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This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We 

welcome items from individuals and 
village organisations. All items 
should come with a note of the 
contributor’s name. The editor 

reserves the right both to edit and 
not to publish anything she 

receives. Items on church matters 
do not represent the official position 

of the Church of England. 

 

Email copy for the next edition by 
Thursday 12th March to 

 Rebecca Smith at 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 

leave hard copy in St Nicholas 
Church porch addressed to Pat 

Coles. 

Products and services advertised 
have not been tested and are not 
endorsed by the Parish Church. 

Send advertising enquiries to 
rebecccasmith.ash@gmail.com  

Front cover illustration:  
A small sprig of Japonica: 
Japanese Quince with Long-
tailed Tit drawn to scale. 
By Pat Coles. See Reflections, 
page 30.  

Magazine Subscription  
 
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine! 
To arrange to a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rebecca on 07443 
605873. 

 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
mailto:rebecccasmith.ash@gmail.com
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What’s On  
 
ASH TODDLER GROUP meet at Ash Village Hall on Mondays 10am-
11.30am.  
 
ASH PARISH COUNCIL meet at 7.30pm on Monday 2nd March, 7.30pm, 
The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road.  

 

ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on 
Tuesday 3rd, 17th and 31st March from 2-4pm. 
 
ASH HERITAGE GROUP talk on Thursday 5th March at 7.30pm at Ash 
Village Hall is “A Schoolgirl’s War”. For more details see page 14. 
 
ASH GUIDES host the monthly community coffee morning at Ash Village 
Hall from 10am-noon on Saturday 7th March. There will be refreshments, 
raffle, brick-a-brac stall and cake stall. Ash Guides celebrate their 
centenary this year, and hope to have a display of photos. 
 
ASH WI meets on Thursday 12th March at the Village Hall 
from 7.30pm when Bob Ogley speaks on Poets of WW1; all ladies very 
welcome. See page 13 for more information. 
 
THE SANDWICH CONCERT BAND play at St Nicholas Church on 
Saturday 14th March in a concert entitled Endless Rainbows. See page 28 
for details. 
 
THE ASH SOCIETY talk by Peter Ewart is on Thursday 19th March at Ash 
Village Hall from 7.30pm entitled Smuggling in Kent. 
 
THE CHURCHYARD BASH resumes on Saturday 21st March at St 
Nicholas Church with volunteers meeting to mow, cut, sweep and weed 
the parish graveyard. Starting at 9am a delicious lunch is provided at 
midday. 
 
ASH VILLAGE HALL Big Hall Quiz is on Saturday 28th March.  
7pm for prompt 7.30pm start. For more details see poster page 24. 
 

START THE WEEK at the Chequer Inn, Ash, which hosts Meet Up 
Mondays every week from 9.30am-11.30am.  Enjoy a free cuppa and 
some friendly chat. The Chequer Inn, Chequer Lane CT3 2ET. Tel: 01304 
273680. www.MeetUpMondays.org.uk 

http://7.30.pm/
http://www.meetupmondays.org.uk/
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Useful Contacts 
 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 
Community PCSO Richard.Bradley   101 or email 

Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk  
Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 

   Community Warden Team  07811 271 299 
   Neighbourhood Watch   Martin Porter - email 
   porter118@btinternet.com  

Crime Stoppers    0800 555111 
   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Consumer Direct    01845 4040506 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council   08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 
   Craig Mackinlay  MP   01843 589266 
   Ash Parish Council Clerk   01304 832909 
   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 
   Ash Village Hall Enquiries  01304 369314 

Environmental Health   01304 872215 
   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 

Ash Library     01304 812440 

Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111 or www.nhs.uk  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 

Education  KCC Area Office    03000 414141 
   Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faith’s School    01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology School  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwood School  01304 613286 

Transport  National Rail TrainTracker™  0871 2004950 
   Stagecoach East Kent Ltd  0845 6002299 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 

 

mailto:Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
mailto:Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
mailto:porter118@btinternet.com
http://www.nhs.uk/
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Giving to St Nicholas’ Church, Ash 
 
We are extremely fortunate to have The Friends of St Nicholas Church, Ash, 
a secular organisation dedicated to help maintain the fabric of our beautiful 
13th century church, which is a Grade 1 listed building. 
However, it costs £210 a day to run the church and we do not receive any 
financial support from the Church of England or Government for day-to-day 
running costs. Most of this amount is spent in 2 ways: 
The Parish Share – our contribution towards the running of the wider church 
and the traditional way the Anglican Church funds ministry, pensions, legal 
support and training. Through this, baptisms, weddings, funerals, services 
and festivals such as Easter, Remembrance Sunday and Christingle are 
enabled. 
Running costs – even with annual reviews of expenditure it still costs about 
£20,000 per annum to heat, light and maintain our church and its grounds, 
ensuring it remains a safe and welcoming place not only for worship but as 
a place the community enjoy. We work hard to keep our spending down and 
this is helped by all the voluntary work by our congregation and members of 
the community. 
Would you like to contribute to your parish church? A standing order is the 
most convenient way to make a regular donation helping us to predict our 
income and budget more effectively. If you would like to set up a standing 
order our details are as follows: 

