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What’s On
THE NEW ASH PLAYERS host the annual Community Coffee Morning
on Saturday 5th January in Ash Village Hall from 10am to noon. Expect a
raffle, bacon butties, cakes and maybe some larger-than-life characters
(see panto dates below)…
ASH TODDLER GROUP restart meetings on Monday 7th January in Ash
Village Hall from 10am-11.30am.
ASH PARISH COUNCIL will meet at 7.30pm on Monday 7th January,
7.30pm, The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road, Ash. Visit
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk for details.
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on
Tuesdays 8th and 22nd January from 2-4pm.
ASH-WITH-WESTMARSH WI meet on Thursday 10th January at the
Village Hall from 7.30.pm. See page 10 for details.
MAIDSTONE AND MID KENT MIND are offering a FREE training session
on suicide prevention at Ash Village Hall on Wednesday 30th
January from 1-4pm
THE NEW ASH PLAYERS return to the Village Hall stage from Thursday
24th to Sunday 27th January, 2019 with Robin Hood (oh yes they do!). See
poster page 14.
THE ASH SOCIETY welcome Imogen Corrigan on January 31st to talk
about The First Prize – Why did so many invading armies and settlers
want England. More details, see poster page 12.

THE FRIENDS OF ST NICHOLAS
CHURCH Fun Race Night is on
Saturday 9th February at Ash Village
Hall. See poster on page 18 for details.
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Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999

Community

PCSO Emma Carmichael
101 or email
Emma.carmichael@kent.pnn.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Social Services
01304 204915
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 851967
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440

Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood’s School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
4

