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This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We 

welcome items from individuals and 
village organisations. All items 
should come with a note of the 
contributor’s name. The editor 

reserves the right both to edit and 
not to publish anything she 

receives. Items on church matters 
do not represent the official position 

of the Church of England. 

 

Email copy for the next edition by 
Wednesday 15th January to 

 Rebecca Smith at 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 

leave hard copy in St Nicholas 
Church porch addressed to Pat 

Coles. 

Products and services advertised 
have not been tested and are not 
endorsed by the Parish Church. 

Send advertising enquiries to 
agfoat@gmail.com  

Front cover illustration:  
Epiphany: The Kings before 
Herod. By Pat Coles. See 
Reflections, page 31.  

Magazine Subscription  
 
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine! 
To arrange to a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rebecca on 07443 
605873. 

 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
mailto:agfoat@gmail.com
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What’s On  
 
THE NEW ASH PLAYERS host the monthly 
Community Coffee Morning at Ash Village Hall 
on Saturday 4th January. Meet the stars of this 
year’s pantomime and purchase your show 
tickets. There will be musical entertainment, 
short quiz, raffle, bacon baps (plus veggie option), homemade cakes and 
real coffee. Join the Players from 10am-12pm. 
 
ASH PARISH COUNCIL meet at 7.30pm on Monday 6th January, 
7.30pm, The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road. 
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
 
THE ARTS SOCIETY SANDWICH talk on Monday 6th January is on GPO 
- The Night Train in The Guildhall, Sandwich, at 7pm. More details see 
page 23. 
 
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on 
Tuesday 7th and 21st January from 2-4pm See report page 15. 
 
ASH WI meets on Thursday 9th January at the Village Hall from 7.30pm 
when Dave Chisholm talks about Cartoons and Being a Cartoonist; all 
ladies are very welcome. See report page 17. 
 
SANDWICH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY monthly is on Thursday 16th 
January on The Lost Pubs of Sandwich. More details see page 22. 
 

ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY welcome Gardeners’ World presenter 
Adam Frost to their meeting on January 30th at Ash Village Hall. 7pm for 
7.30pm start. See poster page 16. 

 
THE FRIENDS OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH Fun Race Night is on 
Saturday 1st February from 7pm in Ash Village Hall. See poster page 24. 
 
PANTO TIME! The Players’ panto, Dick Wittington, starts on Thursday 
23rd January with performances on the 24th, 25th and 26th. See poster 
page 12 for details. 

 

http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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Useful Contacts 
 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 
Community PCSO Richard.Bradley   101 or email 

Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk  
Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 

   Community Warden Team  07811 271 299 
   Neighbourhood Watch   Martin Porter - email 
   porter118@btinternet.com  

Crime Stoppers    0800 555111 
   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Consumer Direct    01845 4040506 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council   08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 
   Craig Mackinlay  MP   01843 589266 
   Ash Parish Council Clerk   01304 832909 
   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 
   Ash Village Hall Enquiries  01304 369314 

Environmental Health   01304 872215 
   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 

Ash Library     01304 812440 

Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111 or www.nhs.uk  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 

Education  KCC Area Office    03000 414141 
   Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faith’s School    01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology School  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwood School  01304 613286 

Transport  National Rail TrainTracker™  0871 2004950 
   Stagecoach East Kent Ltd  0845 6002299 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 

 

mailto:Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
mailto:Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
mailto:porter118@btinternet.com
http://www.nhs.uk/
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Church Services 
 
Services at St Nicholas’ Church 
 
Sunday 5th January 8am Holy Communion, 10.30 All Age Service  
Sunday 12th January 8am Holy Communion 10.30am Holy 

Communion  
Sunday 19th January 8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 26th January   8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Services around the Benefice  
 
Sunday 5th January  All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion 
                                         Elmstone Church 9.15am Holy Communion 
                                         St Mary's Nonington 10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 12th January Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Choral 
Communion 

St Mildred's Preston 9.15am Family Service 
                                         Baptist Chapel Nonington 9.30am Breakfast  
                                         Church 
 
Sunday 19th January All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion 
                                        Elmstone Church 9.15am Holy Communion 

Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am All Age 
Worship 

 
Sunday 26th January     

Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Holy Communion 
St Mildred's Preston 9.15am Holy Communion 
Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am Holy 
Communion 

 
 
Parish Register 
 
Funeral 
David Edward Cox – Barham Crematorium, 27th November 
Wedding  
Shannen Pearson &  Stephen Cole – Preston, Saturday 30th November 
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Get Set For the Fun Race Night 

The Friends of St Nicholas Church hold their popular Fun Race Night on 
Saturday 1st February from 7pm in Ash Village Hall. Tickets, costing 
£8.50, include a hot homemade supper. There will also be a reasonably 
priced bar. Tickets go on sale from January 1st available from the Best 
One/Poparound, Friends committee members or call 01304 813138 or 
812049 for details. 
 

Churchyard “Bash” 
 
St Nicholas church has a churchyard that takes a lot of work to maintain 
for the benefit of the parish, it being the Parish Graveyard. 
A group of people meet every four weeks or so during the summer 
months, to mow, cut, sweep and weed. This takes place on a Saturday 
starting at 9am with volunteers staying for as long as they can spare the 
time. There is a delicious lunch provided at midday. 
2020 dates are 

21st March    13th June  5th September 
18th April   11th July  3rd October 
16th May   8th August  7th November  
 

Newcomers to join this friendly bunch are very welcome. Join us if you 
can, the more who come the more gets done. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy 
 
Churchwardens: 
 
Elmstone: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 01304 812511. 
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054 
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804. 
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 0778 069 4711 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628. 
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402. 
 
