ASH WITH WESTMARSH
PARISH MAGAZINE
JULY 2022
£1

The Canonry Benefice of
Ash – Chillenden – Elmstone – Goodnestone
Nonington – Preston – Stourmouth

Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
Community
PCSO Jacqui Brook
Jacqui.brook@kent.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
Community Warden Team
Neighbourhood Watch
Crime Stoppers
Community Safety Dover
Consumer Direct
Childline
Kent County Council
Dover District Council
Craig Mackinlay MP
Ash Parish Council
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
Environmental Health
Trading Standards
Ash Library

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999
101 or email
101
07811 271 299
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
0800 555111
01304 872220
01845 4040506
0800 1111
08458 247247
01304 821199
01843 589266
07398 584 053
0844 8487978
01304 369314
01304 872215
0845 4040506
01304 812440

Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s Prep School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
2

Welcome to the July magazine
Inside this issue

Contacts

What’s On

4

Clergy

Church Notices

5

Parish Letter

7

Onlooker

9

Rev’d David Moulden
The Vicarage, Queen’s Road, Ash
01304 812296

Jean Dudgeon

10

Community News

11

A Reader Writes

19

Garden Jottings

21

Food Stories

24

Jubilee Report

25

Stories from the Archives

29

Rev’d Nigel Hale
01304 813161

Share Your News
Email copy for the next magazine
edition by Wednesday 20th July to
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or
post hard copy at 69, The Street,
Ash.

Magazine Subscription

This magazine is produced by St.
Nicholas Parish Church. We
welcome items from individuals and
local organisations. All items should
come with a note of the
contributor’s name. The editor
reserves the right both to edit and
not to publish anything she
receives. Items on church matters
do not represent the official position
of the Church of England.

Never miss an edition of your
favourite parish magazine!
To arrange to a subscription
including magazine delivery to
your door (within the parish)
phone Rebecca on 07443
605873.
23
Front cover illustration
Midsummer heat in the Jack Foat
Trust meadow. A hot bright sky;
‘odd’ effect of the tightly trimmed
orchard, like a hedge! From a
shady bench. By Pat Coles

Products and services advertised
have not been tested and are not
endorsed by the Parish Church.
Send advertising enquiries to

ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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What’s On
HAPPY HOUR at Elmstone Church will be held on Friday 1st July from
6.30pm. For more Elmstone news, see page 18.
ASH LAWN TENNIS CLUB are holding a quiz night at the sports pavilion
on Ash Rec on Friday 1st July. Teams of 4-6, £10 per table. Meet 7.30pm for
8pm start. Email Bill Speed at bill.speed100@gmail.com
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING at Ash Village Hall will be hosted
by Ash Horticultural Society on Saturday 2nd July from 10am-noon.
Proceeds in aid of the DEC Ukraine Appeal. See poster page 12.
A SUMMER FAIR will be held at Cartwright and Kelsey School, Ash, on
Friday 8th July 3.30-5.30pm. Children free entry. Adults 50p. see poster
page 16.

THE LITTLE STUDIO ON THE STREET stages an exhibition by abstract
artist Rosie Wall from Saturday 9th July to Sunday 17th July, open
10.30am to 5pm.
THE CHURCHYARD BASH will take place on Saturday 9th July. Meet from
9am-12pm at St Nicholas Church, Ash.
A COFFEE MORNING hosted by Ash Good Companions will be held at Ash
Village Hall on Saturday 23rd July from 10am-noon. All proceeds in support
of Ukraine. See poster page 20.
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY meet on Thursday 28th July at Ash
Village Hall from 7.30pm to hear a talk on Sandown Castle Volunteer
Garden in Deal.
THE ASH VILLAGE SAFARI is on Saturday 30th July,10am-2pm. Maps will
be available at the Co-op for 50p each and from Molland Lea on the day.
The Peach Pit food truck will be in Molland Lea offering food and drinks.
OPEN GARDENS in Ash in July: Sweetbriar, 69 Chequer Lane, open
Sunday 17th July, 10.30am-4.30pm. Admission £5 (children free).
Homemade teas available; Cherry Tree Cottage. Brookestreet, Sunday 24th
July. 11am-5pm, . Admission £6 (children free). Homemade teas available.

