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Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
Community
PCSO Eva Winter

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999
101 or email
Eva.Winter@kent.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 369314
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440

Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s Prep School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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What’s On
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING in January will be held on
Saturday 8th January hosted by the New Ash Players from 10am-12pm
there will be refreshments, raffles and much more.
THE ARTS SOCIETY SANDWICH meet at 7pm on Monday 10th
January. The speaker is Clare Ford-Wille who will talk on “Albrecht
Dürer`s Visit to The Netherlands in 1520”. See page 14 for details.
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS – this popular club for the more senior
members of our community meets every fortnight on a Tuesday from
2pm-4pm in the library at Ash Village Hall. Meeting in January will be on
11th and 25th. New members are always welcome
THE ASH SOCIETY meets on Thursday 20th January at 7.15pm See
page 10 for details.
MEET UP MONDAYS – a friendly companionship group - have restarted
at the Chequer Inn from 10am-noon every Monday.
ASH BABY AND TODDLER GROUP meet at Ash Village Hall on Mondays
from 10-11.30am. £1.50 per child.
St Nicholas Flower Arrangers
An invitation (RSVP)
We are a flower loving group who help keep live flowers in the church
all year round. We are meeting in the church on Monday 10th January
(Covid permitting) 1.30-3.00 to plan our rota for 2022.
This involves a commitment to making an arrangement once or twice a
year plus festivals - when it is all hands to the deck.
If any fellow flower lovers, experienced or beginners, would like to
come along, meet the team, and maybe join us please do rsvp to
Mary. (So we can get enough drinks and nibbles in!) Beginners will
work with an experienced “buddy” who will show you how those
wonderful pedestal arrangements are done. That’s how I got started
many years ago!
Mary Evans, 01304 813139

Marydevans1945@gmail.com
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Church Notices
Church Services
Sunday 2nd January: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone;
Holy Communion 9am, Elmstone Church; Morning Worship, 10.30am, St
Nicholas Church, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Mary’s Nonington.
Sunday 9th January: Holy Communinion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Family Service, 1030am, St
Mildred’s, Preston; Breakfast Church, 9.30am, St Mary’s Nonington.
Sunday 16st January: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone;
Holy Communion, 9am, Elmstone Church; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St
Nicholas, Ash; Morning Worship, 10.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 23rd January: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am,
Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 30th January: Holy Communion, 10.30am, All Saints, Chillenden.
As always the safety of our church community is paramount and timings
may change according to guidelines so please keep an eye on the church
information board and our News Sheet which is uploaded weekly
on www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and www.s8nicholas.org.uk
We will continue to stream our 11am Sunday services via our YouTube
channel and our Facebook page, where you will also find news and
updates.
www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice
www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice

Private Prayer
St Nicholas, Ash, 9.30am-4pm all week.
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, is open in daylight hours.
All Saints, Chillenden, 10am-5pm Saturdays and Sundays
Other churches in the Benefice can be unlocked upon request
*Please note services may be taking place during these times.
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The Parish Letter
How do you understand ambition? The chances are that you will think of it
as a characteristic of someone who wants to get to the top in their chosen
line of work. We can however, be ambitious for differing goals. In excess,
personal ambition can damage reputation, and relationships. On the other
hand, too little ambition can make a person look lazy and unmotivated.
There are attractions for some in getting to the top: their income goes up,
sometimes astronomically; they aren’t pushed around; their serotonin
levels are boosted; and their ego fuelled. More positively, they get the
chance to do things; to shape the world around. Yet many who arrive in
top positions say how difficult it is to make a difference. Modern studies of
power show how the Davids of this world are often stronger than the
Goliaths, using their fleet-footedness to beat lumbering giants. And the
top can be a lonely place from which to view the world. Despite this, many
still try to climb the greasy pole to the summit.
Nothing is new under the sun, as Ecclesiastes says. And Mark 10 shows
this: James and John, two of the twelve disciples, sidle up to Jesus during
a coffee break to ask if they can sit either side of him in the world to
come. This must be the most spectacular pitch of self-advancement in
history. It is a toe-curling story and Mark’s Gospel does not spare the
blushes of these men. But we must have some sympathy for them.
Imagine the stupidest thing you’ve ever said to another person and then
think of it being written down in the best-selling book of all time. It’s not a
pretty thought.
And it presents Jesus with a chance to talk to his closest friends about
ambition. He contrasts the tyrants with which the ancient world was
depressingly littered and turns the whole concept about ambition upside
down: whoever wishes to
become great among you must
be your servant. It is said of life
that if you want to know what
someone believes, look at what
they do, not at what they say.
Leaders often try to worm their
way out of the mistakes they
make, even when they cause
suffering for others. At the cross,
an innocent Jesus bore
6