Retired Clergy:  
 
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304 812543. 
 
Reader:  
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249 
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The Parish Letter 
 
The concept of longevity has changed a great deal since Alexander the 
Great allegedly stood on the Hindu Kush weeping that there were no 
more worlds left to conquer, before returning to Babylon, to die aged 33 
from natural causes. Most Europeans now enjoy a life expectancy 
considerably more than twice that of Alexander. But it seems that an 
increase in the number of older people has been accompanied by an 
increase in age discrimination. EURAGE (European Research Group on 
Attitudes to Ageing), whose centres include the University of Kent, aims to 
understand the consequences of ageism and the ways age discrimination 
can affect people's lives. 
Quite rightly, gender and ethnicity are often flagged up in our society as 
examples of, at times, an unconscious bias in our society. But one bias 
remains conscious and unashamed, and that is the prejudice against old 
people. I wonder why this is? 
Prejudice emerges when prevailing values are challenged. Our culture 
admires beauty, speed, strength and the ability to stand on one’s own two 
feet. Each of these values declines for people as they age. Incrementally 
at first, and notably so, beyond a certain point. Face creams which can be 
found in some parts of the world, suggest they can alter the skin 
pigmentation of a person, are rightly condemned as racist. Yet creams 
which suggest they reverse ageing sell out in our stores. No-one calls 
them ageist, but, let’s be honest, they are.  
We tell people they look good for their age and admire old people who 
can still do lots of things and act younger than they are. But what of the 
converse? Do we admire people because they look the age they are, or 
can only do the things you would expect an old person to do? We like it 
when old people act younger. Imagine having this attitude to gender and 
ethnicity - people would rightly be called sexist and racist - but no-one 
bothers with ageism. 
When we talk about old people today, we largely mean the war 
generation. Those who lived through the Second World War and still, in 
many cases, like my father, were conscripted to fight in it. This generation 
is slowly dying out, however, and in a matter of years, the last person 
alive to fight in that war will become the new Harry Patch, who was the 
last survivor of the Great War. This generation’s values and expectations 
are different to their children’s. But soon enough, their children’s 
generation will be old and younger generations will view them differently. 
There is much generosity to the war generation, because they endured 
great fear and privation and were bereaved of friends and lovers at a 
shockingly young age. Having contributed to winning a war, they went 
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about establishing peace in Europe and prosperity through hard work and 
good planning. It is not the fault of the generation below, the so-called 
baby-boomers, that no such heroism was expected of them, but it also 
means they may be cut less slack when they are old. Baby-boomers are 
also, fairly or not, in the firing line of younger generations because all the 
things they took for granted – free higher education, life-long jobs with 
good pensions and affordable housing – are denied young people today. 
There is growing resentment, to which can be added deep concerns 
about climate change. It is notable that young people are taking to the 
streets on this issue. And they feel let down by older generations.  
We may feel this is unfair, but life is often about perception, and those of 
us who are older need to be aware of growing perceptions among young 
people. Political thinkers speak about the break in the generational 
covenant. This covenant essentially is about each generation working 
hard to ensure their children are better-off than they were, in as many 
ways as possible. Younger generations now are going to be less well-off, 
on the whole. Ageism is a problem already. If resentment is added to this, 
we may find it becomes a scourge. 
The different eras and cultures of the Bible respected age in ways we do 
not today. There was particular admiration for the wisdom of older people, 
who were expected to share this with the generations below them. Older 
people are valued less for wisdom today, and this loss has developed 
quickly. As the world moves rapidly into a technological age, we should 
hope that young people will impart their tech skills to the older generation. 
Historically, is this the first time it has worked this way?  
The Church is one of only a few truly inter-generational bodies in British 
life. When we meet, the age range can be anything from one month to a 
hundred. When we care about the children in our church, we become for 
them a big family in Christ that they will not forget. The Church must 
never join those places which resent children because they get in the 
way, make a noise, and do stuff they should not.  
However, inter-generational issues aside, the mark of our faith is how 
much we value those who are weak and vulnerable among us – this 
includes the young and the old. Paul wrote, For the love of Christ controls 
us, because we have concluded that one has died for all, therefore… 
those who live, might no longer live for themselves, but for him who died 
and was raised. 

Rev David Moulden 

PS. Have read this recently: Beauty is only skin deep, but ugliness goes 

clean to the bone. (Dorothy Parker). 
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Onlooker 

A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on 
Monday 2nd December 2019. 

 

The Parish Poet's back again, by popular demand 
although I like to think it, it's just the clerk's command. 

 
Another Parish meeting has taken place in Ash 
In the deep dark winter, another parish bash. 

 
They're digging up at Chequer Lane, some bronze stuff has been found. 
It really is amazing what's hidden in our ground! 

 
Sue Chandler came and did her bit, a parking consultation. 
A tariff on our parking space may be the best solution? 

 
The Open Golf is coming soon to Sandwich Bay St George's 
and businesses are being primed to sell with all their forces. 

