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This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We 

welcome items from individuals and 
village organisations. All items 
should come with a note of the 
contributor’s name. The editor 

reserves the right both to edit and 
not to publish anything she 

receives. Items on church matters 
do not represent the official position 

of the Church of England. 

 

Email copy for the next edition by 
Wednesday 14 March to 

 Rebecca Smith at 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 

post to Pat Coles at 116 The 
Street, Ash CT3 2AA. 

Products and services advertised 
have not been tested and are not 
endorsed by the Parish Church. 

Send advertising enquiries to 
agfoat@gmail.com  

Front cover illustration:  
Wood Anemones by Pat Coles. 
For details, see page 31 

Magazine Subscription  
 
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine! 
To arrange to a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rosemary Lines on 01304 
812524. 

 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
mailto:agfoat@gmail.com
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What’s On  
 
THE BIG HALL QUIZ is on Saturday 2nd March at Ash Village Hall from 7pm. 
See page 14 for details. 
 
ASH TODDLER GROUP meet on Mondays 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th  March in 
Ash Village Hall from 10am-11.30am. See poster page 32 for details. 
 

ASH PARISH COUNCIL will meet at 7.30pm on Monday 4th March, 7.30pm, 
The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road, Ash. Visit 
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk for details.  
 
ASH HERITAGE GROUP is holding an illustrated talk, Bygone Ash, 
presented by Peter Ewart and Cressida Williams, on Thursday 7th March. 
See poster on page 28 for details. 
 
ASH BROWNIES AND GUIDES are running the Community Coffee Morning 
at Ash Village Hall on Saturday 9th March from 10.30am-12pm. There will be 
refreshments, cakes, raffle, competitions and a display about Guiding and 
what it can offer. 
 
ASH WI meet on Thursday 14th March at the Village Hall from 7.30pm when 
Sheila Caulfield, a colour consultant, is the speaker. See page 15 for more 
details. 
 
ST NICHOLAS CHURCH FLOWER ARRANGING TEAM. Annual rota 
planning meeting Wednesday 20th March, 10am in the vestry. Any flower 
lovers who would be interested in joining the team, full support given, 
contact Christine on 01304 812651.  
  

ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on 
Tuesdays 6th and 20th March from 2-4pm. 
 
THE CHURCHYARD BASH is back. Volunteers interested in keeping the 
parish graveyard mown and swept will meet on March 24th. See page 9 for 
details. 
 
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY will meet on Thursday 28th March at 
7.30pm in Ash Village Hall. Sarah Rogers will give a talk on Riverhill 
Himalayan Garden (which members will be visiting in June). The 
competition will be a vase (your vase) of daffodils. 
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Useful Contacts 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 
Community PCSO Kerry Skirrow or  

Michael Bolt      101 or email 
Kerry.skirrow@kent.pnn.police.uk   
Michael.bolt1@kent.pnn.police.uk 

   Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 
   Community Warden Team  07811 271 299 
   Neighbourhood Watch   Martin Porter - email 
   porter118@btinternet.com  

Crime Stoppers    0800 555111 
   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Consumer Direct    01845 4040506 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council   08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 
   Craig Mackinlay  MP   01843 589266 
   Ash Parish Council Clerk   01304 832909 
   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 
   Ash Village Hall Enquiries  01304 851967 

Environmental Health   01304 872215 
   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 

Ash Library     01304 812440 

Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111 or www.nhs.uk  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 

Education  KCC Area Office    03000 414141 
   Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faith’s School    01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology School  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwood School  01304 613286 

Transport  National Rail TrainTracker™  0871 2004950 
   Stagecoach East Kent Ltd  0845 6002299 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 

mailto:porter118@btinternet.com
http://www.nhs.uk/
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The Parish Letter 
 
