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The Canonry Benefice of
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Nonington – Preston – Stourmouth

Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
Community
PCSO Jacqui Brook
Jacqui.brook@kent.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
Community Warden Team
Neighbourhood Watch
Crime Stoppers
Community Safety Dover
Consumer Direct
Childline
Kent County Council
Dover District Council
Craig Mackinlay MP
Ash Parish Council
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
Environmental Health
Trading Standards
Ash Library

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999
101 or email
101
07811 271 299
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
0800 555111
01304 872220
01845 4040506
0800 1111
08458 247247
01304 821199
01843 589266
07398 584 053
0844 8487978
01304 369314
01304 872215
0845 4040506
01304 812440

Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s Prep School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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not to publish anything she
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Front cover illustration
Based on a photo lent by Sarah
Miller of the St Nicholas Ringers
who will start our Jubilee
celebrations with a Quarter Peal.
By Pat Coles

Products and services advertised
have not been tested and are not
endorsed by the Parish Church.
Send advertising enquiries to

ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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What’s On
THE LITTLE STUDIO ON THE STREET is taking part in the South East
Open Studios in June from 10.30am-5pm on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays in June and at other times by appointment, email
info@studioartdays.co.uk or call 07856 080517. For more information on
South East Open Studios, go to www.seos-art.org
HAPPY HOUR at Elmstone Church will
be held on Friday 3rd June from 6.30pm.
For details and more Elmstone news,
see page 18.
THE ARTS SOCIETY SANDWICH meet
on Monday 13th June at The Guildhall,
Sandwich, from 7pm with refreshments
served from 6.30pm. Speaker is
Christopher de Hamel on Medieval
Illuminated Books of Hours. See page
17 for details.
THE CHURCHYARD BASH will take place on Saturday 18th June (please
note this is the third Saturday). Meet from 9am-12pm at St Nicholas
Church, Ash.
STAPLE COUNTRY FAYRE will take place on Sunday 26th June. Entry is
£2, 50p for children (under 12), £1 senior citizen or £5 a family ticket.
Ash Horticultural Society meet on Thursday 30th June at 7.30pm with a
speaker talking on a variety of subjects.
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY meet on Thursday 30th June at
7.30pm at Ash Village Hall.
ASH BABY AND TODDLER GROUP is a fun and friendly drop in
playgroup for babies and pre-schoolers, held on Mondays 10 -11.30 (term
time) at Ash Village Hall, Queens Road, Ash