responsibility for all that has gone wrong with the human race, so those in
his care can be freed to start over. A love so wonderful that words can
scarcely do it justice. God becomes human and dies for me, so I might
live again. What does that say about the moral character of the one who
made the universe?
We should use this story as a spiritual compass to guide us. VVIPs (very,
very important persons) have everything taken care of in life. They are
surrounded by an entourage who look after their belongings and every
need. They only have to speak the word, and the dressing room will be
filled with blossoms and chocolates. There may be ways in which they
can serve others and which they are intentionally freed to do by such
support, but the ease with which people can get used to being pampered
is striking. And it carries a health warning for the soul.
Jesus had none of this and there were plenty of outrageously rich and
spoilt people in his backyard. But he chose a life of deprivation and
sacrifice, where the instinct, every day, was to give his life away until the
day came when he truly did. It lays down a way to approach life and work
which has inspired millions. Even today, in a less religious world, it
informs, or should do, what it means to offer public service.
When James and John sidled up to Jesus, they said: We want you to do
for us a favour. In his inaugural speech, John F Kennedy famously said,
Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your
country. To follow Jesus is to re-phrase James and John: ‘We want to do
for you whatever you ask of us.’
And this brings us back to the initial question about ambition. If we take a
simplistic view, this means we must all scramble madly to get to the top
before anyone beats us to it. But only a handful of people get to the
summit because, by definition, summits aren’t very wide. What does that
mean for the rest of us? That we failed?
We need a much more generous, spiritual view of ambition. Ambition lies
within all of us, but in Christ it can be re-shaped. The right focus is to take
the gifts we have been given by God and the skills we hone to bless
others. To do things for them that they cannot do themselves. To do what
we do best with every fibre, inspired by the Holy Spirit who works
ceaselessly within us. To do it for others, because when we do it for
others, we do it for him. A good new year’s resolution?
Rev David Moulden
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday
6th December 2021.

At this month’s meeting it was announced that the clerk would be leaving
and that she would be greatly missed. Plans are underway to recruit a
new clerk and there are also two casual vacancies for parish councillors
to fill.
The Chairman was proud to announce that a Christmas Tree and lights
had been installed at Pound Corner.
The Dover District Council report was a bit depressing. Veolia, the refuse
company, are still struggling to find a sustainable strategy to carry out the
job they are paid to do. DDC were unable to obtain any money from the
government Levelling Up funds. This may have something to do with their
choice of project which clearly didn’t have a ‘Levelling Up’ focus. The
cable car project from the town to Dover Castle is not going ahead and a
tidy sum has already been spent unfortunately!
Some run of the mill planning matters took place and then the statement
that to the best of DDC’s knowledge the Hills Court Road is not a
protected hedgerow. Personally, I beg to differ. The farmers are the
custodians of our land and that hedgerow was habitat to species.
Shame.
There have been problems at the teen shelter at the rec and at the toilets.
The problems seem to be arising on a Sunday, so villagers please be
vigilant. The PCSO will be patrolling.
The appraisals for the clerk and the environment officer were agreed.
Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the Parish
Council website https://ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Cartwright and Kelsey Celebrates
In 2021 there was a significant milestone in education in the village of Ash
- there had been a school in Ash since 1721.
On Wednesday 10th November we had Bishop Rose visit the school to
bless the mosaic, this was made by local artist, Ali Quansah-Brown, and
designed by the children.
Bishop Rose also blessed our new after school club lodge and our new
outdoor classroom. These were all from charity donations - a huge thanks
to the Jack
Foat Trust for
fully funding
these.
The children
absolutely
loved meeting
Bishop Rose she
spontaneously
burst into song
throughout her
blessing and
has the most
fantastic
singing voice!
She commented on what a happy and warm school we have and
thoroughly enjoyed her visit.
Fiona Crascall, Headteacher