 
Reporting all fly tipping is essential so you must. 
250,000 grand's been spent 'you're nicked mate, it's a bust'. 

 
A new railway station, Thanet Park Way is going to be built, 
an hour to St Pancras, the train will zip and tilt. 

 
CPRE, CPRE pray tell, where are you now? 
I fear that in years to come, kids will ask 'now what's a cow?' 

 
The Highways improvement plan has revealed a speeding issue, 
slow down parishioners, thank you, please, your village really needs you! 

 
KCC highways report complained that no-one listens 
Only where noise and pollution exist can they make an actual difference. 

 
Manston airport's coming back as freight, dismantling, servicing 
There may be a little noise, so get your ears in gear then. 

 
A big discussion then was had about the parish website 
I shall admit to all of you, I did not really understand it. 

 
With all worlds put to right and fighting the good fight 
Andrew closed the meeting at half past nine at night. 

 

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304 

832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the 

Parish Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

tel:01304%20832%20909
tel:01304%20832%20909
mailto:clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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The Jack Foat Trust 
 
The Trust has a two-bedroom cottage for rent in The Street, Ash. 
The property has kitchen/living room, sitting room and bathroom 
downstairs. Two bedrooms upstairs and a shared garden area at the rear. 
The steep stairs are probably not suitable for the elderly. 
Prospective tenants must have a strong long-term connection to the 
village of Ash.  
Please contact our agents: Finn’s, 1-3 King Street, Sandwich. Tel. 01304 
614471 for an application form. 

Ian Chandler 

Chequer Lane Archaeological Dig 
 

Many people in the village have been intrigued by the recent activity up at 
the top of Chequer Lane. Several mud-encrusted creatures were seen 
toiling away in the thick sludge and freezing rain for most of December.  
These poor bedraggled souls were archaeologists from University College 
London who are currently investigating the field in preparation for Bovis to 
start erecting houses on the site.  
Anyone who happened to witness these men and women in action would 
soon see that far from being the glamorous pursuit many people imagine 
(thank you Indiana Jones!) archaeology can be a back breaking and 
grimy affair. 
The digging finished just before Christmas, and the findings are currently 
being processed. Once this is done, UCL will produce a publicly 
accessible report on what they have unearthed.  
At the moment it is too soon to reveal exactly what has been discovered. 
Archaeology is a bit like a giant 3D jigsaw puzzle. It takes painstaking 
research of any existing documents on the site, like old maps or pictures, 
as well as examining the actual remains on the ground, and a good deal 
of luck, to piece together a picture of the past. 
Hopefully UCL will be able to finish the report by the summer so that we 
can find out a little bit more about our amazing community.  
We know there has been human activity here since Mesolithic times at 
least (about 10,000 BC). We also know that our corner of Kent has been 
at the forefront of historic developments simply because of its fortuitous 
position between Britain and Europe.  
As one wit at the Heritage Centre put it, “If it happened in Britain, chances 
are it happened in Ash first!”.  
We look forward to hearing what the archaeologists find! 

Penny Bernard 
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Global Problems, Local Solutions 
 
A reminder that “non-recyclable” plastic, currently not accepted by the 
council collection service, is now being collected at Ash Village Hall.  
There is a clearly marked bin in the inner lobby accessible when the hall 
is open.  
Please put your “non-recyclables” in this bin and help reduce plastic 
waste going to landfill and eventually to the oceans of the world.   
Contributions will be taken to the nearest public collection point at St 
Peter’s Church, Sandwich. From there they are sent free of charge to 
TerraCycle (terracycle.com). Other drop-off points can be found on the 
TerraCycle website.  
 
The items being collected are:  
 

 Ella’s Kitchen pouches (empty) and pouch caps, Ella’s Kitchen 
snack packets 

 Laundry and dishwasher plastic packaging (not pods).  

 Kitchen wipes packaging. 

 All brands of plastic confectionery packaging.   

 Any brand of crisp packet.  

 All brands of non-savoury biscuit wrappers, cake wrappers and 
cracker wrappers.  

 

Cartwright and Kelsey School Report 

During 24th, 25th, 27th September Ash Cartwright and Kelsey School had 
Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education) and SIAMS (Statutory 
Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools) inspections; these visits 
were not coordinated. The school could have postponed the latter, but 
decided to go ahead.  
The Ofsted inspection takes place over 2 days following a 90 minute 
telephone interview with the head on the preceding day of the visit. The 
SIAMS inspection follows a similar pattern with only a one-day visit. The 
inspections cover a broad range of activities - classroom visits, interviews 
with staff and children, review of progress data etc. Our previous 
inspections noted that school required to improve in a number of areas. 
For both SIAMS and Ofsted the inspections are following a new 
procedure introduced in September. 

Continued over… 
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For both Ofsted and SIAMS the school was judged to be ‘Good’ and the 
verbal feedback clearly illustrated areas that were excellent. The following 
are extracts from the reports: 
 
“The headteacher and her team have a strong vision, which is built on the 
school values of friendship, community, perseverance, joy, forgiveness 
and creation. They have established a nurturing and caring environment 
and set high expectations.” 

“Pupils describe the school as a place where everyone is welcome and 
cared for. They feel safe.” 

“Pupils demonstrate respect for each other and respond positively when 
exploring different points of view.” 