Goodnestone is alive with the sound of music: See page 17.
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Church Notices
Church Services
Sunday 3rd July: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone; Holy
Communion 9am, Elmstone Church; Morning Worship, 10.30am, St
Nicholas Church, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Mary’s Nonington.
Sunday 10th July: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Family Service, 10.30am, St
Mildred’s, Preston; Breakfast Church, 9.30am, St Mary’s, Nonington.
Sunday 17th July: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone; Holy
Communion, 9am, Elmstone Church; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St
Nicholas, Ash; Morning Worship, 10.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 24th July: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saint’s Chilldenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am,
Baptist Chapel, Nonington; Evensong, 6.30pm, All Saints, Stourmouth.
Sunday 31st July: All benefice service, Holy Communion, 10.30am,
Elmstone Church.
An 11am Sunday service is streamed via our YouTube channel and our
Facebook page, where you will also find news and updates.
www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice
www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice
The weekly news sheet is uploaded at
www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and www.s8nicholas.org.uk
Private Prayer
Churches are open at the following times:
St Nicholas’, Ash
All week 9.30am to 3pm
Holy Cross, Goodnesstone
All week in daylight hours
St Mary’s Nonington
All week in daylight hours
All Saints, Chillenden
Weekends 10am-5pm
Other churches can be unlocked upon request.
Please note services may be taking place during this time
Check noticeboards for closures during booked events
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Deal Foodbank
A collecting bin is at St Nicholas’ Church, through the glass doors by the
font.
The following items are of the greatest need: Tinned meat or fish; Tinned
fruit; Tinned/packet soup; Tinned custard or rice pudding; Puddings; Long
life fruit juice; Shampoo, deodorant, shaving stuff; Baked beans/spaghetti
hoops; Pasta and pasta sauce; Tea or coffee and biscuits; • Cereal;
•Sanitary products and toilet rolls; Cat/dog food; Long life milk;
Squash; Jams or spreads; Cleaning cloths and cleaning products; Rice
and noodles.
Bring and Buy a Book
A bookstall is located in the Molland chapel at St Nicholas church, opposite
the quiet prayer corner. You’ll fin a mix of books for ll ages for just 50p each.
These donations help to fund the cost of heating and maintenance for the
church. The stock will increase and turn over regularly, so don’t forget to
come back and look again. If you have any books to donate, they’ll be gladly
received – just leave them in the box underneath. Put payments in the wall
safe alongside the glass doors at the church entrance.
Happy reading!

Parish Register
Weddings
Jessica Conway and Antony Rudgard-Redsell, St
Mildred’s, Preston 11th June
Prudence Clarke and Joshua Pooley, St Nicholas,
Ash, 18th June
Lesley Hill and George Richardson, All Saints,
Chillenden, 25th June
Funeral
Margaret Elizabeth Deverson 16th June
Baptism:
Miles Robert Maple 5th June
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The Parish Letter
Saul and Belief
What would it take for Putin to change his mind about the invasion of the
Ukraine, or for Donald Trump to admit his hand in the planning of the
storming of the White House in January of last year? ‘Nothing short of a
miracle’ is, I would guess, the majority response.
We form our views and beliefs over years. And it seems that the older we
get the more entrenched our beliefs and life perspectives become. As is
often the case, we then surround ourselves with people who think the
same way we do, which only, of course, reinforces our opinions. So, for
Putin and Trump, both 69 and 76 respectively, changing their beliefs and
life perspectives would require a substantial experience and yes - a
miracle. However, people of that age have changed their beliefs; my
Father in Law became a Christian at the age of 69 and, consequently, his
perspectives on many matters of life changed notably. Nevertheless, what
do you do when your life is turned round in an instant by realising that
your beliefs are so wrong? As is often the case, there are examples in the
Bible which give us a glimmer of hope – even for men like Putin and
Trump.
It’s not easy thinking yourself into the skin of someone who lived so long
ago, but it’s worth it in the conversion of Saul. He was highly intelligent,
motivated and trained in his faith. His belief was sure: The Jesus sect had
to be eradicated because it was both idolatrous and wrong. Idolatrous
because it asked people to worship a mere human being: Jesus of
Nazareth. And wrong because Jesus didn’t rise from the dead. It was an
assault on all he held dear. And this assault coupled with his sense of
righteousness, make him deeply angry. Saul’s anger was such that he
was prepared to travel as far as Damascus to seek out and kill any who
followed this Jesus cult. And yet, on that road, in a blinding flash, he
learned he was completely in the wrong. The thing about Jesus is that he
makes the offer for people to follow him but does not compel us to follow
him - all except Saul.
It was like an extraordinary rendition. One moment Saul is on a quiet
road, the next a van draws up alongside and he is bundled into the back,
unable to see and in the hands of his enemies who take him to a house in
downtown Damascus. It was ultimately good news for Saul, because he
learned how much Jesus loved him. But it meant death to his old way of
life, and death threats from former friends for the rest of his life. A little
time later, in Damascus, a follower of Jesus, called Ananias, receives a
vision telling him to go to a street called Straight and find a house where
7