Bank sort code 60-18-34 
Account number 97211516 
Account name PCC Ash 

Please put your name as the reference. 
Please remember if you are a UK taxpayer we can ‘Gift Aid’ your 
contribution and claim an additional 25p for every pound you give. For a Gift 
Aid form contact our treasurer Andrew Collings on 
ashpcctreasurer@gmail.com  All details are held by Andrew alone and as 
such are confidential. 
Thank you for considering giving to St Nicholas’ Church. You would be most 
welcome at any of our services or future events. Detaisl can be found on our 
website www.s8nicholas.org.uk or in this magazine. 

Jenny Taylor 

Carol Singing Around Ash 
In December, in spite of a very soggy evening, a small group of determined 
singers set out from the High View Oast Nursing Home, to raise funds for 
the Pilgrims Hospices. Mercifully we were welcomed back by the hosts Jan 
and Craig at the Chequer to a blazing fire, mulled wine and mince pies. 
Together with the proceeds from a raffle organised by Craig, we raised 
£280.56 Many thanks for all the support. 

mailto:ashpcctreasurer@gmail.com
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Church Services 
 
Services at St Nicholas’ Church 
 
Sunday 1st March 8am Holy Communion, 10.30 All Age Service  
Sunday 8th March 8am and 10.30am Holy Communion  
Sunday 15th March  8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 22nd March   8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 29th March  8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Services around the Benefice  
 
Sunday 1st March  All Saints Chillenden 9am Holy Communion 
                                        Elmstone Church 9.15am Holy Communion 
                                         St Mary's Nonington 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 8th March Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Choral 

Communion 
St Mildred's Preston 9.15am Family Service 

                                         Baptist Chapel Nonington 9.30am Breakfast  
                                         Church 
Sunday 15th March  All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion 
                                        Elmstone Church 9.15am Holy Communion 

Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am Family 
Service 

Sunday 22nd March   Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Holy Communion 
St Mildred's Preston 9.15am Holy Communion 
Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am Holy 
Communion 

Sunday 29th March  Elmstone Church 9.15am Holy Communion 
Baptist Chapel Nonington 11am Holy 
Communion 

 
Parish Register 
 
Wedding Blessing  
Ben Shepherd & Heather McMillan - Holy Cross 24th January  
  
Funerals  
Ann Foat    St Nicholas  February 6th  
Amanda Richie  St Nicholas  January 23rd  
Thomas Dilnott  St Mildred’s  January 24th  
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A Tribute 

    The Gardener’s Robin 

 
    Robin. 
    Early bird. 
    Waits for the click of the garden gate, 
    For the soil to be turned. 
    Would sing in thanks 
    For food. 
  
    Days he’s waited now, 
    Alone. 
    Sings still, 
    A quieter song – 
    To fill the silence 
    And for its company. 
 
 
 
    For Simon Tickner 
    Died January 25, aged 64. 

Paddy O’Halloran 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy 
 
Churchwardens: 
 
Elmstone: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 01304 812511. 
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054 
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804. 
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 0778 069 4711 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628. 
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402. 
 
Retired Clergy:  
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304 812543. 
 
Reader:  
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249 
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The Parish Letter 
 