Education in Ash: A Timeline
1721: Ash Cartwright School was
founded by Gervase Cartwright in 1721,
for the teaching of poor children. The
school met in the church - the girls in the
Molland Chapel and the boys the vestry.
1819: As the result of a bequest from
Mrs Elizabeth Godfrey, a school
(replacing the church school) was
established in The Street. The building
still stands, and is owned by the
9

Cartwright, Godfrey and Kelsey Charity, who continue to fund projects at
the school.
1841: Another separate infants school was built in Chequer Lane
endowed by Thomas Kelsey.
1944: The two schools were amalgamated, following the Education Act,
to form the Cartwright and Kelsey Church of England Primary School
(Aided).
1964: A new school, in its own playing field , was opened; this is the site
of the current school.
2005: The old school was demolished and a new school was built
alongside; this is the premises the children enjoy today. It has extensive
grounds with a bird hide, nature area and pond, large playing field and
playground and a reflection area.

Ash Society
Annual General Meeting
Members will hold their AGM at the earlier time of 7.15pm on Thursday
20th January, followed by popular speaker Melanie Gibson-Barton who is
returning to present "Murder, Madness, and Mayhem."
For more information please contact Nina Vallack on 01304 812039.
Jean Ryan, Acting Secretary

Report on meeting held on 18th November
George Ward of Canterbury Cheesemakers gave a talk on “The History of
Cheese”. It is not a long history. The oldest cheesemaker in Kent is
Canterbury Cheesemakers who have traded since 2007!
The farming of domestic cattle dates back about 10,000 years and having
sufficient surplus milk to make cheese goes back only 6,500 years. This
occurred in late summer in a good year. It takes ten litres of milk to make
one kilo of cheese.
Looking through the works of Charles Dickens to assess the state of
cheese making in the 19th century; George found seven references to
Cheshire cheese, six to Gloucester and six to Stilton. Stilton is used by
Dickens as an illustration of decomposition or the teeming numbers of
cheese mites. The tradition of pouring port into a Stilton cheese was to kill
off the unwanted inhabitants!
10

Very little cheese was made in the Second World War because the ration
was so meagre. Most of the cheese produced went to feed the fighting
men. Cheese manufacture after the war by dairy farmers who wanted a
steady income in the face of fluctuating milk prices tended to be a very
young, mild cheddar. As time went by, small-scale farmers started to
produce hand-made flavoursome cheeses in small batches. Some 900
British cheeses are now in production.
We were treated to samples of a mild Goat’s Cheese; Canterbury Cobble
- a ‘dry’ cheese; a young Camembert with a sharp taste and a regular
Cheddar (6 months old) which had a good strong flavour.
Canterbury Cheesemakers sell a total of 15 different cheeses through
their outlet at the Good’s Shed in Station Street West, Canterbury.
In proposing a vote of thanks, Nina Vallack commented that ‘We all
understood cheese better now.’
Michael Morris

Parish Magazine Subscriptions
Many thanks to our loyal readers who have renewed their subscriptions
2022 parish magazines. For those of you who haven’t quite got round to
popping your money in the envelope… You have until the end of January
to return your form and subs to benefit from the discount!
Subscribe to the parish magazine before the end of January for just £10
for the year (a discount equal to two FREE magazines) and have your
magazine delivered to your door (within the parish).
For information on how to subscribe email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
or call Rebecca on 07443 605873.