Saul of Tarsus is waiting for him to heal him of the temporary blindness
he had experienced in his encounter with Jesus.
We think of Saul being shocked by his rendezvous with Jesus, but think
how Ananias would have felt. The early Church had enjoyed some heady
days after Pentecost, when the people of Jerusalem admired their joy,
togetherness and gifts of healing. But the Church was now heading into
an unprecedented time of persecution. Stephen had been brutally stoned
to death and the believers had been scattered. But there was no
sanctuary because people like Saul were coming after them. The attacks
were personal, rigorous and sustained. Some would die violently; others
would be locked up in appalling prisons.
We try to get into the skin of Ananias: The vision was very specific, but
could he be sure it had come from the Lord when, if it had not, Ananias
would be handing himself over to his biggest enemy to lose either his
liberty, or his life? Even when Ananias accepted the vision had come from
God, he argued the case in prayer: really, you want me to meet up with
Saul for coffee and give him a helping hand and a listening ear?
But God answers with the word he often does. Go, he says. This is no
small matter, as the Lord God has big plans for Saul. When Ananias finds
the house, he goes in and sees the enemy – Saul. Two men find
themselves on the very edge, unable to trust each other. One misstep
from either of them could prove fatal.
And possibly the end of Saul’s calling
before it even began. And then
Ananias utters two simple words that,
in their simplicity, we can easily gloss
over. Brother Saul, he says.
Two enemies who had never met
before. One sure the other should
die. The other, knowing he thought
that. The chasm between them was
enormous. They had no time for small talk, the moment was too volatile
and dangerous for that. And Ananias takes hold of the meeting and calls
his enemy his brother. And in that moment, that word, the world tilted on
its axis and changed for ever.
Two enemies. One destiny. One word. Brother.
Rev David Moulden
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday
6th June 2022.

We are pleased to report that the vacancies for parish councillors on Ash
Parish Council have now been filled. We welcome Louise Venny and
Tony Broun and look forward to working with them.
Mike Connolly has been re-elected the Vice- Chairman of Dover District
Council, Trevor Bartlett is the Chairman.
After Ash Parish Council raised the issue of the arson attacks at the
village hall car park, DDC have responded rapidly to the recent incidents
and a CCTV camera has been installed. Investigations are ongoing.
More damage has been reported on Facebook of a car being scratched
on both sides in Queen’s Road. Please remain vigilant.
On a positive note, the Chairman of The DDC, Trevor Bartlett reported a
new click to cycle scheme has been implemented on the Dover Marina
Parade. The ‘Boris Bikes’ will be expanded to other areas if the scheme is
successful.
The PCSO spoke about the need for high visibility patrols in rural areas to
deter crime and said she was pushing for this.
All planning decisions can be accessed via our website. We were pleased
to support the Cartwright and Kelsey application for a MUGA (multi-use
games area).
Contact the Parish Council by phoning 07398 584 053 or email
clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the Parish Council website
ashparishcouncil.gov.uk

ATTENTION PARISH MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS!
Due to holiday, the August magazine won't be available to collect from the
church until Tuesday 26th July.
Any problems, please let me know (contact details on page 3)
Thanks for all your support and hard work every month.
Rebecca Smith, Distribution Coordinator
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Jean Dudgeon
Reflections of a friend and neighbour
My husband and I moved to Ash some 28 years ago and were lucky
enough to find ourselves living next door to Jean Dudgeon.
She welcomed us with open arms and was constantly supplying us with
tea, coffee and cake while we took on the enormous task of renovating
our cottage.
We drilled and sawed and generally made a great deal of noise, all was
endured by Jean with a smile and encouragement to keep going. Jean
had a wealth of knowledge as to who were the best tradesmen to use, or
pitch in to help herself if she could.
Jean loved Ash and was very keen to keep everything spic and span
even if it meant sweeping The Street herself which she did on many
occasions, encouraging me to help sometimes.
Over the years things changed and as Jean became less able, we were
happy to repay her kindness by doing what we could to help her. The old
saying, “you sow as you reap” is so true.
On Friday (June 17) we attended Jean’s funeral and wake. Jean had
been away from the village for 5 years, but friends travelled from far and
wide to say our goodbyes with not a spare seat in the Chapel, and later to
raise a glass to Jean to celebrate a life well lived, filled with laughter, fun
and kindness.
We will miss you Jean but never forget you.
Carole Palmer

Jean, who lived for many years in Ash, died on May 15th.
Anyone who wishes to make a donation to her family’s chosen charity,
Dementia U.K, please contact Dilnot-Smith Funeral Directors of
Woodnesborough.
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The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, Ash Branch
We had a very successful stall at the Platinum Jubilee celebrations at the
church on Saturday 4th June raising £105.
Also Marilyn raised £16.00 on Thursday at St Peter’s Church, Sandwich.
Thank you to everyone for your support.
We are still collecting used stamps and old coins and are always looking
for new members
Anybody interested in joining our group, please get in touch with me
(m.martinneve@gmail.com).
Marion Martin

Chequer Inn Ash
For the past few months, the Chequer Inn Ash Society Committee has
been working hard to search for a new tenant. Feedback from the
Community has helped us define the qualities we wanted to find in the
new tenant. By the time you read this we will have announced the news
about our new tenant. Alongside this search we have had a huge clear
out and clean of the property. We are grateful to everyone who turned out
to clean scrub and wash, go to the tip, and run the yard sale. We are so
excited about this new chapter, to get our community pub operating in a
way that it should.
David Greaves, Chairman, Chequer Inn Ash Society

• Meet-Up Mondays are back at the Chequer Inn from 10am to
noon. Bring a mug if you can!