Are we, as a nation, corrupt in our financial dealings? Having lived in 
nations where the taking of bribes was common place, clearly the taking 
of bribes in the UK is not as prevalent as other nations. But, how complicit 
are we in our financial affairs and, importantly, if we are complicit, what 
are we doing about it? 
Transparency International’s October 2019 At Your Service report 
suggests that more than £300bn of suspect funds have been channelled 
through UK banks, law firms and accountants before being spent on 
ludicrously expensive jewellery, cars, clothing, art and property. This is 
the work of a kleptocratic global elite who have stolen hundreds of billions 
of pounds of money, often, though not exclusively, from the state coffers 
of poorer nations that lack the systems and the resources to pursue 
wrongdoers. 
The levels of corruption involved are hard to establish because we do not 
know what is being hidden or laundered. Much of the instability that some 
nations are subject to is being caused by the systematic plundering of the 
common purse by cynical, rapacious, well-placed individuals and families. 
For Britons, one of the worst parts of this scandal is the role some UK 
services have played in the game. According to At Your Service, an 
analysis of more than four hundred bribery, corruption and money 
laundering cases found that 582 UK firms or individuals had helped rich 
people bring dubious money into the country. The UK prides itself on the 
service industry, but the evidence is mounting up that some of our firms 
are willing to turn a blind eye at best, and be knowingly complicit at worst, 
in the theft of money that leaves millions from other nations more 
impoverished and vulnerable. This should be one of the UK’s biggest 
sources of shame, but it hardly registers.  
Shell companies facilitate the flow of illegal money – mere apparitions that 
have no substance to them, other than to enable corruption. The outcome 
is a procession of ‘shell’ nations, that have been hollowed out by the 
avarice of a few. 
Oliver Bullough, in the book Moneyland (Profile Books 2018), has done a 
remarkably good job of uncovering the extent of global fraud. The more 
innumerate among us might be reluctant to delve into a book full of 
figures, but with an eye for story, Bullough has created a flowing narrative 
that brings a difficult subject to life. His thesis, that laws have national 
boundaries, but finance has none, shows how hard it is to bring 
perpetrators to justice without comprehensive trans-national jurisdictions. 
Some progress is being made in this, but, with the aid of professionals, 
the criminals are usually one step ahead. With Britain leaving the EU, the 
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hope must be our nation does not become an even more willing recipient 
of what Bullough calls ‘evil money’ in an attempt to do business with the 
rest of the world. 
We should take heart however; some progress is being made: The BBC 
ran a story recently about the wife of an Azerbaijan banker who spent, 
over the period of a couple of years, £16m in Harrods, bought a mansion 
just round the corner from Harrods and, with the spare change, bought a 
golf course in Berkshire. The National Crime Agency charged the wife, 
Mrs Zamira Hajiyeva, with using fraudulently obtained money, by the 
implementation of the UK’s first ever Unexplained Wealth Order. 
However, Mrs Hajiyeva and her husband, who is in jail for fraud in their 
native Azerbaijan, appealed against the conviction. Lord Justice Burnett, 
the Lord Chief Justice, and two other senior judges, rejected their appeal 
on the grounds that the known sources of the lawfully obtained income 
available (to the targeted individual) would have been insufficient to 
enable him or her to obtain the properties. They risk losing their properties 
if they cannot provide a proof of income. 
We human beings, are beguiled by, not only beauty, but also wealth. This 
is not a new phenomenon. Jesus’ take on wealth at the expense of riches 
over-riding other defining characteristics was unsparing. The story of the 
rich young ruler in his meeting with Jesus sheds a light on our Lord’s 
teaching about wealth.  
The young man approached Jesus and, even though obviously wealthy 
and of status, asked Jesus what he must do to have a life that will last. 
His conversation with Jesus reveals that the young man was also 
religious and devout; but, tellingly, his religiosity did not extend to 
following the Lord instead of his riches.  
The tale ends sadly with the young man walking away unable to let go of 
his wealth. Elsewhere, Jesus says, Don’t hoard treasure down here 
where it gets eaten by moths and corroded by rust or—worse!—stolen by 
burglars… for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Pink Floyd once sang that money is the root of all evil, but this was a 
serious misquote of scripture, (many make the same mistake as Pink 
Floyd). The Scripture actually states that the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil.  
Wealth is not necessarily an evil in itself, it can actually be, or should be, 
a good thing. It has the potential of gluing us together in shared richness. 
But, it can also guillotine us brutally in two. Currently, in the vast majority 
of our world, there is no doubt which view of wealth is winning. 
 

 
Rev David Moulden 
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Onlooker:  

A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday 

3rd February 2020. 

Councillor Mike Conolly updated us on issues within the district.  
Dover District Council is negotiating a new waste contract as the current 
one ends soon.  
What to do about Tides in Deal as ideally needs rebuilding rather than 
continual repairs but where will the money come from? 
East Kent housing Board has been dissolved due to problems:  
negotiations and discussions are ongoing to work out exactly what 
replaces it. 
Issues in the parish – 
As has become the norm, discussions on planning took some time 
especially the application for 76 houses next to Saunders Lane. Not an 
ideal site as far as the council were concerned. 
Parking charges have come to the fore again, Ash does not have enough 
car parking in the centre of the village so how is the best way to use them 
for the benefit of all. Should there be a charge or not? Due to the size of 
the carparks it is not economic to have a system of “an hour free” which 
would allow shoppers free parking but would charge people that parked 
all day. Discussions with DDC are ongoing. 
NEWS FLASH – Installation of the new playground will start on 2nd March 
(weather permitting). A completely new playground will be installed within 
the wooden fence, some of the existing equipment has been on site for 
over 20 years so it was time for a change.  
The council continues to work on a “highways improvement plan” which 
aims to reduce the speed of vehicles coming into the village, once in the 
centre of the village the parked cars act to slow vehicles down.  
By popular demand the council is to re issue the Parish Directory which 
will be delivered to every property in the village. Many of the younger 
parishioners will search for a specific local organisation on the internet but 
for those with no internet this booklet is still a valuable source of 
information on local organisations and service providers. If you want your 
organisation included please contact the Parish Clerk. 
 