The Parish Letter
If our lives were governed entirely by logic, like the Vulcan race
supposedly in Star Trek, we would always forgive other people. The
compelling logic at work in the Christian faith, teaches us that if God has
forgiven me so much, I should also forgive others. Thankfully, we are not
‘just buttoned-up’ Vulcans, unable to register the depth and complexity of
human emotion. Unfortunately, these volatile feelings sometimes get in
the way of forgiveness.
We often tie ourselves up in knots over the issue of forgiveness - ‘Yes, I
believe in forgiveness,’ he says, ‘but, frankly, she has no idea how much
she’s hurt me and someone needs to put her in her place.’ Lashing out at
someone else is a darkly satisfying human emotion. The first Christians
were just as mixed up as we are over this question. Peter asks Jesus,
Lord, if someone sins against me, how often should I forgive? (i.e. Please
tell me there is a tipping point at which I can reasonably turn from being
Mother Theresa into the Terminator).
We often hear people talk about the value of forgiveness in the life of the
victim because it helps the person to move on. This might be true;
however, the reason Christians are called to forgive is because of a
response to the grace of God, not to primarily help ourselves.
This particular dynamic - God forgives us, so we should forgive others - is
a simple equation; yet we often proceed to make a hash of. It reminds me
of a maths lesson at school where I would follow the teacher, but stare
blankly at the page in front of me when I tried to work out a similar sum.
The simple equation - God forgives us, so we should forgive others - gets
messed up because of the way we damage its pure and simple logic.
Two particular errors are made which mar this logic. Firstly, a person who
won’t say sorry, or even accept any wrong doing, leaves the victim angry,
yet still with the onus on them to forgive. Forgiveness usually isn’t difficult
when the other party is willing to say sorry, because the apology itself is a
putting right of done wrong. Most people find it easy to soften when the
other person genuinely says sorry.
It is amazing, however, just how bad people can be at admitting they
have done anything wrong.
The human heart is endlessly self-deceiving and, as trust diminishes in
modern society, people tend to protect themselves from others by never
admitting mistakes.
This firstly became apparent in the public realm to protect people from
litigation, but it has leaked insidiously into private relationships, affecting
our culture.
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We say something like: ‘I’m sorry you feel this way about what I did/said’,
which isn’t an apology at all, and actually implies the other person is
being thin skinned, and petty minded. This is where Christians should
express their distinctiveness. When people have a sense of God’s grace
towards them they should be more willing to own up with integrity.
Peter knew this, but he also knew where the logic of forgiveness takes
you. If God is willing to forgive us time and again, must we show the same
attitude to others? Jesus’ answer is that we should be ready to forgive
people again and again. No wonder the response of the disciples is the
astonished cry: ‘Lord, increase our faith!’
The second error which damages the logic of forgiveness is when
someone won’t forgive you even when you have said sorry – and meant
it. It takes courage to apologise because it puts you in a vulnerable
position where you might be taken advantage of. If you have been
manipulated in this way it can influence your life for some time. Not that
the other person usually says something as brazen as: ‘I won’t forgive
you’. Instead, it is usually wrapped up in dishonest terminology like: ‘I’ll
forgive you but I can’t forget,’ which really means, ‘I’ve marked your card,
mate’.
Of course, it is difficult to forget some offences quickly – but we are
ungracious to state this so deliberately. Young, in his book, The Shack,
states, Forgiveness is not about forgetting. It is about letting go of another
person's throat. Life for a wise person is too short, and too precious, to
remain poisoned by un-forgiveness.
Perhaps the real reason we struggle so much with the simple dynamic of
saying sorry and forgiving others is because we have such a poor
understanding of how much God has forgiven us.
Our culture has become more anthropocentric and increasingly obsessed
with personal entitlements, rather than duties towards God. This
development has meant, sadly, that we treat each other more harshly, not
less, because grace figures less commonly in our judgment. An
unwillingness to forgive sometimes reveals more about us.
Austen wrote of Elizabeth, I could easily forgive his pride, if he had not
mortified mine.
Many relationships remain broken because no-one is willing to take the
vulnerable first step of making up. We are all conscious of this. However,
the difficulties and complexities can easily result in paralysis.
We cannot make excuses to a God who has pardoned us and Jesus was
uncompromisingly hard about this.
When it comes to forgiveness the Nike slogan says it all: ‘Just do it!’ To
which we may need to add: ‘Lord, increase our faith!’
Reverend David Moulden
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Church Services
Services at St Nicholas’ Church
Sunday 6th January 8am Holy Communion; 10.30am All Age Service
Sunday 13th January
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 20th January
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion
th
Sunday 27 January
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion
Services around the Benefice
Sunday 6th January
All Saints, Chillenden, 9am, Holy Communion
Elmstone church, 9.30am, Holy Communion
St Mary’s, Nonington 10.30am, Holy Communion
Sunday 13th January
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 9am, Choral Communion
St Mildred’s, Preston, 9.30am, Family Service
Baptist Chapel, Nonington, 6.30pm, Family Service
Sunday 20th January
All Saints, Chillenden, 9am, Holy Communion
Elmstone Church, 9.30am, Holy Communion
Baptist Chapel, Nonington, 10.30am, Family Service
Sunday 27th January
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 9am, Holy
Communion
St Mildred’s, Preston, 9.30am, Holy
Communion
Baptist Chapel, Nonington, 10.30am, Holy
Communion

Parish Register
Wedding
Bryn Mathlin and Jenny Pestel on Saturday 27th October 2018.
Baptism
Alfie Michael Jay Alexander baptised Sunday 25th November 2018.
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Church Cafe
The Church Cafe reopens on Wednesday 2nd January, 10am to 11.30am.
With tea, coffee and homemade cake.
A warm welcome and good conversation guaranteed.

Deal Foodbank
Although St Nicholas’ Church is no longer a depot,
you can still leave items for the Foodbank in the ‘bin’
which is in its usual position inside the church, next
to the kitchen.
If you can, please bear them in mind as you do your
weekly shop.
Thank you for your continued support.
Jenny Taylor

