of every month.
For January and February our lectures will be by Zoom and during the
course of this year we will be hosting lots of exciting opportunities to meet
and share - including a members’ dinner accompanied by a wonderful
musical performance, various illuminating study days, and guided gallery
visits plus much, much more.
If you’d like to try us out before joining as a member, feel free to come as
a guest to one of our monthly lectures and if it’s at The Guildhall in
Sandwich, you get a free glass of wine before the lecture. You can even
bring a friend! Happily, you can attend as a guest as many times as you
wish!
All lectures start at 6:30pm and guests need only pay £6 on the door or in
advance.
Full membership for the year is £50 and runs from January to December.
As well as opportunities to join Study Days and outings, you will receive
The Arts Society magazine up to three times during the year and updates
by email on local arts events and upcoming lectures.
It’s very easy to join: simply complete the online membership form on our
website: www.sandwichdfas.org.uk/joining-us/ or you can contact us
directly on membership.sandwich@theartssociety.org
We look forward to meeting you!
Christine Ratcliffe, Vicki Bates, and Crystal Evans
Local members of The Arts Society Sandwich (TASS)
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A Thank You
Victor
Everyone knows Victor. Ever since he moved into his bungalow near the
village centre he
brought with him
an energetic
friendliness and
was so often to be
found helping
villagers and all
his neighbours.
Nothing was too
much trouble.
Apart from this we
all loved to look at
the latest plants
and decorations
in his front garden
and his amazing
Christmas grotto
in his sitting room.
Someone said
“Victor is a hero
and he should
have an award”.
Everyone was
enthusiastic and a
very large card
was produced. We could have filled two cards with all the people waiting
to sign.
It is a very fitting tribute to someone who contributes so much... He has
even taken up another round delivering the Parish Magazine.
Thank you Victor.
Mary Smith

 Who deserves at thank you for the contribution they make to
village life? Send your nominations to
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy at 69 The
Street, Ash.
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A View of Ash
After exactly one year of living in this lovely village, I thought I’d share
some drawings from 2021 which was a real year of highs and lows.
However we’ve been welcomed and really feel this is a place we’ll love for
many years to come. I’ve seen posts about the things Ash used to have
which have gone, but having lived in several towns and villages across
Kent I can honestly say we do have a lot to appreciate here with the
cafes, pubs, shops, local clubs and down to the people we see every day
walking with or without dogs and of course our beautiful countryside.
Thank you, Ash
Hannah Fitzgerald

Editor’s note: The black and white format does not do justice to Hannah’s
delightful illustrations. Please do view them in all their glory in the parish
magazine online when it is published at www.s8nicholas.org.uk at the end
of the month. We will feature more of Hannah’ wonderful artworks during
the year.
21
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Food Stories
From North of The Border
Coming from the far north of Scotland in the winter we were keen on
warming meals. Here is the Vegetable Soup that is a meal in itself.
One onion, carrot, potato, parsnip
Olive oil
Bacon lardons or finely chopped bacon rashers
Red lentils
Vegetable or chicken stock.
Grate the above vegetables or put them in a mini chopper then fry lightly
for a short time in olive oil. Add a pint of vegetable or chicken stock and a
handful of red lentils. Simmer for half an hour. Fry the bacon pieces
meantime and add to soup at the end. Add more hot water at the end to
replace the evaporation. Here you can chose how thick a soup you want.
Have it with a french stick. Delicious. Serves 2 to 4
I was tempted to pass off a porridge recipe which is a joke first practiced
on me by Dr Mark Cave who was the village doctor circa 1970. We were
in the dispensary and the subject of breakfasts cropped up. Mark said
what James does is he gets Marie to make a large cauldron of porridge
on the Sunday night. Then he lines a drawer with greaseproof paper and
pours the porridge into the drawer. Then every day for a week they cut
off a slice for breakfast.
Porridge for one
Half fill a cup with porridge oats. Tip into a bowl and add a cupful of
water. Add salt to taste or sugar or sultanas.
