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This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We 

welcome items from individuals and 
village organisations. All items 
should come with a note of the 
contributorôs name. The editor 

reserves the right both to edit and 
not to publish anything she 

receives. Items on church matters 
do not represent the official position 

of the Church of England. 

 

Email copy for the next edition by 
Wednesday 11 July to 

 Rebecca Smith at 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 

post to Pat Coles at 116 The 
Street, Ash CT3 2AA. 

Products and services advertised 
have not been tested and are not 
endorsed by the Parish Church. 

Send advertising enquiries to 
agfoat@gmail.com  

Front cover illustration:  
Rockpooling Fun by Pat Coles 

Magazine Subscription  
 
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine! 
To arrange to a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rosemary Lines on 01304 
812524. 

 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
mailto:agfoat@gmail.com
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Whatôs On 
 
ST FAITHôS SCHOOL SUMMER FAIR is on Sunday 1st July, 12-3pm. 
Open to all. Inflatables, coconut shy, face painting, go karts and more 
including the Dutch game of spijkerpoepen. See poster page 22. 

ASH CLEAN UP DAY is on Saturday 14th July when the parish council 
urges residents to clean up around the outsides of their homes. There will 
be an organised litter pick starting at 10am from the Village Hall open to 
individuals and families. 
 
CHURCHYARD BASH takes place on Saturday 14th July starting at 9am 
in the parish churchyard at St Nicholas Church.  Stay for as long as you 
can spare the time. There is a delicious lunch provided at midday. 

ASH GOOD COMPANIONS Summer Fete will be held at Ash Village Hall 
on Saturday 14th July from 10am to noon with homemade cakes, fresh 
produce, refreshments and more. See poster page 16. The group also 
meet at the Village Hall on Tuesdays 10th and 24th July from 2-4pm. 
 
ASH PARISH COUNCIL will meet at 7.30pm on Monday 2nd July at Ash 
Village Hall Library. Visit www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/ for details.  
 
MESSY CHURCH will take place at St Nicholas Church on Sunday 8th 
July from 3pm. The theme will be Creating and Caring. 
NB Messy Church will be taking a break for the month of August, but will 
return on Sunday 9th September. 
 

ASH HERITAGE GROUP host the village hall monthly coffee morning on 
Saturday 7th July from 10am to 12pm. For details see page 12. 

 
WESTMARSH VILLAGE HALL hosts a Mad Hatterôs Tea Party and 
Summer Social event on July 8 from 2pm to 5pm. Bring a picnic! There 
will be various games for adults and children alike, tombola and a raffle! 
Cold drinks will be available for purchase. 
 
A SUMMER SERENADE will be held at St Maryôs Church, Wingham, on 
Saturday 7th July. See poster for details page 24. 
 
THE DEAL AND WALMER HANDELIAN CHORAL SOCIETY Summer 
concert is an orchestra-accompanied performance of Handelôs pastoral 
opera, Acis and Galatea at St Georgeôs Church, Deal, on Saturday 
21st July.  

http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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Useful Contacts 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 

Community PCSO Emma Carmichael    101 or email 
Emma.carmichael@kent.pnn.police.uk   

   Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 
   Community Warden Team  07811 271 299 
   Neighbourhood Watch   Martin Porter - email 
   porter118@btinternet.com  

Crime Stoppers    0800 555111 
   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Consumer Direct    01845 4040506 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council   08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 
   Craig Mackinlay  MP   01843 589266 
   Ash Parish Council Clerk   01304 832909 
   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 
   Social Services    01304 204915 
   Ash Village Hall Enquiries  01304 851967 

Environmental Health   01304 872215 
   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 

Ash Library     01304 812440 

Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111 or www.nhs.uk  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 

Education  KCC Area Office    03000 414141 
   Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faithôs School    01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology School  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwoodôs School  01304 613286 

Transport  National Rail TrainTrackerÊ  0871 2004950 
   Stagecoach East Kent Ltd  0845 6002299 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 

mailto:Emma.carmichael@kent.pnn.police.uk
mailto:porter118@btinternet.com
http://www.nhs.uk/
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The Parish Letter 
 