The Friends of St Nicholas Church
The Friends of St Nicholas Church ran the community coffee morning on
Saturday 1st December and despite the awful weather it was very well
attended.
Stall holders and Mr & Mrs Santa Claus, selling raffle tickets for an
incredible 25 prizes, were kept busy throughout as were the kitchen staff
who provided mouth-watering bacon and sausage rolls and very tasty
cakes.
The cakes on the cake stall were also very popular and sold out well
before the close.
The event was very enjoyable for all who attended and nearly £250 was
raised for the Friends which is a local charity set up to maintain the fabric
of our lovely church.
This money will probably be earmarked to help pay for planned
improvements to the church kitchen.
A big thank you to all who donated prizes, cakes, helped or turned up and
spent money on the day.
Thank you so much, and a happy new year to everyone.
Chris Burnside, Chairman of the Friends

Can you help the Friends? See page 13.
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish Council meeting held on
Monday 3rd. December 2018.
Dover District councillor Trevor Bartlett was pleased to report that all
streetlights in the district will be changed to LED lights. As these use far
less electricity it will represent a substantial saving on the council’s
budget.
Also, old lampposts will be replaced and those that had been cut off
reinstated. This will affect those in the village and rural lampposts but not
the ones on the bypass as are the responsibility of KCC, not DDC.
The floodlight mounted on the public conveniences at the carpark will also
be repaired. This was put there some years ago when the village suffered
a spate of hooliganism, and it is hoped that it will, once again, act as a
deterrent.
Further good news specific to Ash is that the opening hours for the library
are to be increased from 8 hours per week to 15 hours per week.
Considering that many other libraries, including Sandwich, are having
their hours cut, and that not too long ago Ash library was facing closure,
this is very good news indeed. Although it is part of a countywide
reorganisation by KCC I suspect that it is due, in part, to the increased
usage of the library following the threat of closure! Thank you to all who
use the library and I urge those who have not yet, to investigate the
facilities it has to offer.
Several members of the public, with interests in two specific planning
applications, attended the meeting.
One was for change of use for buildings on Molland Farm, and the other
to increase the number of caravans used by members at Sandwich
Coarse Fishery. The fishery is not in the parish, but because it borders it,
the Parish Council was invited to comment. After being assured by the
manager of the fishery that the caravans would not be stationed on any
border of the fishery and would not be visible from any neighbouring
property, the Parish Council had no objections.
The Parish Council is reviewing the double yellow lines and traffic-calming
measures in the village and it was agreed to add the entrance to the
school in School Lane to the plans.
It is proposed to put barriers at the ends of each of the alleyways either
side of the school entrance to stop children running across the road and
have yellow school entrance markings repainted.
Continued overleaf
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Dover Community Support Unit are looking for volunteers to clean off
graffiti and ask people to report graffiti when they see it and/or provide
them with information to help them identify the people causing it.
There has been a large increase in graffiti with spray paint tags all around
the village and along the bypass. Much has been cleaned off but the
Parish Council may have to pay a contractor to clean it off brick work.
Maidstone and Mid Kent MIND are offering a FREE training session on
suicide prevention at Ash Village Hall on Wednesday January 30th from 14pm. Not a happy thought as I write this with Christmas approaching.
However, I hope you all had a merry Christmas and may I wish you all a
happy and peaceful New Year.
Onlooker

Ash-with-Westmarsh WI
We will be looking forward to spring with our January speaker, Don Wilks,
when he gives a nature talk about Bluebells, Buttercups and Beasts on
Thursday 10th January at the village hall starting at 7.30pm.
Members are reminded that their annual subscriptions will be due and
that the new programme of events/meetings for 2019 will be available.
On the Campaigns front, in your December edition of WI Life, 6
resolutions were listed. You are requested to choose one and return the
cut out form by the January 10th meeting latest to the Secretary (Joy
Comfort) so that you, as individuals, have a say as to which resolution
goes forward for debate at the National Council Meeting in June.
Some of us meet up at other times during
the month, depending on our interests,
which cover recreational walking,
competitive Scrabble, and a range of
crafts, plus occasional pub lunch outings
and theatre and cinema trips.
We take a keen interest in the local scene
and sometimes have been known to write
to our MP or District Councillor plus there’s also a demand for a fair
amount of cake making.
Prospective new members are always welcome to come along to a
meeting and “try us out” – we’d be pleased to see you – and at least
you’d get a decent cup of tea!
Contact the Vice-President (Sarah Stephenson) on 01304813530 for
more information this month.
Jean Ryan
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Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches
On Sunday 2nd December a small group of children, parents and friends
met at a magnificent barn in Shatterling to celebrate the start of Advent.
The children and helpers made and decorated gingerbread biscuits,
played games with the parachute and made stained glass effect lanterns.
The children also each took home a traditional Advent Calendar. It was
an exhausting but wonderfully industrious, happy and companionable
celebration. Thank you to all who participated.
Preston Village Christmas Fair
We would like to thank everyone who supported our stall at the Village
Fair on 8th December.
After the table cost, we made a small amount for The Friends and
received a generous donation.
Christmas Tree Festival at St Mildred’s and Concert at Elmstone Church
As these events are post the January magazine copy deadline we will
report on these in the February issue.
The committee will be meeting early in the New Year to discuss events for
2019.