Strongman, despot and oppressor Robert Mugabe was forced from office 
in late 2017 after a 37-year rule - Prime Minister of Zimbabwe from 1980 
to 1987 and then as President from 1987 to 2017.  
This left the Zimbabwean economy in ruins and his removal from office 
was supposed to be Zimbabwe’s chance of a fresh start.  
His ouster sparked celebrations in the streets and hopes of a recovery for 
the resource-rich nation. But new leader Emmerson Mnangagwa has 
failed to deliver on his promises of a revival. The country suffers from 
spiralling inflation, violent protests, and chronic shortages of foreign 
exchange.  
Sadly, from what we can gather from the media, Zimbabwe is revisiting 
the authoritarianism that was the hallmark of Mugabe's regime. 
Thankfully, it is harder to find ‘out and out’ dictators today – Kim Jong-un 
comes to mind – but, perhaps arguably, the grooves of authoritarianism 
are deepening across the world.  
Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Abdul Fatah Al-Sisi, 
Rodrigo Duterte, among many others, project images of hard-line 
certainty. The cult of personality is back in fashion – something, as we 
have seen in the United States, which can be nurtured in democratic 
societies as well as any. 
The modern authoritarian pays lip service to the political and civic 
institutions which surround him (sorry ladies - it is rarely her). In Xi’s case, 
even the Chinese Communist Party has been made subservient to his 
plans.  
Functioning institutions are less important than cleverly crafted images of 
strength.  
If most of the power rests in one person, this person must be projected as 
all knowing and all powerful; to reassure the nation it is safe in the hands 
of this one individual, despite all we know about human limitations. They 
must be seen around the military and their weapons, to bolster strength 
and intimidate opponents. 
This is a turn of events we were not prepared for at the start of the new 
century, but global ferment – political, economic, social, technological - 
makes insecure people crave certainty. It is easier to pin hopes on one 
person than to reinvigorate the complex intermediary bodies which make 
for a resilient, enduring society.  
In any case, the authoritarian is careful to extinguish as much of shared 
civil life as possible, because it is out of this seed bed that ideas and 
opposition emerge. By the time you read this article the season of Lent 
will be just round the corner. The office of the strong man is irresistibly 
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tempting to the pride and controlling nature of people who believe their 
own myth – precisely the temptations that Jesus faced in the desert.  
After weeks of hunger and self-deprivation, the devil gets to work on 
Jesus. He could turn the stones into bread. Like all strong men, Jesus 
could reserve the best food and chefs for his own delectation.  
While others went without, Jesus and his entourage would be sleek and 
well-fed. The angels would protect him from physical harm. Like all strong 
men, Jesus could surround himself with a loyal militia; shadowy angels 
who could do his dirty work without any attribution. And all the kingdom of 
the world could be his. Like all strong men, Jesus could threaten his 
neighbours and annex other nations. His name would be feared – and 
revered – across the world.  
Behind each of these temptations lies one sin which stares us in the face 
so shamelessly that we avert our eyes: corruption. This sly, brazen reality 
has poisoned every society to one degree or another – human beings are 
all alike – but is most prominent in cultures which lack the systems and 
the scrutiny which bring it to light. The authoritarian allows those around 
him to enrich themselves, thus fostering loyalty and complicity with the 
one in power. In the process, it destroys the bonds of trust and fairness 
which joins a nation together and shows contempt for the poor. 
In Dictator Literature (Oneworld Publications, 2018), Daniel Kalder 
spends time in the company of the writings of the world’s autocrats. 
Puffed up by sycophancy of courtiers and deluded by the lies of image 
makers, the literature of strong men is verbose, ponderous and boring 
when it is not plain unintelligible. No editor dare prune the prose of the 
boss. Their audiences are coerced into listening and the strong man need 
make no effort to inspire when the threat of punishment is at hand. 
The contrast with Jesus could not be starker. This man chose a quiet 
corner of a rural community to preach. He did not compel people to listen; 
he did not write down a sentence of what was said. The stories are simple 
and yet profound and speak timelessly to the flaws, fears and aspirations 
of human beings. They are not bound by place and culture, but continue 
to challenge and inspire centuries later. It is the language of one who 
sought not private gain, but public service. The words Jesus spoke to his 
disciples echo down the centuries, ‘Whoever wishes to become great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among 
you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came, not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.' 
This is the nature of strong leadership; the antithesis of those who grasp 
power, and want more of it, until none is left for others to claim, or dispute.  

 
Reverend David Moulden 
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Church Services 

 

 

 

Parish Register  
Funerals 
James Richard Cowan (13th February) St Nicholas, Ash 
Reverend Chris Brewer (Monday 25th February) St Mary’s Wingham 

 

Services at St Nicholas’ Church 

 

Sunday 3rd March  8am Holy Communion; 10.30am All Age Service 

Wednesday 6th March  7pm Holy Communion with Ashing 

Sunday 10th March  8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 

Sunday 17th March   8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 

Sunday 24th March  8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 

 

Services around the Benefice  

 

Sunday 3rd March 

All Saints, Chillenden, 9am, Holy Communion 

Elmstone church, 9.30am, Holy Communion 

St Mary’s, Nonington 10.30am, Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 10th March  

Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 9am, Choral Communion 

St Mildred’s, Preston, 9.30am, Family Service 

Baptist Chapel, Nonington, 9.30am, Breakfast Church 

 

Sunday 17th March  

All Saints, Chillenden, 9am, Holy Communion 

Elmstone Church, 9.30am, Holy Communion 

Baptist Chapel, Nonington, 10.30am, All Age Worship 

 

Sunday 24th March
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 9am, Holy Communion 

St Mildred’s, Preston, 9.30am, Holy Communion 

Baptist Chapel, Nonington, 10.30am, Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 31st March

Mothering Sunday 9.30am, Preston, 10.30am, Ash. Notices regarding 
Mothering Sunday will be announced at the other churches.                        
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Bell Ringing  
 
St Nicholas’ will be welcoming the Cathedral company of bell ringers for 
their practice nights on the second Thursday of each month until about 
Easter. This is because the Cathedral bells will be out of action whilst 
maintenance is being done on the tower fabrication and roof. Practices 
will be from 7.30pm to 9pm.  

 
Church Cafe 

 
The Church Cafe is held every Wednesday, 10am to 11.30am. With tea, 
coffee and homemade cake.  
A warm welcome and good conversation guaranteed.   

 

The church cafe in Ash has been running now for almost 2 years, and we 
are very grateful for the volunteers who help.  
During the course of last year, the cafe raised £750, which has 
contributed to our parish share, which has really benefited us.  

 

 

 
Deal Foodbank  
 
We are still collecting items for the Foodbank in the ‘bin’, which is in its 
usual position inside the church, next to the kitchen.  
Thank you for your continued support.  

        Jenny Taylor 

 

Church Flowers 
 
It is traditional to have lilies in 
church at Easter. If you would like to 
make a donation towards them in 
memory of loved ones, please 
contact Christine Brown (01304 

812651) or Mary Evans.  
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Churchyard Maintenance 

Thanks to a dedicated band of volunteers, the churchyard, (parish 
graveyard), is mown and swept to keep it tidy.  
They meet monthly to ensure the three acres area is a credit to the 
village, a site of solitude and a respectful resting place for our forebears. 
Newcomers, who can spare a couple of hours on a Saturday morning will 
be warmly welcomed. 
 

BASH DATES for 2019 
March 24th 
April 20th 
May 18th 
June 15th 
July 13th 
August 17th 
September 21st 
October 19th 
November 16th 

 
 Our ‘bashers’ will be encouraged to learn that, during the summer, a 
couple visiting a relative’s grave, were so impressed by the condition of 
the churchyard, that they donated a sizeable sum towards its 
maintenance costs ie for petrol and machinery. 