CELEBRATIONS for the Platinum Jubilee take place on
Saturday 4th June. See pages 12-13 for details.
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Church Notices
Church Services
Sunday 6th June: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone; Holy
Communion 9am, Elmstone Church; Morning Worship, 10.30am, St
Nicholas Church, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Mary’s Nonington.
Sunday 12th June: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Family Service, 10.30am, St
Mildred’s, Preston; Breakfast Church, 9.30am, St Mary’s, Nonington.
Sunday 19th June: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone;
Holy Communion, 9am, Elmstone Church; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St
Nicholas, Ash; Morning Worship, 10.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 26th June: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saint’s Chilldenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am,
Baptist Chapel, Nonington; Evensong, 6.30pm, All Saints, Stourmouth.
Sunday 22nd May: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion, 10am, Baptist
Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 26th June: Evenong, Stourmouth, 6.30pm.
An 11am Sunday service is streamed via our YouTube channel and our
Facebook page, where you will also find news and updates.
www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice
www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice
The weekly news sheet is uploaded at
www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and www.s8nicholas.org.uk
Private Prayer
Churches are open at the following times:
• St Nicholas, Ash, 9.30am-4pm all week.
• Holy Cross, Goodnestone, is open in daylight hours.
• All Saints, Chillenden, 10am-5pm Saturdays and Sundays
Other churches in the Benefice can be unlocked upon request.
*Please note services may be taking place during these times.
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The Parish Letter
Our Queen, and on Being English
Elizabeth has been our queen for a staggering 70 years. She is the only
monarch most of us have any experience of and there is much to be
grateful for in the service she has shown throughout her reign. As
Christians, the special joy has been having a queen who trusts so openly
in Christ. To the Queen, her annual broadcast is the time when she
speaks to the nation, without the government scripting it. But in recent
years, it has also become something else: a declaration of her Christian
faith. As Britain has become more secular, the Queen’s messages have
followed the opposite trajectory.
A survey of the broadcasts made during her 65-year reign reveals that for
most of the time the Queen has spoken only in passing of the religious
significance of Christmas. But for the past 21 years, her messages have
taken on a different tone, with the Queen explaining her own personal
faith - the anchor in my life, - as she described it in 2014. In 2017, she
said: Billions of people now follow Christ’s teaching and find in him the
guiding light for their lives. I am one of them….
Our Queen couldn’t be at the Church of England’s General Synod in
November 2021, but she said, via Edward, that of the tasks facing the
Church, and I quote: One stands out supreme: ‘to bring the people of this
country to the knowledge and love of God’. Her faith is a fine example of
everyday faith, finding ways to express the love of God in word and
conduct in the course of our daily lives.
But what of the future? Future generations will in all probability, refer to us
as the Elizabethans. I wonder how we will be interpreted? I am sure we
each have ideas about this and there are many perspectives to this
question. Among other issues, one thing, to me, is apparent: The United
Kingdom as a political construct is now at its most brittle in our lifetime
and in the reign of our Queen.
After the Scottish vote against independence in 2014, the now First
Minister of Scotland said there would be no further request for a
referendum unless something materially changed. The case is now being
made that Brexit meets that criterion. And it’s not just Scotland, but the
existential questions facing Northern Ireland for the same reason.
According to Census data, I am in a minority of people in England who
think of themselves as British before they think of themselves as English
(except, of course, when it comes to the Six Nations). Englishness does
not play well in Scotland or Wales anymore and I am sad about that and
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for the carelessness in how English people like me can often talk about
England when we actually mean Britain.
My point is this: It is possible we may see the breakup of the United
Kingdom in our lifetime, meaning Englishness will become important as a
social and political identity in a way we have not known before. If so, what
kind of ‘Englishness’ would we want? What are the qualities, the values
and the institutions that would describe, if not define us?
Our diffidence in debating this so far has tended to play into the hands of
the thuggish far right. We are seeing how toxic nationalism plays out at its
malevolent worst in eastern Europe. Before the atrocities we are daily
witnessing in Ukraine, Putin made a subtle linguistic pivot in talking about
ethnic Russians, where previously the language had been more inclusive.
Philip Collins (that’s the journalist not the drummer) wrote in his book
Start Again: how we can fix our broken politics, that he believes the
Church of England, as one of the few truly English institutions, still has a
role in shaping a renewed English identity.
When historians look back on the Elizabethans, they may identify ours as
the first generation to become truly obsessed with measuring things.
Gathering data helps us to sift evidence and make sense of our world.
But it can also obscure what we most need to know.
In times of disturbance, like ours, anxiety generates nostalgia because we
can control the past with our memories, bestowing on it a glow it did not
necessarily have. And this imagined past is then used to judge the
present unfairly. We are all prone to nostalgia, and when we submit to it,
we tend to divide between nostalgic pessimists and nostalgic optimists.
Nostalgic pessimists really do think the past is better than the present,
and that any kind of change will probably only be for the worse.
Nostalgic optimists also look fondly on the past, but believe we can
reclaim what was good about it and renew it today. As followers of Christ,
we should show faithful hope. The past has shaped us, but we cannot
meet with God in the past and this is surely a hope and prayer of our
beloved Queen. In her words: ‘to bring the people of this country to the
knowledge and love of God’.
Rev David Moulden
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Deal Foodbank
A collecting bin is at St Nicholas’ Church, through the glass doors by the
font.
The following items are of the greatest need:
• Tinned meat or fish
• Tinned fruit
• Tinned/packet soup
• Tinned custard or rice pudding
• Puddings
• Long life fruit juice
• Shampoo, deodorant, shaving stuff
• Baked beans/spaghetti hoops
• Pasta and pasta sauce
• Tea or coffee and biscuits
• Cereal
• Sanitary products and toilet rolls
• Cat/dog food
• Long life milk
• Squash
• Jams or spreads
• Cleaning cloths and cleaning products
• Rice and noodles.
Thank you.