Vacancy for the Clerk to the Ash Parish Council
32 hours a week, working from home, with evening meetings in Ash.
£25,419 - £28,226 pro-rata. The successful candidate will support 11
councillors. Applicants must be able to demonstrate that they have
relevant or local government experience of procedures – a commitment to
public service, be motivated, community focused, and possess sound
communication and organisational skills. Details are on the parish council
website www.ashparishcouncil.gov.uk/Vacancies or contact Reg Williams
on 07494 760 535 for the recruitment pack.
CLOSING DATE is 12 noon on Friday 15th July.
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Ash WI
First up for members in July is the annual Strawberry Tea on Thursday
July 7 at Ash Village Hall from 2.30pm; if you didn't give your name in at
the June meeting please let either the Secretary or President know ASAP
if you wish to attend, or there won't be enough strawberries to go round!
Later in the month, on July 22, there will be a Lunch Club outing, venue to
be announced at the monthly meeting, which is on Thursday July 14,
again at the hall from 7.30pm, when the speaker will be Geoffrey Preston
on "The East Kent Ploughing Match" - an annual local event put on by the
farming community; there is an outing planned for members to attend this
on September 28.
Please remember an item for the Foodbank collection if possible; now
more than ever this is badly needed.
Jean Ryan

Share your news and views with the Parish Magazine. Either
email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy at 69,
The Street, Ash
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Ash Horticultural Society
Spring Mini Show 7th May 2022
It was great to see the Village Hall alive again with lovely displays of
flowers, pot plants, vegetables, and flower arrangements.
Members and visitors were able to meet up and talk over a cup of tea and
café. We raised £70 for the Disaster Emergency Committee’s Appeal for
Ukraine.
Gary Bradbury
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Hills Court Nature Path
The rain and warmth has resulted in the nature path looking lush and
green and full of a diversity of plants, insects and birds. The species
count for May was 34 which included Dunnock, May Flies, Greater
Stitchwort, Light Brown Apple Moth, Green Woodpecker, Speckled Wood
Butterfly and the Buffish Mining Bee (pictured below).

The species count
for June was in
excess of 43 including Whitethroat, Kestrel, Wren with two young
Scorpion Fly, Six-spot Burnet Moth larva, 22-spot Ladybird, Thick-legged
14

Flower Beetle, Common Lizard, Hop Trefoil, Ground Ivy, Hedge
Woundwort and the following:
Drinker Moth Caterpillar

Azure Damselfly

Bronze Shield Bug

The pictures below are awaiting identification but “If You Know - Let US know.”

Email us at
ashnaturepath@gmail.com

Pearl Thorne
15
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Future Concerts at Goodnestone
Friday 8th July 7.30pm: A Night at the Musicals - Catherine Futcher
Oliver Futcher
Catherine is a great supporter of Goodnestone Music and it is wonderful to
have her singing for us again. She will be joined by her son Oliver, who is
studying Musical Theatre at Trinity. Together they will be exploring the world
of musicals, this will be a brilliant evening with lots of favourites from
musicals over the years. No need to buy a ticket, just come along and there
will be a retiring collection.
Sunday 17th July 3pm: Piano Recital - Tim Frost.
Tim played the first concert on our grand piano last August, and we are very
grateful that he has agreed to come back and play again. This time it will be
Starry Sky Cycle by Urmas Sisack. Retiring collection.
August 25th-29th Goodnestone Festival
Thursday 25th August 7.30pm: The Ringlemere Ensemble
We are delighted that the Ringlemere Ensemble are returning to play at this
year’s Festival following their very successful concert in 2021. The concert
will include the Faure piano quartet in C minor. Tickets £10.
Friday 26th August 7.30pm: The history of the piano - Benedict Preece
Benedict will be exploring the history of the piano and playing music to
illustrate the development of the piano over the years. This will be a very
entertaining and informative evening. Tickets £10
Saturday 27th August 7.30pm: Caritas Chamber Choir - Directed by
Benedict Preece
Come and hear the magnificent sound of Caritas in the wonderful acoustic
of this beautiful church. Tickets £10
Monday 29th August 5.30pm: Rags to Riches - Helen Crayford
We are delighted that Helen is bringing her one man show to Goodnestone.
This will be a highly enjoyable concert tracing the history of Ragtime music
from its beginnings through to the 1940s. Helen has performed this show at
the Edinburgh Festival and in Paris and New York
Tickets £10
Further details and tickets at www.goodnestonemusic.com or by phone
01304 841826.
Denyer Kittle
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The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Church
Happy Hours at Elmstone Church
Friday 3rd June was a special evening for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee,
which extended well beyond an hour. The weather stayed dry and the
event was very well attended, with a number of new people joining us,
whom we hope will come again. These evenings will continue on the first
Friday in the month, from 6.30pm.
Illustrated Talk and Tour at Elmstone Church - Sunday 14th August, 3pm
Tim Offord will be presenting this event for us, along similar lines to the
excellent talk at St Mildred's last year. Tim will give an illustrated talk
followed by a tour of some of the unique features of this building inside
and out.
Elmstone differs from Preston in that it is of simpler construction with
fewer medieval add-ons, though the original dimensions of the naves of
Preston and Elmstone are identical, indicating the same masons at work.
These buildings have been here over 800 years and are public spaces
belong to all of us, regardless of faith. The more they are appreciated,
used and visited by the community at large the easier the task of fund
raising for essential maintenance becomes.
Pimms and canapes will be served afterwards. Tickets, £10, to include
refreshments, will be available from Preston Village Shop from July.
Benefice Service - Elmstone Church - Sunday 29th July, 10.30am
With July having five Sundays, we are pleased to be able to welcome
people from across the Benefice to the Communion service on the 5th
Sunday which this time will be at Elmstone Church. Refreshments will be
served afterwards, hopefully on Church Meadow, but otherwise in the
Church.
Our Church Services are normally:
1st Sunday; Holy Communion, Elmstone, 9am followed by refreshments
2nd Sunday; Family Service, St. Mildred's 10.30am, followed by
refreshments; 3rd Sunday: Holy Communion, Elmstone, 9am; 4th and 5th
Sundays - no services.
Elizabeth Timms
18