I am conscious that we very briefly considered the subject of óFake Newsô 
about twelve months ago. However, because I consider the subject of 
vital importance for our common life, we are, again very briefly, going to 
discuss this disturbing, but intriguing, topic. In our previous article, we 
noted that in the magazine Standpoint, George Orwell was being hailed 
as a prophet. His nightmarish vision in Nineteen Eighty-Four, of Big 
Brother dictating the way we think by replacing English with Newspeak, 
was, in the magazine, held up as a mirror for the post-truth world of 
Donald Trump. Trumpôs fake news and óalternative narrativesô via his 
ótweetsô have been highlighted as deeply concerning by many and, even 
though Trump has brought this issue to public consciousness much more 
that what it was, ófake newsô or óalternative narrativesô is actually not as 
new as we might imagine. 
The first Gulf War in 1991 did not take place. This was the judgment of 
the philosopher Jean Baudrillard at the time and how people laughed at 
him for it. In fairness to the Frenchman, he did not deny that the incident 
took place, but that there was a gap between the presentation of the 
conflict via the media and the event itself. The limited and stylised nature 
of TV coverage ï the first war to feel like a video game for those watching 
at home ï misrepresented the conflict. Thus, the ówarô did not take place.  
This felt too clever by half at the time, but does not seem so ridiculous 
now the era of fake news is upon us. Truth is an endangered species. It is 
being picked off by poachers who can sell it on to trophy hunters who 
display it, mounted and dead. A private collection of only truthôs parts 
deprive the public of shared knowledge and certainty. 
Perhaps the postmodernists are happy with themselves, for this is the 
logical outcome of their founding claim that there is no objectivity in 
history. From this, it was only one step to agreeing that truth is not a 
shared public good. Constructing history becomes like a huge, small-
piece jigsaw where the parts donôt fit together and donôt even make up a 
recognisable picture. Perhaps the subject of ófake newsô goes back much 
further? 
 In Isaiah 5 it says:  
Ah, you who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and 
light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! Ah, you 
who are wise in your own eyes. 
This upside down world appeals to people who have something to hide. 
Postmodernists would refute any suggestion their thinking leads to 
amorality. They make a vital case that we each bring a different, 
culturally-bound perspective to life which has often been missing from 
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society ï and the Church. However, having opened the door to relativism, 
they offered no defence against a mob storming the palace. When truth is 
dethroned, other claimants are consecrated. In a time of chaos, it is those 
who shamelessly bully others until they concede who tend to succeed. If 
truth is divested of power, then the strongest and the selfish are best 
placed to assume its mantle. 
This is also the milieu in which conspiracy theories grow. When people 
see that truth is no longer cherished in the public square, some believe 
that it is being manipulated behind the scenes by vested interests. The 
debunking of facts allows people to construct their own reality from the 
fragments of online assertion. 
In The Power and the Story (2017), the veteran journalist John Lloyd 
provides a thorough review of the health of news media in the world 
today, ranging across continents. His conclusions are sobering. 
Authoritarian rule is extending, putting intolerable pressure on media 
outlets that pursue unwelcome stories that shine a light on corruption. It is 
naïve to think the democratic world affords unrestricted speech: owners 
have agendas which skew the news to fit prior interests and beliefs. And 
between these two spheres ï democratic and authoritarian ï lies a 
growing space where there is apparent freedom to report the truth, but it 
is in practice severely curtailed by the surrounding culture: try reporting 
the facts in anarchic northern Mexico, where the drug gangs rule. 
The painstaking, time-consuming, often boring accumulation of facts in 
order to construct the truth is what constrains the venal and the powerful. 
It is far less interesting than gossip and celebrity news or online fantasies 
of global conspiracy. But it keeps us honest.  
Journalists, naturally, like to be presented in this light, knowing that there 
are many in their trade who peddle lies and half-truths and bully the weak. 
But good, professional journalists still exist ï and we need more of them 
as global media is overhauled by the internet.  
John Lloyd ends by saying, Journalism tries to make a sketch that makes 
sense of the world. It tries to say, and to show, that this happened. The 
relocking of the journalistic doors in large tracts of the world and the tacit 
encouragement this has received from the American leadership is 
presently journalismôs worst feature, but it is not the end of the story. The 
story still has power. 
Those who believe Jesus when he says he is the truth have special 
cause to defend the honest reporting of facts. The shameless defence of 
lies hardens people against the Gospel. The truth is out there and we 
should, in every possible way, pursue it.  

 

Reverend David Moulden  
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Church Services 
 
Services at St Nicholas  
  
Sunday 1st July 
8am Holy Communion 
10.30am All age service with Holy Communion. Theme: Leading the Way. 
 
Sunday 8th July 
8am Holy Communion 
10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 15th July 
8am Holy Communion 
10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 22nd July 
8am Holy Communion 
10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 29th July 
8am Holy Communion 
  
As this is the 5th Sunday in the month there will not be a 10.30am service 
at St Nicholasô but we will come together as a Benefice and worship 
at 10.30am at St Maryôs Church, Pinners Lane, Nonington CT15 4LH. 
  