Parish Register
Weddings
Jane Hauxwell and Gavin Andrews, Elmstone
Church, 7th May
Brooke Millar and Adam Lumer, Holy Cross,
Goodnestone, 14th May
Isabel List Brain and Matthew Cooper, St
Mildred’s, Preston, 28th May
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday
2nd May 2022.
The meeting was dominated by parishioners expressing concerns about safety
and loss of property after 5 incidents of cars being set on fire in the village in
the last few weeks. There has also been significant graffiti appearing around
the village.
Cllr Mike Conolly, Chairman of Dover District Council, stated that a mobile
camera will be set up in the DDC carpark at the village hall, as soon as
possible. He would also look at lighting within the area. Parishioners are
frightened to park in the car park at present in case there is further loss of
property, this is putting further pressure on street parking.
There was a discussion around the need for frequent police patrols. The
Parish Council plans to write to the Chief Superintendent to request this.
Parishioners were also encouraged to write as it was felt this would highlight
the urgency of the situation.
Lighting was discussed in other areas around the village namely, Moat Lane
and Cherry Garden Lane, Cllr Conolly will find out what is happening with the
lamps.
Please be aware the has been a report of a cat being taken and its fur being
shaved, this incident has been reported to the police.
In response to the mass redundancies from the P&O ferries, DDC hosted a
recruitment fair with encouraging results.
DDC has almost finished inspecting homes for Ukrainian refugees.
If you are wondering about the future of Tides, recommendations will soon be
forthcoming.
Ash Parish Council is still looking for a clerk which is likely to be a fulltime job.
Speeding on the bypass had been discussed within the A257 group and it was
noted that there is no data of any kind regarding speed on this part of the
A257. The plan is to ask the police to record data of speeds as there have
been several accidents.

Contact the Parish Council by phoning 07398 584 053 or email
clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the Parish Council website
ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Save Ash Level Campaign Group Started
A campaign group has been set up to oppose a planning application for a
180-acre solar farm on Ash Level.
The size of the planned development would cover the equivalent of 102
football pitches, or from Guilton to Saunders Lane.
The group highlights points from the outline planning application
submitted to Dover District Council:
• Solar panels could be up to 4.49m high
• Construction could take 24 weeks with up to 50 vehicle movements
a day via East Street.
The group is concerned the proposal will result in the loss of agricultural
land which is home to wildlife as well as impact on views of the English
Heritage managed Richborough Roman Fort and amphitheatre.
A spokesman said: “A Save Ash Level campaign is being formed by
residents concerned about the magnitude of this application. We are prorenewable energy but believe that this scheme should be placed in an
alternative site, for instance on local brownfield sites.”
To find out more about the campaign email hello@saveashlevel.org A
website is also being set up at www.SaveAshLevel.org
The current outline planning application is available to view on Dover
District Council’s website.
A full planning application is due to be submitted this summer.

Open Gardens in Ash
Gardens open in Ash as part of the National Open Gardens Scheme over
summer include:
• Cherry Tree Cottage at Brookestreet described as “seven gardens
in one, packed with design and planting ideas”. Open Friday 17th and
22nd June and Sunday 24th July (11am-5pm). Admission is £6
(children free). Homemade teas available.
• Sweetbriar, 69 Chequer Lane, Ash. Described as a “lawn-free jungle
garden.” It holds a gold award from the Kent Wildlife Trust for
‘gardening for wildlife’. Open Sunday 17th July, Sunday 21st August
and Sunday 25th September (10.30am-4.30pm). Admission is £5
(children free). Homemade teas available.
• 12 Woods Ley, Ash. Described as a “small jungle style garden,
where the emphasis is on foliage rather than flowers.” Open
Saturday 6th August (1-5pm). Admission £3 (children free). Donation
to Plant Heritage.
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The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, Ash Branch
We made £69.20 at the coffee morning at the village hall on the 7th May
also Marilyn made £25 at St Peter’s Church, Sandwich.
We collect used stamps and old coins. There is no Community Coffee
Morning in June, but we are having tables at the church as part of the
Platinum Jubilee. Anybody interested in joining our group, please get in
touch with me (m.martinneve@gmail.com).
Marion Martin

The Anne Robson Helpline

Anne Robson Trust aims to be there to listen to anyone who faces dying
or the imminent death of someone they care about.
Calls are free and confidential. Call us on 0808 801 0688 - we have time
to talk
Please visit www.annerobsontrust.org.uk/helpline-service to find out more.