The Arts Society Sandwich
The Summer Art Exhibition will be at St Mary’s Church, Strand Street,
Sandwich from 29th July to August 1st. 10am-4pm. Free entry.
Please visit www.sandwichdfas.org.uk for membership and programme
information. You can follow us on Facebook@theartssocietysandwich
William Fortescue

Readers’ Letters
As an avid walker around the Ash countryside, or what’s left of it, I do
wonder why everywhere we go, hedges, bank sides, bushes, grasses,
have to be slashed, and left in a chaotic, lethal state, for people to trip
over, and dogs getting thorns in their paws!!
Who is responsible for this? DDC? KCC?
Spring is not the time of years to cut/trash hedges, birds are still with
chicks, it’s so heartless.
It’s spring time, foot paths/tracks get overgrown! Brambles can be cut
back with secateurs, as one goes along!! It makes me feel angry and sad
too! The countryside isn’t meant to be tidy, that’s nature!!
Rosemary Murgatroyd

A Jubilee Thank you
Thank you to everyone who made the Jubilee Saturday celebration in the
church so successful. From teas and cakes to plant sales, picnics, BBQs,
informative society corners, children’s entertainment and wonderful
flowers. It took much planning and hours of voluntary work, seen and
unseen, but what a truly lovely day for the whole village to enjoy.

Christine Brown

• See Jubilee celebrations report page 25.

Who deserves a thank you for the contribution they
make to village life? Send your nominations to
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy at 69
The Street, Ash.
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Garden Jottings for July
I am sorry that Iast month’s article was missing, but I am sure you have all
been very busy and will be this month too.
If you have grown or purchased lots of bedding or extra plants such as
Geraniums, Dianthus, Busy Lizzies or Petunias to plant into beds or pots,
all newly planted items need to be kept well-watered, not a dribble, but a
nice soak every 3-4 days, if no rain is forecast. Successful plant growing
is vastly aided if you really soak the planting hole after loosening the soil,
especially in very fry periods, making sure your plants are well watered
prior to moving them into their new places. It is surprising how much
water is needed to really reach to the bottom of small pots as when after
turning out they can still be quite dry underneath. This is the reason I
recommend ‘double treating’, pots especially, as the first water will rush
right through quickly, but don’t be misled because it hasn’t soaked into
the soil, but by watering again you will see it will absorb the moisture
given on the second time.
Keep dead heading everywhere to prolong flowering. Trim roses down to
an outward facing bud or leaf joint as a way of keeping a nice shape to
the plant. In fact, any rimming should be carried out in this way, not
leaving ugly bare stems, always snip down to a leaf joint.
Pansies can be a problem for some people, but they really benefit from
being kept neat. Take all the old stem away with the wilted flower. If you
squeeze the back of the bloom you will feel a large bump (the seedpod).
This will differentiate the new opening bud from the fading flower which
can appear very similar. These pretty plants can be removed from spring
pots and replanted in other places. They do respond well to this
treatment, adding some fresh compost to deep holes, tucking the taller
growth and root ball deeply into the soil. They will respond to give a
further gay brightness to areas with some sun. Some people think to cut
all the long growth right to the base, but the plants take a while to bloom
again, and I prefer to just tidy them up and dead head and keep the
flowers to add colour to the garden.
Keep staking plants as a strong wind and heavy rain will soon make a
hash of borders with tall plants. Use 3-4 canes and string around large
clumps of floppy stems and individual support for Delphinium spikes.
Take the spent central bloom out to encourage lower buds to develop.
When all flowers have finished remove the stem to hopefully stimulate
later growth in the Autumn. Tall Antirrhinums and Lupins can also be
treated in the same way and can produce more stems of flowers and last
21