Denis Blaxland Tel: 01304 812 736 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy 
 
Churchwardens: 
Elmstone and Preston: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 
01304 812511. 
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054 
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804. 
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 01304 812190 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628. 
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402. 
Retired Clergy:  
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304 
812543. 
Reader:  
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249 
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Ash Carnival News 

 
Plans to bring back the Ash Carnival have been announced by a new 
community group, Ash Community Events. 
To raise funds for, and awareness of, their cause, the group is holding a 
Community Fair on 31st August at Ash recreation ground from 10am to 
4pm. 
Organisers put out an appeal for other groups, dance troupes, sports and 
music clubs, to get in touch to join the event.There are plans for craft, gift 
and food stalls, funfair rides, pony rides and children’s games. 
For more news see the ACE Facebook page at ‘ash community events 
a.c.e’ or to volunteer support, email ashcommunityevents@gmail.com 

 
Meet the PCSOs  

Our local Police Community Support Officers  are available to meet 
residents at the Ash Village Hall Library on Friday 15th March from 2pm-
3pm.  

Pie Factory Music Youth Club 

A free youth club for young people is held in Ash every Friday from 4pm-
6pm in the Ash Village Hall.  
Activities include photography, music, arts and crafts, cooking, drama, t-
shirt design, computer coding, table tennis. 
 

 
Memories of Mike: From Bluewater to the Amazon via Ash 
 
Mike Walkey (1937 – 2018)     
 
Mike was a newcomer to Ash, having moved to Cop Street some 25 years 
ago.  
He moved into the centre of the village about 2 years ago as his health 
failed, but he continued his activities whether entering his vegetables and 
photographs in the Horticultural Society Shows, winning various raffles in 
the Village Hall or enjoying his time in the Ash Art Group. 
He was also very active in local conservation work, serving as Chairman of 
the White Cliffs Countryside Project, Chairman of the Sandwich Bay Bird 
Observatory Trust and was on the committees of the Gazen Salts Reserve 
and the Monks Wall Nature Reserve in Sandwich. 
Mike was a zoologist – a fish man.  

mailto:ashcommunityevents@gmail.com
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His PhD from Durham University was on sticklebacks, one of his sampling 
sites being the lake in a quarry just outside Dartford - better known now as 
Bluewater.  
He spent 28 years in the University of London although his research took 
him to  USA, Germany, India, Kenya (interrupted by the civil unrest) and 

Nigeria (ditto). 
He moved back to Kent to 
consolidate the formation of 
the Durrell Institute of 
Conservation and Ecology 
(DICE) at the University of 
Kent, becoming its first 
Executive Director in 1991.   
DICE is now a world-class 
centre for conservation,  
His heavy administrative 
role in DICE was lightened 
by trips to Jersey and the 
South of France to stay with 
Gerald Durrell and his wife, 

Lee.   
Lee wrote “Mike was such good news for DICE, and I am sure the Institute 
would not have got through its formative years without his guidance and 
good sense!  As you know, Gerry was very fond of him.”  
And Mike is remembered by friends, colleagues and students just as 
described - a lovely man - kind and concerned about others, well-respected 
as well as fun to be with.  
He really enjoyed working overseas with students. His DICE student, 
Lianna, worked on Salt Ponds in the British Virgin Islands, important as 
feeding grounds for  Caribbean flamingos. This entailed several 
supervisory visits. Hard work, but somebody had to do it.   
Atanga, from Cameroon,  worked on forest elephants and spent all his time 
on those visits making sure that Mike didn’t get anywhere close to any 
forest elephants, as they can be dangerous and he wanted to make sure 
he kept his supervisor safe. 
Fish research continued in the Channel, biodiversity mapping and 
designing marine protected area networks in the Dover Straight, in 
collaboration with French colleagues.  
But his happiest times were spent fishing - assessing fish diversity in the 
Peruvian Amazon (a long way from sticklebacks in Bluewater). 

Liz Rath 
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Cartwright and Kelsey School  

Mini Bus  

For some years our school has ‘dreamed’ of having a mini-bus to 
transport children to school events, involving a range of activities that 
enhance the learning experience for our children eg football matches, 
swimming classes, poetry competitions.  
Currently we rely on teachers and parents to provide transport.  
The advantages of having a mini-bus for the school include - 
convenience, children experience the interaction with other children on 
the journey, a broader range of activities can be undertaken, staff are 
supported in their planning of extra-curricular activities.  
The latter were emphasized by our last Ofsted inspection, as being very 
important for the full education and development of our children. In 
addition, the school is part of a ‘hub’ of local primary schools - this is   
essential for a relatively small school and enables children and staff to 
participate in various activities that we are not able to support on our own. 

Travel to schools within the hub will be 
enhanced and easier with a mini-bus.  
Our teacher responsible for sporting activities, 
Mr Hayes, is spearheading a campaign to raise 
the funds for a mini-bus. He has been 
successful in an application to the Co-Op in 
Sandwich to make this project one of the three 
local causes they will support over the year 
October 2018 to October 2019.  
If you would like to support the project please 
log on to www.coop.co.uk to register that you 

want to vote for our school as your nominated cause, and then 1% of 
what you spend will be assigned to our mini-bus project. If you are not a 
member of the Co-Op then you can easily join for £1 using the same 
website. 
The PTFA have already raised £2,000 towards the project; our target is 
£20,000. We are actively pursuing other avenues for funding. If you can 
help in any way please let us know. 
We anticipate that other organisations within the village will be able to use 
the mini-bus - in this way we will be able to serve the community in a 
small way . 

Nick Hassall and Bill Vennart (Chair and Vice-Chair of 

Governors) 

http://www.coop.co.uk/
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Onlooker 
 
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish Council meeting held on 
Monday 4th February 2019. 
 