Microwave for 4 minutes stirring half way through. Let it cool a little and
pour some milk on top.
That should warm you up on a winter morning.
James Milne

What’s your Food Story? We would love to share old
family recipes or meals with fond memories. Either
email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy
at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Garden Jottings for February
Make a point this month to look out for Daphne Odorata, Winter
Honeysuckle, Witch Hazel, Sarcoocca and Viburnum Bodnantense. All
these have flowers with lovely perfume at this time. Also, look for
emerging bulbs and flowers on Cyclamen, Snowdrops and Aconites.
To see Hellebore flowers at their best, they should have old, large and
damaged leaves removed, but don’t remove all their leaves, as I don’t like
to see naked stems!
Epicedium also can be cut back as the dainty new flower buds are hidden
under last year’s foliage; they love shady areas, which is where Ferns,
Anemone Blanda and Aconites also do best. These are all choosy plants
but where you can place them, they will flourish. It is good practice to lift
and divide Snowdrops, in the green, as they finish flowering. Plant out 5-6
bulbs in a haphazard fashion to look more natural in a shaded area where
Primroses and small Daffodils grow under trees, which will provide shade
from summer heat when in leaf. Adding some leaf mould as you plant will
help them to settle in.
Cut back any old seed heads on perennials and ornamental grasses that
can look tatty by now, to make room for fresh new growth. Chop up the
waste and put on the compost heap.
Crocosmia can become large heaps of leaves to encourage sprays of the
lovely orange Montbretia flowers to form but it is a good idea to dig them
up in spring, split the clumps up before replanting the newer plumper
corms with some compost in the planting hole. Lilies should be planted as
soon as you have purchased them as they can shrivel badly if kept too
long. Plant them quite deeply but if you can’t plant because of frosty
weather pot them up to plant out later.
Lawns, which have been subject to so much rain over the past few
months, can be prone to waterlogging, especially where there is frequent
traffic. Spiking with a large garden fork over boggy areas and filling up the
resulting holes with horticultural sand or very fine grit will aid drainage.
Try to avoid walking too often over the same places as it compacts the
soil, which increases chances of water laying on the surface. A “roll out”
plastic path can help to alleviate this, keeping feet off the grass, which
can still grow through the narrow slats, but do remove it as soon as the
area dries out. Planting of fruit bushes, trees and roses can still be carried
out provided the soil is not frost bound. Reduce any long lateral shoots on
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apple trees but leave cherry trees ‘til later on. Keep a nice open shape on
any trees that you prune.
Reduce long side shoots on Wisteria to only 3 or 4 buds and tie any loose
stems in, make sure trellis and supports are in good order before growing
commences. Prune summer Clematis. Those that flower from May-June
only need a tidy up and dead wood removed. Cut those that flower later,
July-August such as Clematis Jackmanii down to 36”. Remove all dead
leaves and debris to the compost heap and fork over the soil lightly and
dress with some fertilizer.
Cut back autumn fruiting raspberries to the ground and give a mulch.
Wood ash, bone meal or Growmore can be added before the mulch is
applied. Early summer fruiting raspberries should have been cut down in
September after fruiting, removing old brown canes. Check ties on the
new green canes as they can become loose in the winter.
Rhubarb can be given a good feed of manure and compost or new
crowns planted with a generous amount of well-rotted manure. Cover
plants with a bucket or large flowerpot with the drain hole covered to
exclude light and force the growth of tender early pink sticks of rhubarb.
Prepare the onion bed by raking and adding some general fertilizer to
make an even fine tilth. This will be trod over to firm the surface then
given a light rake before planting the small onion sets in March, when
early potatoes will also be planted. Seed potatoes should be stood in
boxes or egg trays with their eyes uppermost to encourage them to make
shoots – this preparation is known as chitting and should be started now.
Sprouts and summer
cabbage should be sown
now – lettuce and tomato
plants that were sown last
month should be nearly
ready to prick out into small
pots.