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304 
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the Parish 
Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

 
 

tel:01304%20832%20909
tel:01304%20832%20909
mailto:clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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Your Windmill Needs You 

The restoration work on the beautiful White Mill faces devastating delays 
after Storm Brendan ripped through the site, 
damaging buildings, the cap and the body of 
this historic wind mill.  
The White Mill Rural Heritage Centre, on the 
outskirts of Sandwich, is an important part of 
the town’s history. Restored between 1960 and 
1981, additional work has been required to 
bring this beautiful windmill back to life, and 
back to milling! 
Now a Trust, the centre relies on the skills of 
volunteers many of whom are retired craftsmen 
to complete the delicate restoration work. 
High winds ripped apart a temporary structure 
that was providing protection to the delicate 
internal workings of the cap, taking with it the 
newly restored fan tail and chunks out of the 
main body of the windmill.  It also damaged the 
roofs of outbuildings, which house some of the 
museum’s wonderful exhibits. 
The race is now on to get the roofs repaired 
before any more damage can be done.  
A ‘Go Fund Me’ page has been set up to raise 
essential funds and get the restoration of this 
beautiful windmill, an asset to the local 
community, back on track.  
Visit www.gofundme.co.uk - White Mill 
Sandwich - to make a donation. 
Or why not pop in? The museum is free for all 
to enjoy and dog friendly too!  
Open Tuesday, Friday and Sunday 10am – 
12pm.  
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for 
updates and information on our Mills Weekend Event in May. 

Kate Coles 

 
UPDATE: No further damage by Storm Ciara, but no more restoration 
can take place while the buildings remain wrapped in tarpaulins until the 
storms have passed. 
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Ash Horticultural Society 

Our March meeting is on Thursday 26th . Julian Reed’s talk will be A 
Fascination with Ferns. And they are fascinating – not just in size (tiny 
ferns growing in terrariums, to huge tree ferns), but also their shapes, 
their colours and in their life cycles. Warning – you may be in danger of 
becoming a Pteridologist too.   
The competition is a Vase of Daffodils – good practice for the Spring 
Show. We will be collecting entry forms for the show which will now take 
place on Saturday 28th March (deadline for free entry 6pm on Friday 27th) 
see pages 18-19 and recipe below.  
 
 
Betty's Almond and Blackcurrant Tray Bake 
 
250g/8.5oz softened butter, plus extra for greasing 
280g/9.5oz self raising flour 
259g/8.5oz golden caster sugar 
Half tsp baking powder 
4 eggs 
150 ml pot natural yoghurt 
1 tsp vanilla paste or extract 
1 tsp almond extract 
7 tbsp  Blackcurrant jam (or any other jam you fancy) 
 2oz flaked almonds 
 
Preheat oven to 180C/160C/gas 4. 
Grease and line a 20x30cm (8”x12”) baking or roasting tin and line with 
baking parchment. 
Beat the butter, flour, sugar, baking powder, eggs, yoghurt, vanilla and 

almond extract in a mixer until well mixed, with no lumps. 

Spoon the mixture into the prepared tin and bake for 10 min. 

Remove from the oven and very quickly dot over the jam, scatter over the 
almonds, then bake for a further 15-20 min more, until the cake is golden 
and risen and when a skewer is inserted into the centre of the cake it 
comes out clean. 
Cool the cake in the tin and cut into squares. 
(You can also serve it warm as a dessert with cream or custard) 
Bring any extra tray bake to the Hall for visitors to try with a cup of tea! 
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Ash WI 
 