East Kent Pilgrims' Hospices
Looking ahead to the February 5th Community Coffee morning, which is in
aid of the Hospices, we are asking for donations of bottles - any kind detergent, washing-up liquid, tomato sauce as well as a few containing
something pleasant to drink - for our Bottle Tombola. These will be
needed before the day to have their number attached, so please leave
them with Sue Lawson at 11 Orchard View (off New Street) or phone
01304 813278 or 812148 to arrange a pick-up.
Homemade cake donations would be very welcomed - hall open from
9am on the day.
Additionally we have been offered a serviceable upright piano, complete
with stool and free delivery by two strong men within Ash parish, which
11

will suit either a beginner or returner. We are taking sealed bids for this
musical delight - to be opened at the coffee morning - the highest bid gets
the piano. Post your bid, addressed "FAO JEAN RYAN" in the village hall
letter box or give it to me on the morning.
Hoping for your support and to see you for coffee and bacon butties.
Jean Ryan

The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, Ash Branch
We made £118 at the Community Coffee Morning in December. Our next
stall is on Saturday 8th January at the village hall in aid of the New Ash
Players hope to see every body there.
Marion Martin

The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Church
Christmas Cards
Following some excellent paintings created by pupils from Forge Cottage
Art Studio in Elmstone, we were able to produce six original Christmas
card designs.
We would like to thank the Art Studio and their artists for all their help,
Josie Leicester for printing these, Alison Stone for packaging them and
those who purchased them.
Village Christmas Fair
The Friends ran a stall at this event, selling our Christmas cards and
decorations for our Dec a Tree events. Monies raised from all card sales
over the Christmas period were for our Church funds and proceeds from
the decorations were for Educate for Change, the Charity we support in
Uganda.
Christmas Tree Events – DecA-Tree
Following last year's very successful events, these were held again on the
weekend of 11th and 12th December. On the Saturday there was tree
decorating with refreshments and carols in the Churchyard at Elmstone.
On the Sunday, a similar event was held at St. Mildred’s, with decorating
and carols outside and refreshments inside the Church which had been
12

beautifully decorated by Penny Cornet, and included a crib scene at the
main Altar. It was good that Preston Primary School could also benefit
from all of this at their School service.
The trees were a welcome sight once again, each lit with 1,000 white
lights. We thank David Moulden who lead both events and everyone who
helped in any way. Over £150 has been raised from the sale of
decorations and donations for Educate for Change. This enabled the
Charity to provide a Christmas party and a present for each child at the
orphanage.
Christmas Services
There was a Family Service with the crib scene at St. Mildred’s, on
Sunday 12th December, which was followed by refreshments.
Unfortunately, the candlelit Christmas Eve service, due to be held at
Elmstone Church, was cancelled as was the community carol singing
organised by Carol Harris-Deans and due to be held at the bus stop in
Preston.
Happy Hours at Elmstone Church
It is hoped that these can continue on Fridays 7th January, 4th February
and 4th March at 6.30 pm. Come and join us for a glass of wine or fruit
juice. Please look out for local posters around the first Friday of the
month.
Further Meeting Regarding St Mildred’s
Since our first meeting in July, and from the follow up meeting in
November, there is positive news to report.
St. Mildred’s now has a greater presence in the community and greatly
increased congregations thanks to improved communication about
services via the village green notice board and Preston Facebook page.
Since the July meeting a small group has met with the architect to discuss
possible improvements regarding the organ, the installation of a toilet and
kitchen work station. Any improvement scheme will require grant
applications, (we will require a volunteer grant co-ordinator), and at least
50% of the cost to be met by church funds. Tim Offord has kindly offered
to be responsible for the fabric of this Church. A number of people are
also helping in other ways. The Friends will be looking at fund raising
13

events early in the New Year, as we will need to create some substantial
funds alongside the grants we hope to obtain.
Church Services
It is hoped that these will continue as follows:1st Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone Church - 9am – maybe
followed by refreshments.
2nd Sunday - Family Service - St. Mildred's - 10.30am – maybe followed
by refreshments.
3rd Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone Church - 9am.
There is no service on the 4th or 5th Sunday in the month.
Elizabeth Timms