Share your news and views with the Parish Magazine.
Either email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post
hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.
11
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Join the Jubilee Celebrations
The Loveliest Tree Photo Display
The tree on the cover is beautiful in every season, but, like all Horse
Chestnut trees, most magical when covered in flowering ‘candles’. It sits at a
‘meeting of ways’ not far from the pond at the end of the Goss Hall grounds.
The flowers foretell of the Autumn glory of conkers and the ancient game of
Conquerors, played in the same way but with shells centuries before these
trees were introduced to England in the 16th century.
We have so many beautiful trees around us, Mary Evans had an idea to
include a photo collage of favourite trees within the parish, as part of the
displays in church for the Jubilee.
So, if you have a tree or a stand of trees you have stopped to admire, at any
season, please submit a photo by the end of May. We just ask that it can be
viewed from a public place. Tell us what the species is, if you know, and
roughly where to find it.
The montage will be on display in the church during the Platinum Picnic
Celebrations on June 4th. You will be able to vote for ‘The Loveliest Tree’
displayed and the result shared in this magazine and on the Village
Facebook page.

Call for Groups to get Involved
As part of celebrations we would like to invite the village’s many
organisations and societies to create a display board about their group: This
can include photos, information about how it has been running, perhaps
how it started, especially if unique to the village. Also, where and when they
meet, activities offered, costs and contact details. I know quite a lot of Ash
people also attend societies in Sandwich, so they are welcome to take part.
Ash seems to offer something for most ages and interests.
I need to know by the end of May who will bring a display so I can allocate
space in the church and also create a map so people can find the different
displays. On Saturday 4th June boards should be brought to the church
between 9.30-10.30am ready for display and picked up around 4-5pm.
Also a reminder that although the main festivities and picnics finish at 3pm,
everyone is invited into the church for the Songs of Celebration and Praise.
If any of the groups providing a display would like to nominate a favourite
hymn or worship song, we will do our best to include as any as possible.
Please add these to your email.
Pat Coles

patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk
13

14

Ash Cricket Club
At the end of the 2019 season our 1st Xl was promoted to the Kent
League (Division 5) and our 2nd Xl was automatically entered into the
2nd Xl section of that League. Our expectations proved short-lived
because of the arrival of Covid and the near-destruction of the 2020
season, although half a summer was possible and Ash CC triumphed in a
hastily constructed competition.
Last summer, therefore, proved to be the first official season in the Kent
League for both teams and was a resounding success. Consolidation and
stability in our higher surroundings would have been a very acceptable
result but both teams acquitted themselves very well, the 1st Xl finishing
just above half-way in their division after a sustained run of victories in
July and August. The longer journeys to away matches involving
opposition at the other end of the county, together with 12.30 pm starts,
certainly puts pressure on availability but our players have answered the
call in an admirable fashion.
The 2022 season has already started and we all look forward to an
enjoyable summer on the field and a rewarding social side off it. Things
are getting back to post-pandemic "normal" as we return to proper "cricket
teas" after two seasons of tupper ware! Our annual Club Day is on
Sunday 12th June, when the Club takes on an Invitation Xl raised by the
President, partly from other clubs. A rewarding day is in prospect for
players, spectators, visitors and guests. In August we take on our friends
at Sandwich Town CC at the Butts during their Cricket Week, the fixture
being our annual Pat Smalley Memorial Match. After four successive
victories, last season we finally had to relinquish the trophy, so we look
forward to another keen tussle this yea
As with all clubs, Ash CC is always on the lookout for new players of all
abilities and ages and already this season we have blooded a 13 year old
lad, while - at the other end of the scale - continuing with the odd
septuagenarian stalwart. All new or prospective players are assured of a
very warm welcome amid the friendliest of atmospheres, and this also
goes for all spectators who pop over to the Rec to watch or join us in a
glass of something afterwards.
Cricket has been played at Ash since the 18th century and in that time the
Club has enjoyed the regular use of at least five different grounds in the
parish, but today it would be difficult to imagine a more rewarding place in
15

which to perform or to watch. The pitch is a beauty and the outfield
magnificent. The aspect is sublime, especially on a warm summer's day
with a lush greensward, a blue sky, a distant church spire and the
Recreation Ground's delightful ring of majestic Coronation trees
completing the picture. "God's in his Heaven; All's Right with the World!"