Services around the Benefice 
  
Sunday 1st July 
9am Holy Communion All Saints Church, Chillenden 
9.30am Holy Communion Elmstone Church, Elmstone 
10.30am Holy Communion St Maryôs Church, Nonington 
11am Family Service St Maryôs Church, Wingham 
 
Sunday 8th July 
9am Holy Communion, Church of the Holy Cross, Goodnestone 
9.30am All Age Service, St Mildredôs Church, Preston 
11am Holy Communion, St Maryôs Church, Wingham 
 
 

Continued overleaf 
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Sunday 15th July 
9am Holy Communion, All Saints Church, Chillenden 
9.30am Holy Communion, Elmstone Church, Elmstone 
11am Holy Communion, St Maryôs Church, Wingham 
  
Sunday 22nd July 
9am Holy Communion, Church of the Holy Cross, Goodnestone 
9.30am Holy Communion, St Mildredôs Church, Preston 
11am Holy Communion, St Maryôs Church, Wingham 
Sunday 29th July 
10.30am St Maryôs Church, Nonington 

 
Baptism 

Brayden John David Johnson was baptised May 27th 2018.   

  

 

Job Advertisement 

Canonry Benefice: Administrator 

We are seeking someone who will work with the Vicar of the Canonry 
Benefice, Rev David Moulden, and the Assistant Priest ( Rev Chris 
Brewer) as the Canonry Benefice administrator. 
The person will have an ability to communicate with people, work to 
deadlines, be used to working alone, be computer literate, and have a 
willingness to work within a Christian ethos. 
Initially the post will be based in Ash and for a maximum of 6 hours per 
week; the hours of work will be flexible. There will be a 6-month 
probationary period (when the hours will be reviewed), and the pay will 
be in the range of £9 to £11 per hour, depending on experience. 
For further details and a job description either telephone Bill Vennart 
(01304 812628) or write to Park View Cottage, Coombe Lane, 
Woodnesborough, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0PW or e-mail: 
mpvennart@hotmail.co.uk. 
Letters of application and brief curriculum vitae should be sent to the 
above address by Friday 13th July 2018.   
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Church and Community Seminars about Spirituality 
and Well-being 2018 
 

The 7th Series of Seminars on Spirituality and Well-being are to be held 
in Sittingbourne in 2018. 
Arranged by hospital chaplain, Rev Pam Beckinsale, these seminars 
bring people together from all walks of life and all faiths or none. 
July 14: An Oasis Day. An opportunity for time out, relaxation, doing 
something different, quiet if desired, or engaged in conversation. A 
Chaplain will be present. 
£6. All seminars are from 1.45pm for 2pm start until 5pm at St Michael's 
Church House, High Street, Sittingbourne. For more information or to 
book a place contact Rev Pam 
Beckinsale  pam.beckinsale@tiscali.co.uk using subject: ñC&C Seminarsò 
or 07762 100543. 

 
Church Cafe 
The Church Cafe is open every Wednesday morning in the church porch 
from 10am to 11.30am with tea, coffee and homemade cake. A warm 
welcome and good conversation guaranteed.   

 
Deal Foodbank  
 
Deal Foodbank has a depot at St Nicholasô Church every Wednesday 
from 12:30pm to 2:30pm. All existing or prospective clients are welcome. 
Representatives of the food bank will be on hand to offer support and 
advice. For more information, telephone 01304 728428. 

 
Ride and Stride 2018 
Saturday 8th September is the day of the annual 'Ride and Stride'. This 
national event is an opportunity to raise funds for your local church and 
the Friends of Kent Churches while having a thoroughly enjoyable day. 
Those taking part seek sponsorship for bicycling or walking from church 
to church. In recent years, good levels of funds have been raised for the 
various churches in our benefice by the young and not so young. If you 
would like to take part sponsorship forms can be obtained from Cressida 
Williams (Cressida.williams@btinternet.com/01304-814359). Cressida 
would also welcome volunteers to greet visitors in the church and serve 
much needed squash and biscuits. 

mailto:pam.beckinsale@tiscali.co.uk
http://Cressida.williams@btinternet.com/01304-814359
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Sleeping Rough for CMS 
 

On a chilly night in April one of our fellowship groups óslept roughô in the 
porch of St Nicholasô Church (with the door open!).  
This was not only to highlight the plight of the homeless but to raise much 
needed funds to support our mission partners in Brazil. Through CMS 
(Church Mission Society) all the churches in the Canonry Benefice have 
pledged to support Levi and Deborah Santana who live and work in one 
of the poorest parts of Goiana providing much needed  help for their local 
community.  
This includes setting up homework clubs and raising funds to pay for 
school kits so the children can attend school.  
I am delighted to say the fellowship groupôs night of cold and discomfort 
raised £530, which is a great result. 
To further raise further funds some members of our congregation and 
their friends will be swimming the Serpentine on 22nd September 2018. 
More details on how to sponsor them will follow in Augustôs magazine! 