The League of Friends for Kent and Canterbury
Hospital Ash Branch
We had a very successful stall at the coffee morning on the 1st December
at the village hall, which raised £107. Thank you to everyone who
supports us every month and hope to see you all in January.
On 8th December, we organised a concert where the Snowdown Colliery
Male Voice Choir sang in a very enjoyable evening entertainment which
raised £507.40. We would like to thank everyone who joined us and
made it very successful.
Thanks to all the committee. We wish everyone a very Happy New Year.
Marion Martin

Community Coffee Morning for the EK Pilgrims
Hospices
The final result from the morning was £257.29; thank you so much to all
who supported this fund raiser.
11
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Magazine Subscription
We do hope that you enjoy your monthly parish magazine.
If you have any feedback or suggestions, we are always very grateful for
news and views. Contact us via the details on page 2.
Perhaps, if you do enjoy the magazine, you might encourage friends or
neighbours to pick up a copy (or better still take out an annual
subscription).
Proceeds from the magazine go to support the Church and its important
work in our communities.
To arrange for a new subscription to the Parish Magazine for the reduced
rate of £6.60 for January to December 2019 please phone Rosemary
Lines on 01304 812524.
Pat and Rebecca (your magazine editors)

Thank you to Minters
We were sad to hear of the closure of the flower shop at Sandilane
Nurseries. They have supplied such lovely flowers for us to use in church
for many years.
We will miss them.
Ash Church Flower Arrangers