“Pastoral care effectively shows practical Christian compassion. Leaders 
are deeply committed to restorative justice approaches, focusing on love, 
justice and forgiveness.” 

The excellent outcome from these two inspections is the culmination of 
two years of changes, introduction of new ideas etc with a key focus on 
the children of the school, so that they experience the best educational 
experience possible. This has been brought about through the vision and 
commitment of Fiona Crascall (our headteacher) and all the staff at the 
school.  
The inspection findings give a wonderful boost to the school and are 
richly deserved by all the staff. Fiona Crascall has stated that she is very 
proud of her staff team and they have worked hard to develop the ethos 
of school – ensuring it is centred around the children receiving the very 
best education.  
In November we took delivery of a school minibus - this has been funded 
by the Co-Op, the Jack Foat Trust, sponsorship money of parents who 
undertook a sky dive, the PTFA and private donations.  
This will be an excellent boost to the education of the children enabling 
them to attend extra-curricular activities (eg poetry reading, science days) 
and sporting events.  
The provision of the bus is very important for small schools as they can 
share the expertise of teachers in other schools - we are currently in a 
‘collaboration’ of other schools. 
We all firmly believe, as stated in our strapline, that ‘Through God’s love 
and strength all flourish’ 

Nick Hassall and Bill Vennart (Chair and Vice Chair of 

Governors)  
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Ash Good Companions Club 
 
We at Ash Good Companions Club would like to thank everyone who 
supported us at our Christmas Fayre on Saturday 23rd November – much 
fun was had by all, and the profit we made has enabled us to support 
several local charities chosen by our group. 
We are a small club, who meet on alternate Tuesday afternoons from 
2pm to 4pm I Ash Village Hall (Library Room) for board games, Scrabble, 
whist, bingo but most of all for friendship and companionship over a cup 
of tea and biscuits or cake!! We also meet up for the occasional meal out 
or anything else we wish to do. 
Our first meeting for 2020 is on January 7th after the Christmas rush is 
over – why not come along and see what you think of us and join in!! 

Jackie Hinkes 

Dates for Good Companions Club 2020 
 
Ash Village Hall (Library Room) 
Alternate Tuesdays, 2-4pm 
 
January   7th, 21st  
February  4th, 18th  
March   3rd, 17th, 31st  
April   14th, 28th  
May    12th, 26th  
June   9th, 23rd  
July   7th, 21st  
August  4th, 18th  
September 1st, 15th, 29th  
October  13th, 27th  
November 10th, 24th  
December 8th  

 
The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury 
Hospital – Ash Branch 
 
We raised £103.50 at our stall at the Coffee morning held at the village 
hall on December 7 which we were very pleased with. Thanks to 
everybody who supported us and look forward to seeing everyone on 4th 
January.  We would like to wish everyone all the best for 2020. 

Marion Martin 
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Ash WI 
 
Our Programme Sub-Committee has produced an excellent programme 
of speakers for our monthly meetings (always on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month except August).  
In 2020 and we kick off in January with a cartoonist telling us about the 
highs and lows of his job, and we’ll all get a chance to try our hand at  
drawing one; we do have some very talented 
members in the artistic department so it will be 
right up their street. Unfortunately, I’m not one of 
them! If my drawing is anything like my 
“constipated squirrel” – as one good WI friend 
called it – produced by me at the plaque painting 
session – I shan’t be winning any prizes! But who 
cares? – it’s all about joining in, having a go at something, as well as 
having a laugh!  
The programme can be viewed online at our new website 
www.thewi.org.uk/ashwithwestmarsh together with all our other 
proposed/booked activities. 
Members please note that your subscriptions for 2020 are due and you 
can now pay them online if you so wish (see the Treasurer for details).  
There’s a challenge with Bloom of the Month – got anything in your 
garden – either a flower or shrub that’s out? No – oh well go round and 
ask your neighbour for something out of her garden/window box – and at 
the same time, invite her along to the meeting; all monies raised are 
donated to our WI charity Action with Communities World Wide, to assist 
women practically in third world countries to set up their own small 
businesses to support their families. We’re also re-launching our Trading 
Stall where members can sell anything they’ve made or grown, or 
something surplus to requirement in VGC, and WI takes 10% – see Annie 
Hunt.  
Meanwhile the Outings Supremo (Sarah Stephenson) is still taking names 
for tickets @ £4 each for the Thursday 23rd January evening performance 
of the village panto – money to Treasurer please.  
Finally, we have some 5 prospective members joining Ash WI in January 
so we must be doing something right! Why don’t you come along and see 
what’s on offer, and if you like us? You’ll be made most welcome for three 
free visits; if you’d like to talk to me about coming along – please phone 
01304 812148 evenings only – because I’m always out doing something 
with WI! 