Jenny Taylor  

Onlooker 
 
A councillorôs view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on 
Monday 4th June 2018. 
 
At the Dover District Council AGM, Sue Chandler was re-elected as chair, 
and Councillor David Hannent as vice-chair. Both have been elected for 
the 4th year running, and our congratulations go to them both. However, 
we continue to press the DDC for more proactivity and communication re 
the planning permission that was granted for the caravan site in 
Westmarsh Drove.  
The Parish Council is looking to the DDC to ensure that the requirements 
of the permission continue to be adhered to throughout the 3 years that it 
has been granted, and that the local community is kept informed of 
progress. We are also looking to DDC to provide more transparency 
regarding enforcement outcomes in the area. 
There are several good news stories this month. Work is nearly finished 
on surfacing of Deal Pier, and the cafe at the end of the pier is due to be 
opened in a couple of monthsô time.  
In April and May an enormous litter clean up has taken place on the 
A2/A20/A256/A258 with over 12 tons of litter being removed making it 
less unsightly and unsanitary. In the same way, it is very good to know 
that an Ash resident has been prosecuted for fly tipping following a DDC 
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investigation, leading to a 10-week jail term. Hopefully this will be a 
deterrent to others and shows that fly tipping is taken very seriously.    
Everyone has been making sure that they are ready for the new óGDPRô 
Data Protection regulations, and the Parish Council is no exception. The 
new regulations can be quite onerous when you arenôt a large 
organisation, but youôll be pleased to know that the Parish Council have 
them well in hand. 
We were also very pleased to hear that the new Kent County Council 
Community Warden - Mr Karl Aylett - has started his new role, and is 
responsible for Ash, Eastry and Sandwich.  
The warden can tackle low-level crime and antisocial behaviour (such as 
graffiti, littering, fly tipping and vandalism) and can take names and 
addresses and control traffic.  We hope he will be a reassuring presence 
in Ash.  He is visiting local groups and schools to get to know local 
people, and will be making an appearance at the next Saturday church 
coffee morning. He will be coming to Ash on Mondays and Wednesdays, 
but if you would like to get in touch directly, his mobile is 07811 271299 
and e-mail address is Karl.Aylett@kent.gov.uk. 
Anyone wishing to contact the Parish Council can do so via 
Christine Haggart, Clerk of the Ash Parish Council: phone 01304 
823909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the Parish 
Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

 
The Cartwright, Godfrey & Kelsey Charity 

  

The Trustees of the above charity have funds 
available to enable them to offer a Book Grant to any 
young people who live in the parish of Ash, and who 
intend to start a full time university academic course 
beginning in the autumn of 2018.  
This also applies to those who may be starting a full 
time vocational training course. The amount of each 
grant will depend upon how many applications the 
trustees receive. 
The Trustees invite applications for the coming 
academic year by September 28th. Please write with 
your full name, address, telephone number, and a 
copy of the offer from your intended university/college, 
to The Clerk to the Trustees, The Cartwright Godfrey 
& Kelsey Charity, Little Ware Nursery, Ware, Ash, 
CT3 2NB.  

 

mailto:Karl.Aylett@kent.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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Strawberry Tea in aid of Breast Cancer Campaign 
  

Do find your way down to Westmarsh Village Hall on 
Thursday 19th July from 2pm to 4pm and join Sarah and I 
and our friends for a fund-raising tea party ï on the hallôs 
lawn if the weatherôs fine ï so please bring your  folding 
chairs and sun hats. It would be great if you could wear PINK  
as the party is for Breast Cancer and also bring some of your 
hard-earned cash to spend on our SUPER raffle. 