Press/Publicity officer needed
The Committee of the Friends of St Nicolas Church, Ash are looking
for a volunteer who could spend a few hours 3-4 times a year to
promote their events in the Press, TV/Radio, Facebook and website.
There would be no need to attend meetings unless you wanted to.
We run three main events to raise funds. Our principal event is the
Ash Art Exhibition and we need to reach out with more publicity so we
can properly inform East Kent of an event described as the best of is
style in the area.
The Committee are not very tech proficient, so the person we are
looking for needs to be switched on with website insertions, ditto
Facebook and able to contact local press and TV/Radio with press
releases, photographs and reports of events. All information would be
supplied by the committee and would need moulding into interesting
articles with photos, videos etc.
So is this you? If you are interested please contact the Secretary on
fstnicholas@gmail.com with your details or for more information.
13
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Ash Heritage Group Commemoration
Ash villagers old and young came together on the weekend of November
11th to commemorate the centenary of the Armistice.
Ash Heritage Group put together an exhibition in the village hall, marking
its use as a Voluntary Aid Detachment Hospital, treating wounded
Canadian, Belgian and British soldiers coming back from France.
Encouraged by the local doctor, many villagers helped as VAD nurses,
entertainers and procurers of goods and money. Using the many
photographs of the hospital in the heritage centre, it was recreated
complete with a bed, nurse and doctor in replica uniforms worn by
heritage group members.
Among the exhibits were the hospital logbook and an old autograph book
signed by many soldiers treated in the hospital. Two swords, trench art
and a postcard sent from the front were displayed with maps of the
trenches and boots and uniform trousers worn by a parishioner’s
grandfather who served in France. There were photographs taken at the
front and in the casualty stations by another relative.
Those who did not return were remembered through their stories and
medals, including one in the Cyclist Brigade and one in the Field Artillery,
who survived until August 1918. Those who survived were honoured with
their stories, including a local farmer and the Westmarsh School
headmaster.
The story of the war unfolded in a series of banners and information
boards culminating in a banner depicting the war memorial surrounded by
the very beautiful ceramic poppies made by Cartwright and Kelsey's Year
5 pupils for the exhibition. Each of the 59 fallen Ash men were
remembered by the placing of a wooden cross in a sandbox.
On the Saturday evening there was a very moving performance with
readings, poems, songs and Powerpoint illustrations and a magnificent
rendering of the Last Post which depicted the whole war from an Ash
perspective. This was put together using many sources including the
parish magazines of the time by the heritage group chair Ann Foat.
On Sunday the ceremony around the war memorial was attended by
about 300 people most of whom came back to the village hall for coffee at
the NAAFI cafe and a last look at the heritage exhibition.
Thanks are due to the members of the heritage group and New Ash
Players for their performance on Saturday evening, to members who lent
precious objects for the exhibition and to the parish council who
sponsored the event.
£225 was raised for the British Legion.
Ann Foat
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Where’s That?!
Welcome to our regular feature Where’s That?! which we hope will
encourage all of us to look about (and appreciate) the beautiful area
where we live even more.
Resident, Richard Palmer, has been out with his camera and has taken
pictures of various interesting features. They are all visible from the public
highway, so should be easy to spot.
Can you locate these distinctive sights?
Answers to last month’s pictures below. Don’t miss the next magazine for
more clues and the answers to this month’s brainteasers.
To find out more about the historic buildings and environment of Ash and
surrounding area, visit the Ash Heritage Centre at the Village Hall.

2

1

3

Last month’s
answers

4

1. St Nicholas
Church 2. The
former Cartwright
and Kelsey school,
The Street 3. 91,
The Street, formerly
the Co-op shop 4.
44 Sandwich Road
5. Palm trees at 8a
Chequer Lane 6. 3,
Chequer Lane.