until next year. Some feed will improve their recovery if applied after
cutting back.
Keep picking Sweet Peas, which, like beans and peas, will stop flowering
if left to form seed and mature pods.
Seeds of biennials sown last month, for example Sweet Williams,
Canterbury Bells, Stocks and Foxgloves, will now be ready to plant
outside after they have grown in trays or modules. These can be planted
in the soil where new potatoes have been lifted.
Keep onions and beans well-watered every few days and weed by hand
especially onions as the onion fly will not be attracted if it can’t detect the
crop in the undisturbed soil.
I am lucky to have plenty of space to
grow on plants and seedlings but even
a few modules, pots and trays will yield
a surprising number of successful
plants.
Dahlias grown in pots can be a useful
filler for dead empty spaces where
flowering plants have died way early.
Put house plants outside in sheltered
areas, lemon and orange trees will
benefit from 2-3 months outside and
Spider Plants look good planted in pots
of mixed bedding while other hardy
house plants will benefit from a short
outdoor spell.
Keep an eye on roses for black spot on
leaves and aphids on the buds. These
should be sprayed on still quiet
evenings.
Wisteria should have any long shoots,
needed to add from the framework, tied in, but other surplus ones
trimmed back to 4-5 leaves on the main structure to keep a tidy shape.
Trimming in this way promotes flowering on the shortened stubs. Roses
also need long new growth tied in preferably horizontally to encourage
budding along the length of the stems.
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Feed tomatoes weekly and remove any large yellowing lower leaves.
Take out the growing tip when 4-5 trusses of fruit have formed but leave a
pair of leaves at the tip to draw up nutrients into the flowers to form fruit.
Lettuce, spinach, carrots, and radish can be sown where you have lifted
lettuce. Remove flowers from rhubarb crowns and cease picking stems to
enable the plant to recover and to fruit well next year.
Raise the mower blades in dry weather using the cuttings to mulch
around roses and shrubs. Mulch will discourage weeds and keep
moisture in the soil, don’t however heap it up around the stems of the
plants. Keep the edges of the lawn tidy and sharp to set off a wellmaintained lawn.
Take a look to see if you can add any more open daisy-like plants or
shrubs to provide pollen for bees and insects. Remember all types of
herbs and salvias, Nepeta, Lavender and Buddleia will bring colour,
scent, and attract bees to the garden and will aid the fertilization of your
crops if you encourage them by provision of food flowers.
At this time, we can add extra zing to the border by planting some
Rudbeckia, Zinnia, Asters, and Echinacea for added late summer colour.
These can be grown from seed sown last month or bought in containers
to drop in empty spaces.
These jottings are just meant as an aide memoire or anyone interested in
plants and gardening, but also, as I am President of the Ash Horticultural
Society, I should like to mention our meetings on the last Thursday in the
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. The meetings are a great chance to
meet other like-minded people, hear an interesting and informative
speaker and pick up some plants, often some very unusual and different
ones along with small plugs and seedlings that members donate adding
variety to your stocks.
The society also has outings to RHS Wisley and other gardens along with
a short tour every year. We have just returned from a most enjoyable and
successful few days in north Wales where we visited 6 gardens including
Port Merion and a “little train” trip around Snowdonia. A wonderful way to
get new ideas and plants to bring back to your garden.
I hope that my jottings encourage the joy and delights that gardening can
bring and may help gardeners old and new as I still find new ideas and
things to learn even thought I have been gardening for more than 58
years.
Christine Brown, President, Ash Horticultural Society
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Food Stories
On Moving to the Country
When we moved from Blackheath to Hoaden Farmhouse in June 1988,
we were alarmed at the strange noises coming from down the road.
We would wake to hear screeching birds, squealing pigs and motor bikes
revving up.
A kind neighbour explained that this was the farmer’s effort to keep the
birds off his cherries Apparently the birds and the pigs were recordings,
but a local lad was employed to ride up and down revving his motor bike.
Later, we were delighted to be rewarded by a large tray of delicious
dark red cherries. Receiving a quantity of cherries at one time led to the
following recipe which I used to freeze and serve later poured over ice
cream.
Cherry Compote
You can use apricots, plums or greengages instead of cherries, but
simmer them for an extra 10 minutes.
700g (1 ½ lb) dark red cherries
½ glass red wine or dry sherry
3tbsp redcurrant or grape jelly
1 tbsp sugar
Juice of 1 orange and rind, grated
Cinnamon
1 tbsp arrowroot or cornflour
2 tbsp water
Stone the cherries.
Place the red wine, redcurrant jelly, sugar, orange rind and juice and
cinnamon in a pan. Cover and heat gently until the jelly is melted.
Add the cherries, cover and simmer for 5 minutes.
Blend the arrowroot to a smooth paste with the water. Stir in to the
cherries and bring to the boil, stirring continuously.
Cool and serve at room temperature for the best flavour.
Daphne Chandler
This recipe featured in the Ash Recipe Book compiled by Kate Robinson, Jan
Ranjan and Kimberley Lawson in 2000 in aid of a Three Peaks Challenge. If you