 Sarah Stephenson & Jean Ryan  

 

Community Coffee Morning 

The July coffee morning, on July 7th from 10am to noon, will be run by the 
Heritage Group who will show a short exhibit of the major decades of Ash 
history.  
This is to complement an exhibition by the Neighbourhood Plan Group. 
Come and find out what they have been doing. 
 The heritage centre will be open also - come and see the collections of 
photographs, the exhibit on Women of Ash and other interesting artefacts 
in the centre about your village. It is your history. 
All proceeds will go to the Pilgrims Hospices. 

Ann Foat  

League of Friends for Kent and Canterbury Hospital 

Ash Branch 

The coffee morning held on June 2nd was very successful. We raised 
£324 for which we are very grateful.   
We would like to thank everybody for coming and supporting us.   
We look forward to seeing many of our supporters at the coffee morning 
in July.    

Marion Martin (secretary)  

Ash with Westmarsh WI 
At the July meeting of Ash with Westmarsh WI Linda McCann will give a 
talk entitled Dress to Impress the Audience. 
The meeting will be held at Ash Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 12th 
July. All ladies will be most welcome.  For further information about our 
WI please contact our president on 01304  241774. 
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An Invitation from Europa 

Dear residents, 
Firstly I would like to introduce myself, my name is Chris Baldwin, and I 
am Operations Director of Europa Nursery in Ash.  We grow tomatoes 
under just over 12 hectares of 
modern glasshouse, all for UK 
consumption. We would like to 
welcome a group of you for a 
tour of the glasshouse, and 
energy centre giving an insight 
into our daily operations, 
including how we use natural 
practices in our growing with 
bees to pollinate our plants, our 
on-site environmentally friendly 
energy generation (with our 
plants consuming any Co2 emissions), biological control and much more. 
Anyone wishing to attend, either as a group or individual, please email 
myself at the below email address before August 30, for a visit 
(provisional date 3rd ï 7th September) and most likely evening 
visit 6.30pmï8pm, 
I would advise good walking shoes, and strong footwear, 
Yours sincerely  
Chris Baldwin 
Chris.baldwin@apsgroup.uk.com 

 

Day Trip to Lille  

Ash residents, families and friends are invited to join the local branch of 
the Civil Service Pensioners Alliance who is organising a day trip to Lille 
on Tuesday 11th September 2018. There will be 48 seats available on a 
first come first served basis at a cost of £30 per person, which includes 
luxury coach travel and ferry crossing. The coach will pickup outside the 
Chequer Inn at 07:00hrs and return at approximately 20:00hrs. 
Whilst in Lille there will be an opportunity to shop in the supermarket, 
explore the local area on foot and have lunch and a glass of wine etc. 
You can also have breakfast/dinner during the 1.5hr trips on the ferry as 
well. 
If you would like to be included in this trip please append your details on 
the list in the Church porch or contact Chris Burnside (01304 813138). 

mailto:Chris.baldwin@apsgroup.uk.com
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Ash Horticultural Society 

What a treat we had at the May Horticultural Societyôs meeting with 
Chelsea medallist, Mig Kimpton, pictured, entertaining us with his many 
anecdotes, whilst making beautiful floral arrangements, and making it all 
look effortless.   
Having lived for many years in 
London, Mig is now a Kent resident 
living in Little Mongeham where he is 
enjoying his rural life and garden.    
Last Spring, he planted dozens of 
dahlias, watching avidly for signs of 
life for which he was rewarded with a 
wonderful late Summer display.  At 
the end of flowering, Mig made the 
decision to leave them in the ground 
over Winter -  a brave decision ï and 
was delighted to report that they are 
once again coming to life. 
As a child, Mig was a chorister at 
Tewksbury Abbey where he helped 
the ladies do the flower arranging 
during his summer holidays, quickly 
realising that this was a creative 
activity he thoroughly enjoyed. Whilst 
flowers have always been part of 
Migôs career, he spent over 30 years working in theatre, starting his first 
job at the Bristol Hippodrome to be followed by West End theatres as well 
as the Royal Shakespeare Company working with such illustrious names 
as Sir Ian McKellan, Sir Elton John, Lesley Joseph and many more. 
Having given up theatre in 2014, Mig is now concentrating on his floral 
career.  He has just proudly received a Silver Gilt medal at this yearôs 
Chelsea Flower Show with his amazing floriferous exhibit of 4 peacocks 
entitled ñSeasonal Beauty Uncagedò.  Mig now holds 12 Chelsea medals!   
As Chairman of London and Overseas NAFAS, Mig is once again taking 
on the management of the Blenheim Palace flower show later this month.  
A huge undertaking!  One exhibit will showcase exotic orchids from all 
over the world, in a stunning Orchid Tunnel.  Well worth a visit I think. 
As if this is not enough, Mig is getting married in July with a reception in 
their newly planted meadow.  We wish them both much happiness. 