We start the month with our annual Quiz on Saturday 7th March at the 
village hall. The questions this year have been set by our very own Brain 
Box, Janet Searle and Peter Ferne who has kindly agreed to act as 
Question Master. Tables of 8 maximum are available at £6 per person 
(price held over from last year) so book yours with Sarah Stephenson on 
01304 813530 or email smstephenson@hotmail.co.uk Please bring your 
own supper plus drinks and glasses, and if you’d like to come but can’t 
make up a table – just speak to Sarah who will be happy to “join you up” 
with someone with in the same situation – it’s a great way to make new 
friends and to enjoy a dark winter’s evening in good company! So much 
more stimulating than the TV! 
Our monthly meeting is on Thursday 12th March from 7.30.pm when Kent 
journalist and historian, Bob Ogley, author of In the Wake of The 
Hurricane of 1987, Kent – A Chronicle of The Century and many more 
Kentish-themed books, speaks on The Poets of World War 1, complete 
with readings – a real treat for poetry lovers. We continue to collect for the 
local Foodbank and the competition is for Bloom of the Month. 
On Wednesday 25th March some of us will be going to the East Kent WI 
Federation’s Annual Council Meeting at the Lees Cliff Hall in Folkestone, 
where the guest speakers will be Helen Sharman, CMG,OBE – the first 
British person and British astronaut in Space, and Colin Woolgar, Counter 
Terrorism Security Advisor for Kent. This is always an interesting day out 
(away from the kitchen sink) and a chance to catch up with old friends 
from other WI’s throughout the East Kent area. 
For more information on Ash WI visit 
www.thewiorg.uk/ashwithwestmarsh or phone The President on 01304 
812148. 

 Jean Ryan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Magazine Subscription 

Never miss an edition of your favourite parish magazine and have it 
delivered straight to your door (within Ash Parish). 
Subscribe online at www.s8nicholas.org.uk and click on the Request 
Parish Magazine Subscription button or phone Rebecca on 07443 
605873 or email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com 
Proceeds from the magazine go to support the Church and its 
important work in our communities. 

 

 

mailto:smstephenson@hotmail.co.uk
http://7.30.pm/
http://www.thewiorg.uk/ashwithwestmarsh
http://www.s8nicholas.org.uk/
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Ash Heritage Group 
 
The Ash Heritage Group Talk by Mary Smith, Head of Maidstone Girls 
Grammar from 2006 to 2014 takes place on Thursday 5th March at 

7.30pm in Ash Village Hall.  
Entitled, A Schoolgirl’s War, Mary’s talk tells the 
story of wartime school life in the south-east, using 
a fascinating and recently discovered set of 
paintings by a school art teacher who set out to 
document the lives of schoolgirls and their teachers 
in paint and pencil as WW2 unfolded. Mary was 
headteacher of the school where she had worked 
(several decades before her tenure!) and the 
discovery of this unique and exquisite set of 
paintings coincided with the discovery of the 
original wartime underground shelters at the 

school. Together these two discoveries paint an intriguing and insightful 
picture of life at school in WW2. 

Robert Hudson 
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The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury 
Hospital – Ash Branch 
 
We made £84 at the coffee morning held at the village hall in February. 
If there is anybody in the village who would be interested in joining us we 
would be very pleased to see them.  
Also, if anyone is interested in becoming a volunteer to help in the shops 
at the hospital they are looking for help.  
We would like to thank everyone for their support and look forward to 
seeing you all at the next coffee morning in March. 

Marion Martin 

 

The Friends of St Nicholas Church 
The Friends once again provided a very reasonably priced well stocked 
licenced bar for the 5 excellent performances of Dick Whittington staged 
by the New Ash Players during January.   
Every performance was sold out, 
consequently the bar was very busy and 
made a record profit of £684.57.  
The money raised will be used to 
maintain our lovely church and the 
Friends would like to thank everyone who 
used the bar and helped us raise such a 
large amount.  
The Friends would also like to thank the 
New Ash Players for once again inviting 
us to provide the bar for them and retain 
all the profits. This is the 11th year the 
Friends have been asked to provide the 
bar for the NAP Panto and to date have 
raised a magnificent total of £4631.53!  
All the shows were brilliant and the cast 
obviously worked so hard to ensure audiences went home smiling and 
happy. Well done and thank you.  
On Saturday 1st February The Friends welcomed over 100 people to their 
Annual Fun Race Night on Ash Village Hall race course colourfully 
decked out with bunting and posters. There were 8 races throughout the 
evening and the winning horse owners all received a bottle of bubbly and 
their jockeys received a free drink at the bar.  
With lights flashing at the start of each race the crowd went wild cheering 
on their favourite steers as volunteer jockeys reeled them in over the full 
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length of the hall course. As the finishing line approached the noise was 
deafening and the winning horse & jockey were met with hysterical cheers 
as the course lights came back on. A tremendous atmosphere was 
created all evening by the excited crowd, helped no doubt by the well 
stocked reasonably priced licensed bar, which was kept very busy. The 
evening also included a tasty home cooked meal with veggie option; a 
raffle with 21 lovely prizes including a mystery prize (day trip ticket to 
Calais or Dunkirk for upto 9 in a car + a £1 lottery ticket) generously 
donated by local businesses, the Friends and committee members; a 
hamper for the lucky entry ticket winner; and a prize for the night's best 
jockey. 
The last race auction of horses resulted in a further £55 prize money for 
the winning owner and a bottle of bubbly for Bradley Blaxland considered 
to be the best jockey overall.  
As always, we are indebted to our Annual advertisers and the 20 Race 
Night sponsors who helped us raise a record £1920.51, which will be 