 Jean Ryan – President Ash WI 

 

http://www.thewi.org.uk/ashwithwestmarsh


18 

 

 



19 

 

The Friends of St Nicholas Church  
 
The Friends of St Nicholas Church ran the community coffee morning on 
Saturday 7th December and for 2 hours the village hall was full of happy 
villagers eating, drinking, chatting, shopping whilst listening to some 
familiar Christmas tunes.  
Stall holders and Mr and Mrs Santa Claus and helper selling raffle tickets 
for an incredible 25 prizes, were kept busy throughout as were the kitchen 
staff who provided mouth-watering bacon and sausage rolls and very 
tasty cakes to go with their tea or coffee.  
The cakes on our cake stall were also very popular and extremely tasty 
as confirmed by Santa later! 
The event was very enjoyable for all who attended and £418.40 was 
raised for the Friends which as you probably already know is a 
local  charity set up to help maintain the fabric of our lovely church.  
Members of Ash Parish Council were also in attendance on the stage 
exhibiting details of the Neighbourhood Development Plan including 
proposed housing plans for Ash. 
A big thank you to all who donated prizes, cakes or just helped, 
particularly Friends committee members, and to those who turned up and 
spent money on the day.  
Thank you so much, and a happy and healthy new year to everyone.  

Chris Burnside, Chairman of the Friends 

Meet Up Mondays 

Do you feel like the weekend has dragged? Are you fed up with your own 
company? Or maybe you are new to the area? 
Don’t be on your own. Join us on Mondays 9.30am-11.30am to enjoy a 
free cuppa and some friendly chat at The Chequer Inn Ash, 4 Chequer 
Lane CT3 2ET. Tel: 01304 273680. www.MeetUpMondays.org.uk 

 
The Ash Society 

 
November meeting 
At the Society’s 21st November 2019 meeting, a packed village hall was 
treated to an enthralling presentation, on the history of the RAF Aerobatic 
teams, from 1938 to the present day.   
With justifiable emphasis on the current, and world famous Red Arrows, 
Guy Bartlett gave a detailed review of the development of display flying, 
from the Gloster Gladiator bi-planes of 1938 (in which a group of three  

Society report, continues over 

http://www.meetupmondays.org.uk/
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practiced close-formation flying with the wing tips tied together with rope!), 
 through various teams over the years, of the Black Arrows, the Blue 
Diamonds, the Yellowbacks, and the Red Pelicans, to the present day Red 
Arrows. 
It was interesting to note the evolutionary changes in aircraft types used by 
the teams. The Black Arrows (1956) were equipped with Hawker Hunters, 
followed by English Electric Lightnings, and Folland Gnats, up to the 
present Hawk fast- jet trainers.  The latter have now been in service for 
several decades and there is debate surrounding their replacement.   
To illustrate the dilemma, the annual cost of operating the Red Arrows 
team, with its full complement of support staff The Circus, is just over 
£6million, excluding the cost of the Hawk aircraft, which are part of the 
RAF’s normal operational fleet.  The Hawk’s possible replacement could 
be the Eurofighter Typhoon, which costs a mere £48million per aircraft! 
A little known aspect of the Red Arrows activity is the support given to a 
wide range of over 500 charities, including the Great Ormond Street 
Children’s Hospital. 
The evening was enlivened by some spectacular movie sequences of 
display flying, both from the ground and from within the cockpit!   
A most enjoyable and thrilling evening! 

David Jones 

December meeting: 
Elizabeth Barton of Aldington – the Maid of Kent – a talk by Melanie 
Gibson-Barton BSc (Hons) 
Melanie's talk explored the story of the servant girl born in Aldington in 
1506 during the reign of the first Tudor King, Henry VII.  During the reign 
of his son, Henry VIII and his wife Katherine of Aragon the young 
woman's visions and prophesies caught the attention of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury who provided a dowry for her to become a nun at a convent in 
Canterbury.  Melanie's illustrated talk highlighted the many local Kent 
connections which caused Elizabeth Barton's number of supporters to 
grow as she sought to support the Catholic church at a time when 
Protestant views were gaining strength.  
In Henry's desperate need to secure his throne with a son and heir 
through a marriage to Ann Boleyn Melanie showed that the prophesies of 
Holy Maid of Kent became more political, bringing her national and 
international attention.  Her influence beyond Kent made her so 
dangerous to Henry VIII, Katherine of Aragon and Ann Boleyn that 
Elizabeth Barton had to be put to death.  Melanie's talk enabled the 
audience to take the Holy Maid's journey by illustrating what can be seen 
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today at the key sites that led to Elizabeth Barton's execution at just age 
28 in 1534.  
Melanie's talk also featured photographs of the work of Kent artist Lauren 
McMahan and her recent exhibition in Dover that focussed on Elizabeth 
Barton, the Holy Maid of Kent.    
Melanie has been giving talks for several years to history groups, church 
groups, Women's Institutes, and retirement social groups such as CSMA 
and PROBUS and tells us she has the privilege of meeting new 
audiences to entertain and inform every day.  Her range of currently 17 
talks can be viewed at www.toonstelling.com.  

 
Ash Village Hall 
  

Please note if booking the hall by phone, the number is now 01304 
369314. 