Peter Ewart, President, Ash Cricket Club

Friends of St Nicholas Church Ash Art Exhibition 2022

After a gap of 2 years because of you know what the Friends Art
Exhibition was back with a bang over the Bank Holiday weekend (30/4 2/5).
The Exhibition was once again sponsored by Rex Cadman and this year
the honour of opening it went to Greg Chick of Number 37.
During the 3 days a record number of people visited St Nicholas Church
to view the 538 varied exhibits; climb the Tower; enjoy the fabulous café
food; and a record 90 tried the Treasure Hunt. The weather behaved itself
too allowing many to enjoy their tea & cakes, etc outside as well as
inside. So many positive comments were received from visitors and artists
and a staggering 160 exhibits were sold, which helped to raise our overall
16

profit to a record £6137.84. An amazing amount which will be used by the
Friends to help fund future PCC projects helping to maintain the fabric of
the church. So many visitors enjoyed the exhibition and were so generous
making this our most successful one yet.
This was only made possible though by the continued help and support of
our sponsor Rex Cadman; local businesses who advertise in our
fundraising literature; Colebrooksturrock.com for doing our printing; the
stewards, volunteers and kitchen staff; bakers for their generous
donations of so many lovely cakes; and last but not least all the very
talented artists, etc. A huge thank you to you all.
Thanks must also go to our Vicar, David Moulden, and the congregation
for vacating the church during Art Ex week; and to Alison Craddock of
The Little Studio for judging the children's art competition.
For information, the winner of the Treasure Hunt was Henry Bowyer who
just pipped Bertie Taylor for the £20 first prize and all the children taking
part received sweets. The answers will be displayed in the church porch.
The winners of the Children's Art Competition were; 1st Margot RowlandAnderson; 2nd Matilda Henderson; and 3rd Madeleine Devit, who all
received suitable prizes and some sweets.
The committee worked so hard to make this comeback event memorable
and successful and I'd like to think we did. We had fun too and would
welcome anyone who would like to join us organising future exhibitions
and/or other events too. (Contact me on 813138 or Chris Denby on
812049 for details).
Chris Burnside, Chairman of the Friends

The Arts Society Sandwich
The next Arts Society Sandwich lecture will be held in The Guildhall,
Sandwich, at 7pm with refreshments served from 6.30pm.
Monday 13 June 2022
Christopher de Hamel
Medieval Illuminated Books of Hours
Christopher de Hamel will consider what a Book of Hours comprises, who
commissioned them and how they were used. They are the most famous
late medieval illuminated manuscripts, full of enchanting illustrations and
decorated borders showing scenes of daily life in the late Middle Ages.
We welcome non-members but would appreciate a £6 contribution per
event for attending our lectures. Please visit www.sandwichdfas.org.uk for
17

membership and programme information. You can follow us on
Facebook@theartssocietysandwich
William Fortescue

The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Church
Elmstone Village Fete
The fete in May was a great social and financial success with teas in the
church yard and stalls on the meadow.
Our thanks to the Nickols Family for their hard work towards the event,
committee members and other helpers, all the stallholders, cake makers
and everyone who came and supported us.
There were books, plants, soaps and cards to buy, a white elephant stall,
reiki treatments, games to play and pony grooming, which children loved,
provided by the local Park Farm Riding School.
Over £800 has been raised for Church funds.
Talk and Tour at Elmstone Church - Sunday 14th August, 3pm.
Tim Offord will be presenting this event for us, along similar lines to the
excellent talk at St. Mildred's last year. Pimms and canapes will be served
afterwards. Tickets, £10, to include refreshments, will be available from
Preston Village Shop nearer the time, but please make a note of the date
now.
Happy Hours at Elmstone Church
Friday 3rd June will be a special evening from 6.30pm for the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee, hopefully outside on Church Meadow. If wet, in the
church.
These evenings will then continue on the first Friday in the month.
Church Services
1st Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone - 9am followed by
refreshments
2nd Sunday - Family Service - St. Mildred's - 10.30am - followed by
Refreshments
3rd Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone - 9am
4th and 5th Sundays - No service
Elizabeth Timms
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Thank you, Pearl
After the building of
the bypass the old
Hills Court Road
became a ‘footpath’
but it took the
observations of one
lady to realise that it
had become home for
hundreds of species
of wildlife and plants.
It is now known as the
Ash Nature Path.
Pearl Thorne has
spent some years
recording the wildlife
and working all hours
to preserve vital
habitats. It is now
being developed for
everyone to enjoy as
a place to walk or sit
in the sun on one of
the rustic benches. A
welcome haven.
Stewart Farmer (neighbour and helper)