used, as all our funds are, 
to help maintain the fabric 
of our lovely church. 
Thanks also to Tony Jones 
who acted as MC on the 
night; all the hardworking 
committee and their 
partners and friends for 
their help; and all who 
attended.  
A brilliant well organised 
fun evening well supported 

and enjoyed by all who attended. 
Please note that this event was sold out within a week of the tickets going 
on general release, so to avoid disappointment for our next race night and 
our other events, contact me (01304 813138) or another committee 
member for a Friends membership form and you will receive preferential 
treatment for tickets and early preview of artwork in our very popular 
annual Art Exhibition.  
 

Chris Burnside Chairman of the Friends 

Ash Village Hall 
 

Please note if booking the hall by phone, the number is now 01304 
369314. The new email address is diary@ashvillagehall.org.uk  

mailto:diary@ashvillagehall.org.uk
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Hills Court Footpath Nature Trail 
 

Common lizards, which are abundant along the nature trail, hibernate by 
burying themselves and sleep from October to March. They may 
overwinter in groups and such communal hibernation sites are known as 

hibernacula. When the warm 
spring sunshine comes they will 
begin to appear but at first need 
to rest for a while with their head 
in the sun to warm up their brain.  
Until then they cannot move 
quickly and could be snapped up 
by a bird. Some favoured spots to 
rest in the sun include rocks, 
banks, hedgerow branches and 
logs (see photo). They will go 
back to their hole at night but if it 
is too cold they will not come out 
at all. 
The Dot Moth, rare in Britain and 
found along the footpath (see 
photo), also overwinters as a pupa 
in an underground cocoon. During 
July and August they fly by day 
and night and are attracted to 
flowers, such as nettle, 
hawkweed, thistle and rowan.  
They occupy a range of habitats 
including field or meadow edges. 
Many other creatures such as 
caterpillars will stop eating when 
fully grown.  Wriggling along the 
stem of a plant, they fasten 

themselves to the underside of a twig by a loop of silken thread and a 
small button or pad of silk.  Their skin is shed for the last time as a 
caterpillar, but underneath is another skin, which stiffens and becomes a 
hard case, which is called a chrysalis or pupa.  Weeks and months go by 
with the chrysalis remaining motionless but many changes are slowly 
taking place inside.  With the arrival of spring, the covering splits open 
and a butterfly emerges hanging on to a twig until they can expand and 
dry their wings.  

Pearl Thorne 
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The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches 
 

Easter Lilies  
 
Our Easter Service this year will be at St. Mildred's and Edna Sneller and 
her team are very happy to arrange lilies there for us. 
If you would like to purchase a lily, (£2.50 each), in memory of someone, 
then please would you let me know by Friday 20th March at the 
latest. This is because the lilies have to be ordered several weeks in 
advance.   
I regret that no late requests can be accepted this year.   
Please advise me in person or telephone 01227 722704 if you would like 
to order one (or more). Thank you. 
 
Events for 2020 
 
Happy Hour at Elmstone Church:  
 
These events will resume in April, with the first being 
on Friday 3rd April, 6.30-7.30pm and 
thereafter Fridays 1st May, 5th June, 3rd July, 7th 
August, 4th September. 
No events in October or November and then 4th 
December, at the same time. 
Do come and join these informal social occasions at 
which everyone is welcome. We look forward to seeing 
you there. 
 
We are also pleased to be able to tell you about the 
following:- 
 
Sunday 10th May 2.30-4.30pm… 
 
The Elmstone Village Fete and Open Church 
Stalls on the Meadow and teas in the church 

 
Please make a note of the date now. 
 
Further details for this event and others later in the year will be available 
in due course. 
 