5
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Garden Jottings
I wish you a Happy New Year and a good start to your gardening
seasons.
Keep off lawns when they are waterlogged or frosty. If you work on
borders use a plank to stand on. Rake the lawn with a rubber-tined rake
afterwards to lift and tidy the grass.
Spike lawns where water is not draining well with a garden fork. Work
some sand into the holes to aid drainage.
Oil and clean all tools and the lawnmower, maybe having it and shears
and edgers sharpened and overhauled.
Tie in any loose growth on climbing roses, check for wind rock on trees
and shrubs, securing ties and stakes and firming the soil after strong
winds. Water laying around roots can become frozen and damage them.
In frosty weather place a ball on the pond, removing and replacing it
again at night. Alternatively, stand a saucepan of hot water on the pond to
make an air hole. Do not smash the ice.
Dig over the veg plot roughly and spread
well-rotted manure or compost over it. The
frost and worms will start to break it up and
then next month the land should be ready
for a good dig over. Start to plan your
crops remembering to rotate the positions
of them, though onions can be grown on
the same site if they do well there.
Continue to feed the birds, make sure they
have clean water and wash down bird
tables and clean said holders regularly.
Check nest boxes are secure and cleaned
out.
Water house plants especially azaleas with lots of blossom. Do check that
the soil is not too wet. More plants are killed by overwatering than being
too dry, they need to absorb oxygen from the soil so do make sure before
watering.
Orchids can be plunged weekly in a bowl of water, for about 15 minutes,
then drained well and replaced in containers. Spray the leaves
occasionally and feed once a month to encourage blooms.
Look at seed catalogues for flower and vegetable seeds. Annual flowers
need to be started in the next 6-8 weeks as do lettuce and onions.
Good gardening.
Christine Brown
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What’s in a Name?
In my last piece, we thought about the meaning of the place-name
Guilton, where one of the villages pubs, the Volunteer, is found. Let us
now consider how the Chequer Inn got its name.
Chequer was one of the manors of Ash. A manor was a unit of land with
certain rights attached to it, held by a ’lord of the manor’. The manor
house, Chequer Court, still survives, on the other side of the by-pass to
the village. The manor gave its name to Chequer Lane, and the lane gave
the name in turn to the inn on its corner with the Street. The Chequer Inn
is recorded in the mid 18th century, with further inns in the village called
the Ship, the Duke, the George, the Red Lion and the Bull’s Head.
The first instance of the name of the manor of Chequer was in 1346. J R
Planche, who published a history of Ash in 1864, suggested that the
manor was named after a local family called Chequer (or de Scaccario in
Latin).
This family was in turn called after
the Exchequer, which some of its
members served.
In medieval times, the Exchequer
looked after the finances of the
Crown.
The name ‘exchequer’ comes
from a checked cloth which was
used for counting money.
So that explains why the Chequer
Inn has what looks like a
chessboard as its sign.
There are pubs called the
Chequer or the Chequers across the country. In some cases, they have
their name because a local family had a coat of arms featuring a black
and white checked design.
In Canterbury, the largest medieval inn built for pilgrims at the end of the
14th century was called the Chequer of Hope. This was on the corner of
the High Street and Mercery Lane, and some of it still survives. The inn
may have been called after a board game or after the counting house of
the cathedral priory, known as the ‘Cheker’.
History is everywhere in Ash! And we should be delighted that, by
securing the Chequer Inn, the village has been able to preserve an
important part of its heritage.
Cressida Williams
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January 2019
Transitions: On the cover is a drawing of a small pot of The Christmas
Rose (Helleborus Niger) covered in fragile and beautiful flowers. These
shade-loving plants, I think, embody the transition from the dark, short
days we have now to the hope of warmth with the coming of spring. The
other one I have in my yard garden is a deep pink and is only just starting
to bud, but this one is a Lenten Rose, which will continue to flower right
through to Easter. Then the evergreen leaves and bracts left, when the
long-lived flowers finally finish on both plants, continue to give pleasure
and provide a framework for the spring into summer bulbs and flowers to
follow, successfully moving through the year until they begin to form new
growth through the winter months.
Also helping us to bring the festivities of the Christmas season to the new
year is Twelfth Night, 6th January, no longer in our country the big festival
that it once was. Some little facts about the song, The Twelve Days of
Christmas (Wikipedia): The song was first published in 1780 but may
have originally come from France with the Troubadors. It was part of a
children’s book called Mirth Without Mischief, the song soon became
widely popular and became part of our traditional seasonal music, it was
even played as a memory game, each person adding the next item and
singing back through the list, if you missed something out you were out of
the game! During the 18th and 19th centuries many regional versions were
made but most of us know the folk version best. It is possible that the
listed gifts represented the food or sports associated with each month or
gave some indication if the weather there would be in the coming year,
also that the gifts add together to 364, one for each day of the year
besides Christmas Day.
The 6th is the beginning of Epiphany, the word means to show or Reveal.
In the Middle Ages two epiphanies were celebrated; Christmas was
known as the Great Epiphany, when Jesus was first revealed to his own
people as a baby. The 6th of Jan was the Lesser Epiphany when he was
revealed to the Gentiles, that is non-Jews, through the arrival of the three
wise men or Kings, from far off countries, who followed a star shining in
the east. This part of the story can be found in Luke’s gospel chapter 2,
verses 1-12. Two great festivals which soon became a long period of
feasting and merriment lasting the full 12 days, for the upper classes at
least! At the royal court masques, (plays involving music, dance and
elaborate tableaux) we know that Henry 8th, Elizabeth 1st and her cousin
Mary Queen of Scotts all enjoyed watching and even performing in them,
as did many other royal figures before and since, many the them were
costly and extravagant. In the great cathedrals and monastic priory
20