have a story behind a recipe which featured in the book, please do share!
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The Jubilee at Ash
What a wonderful event the Ash Village Platinum Jubilee celebrations on
4th June turned out to be! With towns and villages all over the country
doing their best to put on a show, this simply had to be one of the most
enjoyable with so much going on for visitors of all ages. Had Queen
Elizabeth herself been there she could only have agreed that Ash had
certainly done her reign justice.
How appropriate that the church bells should ring out beautifully across
the village to summon everyone to the fun and to "launch" the Guides into
leading the parade. Perhaps that's why there were hundreds there from
the beginning, joining in the singing and then spreading out all over the
church and outside into the churchyard. Tucking into free coffee and
delicious cake was a great way to begin a day that was cleverly
telescoped into a four hour extravaganza. But who on earth made all
those beautifully decorated cupcakes? There were hundreds
and hundreds of them!
Volunteers from all over
the village I was told.
Amazing. And talking of
decorations, did anyone
ever see a more
spectacular Jubilee
display than was
provided at Ash this
time? I doubt it. I visited
several lovely Jubilee
floral arrangements in
different villages in Kent
and Sussex that week and Ash got my vote
hands down. The
planning, skill and
patience needed to
create such a stunning
arrangement of flowers
and bunting throughout
the whole building took
the breath away. For a
good week I heard the
same question being
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asked everywhere locally: "Have you seen the display in the church?
Simply stunning!"
The churchyard looked beautiful and I know that a huge effort to prepare
an area for the picnics, barbecue, stalls and performances had been
going on for days - because I saw him at it! Well, it was certainly worth it.
Inside and out the very impressive collection of skilfully made royal
scarecrows from youngsters all over Ash quickly took the eye and made
one chuckle. All seemed worth a winning prize. Ignoring the coffee, tea
and cupcakes, a host of children immediately made a beeline for the
floorspace in the middle, and this area was packed all day with
youngsters making crowns and hoping to win a prize. But then,
everywhere was packed. Between 11 am and 1pm the enormous building
was heaving with admirers of the many special displays. The Heritage
Group's large selection of photos depicting the changes in Ash throughout
the Queen's reign was a real eye-opener - and who knew so many Ash
people had met Her Majesty? Or that the 1953 Ash Coronation Book
contained such beautiful local watercolours? Up at the east end, where
had all those royal mugs, cups, plates and ornaments come from? A very
impressive collection!
With several hundred present all morning, the interior began to thin out a
little at lunchtime and it was soon clear why. The sunny weather (defying
a dreadful forecast) had drawn many of us outside to tuck into a picnic or
to join the long barbecue queue, which did record-breaking business in
aid of the Friends of St Nicholas. While some found space both inside
and out to tackle the Heritage Trail (who knew that Winston Churchill's
uncle worshipped here weekly or that the place was full of unicorns and
elephants?) an appreciative gathering in the churchyard hummed along to
our increasingly admired local choir, the Lansdown Singers. Simply
lovely. And then - well, have you ever seen the Ash panto? Yes? Then
you'll know exactly why a hilarious sketch from the New Ash Players left
us all laughing our heads off. I think the royal family itself would have
loved it!
The church was once again packed to the rafters for the conclusion and
the singing simply took the roof off. It seems to me that the people of Ash
certainly know when to turn out for a great time. But even more obvious, it
was perfectly clear that here was an event that had been planned with
immaculate precision and wonderful enthusiasm - which means it will
have been very hard work for some. Every congratulation should go to
the organising committee; the bell ringers; the flower and bunting
arrangers; the volunteer caterers; the incredibly hard-working ladies
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serving us for hours; those who organised and ran the childrens'
activities; the gardening work; all the village organisations who
contributed so much to the day's entertainment and the usual host of jobs
needed behind the scenes. Everyone. And, of course, the Jack Foat
Trust, which provided essential support. We're so lucky to have this
valuable local charity - most parishes have nothing of the sort.
The venue was simply perfect and the St Nicholas' PCC deserve all our
thanks for stepping into the breach and offering the premises, as well as
co-ordinating a combined village effort in the absence of a street party or
event on the Rec. Well done everyone - a day to remember!
Bystander