Sow Sweet Peas, garden
peas and broad beans but
keep an eye out for mice
who will try to steal these!
Try to prepare your
vegetable plot with thought
to rating crops. It is better
for maximum use of space
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and nutrients in the soil to move all types of crops around, apart from
onions, which I find, still do well in one particular place in my garden, but
you do need to add compost and fertilizer according to the crop being
planted.
Sow half-hardy annuals apart from late summer varieties such as Zinnias
and Rudbeckias, which should wait ‘til late March or April. Water seed
trays before sprinkling fine seeds such as Antirrhinums or Nicotiania over
the damp soil, cover with a fine layer of compost and label.
Bigger seeds like Cosmos or Calendula can be sown individually in
modules. Larger seeds such as Cobaea Scandens or Cleome can be
pushed in to individual pots to avoid too much root disturbance when
planted out All these seeds benefit from the heat of a propagator, being in
a greenhouse or being grown on a window sill, but take care the soil does
not dry out.
Keep a check on greenhouse plants and cuttings, keep watering to a
minimum, strip off any yellowing or mildewed leaves, and open the door
to aid fresh ventilation if the weather is favourable.
Remember when choosing seeds of flowers to sow that we must
encourage bees and beneficial insects into our gardens. Open Daisy-like
flowers with prominent stamens will provide pollen for them. Many herbs,
Salvias and Lavender also provide some welcome food for bees, insects
and butterflies. Keep feeding birds as they also help by keeping aphids
from eating our plants. Do keep feeders full up. Clean water bowls, tables
and feeders to keep the birds healthy.
If this list of jottings seems rather too much like hard work, treat it as a
‘work out’ – doing a little amount at any one time but getting the garden
gradually back in to shape to avoid the sudden rush in April when all the
chores will have to be achieved at once.
Enjoy your garden, flowers and birds. Simple tasks completed all add to
our wellbeing and pleasure.
Christine Brown, President, Ash Horticultural Society

Share your news and views with the Parish Magazine.
Either email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post
hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Stories from the Archives (24)
A sad end at Each End
On 6th September 1894 at Each End, where the parishes of Ash and
Woodnesborough come together, young Frederick Lawrence's life was
ebbing away in his parents’ cottage, his body wasted by fever. He lay but
three short miles from his birthplace when he breathed his last, having
grown up with his ten brothers and sisters in Garden Cottage,
Betteshanger and Sunset Cottage, Northbourne. At the age of 25, his
short life - once full of promise and ambition - was at an end. But, close as
this was to his birthplace, Fred had travelled much further than a couple
of parishes during his brief, allotted span.
The lad had attended the local village school - the National School at
Northbourne under Samuel Jolliffe, headmaster. At that time his father,
George Lawrence, was parish clerk and a gardener, eventually head
gardener, probably at the Rectory where his employer, either Rev'd
Thomas Wood or Rev'd John Bliss, soon noticed young Fred's "simple
character and pious disposition." Under the Rector's supervision, he was
guided towards working in the overseas mission field and, in time, was
prepared for missionary college.
St Augustine's College in Canterbury was the closest but they rarely took
boys who were still in their teens and Fred was accepted, instead, into the
little missionary college at Burgh-in-the-Marsh, near Spilsby in
Lincolnshire, where he studied with a dozen or so other students. Burgh
would eventually become something of a feeder college to St Augustine's
and both institutions maintained close ties with the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG), so that when Fred had
completed his theology course at Burgh in the summer 1891, it was under
the auspices of the SPG that he was briskly bundled off to the interior of
Africa.
Today the territories of Mashonaland, Matabeleland and Bechuanaland
are long gone (think Zimbabwe and Botswana!) but it was up on that arid
and thinly populated high veldt stretching for thousands of square miles
that Frederick Lawrence was despatched, there to begin his life as an
Anglican missionary. At the height of the infamous "Scramble for Africa" in
the 1880s and '90s, when Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Portugal,
Italy and the Boers vied with each other to carve up and exploit the "dark
continent", Cecil Rhodes and his British South Africa Company moved
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aggressively against King Lobengula's Matabele (Ndebele). The
vulnerability of the adjacent Bechuanaland Protectorate had already
required the formation of the Bechuanaland Border Police.