Six parishioners attended the meeting. Two just wished to observe and 
the other four were from Ash Community Events.   
A.C.E. plan to hold a summer fete on 31st August 2019 with a twofold aim 
of (1) promoting community spirit and (2) raising funds to support an Ash 
Carnival next year.  
They have already gained some sponsorship for the fete and the parish 
council were keen to promote the event and agreed to their use of the 
recreation ground for the fete. 
Dover District Councillor, Mike Conolly, gave his report.  
Plans are proceeding well to provide temporary accommodation for 
homeless people. Sixty quick-build housing units (the 21st century version 
of the old “pre-fabs”) are being acquired. They will be built on three sites, 
two in Dover taking the majority and one in Deal.  
The new leisure centre, including the new swimming pool, is on target to 
open to the public on 26th February with an official opening on 4th March. 
As Whitfield is easily reached from Ash I am sure many Ash residents will 
be taking advantage of its facilities.  
Some £600,000 has been allocated by DDC for stage 2 improvements to 
Deal Pier.  
This will include more lighting which I understand will please fishermen 
(and women) as the lights will attract more fish!  
The approach to the pier will be improved and an illuminated signboard, 
showing forthcoming events and attractions, will be erected. 
There was a planning application to develop land between Langdon 
Avenue and Coombe Lane for housing. This was opposed by the council 
for a number of reasons. 
The Chequer Inn has applied for alcohol and live music licences. The 
parish council are keen to support this community endeavour, but were 
concerned that the Chequers could potentially be open until 1am on some 
bank holidays, Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.  
The parish council were confident that the management of the Chequers 
would take the needs of those living nearby into account. 
In looking at the annual budget it was agreed to increase the precept (the 
part of your council tax which funds the parish council) by 2.99%.  
This is lower than inflation and slightly less than last year’s increase, 
which is good news for parishioners. 

Onlooker 
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Ash and Westmarsh WI  
 
At our March monthly meeting, we will be finding out about our various 
skin colourings and what clothes and make-up we should choose to make 
the best of ourselves; and there’s me thinking about a cheerful new 
cardigan in bright orange... perhaps not.  
Collections for the ACWW (Associated Country Women of the World) 
have now resumed so please bring along your “flower of the month” which 
must come from your own garden, for members to choose which one they 
like best by placing loose change from their purses by the “best” flower. 
The grower of the flower with the most coins, wins a little silver cup to 
keep until the next month, whilst the coins go into the collection for 
ACWW; the collected monies go to help women in developing countries to 
set up small businesses or grow surplus food for sale, to help feed and 
educate their families. Multiplied up throughout WIs in the UK, this comes 
to quite a bit of money by the end of the year. 
A number of us will be travelling to Folkestone on March 27th for the East 
Kent Federation of WI’s Annual Council Meeting. The main speaker will 
be Prue Leith. This is always an enjoyable day out with lots to do and 
see, plus catching up with many old friends from other. It’s quite 
something hearing almost a 1,000 women singing Jerusalem.   
  One brainy member of Ash WI is beavering away working out tricky 
questions for our forthcoming Spring Quiz, which takes place on Saturday 
6th April, kicking off at 7 for a prompt 7.30pm start. The ticket price has 
been held since last year and remains at £6 per person, whilst tables of 
up to 8 maximum can be booked from Sarah Stephenson on 01304 
813530 or by email at smstephenson@hotmail.co.uk; please bring along 
your own supper, drinks and glasses. If you’d like to come but can’t make 
up a table, tell Sarah and she will fit you in on a table – it’s a brilliant way 
to make some new friends in the village! Hope to see some of you there! 

                                                       Jean Ryan, President, 01304 

812148 

The League of Friends for Kent and Canterbury 
Hospital Ash Branch  
 
We had a very successful coffee morning on 2nd February at the village 
hall in which we raised £247.50. Thank you to everyone who supports us 
every month and hope to see you in March. If you wish to join us you 
would be so welcome.  

Marion Martin 

http://7.30.pm/
mailto:smstephenson@hotmail.co.uk


16 

 

Ash Society 
 
There was a high level of expectation for the January meeting of the Ash 
Society as Imogen Corrigan was the speaker.  
We were not disappointed. Imogen's lecture was entitled The First Prize 
or Why Did Everybody Want England? and focussed on the period in 
history from the Romans to the arrival of William the Conqueror.  
Imogen's wealth of knowledge and passionate enthusiasm had us 
mesmerised. 
England was not considered a soft target. The Romans came because 
they wanted to expand their Empire; they stayed for four hundred years 
and left because of Plague. 
Then came the Anglo Saxons and we learned that there was much that 
was attractive in England. It was considered to be a fabulously wealthy 
place because of salt and whelks - yes, whelks, which provided much 
sought after scarlet dye!  
It was also a place with an established justice system, a centre of 
learning, a place of culture, had an established coinage system and fertile 
lands which were all attractive to invaders.  
Apparently, even today we are never more than 25 miles from a piece of 
Anglo Saxon England. 
A fascinating and thought provoking lecture. 

Alison Stone 

 

 

Art Group Call 
 

Are you interested in joining an Art Group in Ash?  I am an experienced 
Art Tutor looking to start up a new class in the village hall. I teach and 
work in all mediums – watercolour, acrylic, oil, drawing, pastel inks, 
collage etc covering a broad spectrum of lessons.   
Classes are suitable for all ages and abilities.  I work with everyone at a 
pace that suits all levels and importantly everyone has fun whilst 
learning some good techniques developing their artist skills.   
 I also have a facility for smaller groups and workshops specializing in 
specific areas of interest including the decorative arts. 
 For more details contact Teresa Tanner 01304 812 056 or 
email:  teresatannerartist@gmail.com 
 

mailto:teresatannerartist@gmail.com
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New Ash Players   
 
We would like to thank everyone who came and supported our production 
of Robin Hood. We broke all records this year with a full house for our five 
performances, entertaining over 600 people. 
An even bigger thanks if you purchased a programme and or a raffle 
ticket. We reached our target of £500 to go to our chosen charity this 
year, Cross Roads Care Kent.  
We believe some of this money has already been allocated to enable a 
family to hire a special car for a 90 mile round trip to enable a very sick 
person to attend their grandson’s 4th birthday party. 
The main raffle prize was won by one of the cast’s relatives, who had 
come from Rochester to see the show.  
The bottles of wine and whisky, kindly donated by Gina and Graham from 
“The Volly” were won by two people from Ash. The basket of vegetables 
donated by Trevor Blakeley was won by a lady from Finglesham. 
We do hope you enjoyed the show. 