The email address remains unchanged – bookings@ashvillagehall.co.uk  
 

Goodnestone News  

Goodnestone Music 
 
Girls Night Out-at the musicals. Saturday February 1st 7.30pm. 
We are delighted to welcome two fantastic sopranos-Catherine Futcher 
and Sally Maclean-who will be performing a light-hearted and highly 
entertaining concert, as they take us on a tour of their favourite musicals.  
This will certainly be one to lift the winter blues. No ticket needed, retiring 
collection. Further details www.goodnestonemusic.com 
 
Goodnestone Festival 2020. August 27th-31st.  
 Following the great success of our inaugural festival we are pleased to  
be able to announce that preparations are well underway for the 2020 
festival. Details will appear in the Newsletter and on the Goodnestone 
Music website, over the next few months. Please put the date in your 
diary and come along and support us if you can. If anyone would like to 
sponsor a concert, or place an advert in the Festival Programme then 
please contact Denyer Kittle Denyer@doctors.org.uk   
 
Goodnestone Choir  
Goodnestone Choir will be singing evensong at Canterbury Cathedral on 
April 22nd-5.30pm. It would be great to see lots of the benefice 
congregation at the service. 

http://www.toonstelling.com/
mailto:bookings@ashvillagehall.co.uk
http://www.goodnestonemusic.com/
mailto:Denyer@doctors.org.uk
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The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches 
 
ELMSTONE VILLAGE HAPPY HOUR: The special Christmas evening in 
December was a very enjoyable occasion. These popular events will 
resume in the Spring, with the first being on Friday 3rd April, at the usual 
time, 6.30-7.30pm. 
  
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL - ST MILDRED’S: The Church looked 
delightful with all the decorated trees. The event was well-supported by 
local organisations and businesses with their contributions.  The nativity 
was beautifully arranged at the main altar.  There were stalls, including 
apple juice, bees wax products, pottery, our Christmas cards, an art 
display and raffle.   

Refreshments were enjoyed and people voted for their favourite 
tree.  The results are as follows:- 
1st place - The Gardeners' Club 
2nd place - The Village Hall 
3rd place - Emily Stone, Copper Creatures, Preston Flower Arrangers and 
Forstal Marsh Apple Juice. 
At the copy deadline, the final amount raised is not confirmed, but will be 
in the region of £200 for the Friends' funds. 
We would like to thank everyone who supported the event and those that 
came along. 
 
CHRISTMAS CARDS: These sold well and we are very grateful to 
Preston Photographic Group for their help with these and Josie Leicester 
for printing them.  We hope to be able to do this again in the future. 
 
NEW YEAR CELEBRATION CONCERT: We will report on this event, (29 
December), in the February issue. 
 
2020 EVENTS: The committee will be meeting early in the New Year to 
discuss these. 
 

Sandwich Local History Society 
 
The Society’s monthly lectures are held in the Grand Jury Room of the 
Guildhall on Thursday evenings between 7.30pm and 9pm. 
All welcome; non-members £1 at the door.  
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk 

Continued opposite 

http://www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk/
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Programme 2020 
Thursday 16th January: AGM and talk by Nick Woodland, The Lost Pubs 
of Sandwich 
Thursday 13th February: Dr Juliette Pattinson, Myths and Memories of 
Home Front Britain 
Thursday 12th March: Peter Ewart, The History and Nature of the 
Nailbourne, other chalk steams and the Delf 
Thursday 16th April: Dr David Eaves, Wingham – how well do we know 
our historic neighbours? 
Thursday 21st May: Professor Jackie Eales, The Glorious Revolution of 
1688: How Glorious? How Revolutionary? 

 
The Arts Society Sandwich 
 
Talk: Monday 6th January - GPO - The Night Train. 
Howard Smith will describe the birth of documentary films in the 1930s 
with clips from Victorian and Edwardian films through the experimental 
Soviet era to the 129 films produced by the GPO Film Unit in seven years, 
including 'Night Mail' with poetry by WH Auden and music by Benjamin 
Britten. 
The talk will be held in The Guildhall, Sandwich, at 7pm, with 
refreshments served from 6.30pm. Non-members welcome on payment of 
a £6 admission fee. 

 

Magazine Subscription 

We do hope that you enjoy your monthly parish magazine with its mix of 
news, views and events. 
It’s that time of year when we ask you to continue supporting the 
magazine and renew your annual subscription.  
To do this, please either go online to www.s8nicholas.org.uk and click on 
the Request Parish Magazine Subscription button or phone Rebecca on 
07443 605873.  
Subscriptions received before the end of January will receive a discount - 
paying just £6.60 – the equivalent of a whole month’s mag free!  
Perhaps, if you do enjoy the magazine, you might encourage friends or 
neighbours to pick up a copy.  
Proceeds from the magazine go to support the Church and its important 
work in our communities. 

Pat and Rebecca (your magazine editors) 

http://www.s8nicholas.org.uk/
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Ash Clubs and Societies 
 
A few years ago there was an Ash Directory delivered to new people in 
the village. This no longer seems to be produced. Therefore, we feel it 
would be useful to provide a brief rundown of times, places and a contact 
number or email for all the clubs and societies. I had been wondering how 
many of the people I have got to know in Ash were able to belong to 
societies that all seem to meet on a Thursday. Nina (The Ash Society) 
kindly explained how they each have one Thursday a month – how 
clever! So if you would like your activity to be included please text or 
email details to patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk or 07878 268789 before 
January 14th. The list will go out in February’s magazine and again in 
September with any changes or additions to be received by the end of the 
second week in August. Many thanks. 

Pat Coles 

Letters to the Editor 
 
A big “thank you” to all of the people who try to keep our village litter free, 
especially Sue who voluntarily collects, removes and replaces the bags 
by the pond in the Jack Foat Fields that are at the bottom of Pudding 
Lane. This used to be a lovely spot and hopefully might be again if we 
keep picking up just one can or bottle on our walks. 
With conservation in mind why oh why are we so tidy? Surely the hedges 
and trees don’t need to be so severely thrashed? Birds need berries and 
seeds. Nettles are needed for butterflies. So in our small Jack Foat 
Nature Reserve more thought could be given. Yes, the seats and 
gateways need to be nettle free but other places can surely be left as a 
small oasis for nature and wild life. 