Elizabeth Timms, Secretary F.O.E.P.C 
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Correspondence on Becket 
 
A note in your last edition set me thinking. A book, "The Quest for 
Becket’s Bones”, gave me the opportunity to steal enough information to 
give a talk to the local u3a.  
The book, now lost and no longer in print, offered a fascinating history of 
the search. Closure came in 1949 when Dr Hewlett Johnson (the “red 
Dean”), concerned that the bones discovered in the Quire might not be 
those of the saint and wishing to erect a memorial in his name, asked for 
a second opinion.  
This was given to Professor A.J.E.Cave, a comparative anatomist. The 
bones were taken to St Bartholomew's Hospital to dry out whilst another 
Cave (no relation) worked on the dissection of a cadaver in the same 
room.  
Professor Cave’s opinion was that the bones, some of which were not 
human, had no connection with the saint. There was to be no memorial to 
St Thomas Becket. 
His report, containing the details of the bones together with his 
assessment of the possible cause of the fractured skull, only became 
published after the professor’s death.  
His assistant at the London Zoo lived in Glebelands and is buried in our 
churchyard.  
I continue to enjoy the Ash Magazine that from the days of David Downes 
I believe to be the best in the diocese. 

David Cave 
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The Arts Society Sandwich 
 
Monday 2 March It`s Not Just Tchaikovsky 
Nigel Bates, Musical Administrator of the Royal Ballet, will explore the 
music chosen by choreographers through the years, proving that the right 
piece with the right moves and design can create modern masterpieces 
and timeless classics, from the grandeur of Imperial Russia with Swan 
Lake to the current modern repertoire of the Royal Ballet.  
Monday 6 April John Ruskin - Impact, Achievement and Legacy 
David Cross will describe one of the greatest Victorian polymaths as a 
painter, a significant art collector and a perceptive critic. A scholar of 
Northern Gothic and a supporter of the education of women, he endowed 
a museum for working men at Sheffield and, in the Arts and Crafts 
Movement, he advocated high quality workmanship.  
The talks will be held in the Guildhall, Sandwich, at 7pm with 
refreshments served from 6.30pm. Non-members welcome on payment of 
a £6 admission fee. 
 

Keeping Busy at Age Concern Sandwich 

You are probably aware of some of the services we deliver at Age 
Concern Sandwich, however some of the other things may surprise you. 
Things like: Chair yoga, Scrabble club, we host an over 60s club, Bingo 
(Monday – Friday) with cash prize bingo on Fridays, Monday Mayhem - 
exercise activities, we offer massage therapy, talking therapy from a 
trained counsellor, we have a chiropodist, hearing aid clinic – to change 
batteries etc, and host Poppy Club mental health group. Come and take 
part in one of the activities and while you visit join us for lunch or a snack. 
Our office team can assist with applying for parking permits, housing 
swaps, advise on waste collection dates and supply green bags. Soon we 
will have the Paula Carr Trust eye clinic carrying out a retinal screening 
service (doctor referral required for this service). We are also in the 
process of setting up a shopping service for our clients. 

The demands on Age Concern Sandwich are constantly growing and 
evolving, and so we are always on the lookout for new volunteers, 
because with more volunteers we can help even more clients.  Do you 
have a little time to spare and would like to find out about joining our 
friendly team to assist with our befriending service, help to deliver hot 
meals, assist with shopping or help on our mini buses as an attendant, 
please contact Gill Ball on 07735556811 or email 
agecorecruiter@btinternet.com. If you would like to find out more about 
any of the activities listed above please call our centre on 01304 614237. 

mailto:agecorecruiter@btinternet.com
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A Review: Dick Whittington, the New Ash Players 
 
After last year’s spectacular effort, we wondered if The New Ash Players 
had maybe raised their standards to an unsustainable level. But no, we 
were treated to another magnificent pantomime - Dick Whittington. 
From the moment the house lights went down and the stage lighting 

effects began we knew we were in for an 
immersive experience. The l ighting effects 
were brilliant, first with adverts surrounding 
the stage and then, in conjunction with clever 
and colourful backcloths and film projection, 
we were transported to London, The 
Fitzwarren’s kitchen, The Saucy Sally, a 
stormy sea and a Sheik’s Palace on the Isle of 
Fanet (yes,really). 
Freddie Kirchin made a splendid theatre 
director, leaving his father to play Piella (The 
Dame) in his own inimitable style with the 
most magnificent costumes and wigs. 
All the young performers excelled themselves 
including the principal pair of Rosie Steed and 
Imogen Duncan – it’s excellent to see such 
talent coming up through the Players’ ranks. 
The dancers were particularly good this year, 
especially their hornpipe on the Saucy Sally 

and their depiction of a storm at sea. Their energy combined with lots of 
fun musical numbers carried the action breathlessly forward aided by Jan 
Bell and her fiesty rats in their lively red outfits.  
Among all this razzle dazzle and youthful energy we were treated to solid 
performances by the main cast members who kept the story moving along 
steadily. We particularly liked Tony Jones depiction of Idle Jack who was 
totally believable as Simon Kirchin’s Dame’s son! (oh yes he was!). 
A mention must be made of the Chorus, who worked tirelessly throughout 
and brought balance to the evening. Their rendition of “The Twelve Days 
of Christmas” which cleverly incorporated the names of supportive local 
traders brought the house down. 
So, all in all a great show. We left the village hall marvelling at how The 
New Ash Players had managed to turn the Village Hall into a real theatre 
once again. Not just those on stage either. The Crew, wonderful bar 
service (Cheers Bill and Chris) and all their family members who had 
contributed to a terrific run. What a talented bunch! 