Who deserves at thank you for the contribution they
make to village life? Send your nominations to
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy at 69
The Street, Ash.
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Food Stories
Simple but impressive sausage rolls
This isn’t an old family recipe handed down through the generations, nor is
it really baking in the truest sense of the word – purists would say it’s just
assembling a few ingredients. However, if you want to make something
simple, quick and tasty that passes the home-made test, this might just be
the recipe for you. These will go down very well at any jubilee picnic.
320g jus-rol puff pastry ready rolled sheet
One pack of 8 sausages (I like Cumberland sausage or pork and apple)
One tablespoon red onion chutney (I use Tesco Finest)
One tablespoon milk
Sesame seeds
Heat oven to 200 degrees
Unroll the puff pastry roll, keeping it on the greaseproof paper and place it
on a baking tray. Put to one side.
Remove the skin from the sausages and discard it (this is less messy
than it sounds). Put the meat in a bowl and use a fork to mash the meat
roughly. Add the red onion chutney and mix well.
Cut the pastry in half lengthways and put half the meat mixture along the
centre of one half taking care to spread the mixture evenly. Fold the side
of the pastry nearest to you over the sausage meat and then fold the
other side towards you so that the meat is completely covered. Pinch the
sides together and gently turn over so that the join is on the bottom.
Gently rub a little milk along the whole of the top of the pastry roll and
sprinkle with sesame seeds.
Repeat the above step with the other half of the pastry and the remaining
meat mixture.
Cut the two rolls into whatever size sausage rolls you would like – these
are quite filling so about 3 inches is perfect. Spread the rolls out on the
baking tray, still on the greaseproof paper (will help with the washing up!).
If you have time you can put them in the fridge for 15 minutes to firm them
up before cooking but it’s not strictly necessary and they can go straight
into the heated oven.Cook for 20 minutes or until golden – delicious hot or
cold!
Lynne Ewart