 



15 

 

 

Goodnestone News 

Church Interior Facilities Appeal  
The appeal to raise money to install toilets and kitchen facilities at the 
back of the church and create a larger performance area at the front is 
progressing well. We have now raised £17,000. 
The recent Soloistôs Recital concert featuring members of Caritas 
Chamber Choir was a superb concert and raised £580 for the appeal, we 
are very grateful to the members of Caritas who came and performed.   
We will hear the outcome of one of our major grant applications this 
month and if successful the finish line will be in sight, if not there will be a 
lot of work still to do.  
The next concert in aid of the appeal is on Saturday 18th August at 
7.30pm when Catherine Futcher, a fantastic soprano, will be coming to 
sing at Goodnestone.   
 
Goodnestone Choir  
After their successful trip to Rochester Cathedral the choir is booked to 
sing evensong there again on July 7th 2019.  
On July 7th this year Goodnestone choir will be singing in a concert at St 
Maryôs Church, Wingham, with the Wingham Singers. The concert in aid 
of St Maryôs Church and starts at 7pm.  
The choir rehearses at Goodnestone Church on Tuesday evenings 7-8pm 
It is a very friendly informal choir. New members are always welcome, it is 
entirely free to join and you donôt require any previous experience. 
Contact denyer@doctors.org.uk or just come along on a Tuesday evening 
and give it a go.  
 
Goodnestone Music  
There are numerous concerts at Goodnestone this year. The next concert 
will be on July 20th at 7.30pm. We are delighted to welcome Caritas 
Chamber Choir back to Goodnestone, Caritas have rapidly established 
themselves as Kentôs leading chamber choir. If you havenôt heard them 
yet you really should. The concert is entitled The Garden of England, and 
will include music by Elgar, Holst and Stanford. It promises to be a 
wonderful evening. Previous Caritas concerts at Goodnestone have be 
very popular, tickets are now on sale £10 from Goodnestone Music. 
Further details of this and all the other concerts can be found at 
www.goodnestonemusic.com  
 

 

mailto:denyer@doctors.org.uk
http://www.goodnestonemusic.com/
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Ash Surgery - Patient Online Access 
 
Online Access to Surgery Systems (eg bookings/ cancellations/ 
prescriptions) and to personal records has been shown to provide both 
the surgery and its patients considerable benefits. 
By arranging access (for which patients need to show photo identification 
(eg passport/ driving licence), the NHS systems will supply a User ID 
(identification code). Once patient access has been set up, patients are 
able to access a number of facilities 

¶ Booking and cancelling appointments. 

¶ Ordering repeat prescriptions. 

¶ Viewing their own personal GP record (including information on 
allergies, immunizations, medications and test results). 

The benefits include the following 

¶ Improved access to care services, making them more convenient. 

¶ Expanding health knowledge for patients and carers, thereby 
improving patient satisfaction and wellbeing. Patients can review up 
to date and relevant information pre or post consultation (including in 
the out of hours period). This increased meaningful interaction and 
more shared decision making between patients and health 
professionals. 

¶ Increased information sharing supports increased patient safety, 
including fewer mistakes and duplications, complaints and erroneous 
drug doses. 

¶ Online booking services can support improved business processes, 
helping to reduce admin work of practice staff. Time released can 
support increased productivity and improvements in other aspects of 
care services, such as better quality reception services and a better 
experience for patients, including those who prefer to or need to 
continue to use the phone. 

¶ Online appointment booking can improve communication between 
patients and their practices, leading to higher levels of patient 
satisfaction and enhanced health and wellbeing. 

¶ An increase in the number of patients self-managing appointments 
can reduce phone calls to practices. This leads to improved patients 
satisfaction and improved operational efficiencies for the practice. 

¶ Reduction of DNAs (Did not attend) to the practice. 
 

Continued overleaf 
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¶ Increased use of online repeat prescription services can reduce 
travel time for patients, improved convenience. It can also result in 
reduced amount of drugs needing to be held in stock by patients. 

¶ Increased ability of patients to make more informed decisions is  
facilitated by access to personal health records. 

Currently 743 patients at Ash are registered with online access. 
This represents only 16% of Ash Surgery list. 
For all the reasons above, it would seem important to increase the 
numbers of patients accessing their records on line. And this is without 
considering the further benefits that will undoubtedly be developed in the 
years to come with increasing on line access to support services and GPs 
themselves. 
 