churches, at least before the Reformation, the monks would act out the
story of the coming of the kings presenting their gifts to the baby in the
manger. I like to keep my decorations and lights up till the 6th in memory
of this ancient tradition…. I just like Christmas lights too!
The Twelve Days of Christmas:
On the first day of Christmas my true love sent to me…
A partridge in a pear tree.
2nd ; two Turtle Doves
3rd; three French Hen
4th ; four Colly birds (may have meant Black, like in the nursery rhyme,
now often sung as Calling birds)
5th; Five Gold Rings
6th; Six Geese a laying
7th; Seven Swans a swimming.
8th; Eight Maids a Milking.
9th; Nine Drummers Drumming.
10th; Ten Pipers Piping.
11th; Eleven Ladies Dancing.
12th; Twelve Lords a Leaping.

Reflections….A Village Christmas
As I write this Christmas preparations are still in full swing; decorations
going up, music, carol singing around the village, rehearsals for the panto
and Nativity plays, Christmas food being prepared and shopped for and
lots of excited children looking forward to the end of term. By the time you
read it, it will all be over - food consumed, presents given and received,
perhaps some will have already taken their decorations down and the
madness of the new year sales for those who have any money left will be
upon us.
This time last year I was about to experience my first Ash Christmas and
with Rebecca planning, with some trepidation, to take over the magazine
from Eddie who had generously given up his time to prepare us. I had
already started singing with the group in church and would like to thank
the community of St Nicholas and David and Sarah in particular, for
making me feel so welcome. I was getting ready to take part in my first
village panto as I had joined the New Ash Players… Oh, yes I had! And
what fun we had too. But there have been so many facets of village life
that I have appreciated and been thankful for, from the staff in the Co-op,
the ladies at Jen’s fantastic Zumba Gold class, the friendly group at table
tennis, Graham, both as choirmaster at church but also on Thursdays as
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we develop many different kinds of song as the Landsdown Singers everyone has been so friendly and helpful.
I feel the Ash is big enough to be generous with so many things on offer,
but also small enough to have time to be friendly; it is so nice to be able
to walk down the street and greet people: so many places now are full of
folk tearing about heads down no time to say, ‘Good morning’ or a smile
or ‘thank you’ when you give way to them. I have been coming to Ash for
many years, to meet friends and to walk the dog at the Jack Foat Trust
meadows. Dogs and grandchildren are a great way to meet people,
though I have to admit to being better at remembering the dog’s names
rather than the owners! My poor old Lab had to be put to sleep in July,
and as so many of you know, it leaves a huge hole, but the contacts I
have made are still there and help me feel part of the life of the village.
I had long admired the way the ‘boys’ from the Old Rectory were
accepted and looked out for in the streets, shops and pub with many
people making time to chat to them, help them in the shop and so on, it’s
a shame that that aspect of life here has had to change.
The Christmas services last year were, as I hope the present ones will
also be, a real delight, especially the Christingle; the church was
absolutely packed with excited children and families of different
generations, which was so lovely to see and be a part of. The atmosphere
was so special, from the processing round with our lighted candles to
seeing the delight on the children’s faces as the crib scene took shape,
some very special moments which I’m sure will be repeated on Christmas
Eve and at others in the future. Do come if you’ve not experienced one
before. The Nativity play was fun too and the midnight mass as uplifting
as it always is, with the chance to sing the last verse of O Come All Ye
Faithful just as Christmas day begins! Joining many millions around the
world celebrating Christ’s birth in the very traditional way.
I hope that many of you will have attended some of these events this
Christmas and have enjoyed being a part of something special. A big
Thank you to David and his team and all the many volunteers who make
St Nicholas such a special place; the flowers always lovely, cakes,
biscuits, mince pies and hot drinks always provided, always something to
be shared. I would encourage you all to make the most of all the good
things that surround us here; not just the church community but the open
spaces and footpaths, the many different clubs, activities and
organisations to join for all ages, local shops to support.
Hopefully 2019 will see the reopening of The Chequer, how many other
villages have managed such a unique and historical project.
It’s been a good year, Thank you Ash…. A good place to live!
Pat Coles
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