The Arts Society Sandwich
The next Arts Society Sandwich lecture will be held in The Guildhall,
Sandwich, at 7pm on Monday 10th January with refreshments served from
6.30pm. Those attending the lecture must wear a face mask.
The speaker is Clare Ford-Wille who will talk on “Albrecht Dürer`s Visit to
The Netherlands in 1520”.
Albrecht Dürer was a towering figure in the North European Renaissance.
This lecture will commemorate Dürer`s visit to The Netherlands in 1520
and will coincide with the Dürer exhibition at the National Gallery.
If you are not yet a member but find this interesting…. We welcome nonmembers but would appreciate a £5 contribution per event for attending
our lectures.
Please visit www.sandwichdfas.org.uk for membership and programme
information. You can follow us on Facebook at theartssocietysandwich
We look forward to your company.
William Fortescue

Share your news and views with the Parish Magazine.
Either email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post
hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Cover Story
The story behind our front-page illustration
School Farmhouse was built in 1691 by Gervase Cartwright for his sisters
Eleanor and Anne Cartwright
Gervase Cartwright was born in London the son of Gervase Cartwright, a
merchant and draper and Elizabeth Bendish. Following his Father’s death
in 1673, his mother, two sisters and Gervase relocated to Ash.
In 1721/2 Gervase, Eleanor and Anne Cartwright died. In St Nicholas
church Ash there is a Monument on The East Wall, on the North side of
The Communion Table which reads
‘In a Vault in this Chancel lieth interred The Body of Mrs Eliz.
CARTWRIGHT, Widow, who departed this Life Dec. 2 1713. Also of
Gervais Cartwright Esq, her only Son, who died Apr.6 1721; and Mrs
Eleanor and Mrs Anne Cartwright, her Daughters, who died ye one, Jan.
20, the other Feb. 19 1722. At their Desires this Chancel was beautified
and adorned; and, by their Order a Charity School was erected in this
Parish and munificently endowed forever’.
The establishment of the charity school was By an Indenture dated 15th
September 1721, whereby Eleanor and Anne Cartwright conveyed to
Trustees a messuage and 30 acres of land (School Farmhouse and
additional land) in the Parish of Ash.
This was ‘in trust for the benefit of twenty-five poor boys and twenty -five
poor girls of the
parish towards
teaching them to
read and write and
such other things
as were suitable to
their condition
and capacity in the
charity school’.
The income
generated from
this bequest led it
to be known as
Charity School farm and then School farm.
The Farm was sold by the trustees in the 1940s, but the connection with
the Cartwright family lives on in the name of the local primary school.
Information kindly supplied by Andrew Collins
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Food Stories
How to Celebrate A Greek New Year
January 1st is the most important day of the Christmas holidays for
Greeks. It is the day when Agios Vasilis (St Basil) brings presents to
Greek children.
On New Year’s Eve Greeks gather with family and friends to play
blackjack and make merry.
There is a countdown to midnight and, once the New Year is in, the
Vasilopita is cut. Vasilopita is Greek New Year’s pie, St Basil’s pie if you
translate it literally.
There is a ritual in how it is cut as well. The first piece is for Christ, the
second for the Virgin Mary, the third for the house and then the pie is
shared amongst everyone present in age order, from the eldest to the
youngest.
Inside the Vasilopita is hidden a gold coin and each person hopes that
they might find it, as it means they will have good luck for the rest of the
year.
The origins date from the 4th century AD, when St Basil was Bishop of
Ceasarea and called on the citizens to gather whatever gold and jewellery
they had to use as a ransom to stop the siege of the city. The enemy was
so embarrassed by this that, according to the legend, the siege was
called off without payment being collected. But there was a problem
returning the valuables to their rightful owners because St Basil had no
way of knowing what belonged to whom. He decided to bake the
valuables into loaves of bread. These were distributed randomly, but by a
miracle each citizen received their exact share.
Vasilopita can be made as a tsoureki (sweet bread) or as a cake. I make
it as a cake and this is my recipe:
Ingredients:
 250 g butter
 220 g sugar
 3 eggs
 A pinch of salt
 1 tsp baking powder
 250 ml freshly squeezed orange juice (about 3-4 oranges)
 1 tsp vanilla extract
 450 g plain flour
 Icing sugar and chopped or flaked almonds to decorate
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Method
Preheat the oven to 175 degrees C. Line and lightly grease a 25 cm
round cake tin.
Cream the butter and sugar and vanilla together in a mixing bowl until
pale, light and fluffy. Add eggs one at a time, beating after each addition.
Sift flour, baking powder and salt together, then add to the mix alternately
with orange juice, finishing with flour.
Make sure all the ingredients are incorporated well and form a thick cake
batter, but be careful not to over mix or the vasilopita will lose its light,
fluffy texture.
Pour half the cake batter into the greased tin. Wrap a gold coin in foil and
drop it into the cake tin. Cover with the remaining cake batter and spread
evenly with a knife or spatula. This will ensure you don’t know where the
lucky coin is hidden once it’s baked. Bake for 40-45 minutes or until a
toothpick inserted into the centre of the cake comes out clean.
Once the cake is cool and removed from the cake tin, it is customary to
dust the cake with icing sugar and chopped or flaked almonds. Usually
the cake is decorated with the numbers of the new year. I normally cut out
paper in the shape of the numbers, place the paper cut-outs onto the
cake, and then dust with icing sugar.
I will be making a Vasilopita this New Year’s eve. It brings back many
happy memories of my childhood in Athens. However, I still have a
question regarding this custom that I have never successfully answered.
What happens to the pieces of Vasilopita dedicated to Christ, the Virgin
Mary and the house? I never see any uneaten vasilopita lying around…
Victoria Coombes