Warning for dog owners 
Did you know that slugs and snails can be a real threat to your dog as 
they can carry potentially life threatening lungworm larvae.  
Lungworm has spread considerably in recent years and is now endemic 
in much of the UK. There have been 20 reported cases in Kent and we 
have seen 2 cases of Lungworm this spring at Bourne Veterinary 
Practice.  
Lungworm, also know as Angiostrongylus vasorum, are slender worms 
about 2.5cm long which live in the heart and lungs of dogs.  
Symptoms of lungworm infection are varied but often include coughing, 
lethargy, weight loss, poor appetite, vomiting and diarrhoea.  
Dogs can become infected with this life-threatening parasite by 
swallowing infected slugs and snails.  
Even if dogs donôt eat slugs and snails on purpose they may do so 
accidentally when eating grass, drinking from puddles, rummaging in 
undergrowth or playing with toys outdoors. 
If spotted and treated early enough most dogs will make a full recovery, 
but as this parasite can be fatal, the best way to ensure your pet is 
protected is by regularly using a product that acts as a preventative. Not 
all wormers are effective against lungworm so be sure to ask your vet for 
advice. For lungworm prevention, treatment must be monthly; using a 
product every 3 months will not prevent this potentially fatal parasite, as 
this leaves your dog unprotected for too long between doses.  
The average UK garden is thought to contain more than 20,000 snails 
and slugs, any one of which could be carrying lungworm larvae.  
As lungworm cases are on the increase in our area please ask your vet 
about a lungworm prevention plan.  
You can call us at Bourne Veterinary Practice on 01227 832322 for more 
information. 
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July Dates 
8th Sea Sunday ï where the sea is blessed by some Catholic 
Churches. (The Greek Orthodox Church in Thanet, and other places, 
had their blessing of the sea much earlier in the Spring. Some of you 
may have visited Margate for the ceremony). 
12th The Battle of the Boyne ï remembered by a local holiday in 
Northern Ireland. 
15th St Swithunôs (or St Swithin) Day ï  
ñSt Swithunôs day if thou dost rain 
For forty days it will remain 
St Swithunôs day if tho be fair 
For forty days ótwin rain nae mare.ò 
A traditional legend:- a grain of truth in that the weather patterns 
established by mid-July may well persist into August. Often a stormy 
month due to high temperatures. As we seen have had this in June, 
letôs hope for a calm and warm July! 
Exams over and holiday time beginning, have a lovely month whatever 
you plan to do. 

Pat Coles  

An Ancient Prayer 
 
This was found by Sheila Bailey in a church she visited in Cornwall. 
She thought it would be interesting to share. Thank you Sheila. 
 

Give me a good digestion, Lord, 
And also something to digest 
Give me a healthy body, Lord, 

With sense to keep it at its best. 
Give me a healthy mind, O Lord, 

To keep the good and pure in sight, 
Which seeing wrong is not appalled 

But finds a way to set it right. 
 

Give me a mind that is not bored, 
That does not whimper, whine or sigh. 

Donôt let me worry overmuch 
About that fussy thing called ñIò. 

Give me a sense of humour, Lord, 
Give me the grace to see a joke, 
To get some happiness from life 

And pass it on to other folk. 
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Great Days Out 
Summer and the childrenôs school holidays are on the way so here are 
some of your great suggestions for fun, inexpensive family days out and 
things to do.  

Fun Things To Do  

 

Hello, and welcome to the first of many articles on sun fun! We have got lots of 

things for you to enjoy with your family and friends.  

 

Slime Recipes! 
 
Butter slime: 
This slime is a wonderful thing to make with friends and the results are awesome, 

unless you don't measure carefully or don't use the right ingredients. 
 
YOU WILL NEED: 
 
Glue (PVA or craft)                              
Shaving foam                      
Soap or hand-wash.                            
Hand lotion.                                            
Contact lens solution (with boracic acid in)                                 .   
Baby oil 
Food colourings or paint (optional) 
Glitter or decorations (optional) 
 
Step 1.Mix your glue and shaving foam together make sure you get an even 

amount of both. It should look like whipped cream  
Step 2. Next add your lotion and soap with 5 or more pumps/squeezes. Then mix 

it!   adding until you are happy with the texture. 
Step 6. Now add colour or decoration using any sources like a fried egg or foam 

balls!  

End Result: Perfect. 
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Places to go to! 