Christine Brown 

 
I’ve just read the most delightful article by Pat Coles "Reflections" (Parish 
Magazine, December) and should like to congratulate her on the 
contents. So true about losing the origin of Christmas, I so agree about all 
those ghastly ads, showing tables heaving with food so completely 
unnecessary! Surely no one takes it seriously? 
I also loved the story of the little Robin and the drawings, on the trip to 
Igtham Mote, I lived in Sevenoaks for a while, many years ago, and 
vaguely remember Igtham! I wish I'd gone on that trip! 
I wish all readers and the hardworking people who put this great little 
magazine together, a VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

Rosemary Murgatroyd 

mailto:patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk
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Some More About Pubs 
 
We are all familiar with The Royal Oak as a pub name. You can find them 
all over England, their painted signs often showing the tree sheltering 
King Chalres.  
The nearest to us is in Nonington with a sign both carved and painted.  
We are, perhaps, less aware that many English pubs are named after one 
of our truly native trees: Sorbus Turminalis, the Wild Service Tree, or to 
give it its common name in the south east of England… The Chequer 
Tree. The name comes from the way its bark peels in squares or 
rectangular strips.  
The Chequers sign has been in use since Roman times (the tree itself 
often grown close by) to show that ale or beer was on sale.  
The berries of the tree, can, in fact, be made into a ‘beer’. Fermented with 
just yeast and water it produces a drink that is 5% proof after just five or 
six days!  
The berries were sold at market, (though they were best bletted… left ‘til 
they begin to rot, like Medlars). They tasted like dates and were sold as a 
medicine for colic and dysentery, and to make jams and marmalade. 
The tree can still be found in the Home Counties, but it is rare now, partly 
because it was much in demand for the excellent charcoal it made, and 
partly because it is slow growing and regenerates though runners rather 
than seed. 
If the drink is anything like the ‘five-day beer’, Chibooku, I sampled in 
Zambia, I’ll stick to a pint in The Chequer Inn. 

P.O’Halloran 

 
Sources: Hop Pickers of Kent and Sussex, 2008; Trees of the British 
Isles; Tebbs 1984; Trees and Shrubs of Britain: Readers Digest 1989 
Collins Tree Guide 2004. 

 

The Story Behind… 

Would you like to share ‘the story behind’ something special in your 
village or part of the parish? It could be a street or house name, 
stained-glass window, pew or little-known monument.  

Whatever it is, we would be delighted to share your story. Please 
send your articles to the editors, contact details on page 2. 
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Garden Jottings for January 
 
Happy New Year!  
Make a New Year resolution to work in the garden, little but often, 
because it is therapeutic to be outside especially when the weather 
conditions are right in the winter. But coming in only to realise quite how 
cold you have become is not the best way to garden! So an hour or so 
spent tidying leaves and debris around borders and using the hoe to 
weed carefully around plants is time well spent. 
As seed heads and grasses become tatty and spent, cut them down and 
add to the compost heap. 
Cut Christmas trees should be shredded or taken to be recycled, but any 
potted trees should be carefully returned to the outside world. If possible 
move them to a garage or greenhouse for a short while (4-5 days) to 
acclimatise them to the cold gradually. Then when the ground is not too 
cold or frozen plant them in a well prepared hole and water well. They can 
be replanted in a larger container provided they are kept watered. 
Azaleas received as presents need to be kept moist at all times, in warm 
rooms they can dry out surprisingly fast.  
Make sure any plants are taken off windowsills before drawing curtains 
during cold weather. Orchids should be stood in a bowl of lukewarm water 
for 15 minutes once a week, then drained well before replacing in cache 
pots. 
Faded cyclamen flowers should be pulled out or snipped close to the 
corm to prevent rotting. Polyanthus and pansies in outside pots or beds 
should have dead flowers and leaves removed to encourage new buds. It 
is amazing how pansies can collapse in a hard frost but recover 
completely on thawing. 
Camellias should ideally be planted where the sun does not shine on 

them in the morning after a heavy frost. If 
this is not the case use some fleece or 
bubble wrap to protect the buds from harm 
overnight. 
Having recently enjoyed winter salad on 
Boxing Day, as I wrote last year 
(containing carrot, swede, turnip, leek and 
sprouts) it’s a good idea to make a plan f  or 
the vegetable patch and select suitable 
seeds, trying to rotate crops. Keep in mind 
potato and onion sets should be planted in 
March.  
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If you have only a small space you can still grow vegetables in boxes or 
large pots quite successfully. If you have garden compost place a layer 
over the veg-patch. The worms will start to pull it into the ground that can 
then be dug over on a fine day.  
Flower seeds can also be selected, try to make successional sowing 
plans so there is continuity especially think of autumn flowers such as 
Rudbekia, Asters and Zinnias that prolong the season so well. Bare root 
trees and shrubs can be planted now. Look out for scented shrubs to 
brighten dull winter days. Viburnum, Sarcocca and Daphne are all 
beautiful at this time. 
Keep feeding the birds as they will get used to being in your garden and 
will eat aphids and bugs later in the year. 