Tony Jones 

 
The Friends of St Nicholas Church  
 
The Friends once again provided the licensed bar the five excellent 
performances Robin Hood staged by the New Ash Players in the Village 
Hall during January. Every performance was sold out, consequently the 
bar was very busy and made a fantastic profit of £584.31! Oh yes it did!  

Money raised from all our events 
is used to maintain our lovely 
church and the Friends would 
like to thank everyone who used 
the bar and helped make this a 
record amount raised for this 
event! Oh yes it was! Oh well 
please yourself!  
The Friends would also like to 
thank the New Ash Players for 
once again inviting us to provide 

the bar for them and retain all the profits.  
The shows were fantastic by the way, best panto so far. 

Chris Burnside, Chairman of the Friends 

 

CALL FOR VARIETY ACTS –page 23 PANTO REVIEW –page 27. 
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Garden Jottings  
 
Celandines and Violets are special favourites of mine, but, can become 
invasive. Celandines, however, die away completely in the early days of 
summer, so do not worry about eradicating them. (nearly impossible!) 
However scented violets should be kept in check and trimmed back as 
they quickly take over large areas. 
It is time to prune roses, keep bushes an open shape, trim down to an 
outward facing bud, cutting at an angle away from the bud. Try to keep 
climber and rambler growth horizontal as they will then send up flowering 
shoots along these branches. Cut out one large old branch and train in 
new growth each year to keep roses in vigour and health. Feed the plants 
as they come into leaf.  
Buddlea and Lavatera can also be pruned down hard to promote vigorous 
growth and flowering. 
Polyanthus and Primroses grown in pots and beds can be kept 
successfully for next year if you can find a shady corner to keep them out 
of the hot sun.  
These plants naturally grow in woodlands which become shady as the 
trees leaf up. As always, it is important to get the ‘right plant in the right 
place’.  
The most problematic area is when a full sun, moist border, position is 
required as for Heleniums, Echinacea etc. I am still trying to grow these 
successfully somewhere in my garden. 
Plants are a springboard for memories of people and places, some you 
have brought on a garden visit, others from plants that have been shared 
and passed on. I have a lovely double white Lilac, which came via a 
sucker from my childhood home; several varieties of Boarder Phlox from 
my Grandmother’s garden and a pretty, double Helebore, grown from a 
seedling given to me by Pat Wilkinson amongst many others.  
If you have surplus cuttings or seedlings, they are always welcome at the 
Horticultural Society meetings held on the last Thursday of the month at 
7.30pm.  
Any top growth of herbaceous plants, left on seed-heads, should be 
trimmed down and added to the compost heap with weeds and grass 
removed, whilst lightly forking over borders, before spreading a mulch of 
garden compost. However, any pernicious weeds eg. Nettles, couch 
grass, dandelions and creeping oxalis should be separated out and 
binned or burnt. 
Plant early seed potatoes later this month, leaving just one or two sprouts 
pointing upward, in a trench 1 spade deep, a little well-rotted manure or 
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compost in the bottom would be a good addition to feed the potatoes. 
They should be set at 8 inch intervals in rows 12 to 15 inches apart.  
Onion sets can be put in now; the bed should be prepared then trodden 
down all over to firm the soil before lightly raking over and setting the 
bulbs in rows 6 inches apart.  
Continue to make the vegetable plot ready for your other crops and buy 
the seeds.  
Dwarf, Runner- beans and lettuce, can be started later in the month 
indoors. Both good additions to the dinner table, with this in mind I will 
share another memory connection passed on through three generations: 
This recipe is 75 years old and first tested by my mother in the maternity 
hospital where I was born.  
It was war time and it was used as there was no fresh salad available in 
February.   
Finely slice 6 to 8 Brussel sprouts plus half a leek, use green and white 
parts.  
Coarsely grate 1 large carrot, half a white turnip, a quarter of a large 
swede.  
Combine them all in a large bowl, sprinkle with mustard and cress. Add 
salad cream or other dressings after serving.  
We always have this as part of our Boxing Day dinner, it is good with cold 
meats especially boiled gammon. Any leftovers can be added to stocks or 
soup. 
Lastly, if you are lacking Daffodils in your garden, make a note on your 
calendar in September to remind you that you need to buy bulbs and 
plant them then.  
So I close this miscellany of garden notes and wish you a good Spring 
and Happy Gardening. 

Christine Brown 

Lent Appeal 
 
As we approach a time of joyful celebration in the Church calendar we 
ask if you might consider doing something for international relations… 
making a small but significant contribution towards greater understanding 
worldwide.  HOST’s mission is to give a welcome to international students 
in British homes for friendship and cultural exchange. Our volunteer hosts 
can offer hospitality for one day (daytime only) or three days and two 
nights at the weekend. We operate all year round and would very much 
welcome more volunteer hosts to join us.  
More information can be found on our website: www.hostuk.org    
Or email us on: info@hostuk.org Or telephone us on: 020 7739 6292. 

http://www.hostuk.org/
mailto:info@hostuk.org
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Make A Change, Become a Parish Councillor  

Ash Parish Council is calling on residents, passionate about their 
community to stand in the local elections on 2nd May 2019. 
What do councillors do? 
Councillors are the champions of their community and give residents a 
voice on the decisions the council makes. Their work falls into three main 
categories 
• Delivery of services  
• Improving quality of life for residents  
• Giving communities a democratic voice.  
There are eleven councillors on the Ash Parish Council. The role is unpaid. 
On average, councillors put aside three hours a week for council work. This 
includes being able to attend the monthly meetings of the Parish Council 
held on the first Monday of the month. 
 