1. Richborough Castle for kite flying, picnics and running around, 
you can ride there by bike too! 

2. Go to Hearts Delight Woods. I'd take some swimming costumes 
and towels for the fresh lake that is along the way. 

3. Spend time with friends and family by taking a picnic or bike ride 
down Pudding Lane. 

4. Go to some beaches and after go to somewhere new or 
somewhere you've never been to, perhaps the new Solley's Ice-
cream cafe in Dover Castle. 

5. If youôre in the mood for nature then you should go to Walmer 
Castle and explore the gardens and pond. 

By Molly and Naomi  

 

 

 

 

 

Medieval Pageant 

For a fantastic free day out, head into Canterbury for the Medieval 
Pageant on Saturday 7th July. This celebration of all things medieval 
starts with a colourful parade beginning near the Westgate Towers 
at 11am and ending near the Marlowe Theatre. Throughout the 
afternoon there is a family trail, taking in 17 historic venues, where 
children can enjoy craft activities. Most of these are entirely free of 
charge. If you visit five venues you can claim a free chocolate medal 
from Canterbury Cathedral Shop. 
See www.canterburymedievalpageant.co.uk for full information. 

Cressida Williams  

 
If you have a craft activity or hidden gem to share, please email 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com 
A huge thank you to everyone who has contributed so far.  
 

 

http://www.canterburymedievalpageant.co.uk/
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Exploring our History 
 
For so many reasons, we are fortunate to live in Ash. The village has 
excellent resources, with shops, schools, hairdressers, a doctors' surgery, 
a library, sports facilities and more. We can enjoy the countryside while 
being close to larger towns and to the sea. For those interested in history, 
it is also an excellent place. Ash is steeped in history, and our own 
Heritage Centre in the Village Hall can help tell many of the stories of the 
village and wider parish. 
A number of experts have studied the history of Ash and have written 
books and pamphlets to tell us about its past. James Robinson Planche 
wrote about the village in A Corner of Kent, published in 1864. In the 20th 
century, Elizabeth Hudson and David Downes both produced books on 
Ash's history. 

This series of short articles will explore a 
few facts about places in the village and 
parish of Ash, and will owe much to the 
historians of our area. Let's start with the 
name of our village itself. The word 'Ash' 
comes from the Old English word for the 
ash tree. Numerous place names in 
England derive from the same word, 
including Ashton under Lyme and Ashurst, 
and there are many other places called Ash 
throughout England, including Ash near 
Sevenoaks. This reflects the importance of 
the ash tree: it is now the third most 
common broadleaf tree in the country, after 
oak and birch. The oak is perhaps the 
nation's favourite tree. There are a number 
of historic specimens across the country, 
some perhaps 1000 years old, and the tree 

is associated with King Charles II (hence the popularity of the Royal Oak 
as a pub name) and Robin Hood. However, the ash tree features in 
folklore, associated with healing, and has earned the name of 'the Venus 
of the Woods'. It wood is particularly prized for making tool handles. 
Alas, the species is now threatened with 'ash dieback', but there are 
hopes that resistant strains of the tree can be identified, to avoid 
devastation similar to that caused by Dutch Elm Disease to the elm tree in 
the decades after 1970s. 

Cressida Williams  
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Poetsô Corner 

The Tree 
 
I grew and grew, a wonder to see 
A perfect treeé I used to be 
Wide of girth ï grown so free 
I was so wideé you couldnôt hug me. 
Take my branches 
Split my bark 
Divide the spoils 
To light your dark 
But beneath the earth where you cannot see 
Is anotheré just like me. 
Tarmac and concrete, rubble and scree 
When man is gone, they wonôt stop me. 
There will always be 
Another tree. 

Jude Smith  

 
Flora Vulgaris 
 
Wild flowers I love the most  
(Though some have called them weeds) 
As much, I fancy for their names 
As for their colour or their scent: 
Yarrow, Pimpernel, Heartsease, Ladôs Love 
Amaranth, Bridget-in-her Bravery. 
Tansy with her yellow buttons bright 
Fumitory, Creeping-Jenny close clinging to the ground. 
The promised cures of Woundwart, Feverfew and Balm, 
And Ragged Robin, Butcherôs Broom, Lords and Ladies: 
All these and more, whose simple names 
Tell us they were loved, 
Named for themselves, not the botanistôs list 
Whose Latin tags their homely beauty ruined. 

P. OõHalloran 

 
Erratum: From last monthôs excellent historical overview of our district. 
The Ringlemere Cup was found on agricultural land in our neighbouring 
parish of Woodnesborough. 

Graham Foat  
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