A new Anglican diocese covering a huge expanse had recently been
founded in Mashonaland. The entire Mashona people, who suffered
acutely from the annual rampages of the Matabele and who welcomed
missionary contacts more readily, were covered by this diocese, as were
the lands of the Matabele and a portion of the Bechuana. Resources were
slender, however, and when Frederick arrived there was no more than a
handful of clergy, ordinands and laymen to care for an area larger than
the size of Britain. The white man had hardly encroached at all this far
north but Cecil Rhodes and his Chartered Company were determined to
change all that.
Frederick was ordained by Bishop Knight-Bruce on Easter Day, 1892 at
Macloutsie in eastern Bechuanaland, close to the border with the
Matabele. In the absence of a church or even a rudimentary chapel, a
reading room was fitted up for the service. "The lessons were read from
two drums, a trooper in uniform played the harmonium and a goodly
number of troopers received the Holy Communion." Troopers? Well, this
was the location of the Bechuanaland Border Police's camp, and among
Fred's new roles was that of chaplain to this force. The absence of a
church building and the lack of any SPG funding made for challenging
times, although Fred and his colleague, J.R. Burgin, did receive
occasional visits from the Bishop. The life of any European missionary in
southern Africa was fraught with difficulty and danger, especially in
isolated locations. Conditions were, at best, extremely frugal, and always
tough. Physical danger - indeed fatalities - lurked daily, with lightning
bolts, drownings in swollen rivers or falls from horses in broken country
being among the leading causes.
Fever, however, carried off valuable young men from the thinly staffed
missions faster than anything else and although spiritual devotion,
steadfastness and resilience in the face of constant setbacks were
essential qualities for the mission worker, none was more important than
a robust constitution. In 1893, when a savage war broke out with the
Matabele - inevitable once Rhodes had continued to push further
northward with his commercial ambitions - the Rev'd Frederick
Lawrence's duty was to "march toward the sound of the guns." Danger
certainly lay ahead but it was not a Matabele assegai which hastened his
end but the sudden contraction of fever out on the veldt. He was forced to
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turn back and, with his condition worsening, a return to England was
inevitable. Yet another missionary was invalided home from a far-flung
corner of the Empire in completely broken health.
Recovery and convalescence in his native Kent proved a forlorn hope.
Fred's fever had taken hold and he lingered on at Each End until early
September. His distraught parents were there at the end and one hopes
they were consoled by the tributes which marked Fred's passing:
"Through long suffering and painful illness borne with true Christian
patience, forbearance and resignation ... his short career had been useful
and active, his character pious and unblemished. His life, prematurely cut
short, leaves for those who have known him from childhood, lessons that
cannot be effaced."
The mortal remains of Rev'd Frederick Turner Lawrence were conveyed
from Each End and laid to rest in Woodnesborough churchyard, but it was
the curate of Betteshanger and Northbourne, appropriately, whom the
family wished to come across and conduct the funeral, and the Rev'd
Frederick Villiers, an Irishman from Kilpeacon, Co Limerick, duly
performed the obsequies.
Consoling obituaries or not, they were insufficient to sustain Fred’s
grieving mother. Just eight short months afterwards the family gathered
around the graveside once more. Sarah Elizabeth Lawrence, having
nursed her son to the very last, had succumbed at the age of 54.
Local parish registers, census returns and newspaper research,
together with the archives and publications of the SPG and the
Church of the Province of South Africa (CPSA), augmented by the
writer's knowledge of the South African mission field, have been
used for this article.
Peter Ewart
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Please support our local business by
using their services as you are able and
do say that you saw their advertisement
in the Parish Magazine!
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The Parish Magazine offers the chance to promote
your business to a warm and loyal local readership at
very reasonable rates.
To find out more or to advertise here, please contact:
ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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