Making a difference 
Becoming a councillor will allow you to make a real difference in your 
community by engaging with residents, local groups and businesses to find 
out their needs; making decisions on which services and projects the 
council should take forward; and getting involved locally to ensure the 
services are meeting your community’s needs. 
 Councillors are community leaders and represent the interests of the 
communities they serve. Local councillors have three main responsibilities: 
 • Decision-making          • Monitoring         • Getting involved locally 
 
Getting elected 
There are only a few rules to stand for election on the  2nd May 2019.  You 
must:  
•  Be a UK or Commonwealth citizen; or be a citizen of the Republic of 
Ireland; or be a citizen of another Member State of the European Union  
• Be at least 18 years old  
• Be an elector of the local council; or in the past 12 months occupied land 
or other premises in the area the local council serves (as owner or tenant); 
or work in the area the local council serves (as your principal or only place 
of work); or live within three miles of the local parish council boundary 
 
MAKE A CHANGE BECOME AN ASH PARISH COUNCILLOR  
 
If you are interested contact the council on: 
clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or 01304 832 909.   
Closing date for nominations is 3rd April 2019. 
 

mailto:clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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Advance warning: New Ash Players will be presenting…  

 

The Summer Variety Show  
 

The New Ash Players will be hosting this popular event on May 18th and 
are inviting individuals or local groups from Ash and the surrounding 
villages to take part. There is a form for you to fill in with contact details, 
privacy laws observed, plus specific details of the act offered. This can be 
e-mailed to me as it will be on the Ash village Facebook page, so that it can 
be done on line. Or a hard copy can be sent to me, my contact details are 
inside the front cover of the magazine.  
As you can appreciate, timings are important; so. we suggest the following 
guidelines:     
5 mins for an individual act, most popular songs last only 2 to 3 minutes. 
    
Up to 10 mins for a dance group or singing group to perform 
Around 15 for a dramatic sketch. (Well-rehearsed please!) Depending on 
what’s offered, we may need to limit sketches to 2, one for each half of the 
programme.      
Just a polite reminder that, as before, it will be a family show, so acts must 
be appropriate in their content.  
There will be cabaret style seating at tables of 8 to book in advance. Please 
bring your own food and snacks, though the Friends of St Nicholas’ 
excellent bar will be available just before the show and in the interval, as it 
was at the Pantomime.   
There will be designated rehearsal times for each act between 4.00 and 
6.00 on the night, so that sound and lighting etc can be set correctly and 
the order confirmed.  
The doors will hopefully be able to open to the public at 6.30 for a 7pm 
start. If young performers are involved, we will try to place them in the first 
half so that parents will have the chance to take them home if it gets too 
late.   
We are also delighted that Matthew and Dave, our professional lighting and 
sound engineers, are willing and able to be available to support this 
evening. Many thanks to them in advance, knowing how good they are!  
Full details and cost of tickets will be available in the next magazine and on 
the Ash website in April.  
Do hope that many of you will be in touch soon to take part or will come 
and support us all on the night.      
Forms should be emailed to: patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk                 

Pat Coles, Phillip and Sally Moore, on behalf of the Players 

mailto:patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk
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Goodnestone News 

Goodnestone Music 

Sunday 24th March 3pm Fair Daffodils - A spring-themed concert 
featuring Britten’s Flower Songs. 
Caritas Chamber Choir - directed by Benedict Preece.  
We are delighted to welcome Caritas Chamber Choir back to 
Goodnestone for our first concert of 2019.  
This will also be the first concert performed in the new enlarged 
performance area in the church. Admission is free, with a retiring 
collection. Caritas are one of Kent’s leading chamber choirs and if you 
haven’t heard them before this is a great opportunity to hear them 
perform.  
 
Goodnestone Festival 

Plans for the Goodnestone Festival - August 22nd-26th  - are moving 
forward and nearly all performers are now confirmed and include, 
Stephen Barlow and Patrick Williams - piano and flute, Tony and Christian 
Halstead - piano and violin, Helen Crayford and Nicole Tibbels - piano 
and voice, Benedict Preece - organ, and Caritas Chamber Choir. The final 
programme and ticketing details will be published on the Goodnestone 
Music Website soon. www.goodnestonemusic.com  

Village Cinema 
Film nights are held in the village hall. 7.30pm start Admission £3 with 
refreshments available. All monies raised go to Goodnestone Church.  
Friday March 1st      Murder on the Orient Express 
Friday March 15th   Quartet 
Friday March 29th   A Norman Wisdom Evening  
 
Goodnestone WI  
 
Goodnestone WI meet on the third Monday of every month at 
Goodnestone village hall and we're not all jam and Jerusalem. Each 
month we have a speaker from many diverse areas as poetry and local 
history. After the speaker we relax with a glass of wine and nibbles. In the 
summer we have a day out as well as lots of hikes and cinema trips. Join 
us on March 18 at 7.30pm for our next meeting and come and make 
some new friends. Contact Sarah March on 07968 297262. 
 
 

 

http://www.goodnestonemusic.com/
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The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches 
 

The committee has recently met and is proposing the following events: 
 

 Friday 5th April: 6.30-7.30pm First Elmstone Church Happy Hour - 
a NEW VENTURE. 

 Sunday 19th May: 2.30-4.30pm Elmstone Church Open Afternoon.  

 Sunday 23rd June: 2.30-4.30pm St Mildred's, Preston Afternoon 
Tea with Stalls. 

 Sunday 25th August: 2.30-4.30pm Elmstone Church Open 
Afternoon. 

 Sunday 22nd September: 12.30-2.30pm Congregation and Friends 
Bring and Share Harvest Lunch (info to follow). 

 Saturday 7th December: 11am-1pm St Mildred's, Preston 
Christmas Tree Festival. 

 
Elmstone Church hope to have another Christmas Concert in December. 
We hope to see as many of you as possible at these events. 
 