What’s your Food Story? We
would love to share old family
recipes or meals with fond
memories. Either email
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
or post hard copy at 69, The
Street, Ash.
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Stories from the Archives (23)
Ash and the Absent-Minded Beggar
When Boer commandos from the Transvaal and the Orange Free State
invaded the British possessions of Natal and Cape Colony on 11th
October 1899, the 2nd Anglo-Boer War was under way. Amid the rushing
of reinforcements to South Africa, the playing of bands and waving of
Union Jacks, an unprecedented explosion of patriotic fervour enveloped
the people of Great Britain and the Empire, unmatched even in August
1914. How dare these scruffy, uncouth Dutch farmers contest British rule
on the veldt!
Rudyard Kipling, perhaps the most influential man in Britain outside
Parliament or the Crown and already well established as "the Empire's
poet", had always detested - and warned against - arrogant jingoism,
aware that the Empire had long cost this country dear in both blood and in
treasure. His own thoughts, as ever, were with the character whose task it
was to defend that empire with his life - Tommy Atkins. In particular, he
was immediately concerned for the dependents of the 50,000 Reservists
being dragged from their homes and despatched to the Cape in
troopships; time-expired soldiers who'd exchanged their "shilling a day"
for a proper labouring wage but who were also paid a retainer of 4d a day
during their first five years back in "civvy street." The deal? The Army
could recall Tommy at 24 hours notice in a national emergency and this
scrap with Paul Kruger was the first time the measure was invoked. The
Kaiser would prompt a repeat 15 years hence.
Kipling knew his task and warmed to it. Within days he had penned four
12-line stanzas dedicated to those "gentlemen in khaki ordered south"
and with a single aim - to launch a fund-raising poem in aid of the families
of the Reservists,and keep them from the workhouse. All copyright and
royalties would be waived, ensuring every single penny was directed to
the fund already opened by a national newspaper. Submitting the lyrics to
the press with those simple instructions, he entitled the work The AbsentMinded Beggar. "His weaknesses are great" agreed Kipling, but implored
the British public to desist from "killing Kruger with your mouth" but,
instead, to "kindly drop a shilling in my little tambourine for a gentleman in
khaki ordered south."
It was a sensation. Public readings all over Britain were sold out within
days and donations to the fund poured in rapidly. Kipling was offered a
knighthood but, not for the only time, declined the honour. Sir Arthur
Sullivan was persuaded to set the verse to music and promptly did so with
19
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a jerky tune to match the poet's "catchpenny phrases." It proved hugely
popular inside a week - in an age before radio or television, remember and the song was reportedly on the lips of almost everyone. (This writer
has never really appreciated the tune, nor been able to sing it from
memory but Sullivan can't be blamed for that). Few would have demurred
from the prevailing view that "the greatest of English writers and the
greatest of English musicians have joined inspiring words and a stirring
melody in a song which expresses the heart and feelings of the entire
nation."
The icing on the cake was provided by an illustration added to the sheet
music already selling out everywhere. Richard Caton Woodville was the
obvious choice after his well known drawings of Tommy Atkins in action
and he now produced his famous sketch of a wounded but defiant British
soldier standing ready for more - the Gentleman in Khaki. History tells us
that no other song in the English language has enjoyed such an
overwhelming reception, with millions of copies of sheet music sold within
months. No other composition has raised an equivalent sum in any era more than a quarter of a million pounds in pennies, sixpences and