Editor’s Note: With typical modesty, Lynne underplays the deliciousness
of these sausage roll delights which I experienced first hand at a recent
wine and wisdom. Sensational! I am assured these are a staple at Ewart
family events and celebrations.
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Stories from the Archives (28)
Tragedy in New Street
Behind every entry in a parish church register, whether it be a baptism, a
marriage or a burial, there is a human story. Behind a pair of entries
containing two identical names only a few days apart there is surely the
suggestion of a particularly unusual story, and when those two entries
both refer to burials, we can be certain there's something here worth
looking into more closely.
Such was the case when the writer came across the burial in Ash
churchyard of Elizabeth Hook on 29th August 1841, followed on 3rd
September by the interment of ... Elizabeth Hook. Was this the same
entry, perhaps repeated in error? Or some other clerical anomaly? No these were two different people. The age of each of the deceased was
recorded, the first being 86 and the second only 19 years. Further
investigation into the circumstances which gave rise to such a strange
sequence revealed a local tragedy characterised by sadness, despair and
no little pathos.
Paul Hook, 61, and his wife and three daughters lived in New Street Row,
Ash and Paul's elderly mother nearby in New Street Cottage. Their middle
daughter, Elizabeth, worked as a servant in the household of Dr Richard
Emmerson and his wife in Harnett Street, Sandwich but on 21st June she
left their service - and was never seen alive again. Unsurprisingly, her
disappearance caused worry in the family, then consternation locally until,
eventually, "very great excitement prevailed in Ash and the surrounding
neighbourhood."
Not until harvest had begun some two months later was there any clue
regarding her disappearance. Some reapers working in a wheat field on
20th August suddenly came upon Elizabeth's body and Mr Delasaux, the
Canterbury coroner, was contacted immediately. As usual, he convened a
jury to assemble in a local public house - the Red Lion was chosen - and
when he arrived he had to push his way through a throng of people in the
Street, all anxious to gain entrance to the already crowded room set aside
for the inquest. The jury was sworn in and their duties explained but
instead of viewing the body in the pub itself - the usual arrangement they were required to cross the road to perform this duty because
Elizabeth's remains had been "deposited in a shell in a dead-house
adjoining the parish church." After viewing the corpse, the whole party,
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including several county magistrates, traipsed back to
the Lion (or Red Lion, as it then was) to hear the witness statements.
Elizabeth's mother and sister testified to her having been in good spirits
before her disappearance, as did others. However, since the gruesome
discovery there had been intense local speculation that Elizabeth may
have taken her own life, a note having been found in her bag bearing the
words "arsenic, poison." Two letters found upon her person made it clear
that a fellow servant who had since left Sandwich to marry someone
named McKee was aware that Elizabeth was contemplating the awful
deed. Mrs McKee must be found and questioned, so the inquest was
adjourned for a week, this interval also enabling Drs Elgar and Sladden to
carry out a post mortem. All assembled, therefore, once more on the 31st
- but the letter to Mrs McKee in London had not arrived in time, so no
questioning was possible that day, but the surgeons were able to confirm
that arsenic poisoning had been the cause of death. Another adjournment
of two days led to a constable being despatched to London - but when he
got there, Mrs McKee was already on her way down to Ash!
At the third attempt, all were present - and so was an even larger
attendance, with "excitement increased to a feverish height." Mrs McKee
had left her service on 8th July, weeks after the disappearance. She
confirmed Elizabeth had confided in her that she intended to "make away
with herself" and was procuring some poison. But why? Because
Elizabeth believed she was pregnant "and a certain circumstance ... was
to be made known to her mistress, which was of a nature likely to cause
her to be very uncomfortable." Elizabeth had cried bitterly "and betrayed
evident dejection of spirits."
In a lengthy summing up to the jury, Delasaux emphasised the obvious
facts - death was by poison and it was suicide. The jury must decide
whether the deceased had been of unsound mind, in which case they
must return a verdict of "insanity." If not, then it was a clear case
of felo de se - a crime in 1841. He cautioned them strongly against
deciding on insanity merely from evidence of dejection or melancholy,
which everyone passes through at some stage. Insanity must mean she
was incapable of knowing what she was doing and there had been no
evidence at the inquest of madness. In half an hour the verdict was
returned: "Elizabeth Hook died from taking poison, being at the time in a
state of mental derangement." Well, was that insanity or not? Had the jury
sat on the fence? The term was indeed used in such cases but it appears
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they may have veered as far from the coroner's directions as they dared
without concluding Elizabeth was insane.
The following day, poor Elizabeth's remains were finally laid to rest in our
churchyard a full fortnight after their discovery. But what of the other
Elizabeth Hook? Genealogical research demonstrates clearly that she
was young Elizabeth's paternal grandmother. We don't know her reaction
to her granddaughter's disappearance but we can guess. For weeks she
endured the worry and suspense of not knowing what had happened but
the discovery of the body on 20th August must surely have been decisive.
It seems likely that she lived until the day of the first hearing four days
later but probably succumbed some time after its adjournment, when the
girl's suicide seemed highly probable. She certainly died before the
second hearing because she was interred in the churchyard two days
beforehand - and just five days before the 19 year old Elizabeth. How
sad.
Two simple entries among many in a parish register - one name and two
dates. And as we've seen, there was, after all, a story worth investigating.
Sources used for this piece include the Ash baptism and burial
registers, decennial census returns and the Kentish Gazette.
Considerable Ash coverage in this newspaper is held at the Ash
Heritage Centre, which is open to visitors and researchers on
Saturdays, 10 am to noon. For membership enquiries, write
to ashheritagegroup@gmail.com and visit the AHG Facebook page
at Facebook.com/AshHeritageGroup.
Peter Ewart

Share your news and views with the Parish Magazine.
Either email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post
hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Please support local businesses by
using their services as you are able and
do say that you saw their advertisement
in the Parish Magazine!
Thank you.
To advertise in the parish magazine,
please email ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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Please support our local business by
using their services as you are able and
do say that you saw their advertisement
in the Parish Magazine!
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The Parish Magazine offers the chance to promote
your business to a warm and loyal local readership
at very reasonable rates.
To find out more or to advertise here, please
contact: ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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Please support local businesses by
using their services as you are able
and do say that you saw their
advertisement in the Parish Magazine!
Thank you.
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The Parish Magazine offers the chance to promote
your business to a warm and loyal local readership at
very reasonable rates.
To find out more or to advertise here, please contact:
ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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