 

Contributions to the parish magazine 

We welcome contributions to the parish magazine.  

Whether you are part of a group or club and want to share your 
news, a budding artist with a drawing to show, or just an interested 
‘local’ with a story to tell, please get in touch. 

In particular we are looking for articles on the theme of ‘the story 
behind’. 

A celebration of the quirky and unusual aspects of our wonderful 
area, we want to share the things that are special in your village or 
part of the parish. 

It could be a street or house name, stained-glass window, pew or 
little-known monument.  

Whatever it is, we would be delighted to publish ‘the story behind…’. 

Please send your articles or illustrations  to the editors, contact 
details on page 2. 
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New Ash Players Panto Review 

Oh Yes It Was! 

It’s amazing the talent in Ash and surrounding are, with a huge cast 
answering the call of our village hall stage and joining in this traditional 
form of family entertainment. 

Tony Jones (producer), Penny Bernard (writer) and Michelle Duncan 

(director) are the team who gathered this  

talent together and moulded it into another 
stunning production. (Their fourth, and the 
New Ash Players’ 10th in 10 years.) 
It had it all – the goodies, the baddies, the 
dafties, the love interest and the singing 
Mother Superior, whilst we escaped into a 
wonderful world of fun in Nonington Forest. 
The cast of all ages put on such a great show with enormous enthusiasm 
and evident enjoyment against the dastardly Sheriff and his trio of 
henchmen – as sinister and boo-worthy baddies as any panto could 
desire. We were captivated by the fair Marion and cool Robin, riled by the 

Sheriff and reassured by Mother Superior and 
her nuns. 
Lively and varied dancing routines from Jan 
Anton’s dancers and cachy songs from almost 
everyone kept things on the boil together with 
chases, arguments and water pistols. The 
heroes, of course, required hep from the 
audience with singing, participation at the Bull’s 
Eye contest and the obligatory ‘it’s behind 

you’… 
It was non-stop action on the stage. Off stage it must have been frantic 
with such a large cast and so many changes. 
Well done to all the unseen heroes who got 
the show on the road – and kept it there! 
Accolades too to all the back-stage crew with 
leading edge videos at the start and superb 
visuals and backdrops to draw us into the 
show. 
Another rip-roaring success. We look forward 
to the Variety Show in May and next year’s production.  

From The Stalls 

 

 

 

Who 

needs the 

Marlowe?! 

Brilliant 

show! 

Terrific 

costumes 
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Short Story: Words from the Wheelchair 
 
It was about two o’clock in the morning and I was enthroned upon my 
wheelchair, deep below the surface of the earth. 
It was Gatwick airport and I was homing in towards east Kent from a 
Christmas holiday in America. I was surrounded by hastily dropped 
luggage we were bring home with us from Massachusetts. More was 
stacked upon my knees. 
My son had left me for a moment to go up a floor or two to fetch the car 
keys from the main desk. It was the dead of night, not long after New 
Year. The airport, silent. 
My son had disappeared upwards, not on angels wings but in a vast 
empty and silently moving lift. Far into the distance cars lay about me like 
shoals of fish, humped and still, gleaming a little, awaiting their owners’ 
return. Or like sheep dogs. Or like patient kine. Silence. 
A face quite close to the ground was peering up and gazing into mine. It 
was not far from my knees. It was elfin, clean-shaven and pale. It was the 
face of a tiny middle aged man in monk’s habit. A baby monk. I could 
have taken him upon my ancient knee. 
He said “Are you alone.” 
I said “Oh no. My son Tom will be back in a minute. He’s just gone for the 
keys.” 
“Is that quite wise?” “Oh yes, quite usual.” (Liar!) And I stared as hard as I 
could into the shadows. 
Not a sound. No drop from a tap. No scratch from rat or mouse. Or bird. 
No living thing grew from any crack in the acreage of cement floor or 
colourless walls. No cough, no sneeze, no human voice. No homeless 
tramp. No gunman, no knifer. No terrorist. Terrorist? Ah? 
“I am an Iranian,” said the tiny man. “At the heart of our religion is respect 
for our mother. We believe that through our mother runs the route to 
heaven. I will take you for your safety, back to the everyday world.” 
He was balancing the luggage somewhere behind my head. Unknown 
items seemed also to be present, following along behind us by silent 
command. Small objects unknown to me were being hung from the 
wheelchair antlers. 
So I and the Iranian hurtled along on our silent way. I caught sight of his 
face as we passed a mirror near a lift He looked sublimely happy and very 
foreign. I remembered that this was the exact date (whatever a date is) 
when Chinese astronauts were drifting across the back of the moon. The 
very hour (whatever an hour is). Good evening, foreign friends. I turned 
and saw in the purity of the happiness, upon my Iranian’s face, the 
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ecstasy of Raymond Briggs’ The Snowman as he kidnapped the little 
child and spun him into glory.  
“I want you to make it widely known,” said the Iranian, as we made our 
umpteenth chassee upward, “WIDELY known,” as the mountainous figure 
of Tom was all at once upon us, “that in MY religion we do not leave old 
ladies alone on airports in the middle of the night. We believe that, 
through our mother, runs the true route to heaven.” And he was gone. 
The keys were in Tom’s hand. “What on earth are you doing? Whoever 
was that? They’ve been so quick! My God, Mother, you can’t be left alone 
for a minute.” 

Jane Gardam, February 2019 

 
About the author: Jane Gardam was born in 1928 in North Yorkshire 
and grew up in the north borderlands. She has a BA in English from what 
is now The Royal Holloway, University of London.  
After a variety of jobs in the Literary world, married David Gardam QC 
and they had 3 children. He is buried in Ash. Jane now lives in Sandwich. 
Her first novel was A Long Way from Verona in 1971, which won the 
Phoenix Award from the Children’s Literature Association.  
She has continued to write for children and young people as well as many 
adult novels, many of which received awards and reviews for excellence.   
 