shillings at a time when a workman's weekly wage was measured in
shillings. The three serious British military reverses in December meant
that "Black Week" saw the song's popularity surge further. Was there a
hall anywhere in England that didn't put on its AbsentMinded Beggar concert?
And Ash was not at all slow in coming forward. Well before news of Black
Week had arrived, plans were afoot for a grand "Reservists Fund
Concert" in the Cartwright schoolroom in the Street, the usual venue for
such occasions before our village hall was built. Only a few yards outside
the Ash parish boundary lived the retired Major George Gwatkin of
Elmstone Court, one of the most prominent military men in the area. He
was a great-great-grand-nephew of the distinguished artist Sir Joshua
Reynolds and, by a family marriage, a relative of the WorkmanMacnaghtens, baronets of Dundarave, Bushmills in Co Antrim. The show
in Ash would be organised by his two daughters, Gwendoline, 23, and
Evelyn, just 19.
The room was packed and the audience expectant. Major Gwatkin made
a short speech praising the Reservists. "From first to last, things went
merrily", said one of the audience. An opening duet was sung by the
sisters, accompanied by banjo and guitar, and they were followed by
other singers and recitations. Kipling's Recessional (more strident antijingoism from 1897 and whence we get "Lest We Forget" - nothing at all
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to do with Remembrance) and
Tennyson's The Revenge were recited by Ash's young Irish curate, Rev'd
William Sheppard, a lodger at Spencer House. Some deft conjuring tricks
by Evelyn Gwatkin were followed by a rendition
of Soldiers of the Queen from Herbert Webberley, Ash's young
schoolmaster, to conclude the first half. More songs
- The Fighting Temeraire and Army & Navy (in costume) and violin solos
continued the entertainment and with such well known and inspiring
songs to listen to, the audience was skilfully warmed up. And now they
were to be worked into a frenzy by two exceptionally talented young
ladies.
Firstly, Evelyn recited The Absent-Minded Beggar "with a dramatic
rendering of the lines and endowing it with many new features." Then,
while it was sung as a beautiful solo by her sister, Evelyn worked her way
around the room gathering a collection which reached £10 3s 8d by the
time the song was finished! As the audience heard Gwendoline do justice
to Sullivan's music, "perfection became perfected" in the view of one. In
such an atmosphere there were many calls for encores, greeted with
deafening applause before the evening was ended, when all joined in the
National Anthem before dispersing - but not before an hilarious farce had
been put on by the sisters "with natural acting and perfect elocution."
The two sisters had sung, performed on banjo and guitar, conjured,
recited and acted, having already planned the entire show and recruited
the other contributors. It had been an astonishing evening - a unique
event in Ash's history, never to be forgotten by those present. In all, over
£20 had been raised for Britain's Reservist families and other soldiers'
comfort funds. The people of Ash have never been slow to come forward
to help when a lead has been given and that memorable night in 1899
was a prime example. It also created a delightful link between the
Cartwright school building and Elmstone Court, and so next time the
reader wanders past either of these two buildings, perhaps the names of
Gwendoline and Evelyn Gwatkin will be recalled - as well as some
absent-minded beggar!
Background research on the Gwatkin family has been augmented by
press reportage of the Ash concert. Genealogical material and
newspaper archives can be consulted at the Ash Heritage Centre
and Canterbury Cathedral Archives.
Peter Ewart
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Please support our local business by using their services
as you are able.
If you would like to advertise here, please contact:
ashpm.ads@gmail.com

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

369314

39

40

41

42

43

44