Christine Brown 

 

Age Concern Sandwich is making a difference 

 
The last thing we would wish to do is to blind you with science or 
statistics, and – not wishing to blow our own trumpets (too much) – we 
want to tell you about some of our successes so far this year. 
Throughout the year Age Concern Sandwich has increased our number 
of befrienders to 28 which means that 
we have now provided nearly 900 
hours of companionship during the 
year, thereby helping reduce the 
feeling of loneliness and social isolation 
that so many older people experience. 
In addition, our Meals on Wheels 
service, which is still developing, has 
provided nearly 2,300 freshly prepared 
and cooked, hot meals this year, which 
has been achieved with the regular assistance from 19 of our volunteers 
who deliver the meals.  
The demands on Age Concern Sandwich are constantly growing and 
evolving, and so we are always on the lookout for new volunteers, 
because with more volunteers we can help even more clients.  
 Do you have a little time to spare and would like to find out about joining 
our friendly team to assist with our befriending service or help deliver hot 
meals please contact Gill Ball on 07735 556811 or email 
agecorecruiter@btinternet.com.  

Gill Ball 

mailto:agecorecruiter@btinternet.com
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January Reflections 
 
I am feeling that this is the hardest month to write for: Pre-election, pre-
Christmas, well before the end of term and distant from the coming New 
Year celebrations.  
I hope that by the time most of you get a copy of the magazine, most of 
that list will have happened successfully and that we can all look forward 
to a more settled new year with positivity… whoever gets to be in No 10!  
One thing we can rely on is the unchanging Christmas story and in 
January the festival of Epiphany on 6th, also 12th night, when decorations 
are taken down.  
Two online definitions for you:  
 
Epiphany: “An experience of a sudden and striking realisation” can be 
applied to any situation; scientific, religious, philosophical, personal.  
 
Epiphany: Jan 6th; The Arrival of the three Wise Men (or Kings) A 
moment of sudden insight of understanding.  
 
My epiphany moment was to consider this as a worthy theme for the start 
of a new year! Traditionally the time for making plans, resolutions but also 
reflecting on the past year and maybe how last January’s resolutions 
have faired, or not!  
I like this early part of January, often a ‘low’ time for many people when all 
the main festivities are done.  
It helps that I and one of my daughters have birthdays this month, I used 
to beg my mother the keep the tree up a bit longer for my birthday 
celebrations; I tended to get my way.  
Also, by mid-January we can really feel that the light in the early morning 
and evening is increasing with its promise of spring on the way; hellebore, 
primroses and early aconites and snowdrops begin to show.  
We often see some snow this month, when I was house mistress at 
Manwood’s we had a few years when school was closed, just for a day or 
two and we had fun and games in the snow, for many of the boarders, 
their first snow! Manic times but great fun and very memorable.  
But, I also find the second part of the Christmas story very moving and, 
these days, often overlooked: The story of the arrival of the Kings or wise 
men from the East, can be found in Matthew’s Gospel chapter two, the 
annunciation and the shepherd’s stories are in Luke’s Gospel.  
It is a story of great contrasts; their arrival at Herod’s place looking for the 
baby that the star is leading them to. Herod’s advisors tell him about the 
Jewish prophecy of the Messiah who will be born in Bethlehem in the land 
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of Judah: Herod tells the Kings where to go, but asks that they return to 
see him in Jerusalem afterwards so that he would be able to visit the baby 
too.  
The suggestion is that this happened a while after the birth as Jesus is 
referred to as a child and the family are in a house.  
The wise men find the little family and present their gifts, a forewarning of 
all that Jesus’ life will entail.  
We are told that Mary pondered on these things in her heart.  
The wise men are then warned in a dream not to return to Herod and 
journey straight back to their own lands.  
When King Herod realises that they have tricked him, consumed with 
jealousy and fear that this child will become ‘The King of the Jews’, a 
people he has kept in thrall for the Roman conquerors.  
He orders all the Jewish boys under two years old to be killed, an 
horrendous act of terror.  
We sometimes sing the beautiful yet mournful Coventry Carol written 
hundreds of years ago for this section of the story in the Mystery play 
cycle, perhaps without really imagining the fear and grief of a whole 
nation at such an order.  
Mary and Joseph also receive an angel in a dream telling them to flee to 
Egypt, which they do, only returning when Joseph has another dream 
telling him that it was now safe to return as ‘those who were seeking the 
child’s life are now dead’.  
As Herod’s son is now the new ruler of Judea, Joseph decides to keep 
travelling through to Nazareth in the district of Galilee instead.  
The rest of the story of Jesus is - as they say - history!  
Genocide, racial cleansing, honour killings are all terror acts that still 
happen in various parts of our world today: I feel that this terrifying start to 
the young Jesus’ life must resonate with so many young families 
struggling to get out of brutal regimes, or those grieving for lost children 
and relatives.  
As we, at the start of 2020, contemplate our own and our families futures, 

let us always give thanks for all that 
we have here in our safe country, 
regardless of any political turmoil, and 
consider how we might be more open 
to the fears and problems of those 
risking everything to find sanctuary 
here.  
Wishing you and all those you care 
about every blessing for the new year. 

Pat Coles 
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See contact details on page 2. 
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