Family Treasures 

Thank you to Toni McEwan who submitted this poem, found in an old 
family photo box. 
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Parish Reflections: March 2019 
 
March harks back to Roman times, named for Mars, the god of war and 
agriculture and was the first month in their year. Until 1752 the 25th March 
was the first day of the English year with the spring equinox falling around 
this time, (this year on Wednesday 20th) often considered to be the first 
day of spring. This all relates to our agricultural heritage as the ground is 
now becoming warm enough to work and sow. As this year’s Almanac 
points out; “it is a time of considerable instability and turbulence before 
the warmth wins out in later spring”, with the weather to match, perhaps 
the idea of war and farming is not so surprising. Though I’m sure we hope 
that this year there are no ‘beasts from the East’ to surprise us and the 
birds just as we thought winter had finished with us! 
In our meadows and woodlands, Wood Anemones and Ransomes (Wild 
Garlic) are beginning to flourish and carpet the glades between old 
established trees. I like to walk the woodland that stretches from Woolage 
Green and the A2, where, by the end of the month, drifts of delicate wood 
anemones overlap with the bluebells. 
Both plants denote ancient 
woodlands, in this case mostly 
coppiced chestnut, so nutting is 
available in the autumn too. Along the 
sides of the permitted bridleway and 
lower footpaths at Fredville park in 
Nonington, the Ransomes are filling in 
the gaps between the trees, again 
overlapping with the bluebells in some 
areas. The leaves are good for 
cooking with eg to wrap a joint of lamb or to flavour a stew, when a light 
garlic flavour is required. Once the attractive white flowers come out and 
the sun shines, you can smell them before you see them!  
But the main ‘show’ for March is, of course, the Daffoldils, as Fiona 
Stafford puts it so delightfully in her book The Brief History of Flowers, 
“they form the emergency services of the floral realm. Just as it seems as 
though it will never be warm or light again, huge teams appear in their 
high-vis jackets to rescue us from the effects of a prolonged winter.”  How 
apt! 
In March 1986, The Marie Curie Cancer Charity started to sell early 
bunches of Daffodils and later small enamelled daffodil badges to support 
the work of the nurses who care for cancer patients and help their  
 
 

Front cover illustration: Open 
in the sun, closed tight on a 
dull day. A new plant starting 
from the underground stem on 
the left. Wood Anemones, 
sometimes called wind flowers, 
their scent has sometimes 
earned them the nick-name 
‘smell foxes’! 
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families. Like many of you I expect, I often buy these charity bunches, and 
love to watch how their tightly wrapped spears quickly open out and  
brighten up the room with their golden trumpets. In many places now, 
such as Sefton Park in Liverpool, people have established beds of the 
bulbs as ‘Fields of Hope’ to commemorate those who have died from 
cancer. Beautiful tranquil splashes of colour for families and friends to 
walk through or quietly sit to remember. 
The first of March is also St David’s day, celebrated for hundreds of years 
in Wales where first leeks and then Daffodils are worn as a symbol of the 
saint and Welsh pride. Lia Leendertz in this year’s Almanac, tells us that 
St David advised the Britons to wear a leek in their caps when they went 
to war in order to distinguish friend from foe. She 
then points out that “. The Welsh for leek is 
cenhinem, while the Welsh for daffodil is 
cenhinem Pedr, and so the confusion between 
the two is one possible explanation for the two 
emblems.” But, also the look of the daffodil leaves 
and bulb are similar and that the sweet- smelling 
flowers make much better button-holes than 
leeks! Though you mustn’t try to eat them as they 
could make you very ill, some people can even 
react badly to the sap. In Wales there is a 
diminutive local variety known as the Tenby 
Daffodil. The name Daffodil derives from the 
Greek, asphodel. They are known as Daffy-down-
dilly alongside other folk names such as Easter 
lily, Lent lily, lenty-cups, sun bonnets, even gooseflops or butter and 
eggs! (See Fiona Stafford’s book as before.) Slightly later than the main 
crop of golden daffs, we see the delicate, though just as hardy, Narcissus 
with their paper-white petals and a red-rimmed ‘pheasant-eyes’ centre 
tend to be more highly perfumed then their golden cousins. It is important 
to allow the leaves die back naturally so that the bulbs swell enough to 
flower again next year. There are now many scented varieties on offer 
such as Paper-white and Tete-a-tete. Both with multiple flowers on each 
stem. They were Ruskin, the great Victorian writer, artist and social 
reformer’s favourite flowers and he a huge area of daffodils planted with a 
boarder of Narcissi on a meadow that led down to a lake at his property at 
Brantwood. Many daffodils are farmed commercially along the east coast, 
especially in the fens around Spalding, our own little Amsterdam, 
especially in Tulip season. But, also in Cornwall and low- lying farmland in 
Angus. The Isles of Scilly specialise in the more tender, scented Narcissis 
tazetta, which may have originated in Spain. Many of these will be 
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prepared for Mothering Sunday - the 31st this year. During and after the 
Second World War, when so much of our parkland and gardens were dug 
up to provide extra fruit and vegetables, Churchill allowed the Scilly island 
farmers to continue with their acres of Narcissus. These Narcissus farms 
featured on Countryfile on Sunday 10th February, where they had already 
started cutting them. Fascinating to see how quickly they are sorted, 
packed and boxed by hand, and loaded on to the ferry to reach us in 
perfect condition! 
We are the largest daffodil producer in the world, with an annual crop of 
30 million tons of bulbs. For much more fascinating information, I would 
recommend, The Brief Life of Flowers, it’s an excellent, amusing and 
informative read, on a wide variety of flowers.  
So, enjoy this month’s golden bounty in their ‘high-vis’ jackets, whether as 
a charity bunch, a Mother’s Day gift, or growing along footpaths or in 
gardens around the village. Goodnestone House’s ‘serpentine walk’ is a 
treat to view too with golden heads nodding both sides of the path.   

Pat Coles          
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