•
Ash
Heritage Group
is compiling a
scrapbook of
photographs
commemorating
the Platinum
Jubilee, when
complete it will
be available to
view as part of
the group’s
collection of
artefacts and
documents at the
centre located in
Ash Village Hall.
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Stories from the Archives (29)
Flying the Flag in Ash
What a welcome sight has been the Union Jack (Union Flag for the pedants)
fluttering merrily from its pole on the church tower during the recent Jubilee
celebrations. This particular flag was acquired specially for the occasion and
how appropriate that a new one should be hoisted on a recently repaired
flagstaff alongside the impressively restored spire of St Nicholas. This spire
is, of course, already the most conspicuous landmark for many miles around
but a number of villagers have already said how additionally uplifting the
sight has been.
National and royal celebrations have been marked by parish churches and
cathedrals for centuries with the ringing of bells. Indeed, the carefully
preserved records of this parish are full of such reminders of these
occasions in days gone by. The flying of flags for the same reason is of
more recent custom but certainly dates back to at least the 19th century - it
just happens that far fewer churches boasted a flagstaff compared with
today.
For how long, then, has Ash church flown a flag? When was a flagstaff first
installed? The tradition certainly became more popular during Victorian
times and if one looks very carefully at old photographs of our church tower,
we can spot a clue or two. Most Victorian photographs and paintings depict
the top of the south-west corner of the tower - where the spiral staircase
opens out at the foot of the spire - protruding only very slightly, if at all,
above the rest of the castellated walls. Yet if we examine illustrations from
the early 20th century onwards - or simply glance upward today - we see a
small but prominent turret in place on that corner, in the form of a protective
sangar for the flagpole and those hoisting the flag. We could make a
preliminary guess, therefore, as the turn of the century being the time when
the flagstaff was established in its present position inside its handy "cubby
hole."
Our archives certainly appear to bear this out. In May 1900 the British
Empire celebrated the long-awaited relief of Mafeking in a sudden explosion
of joy, with every town and village bedecked with bunting and flags, ringing
their bells and enjoying spectacular, impromptu parades, torchlit
processions and concerts. Ash certainly celebrated in style!
Less than a month later came news that Field Marshal Roberts - "Bobs" to
one and all - had captured Pretoria as the climax of his long march from the
Cape. The Anglo-Boer War had ended in victory with the Boer capital in
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British hands - or so it was thought. In fact, two years of guerilla warfare and
grim attrition were to follow before all the Boers surrendered, but no-one
knew that in June 1900. Once again the bunting came out, once more the
bells were rung and parades were organised everywhere. Union Jacks and
floral decorations were to be seen throughout Ash and a laurel-wreathed
portrait of Roberts was hurriedly constructed. For the second time Ash went
absolutely wild, the day beginning at 5 a.m. with a peal of the church bells
"generally acknowledged to be the best heard in Ash for a very long time."
More bell-ringing followed at noon and later there were spectacular
illuminations, a procession of fifty torch bearers led by the village band and
militia volunteers, the Church Lads Brigade and a parade of mounted floats.
A noisy mock battle between Boers and British on Poulton Field was one of
the day's highlights.
What about that flag? Mr Thomas Coleman of Goss Hall had presented the
church with a flagstaff for the occasion, together with a huge, brand new
Union Jack which, according to a local witness "floated gloriously in the
breeze" and was accompanied by a flag of St George presented by Mr
Gray. The churchwardens' records confirm this was the first occasion on
which the flagstaff was used and describes the Union Jack as "five yards
long and as big as a carpet." That's big! However, it was noted that it didn't
look at all too large when flying. New bunting for Pretoria Day was now in
very short supply - in fact it was nowhere to be had.
Later that summer, with the defeat of the Boxer Rebellion in China and the
relief of the Peking (Beijing) Legation, out came our huge Union Jack once
more and a Te Deum was sung in the church in thanksgiving for all the
Christians rescued - too late, sadly, for the enthusiastic young missionary
recently despatched from Canterbury to China and hacked to pieces during
the insurrection.
It seems unlikely that our Union Jack and our flag of St George will ever be
flown together as they once were on Pretoria Day in 1900, but each time we
glance up at either of them fluttering in the breeze during the red-letter days
of the year, we'll know that it was 120 years ago this summer when both of
them made their first appearance on a new flagstaff, positioned in the lee of
that specially constructed turret.
The churchwardens’ accounts of St Nicholas, Ash, reports from the
Kentish Gazette and photographs and paintings of Ash church have
been examined for this piece.
Peter Ewart
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ADVERTISING: Local Products and Services →

Please support local businesses by
using their services as you are able
and do say that you saw their
advertisement in the Parish Magazine!
Thank you.
To advertise in the parish magazine,
please email ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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Please support our local business by
using their services as you are able and
do say that you saw their advertisement
in the Parish Magazine!
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The Parish Magazine offers the chance to promote
your business to a warm and loyal local readership
at very reasonable rates.
To find out more or to advertise here, please
contact: ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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Please support local businesses by
using their services as you are able
and do say that you saw their
advertisement in the Parish Magazine!
Thank you.
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The Parish Magazine offers the chance to promote
your business to a warm and loyal local readership at
very reasonable rates.
To find out more or to advertise here, please contact:
ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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