From The Stalls 

Photograph by Chris Burnside 
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Stories from the Archives 
 
This is the first of a series of articles based on material contained in the 
two major archive collections relating to Ash - the St Nicholas parish 
collection, dating back many centuries and housed in Canterbury 
Cathedral Archives, and the large accumulation of local material held in 
the Ash Heritage Centre. This piece draws on a source available in both 
collections. 
 
Many of us will remember the Lion Inn at the centre of the village. A rather 
quiet pub during its last years, perhaps, although the function room 
upstairs had had its moments.  For example, the cricket club's annual 
dinner was held in that room for many years from the early 1950s 
onwards.  
However, can you imagine about 200 - yes, 200! - villagers seated in that 
room with others having to stand? And an anxious throng outside in the 
Street clamouring for admission, yet with no realistic chance of entry? 
Well, this was the scene that would have met your astonished eyes on the 
evening of Thursday 23rd April 1863, had you been anywhere in the 
vicinity of The Lion.  
The following year, similar excitement was in the air, even with a strict 
maximum of 150 imposed on the upstairs seating. 
And the attraction? A grand musical concert put on by "the ladies of Ash" 
in a local amateur choir comprised of the St Nicholas church choir and a 
small cohort of prominent local women, co-ordinated and led by Mrs 
Matilda Mackarness, wife of the vicar.  
Instrumental support was provided by the St Lawrence Amateur Musical 
Society of Canterbury and these annual musical entertainments soon 
became a local sensation throughout the 1860s.   
Very high standards were achieved under the guidance of Rev'd Henry 
Jenner, vicar of Preston (and opening bat for Preston CC!) who fine-tuned 
their efforts at regular practices. Jenner was Precentor of the Diocesan 
Choral Union and a prime mover in this district of the "new" church music 
gaining favour everywhere.   
The aim was to raise funds for urgent restoration work in the church, 
including re-pewing the north transept, which necessitated shifting the 
organ to the south transept and pulling down the unpopular statue of the 
Bishop of Limerick!  The village clearly acted as one in getting behind 
these changes. 
The musical quality of these annual sell-out concerts was unsurpassed for 
miles around, leading to widespread acclaim.  Not surprisingly, with 
tickets sold out long before the performances, The Lion was soon 
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outgrown, and when Messrs Gardener & Godden offered their new, large 
hop store as a venue in 1866, there would finally be accommodation for 
all. That would do it - surely?  Not quite! The building could hold over 500 
but on the long-awaited night it was very soon full to overflowing and 
many were turned away disappointed.  
The evening was a huge success nevertheless, and the flags and bunting 
which decorated the interior, illuminated by the new-fangled gas light, 
created a spell-binding spectacle. And the music?  Encore after rousing 
encore from the huge audience brought scenes not seen before in Ash 
and which surely have never been repeated. 
From "Come Back to Erin" to "Blow Gentle Gales" or with "Auld Robin 
Gray" and "I Fain would Teach the Nightingale" (great hits of the time 
among them!) the ladies of Ash brought the house down.  
What a triumph for Matilda Mackarness, who was already driving the 
village's successful thespian performances by dragooning all and sundry 
into her plays in the local schoolroom (described in this writer's 
presentation of "Matilda's Mavericks" at a New Ash Players AGM).  
Sadly, the vicar's sudden death in 1868 and Jenner's elevation (albeit 
briefly) to the episcopacy brought all this to a halt.   
One can only marvel, however, at the continuity of Ash's "long cultural 
heritage" in music and drama.   
So - the gauntlet is thrown down!  We presently have a highly regarded 
ladies choir in Ash in the redoubtable Lansdowne Singers, who are going 
from strength to strength.  
We're therefore looking forward to the day when they attract eager 
audiences of 500 plus! 
 
This account has relied chiefly on Kentish Gazette reports of the 1860s, 
editions or transcripts of which - for this period - can be examined at both 
our Heritage Centre and in the public reading room of the Cathedral 
Archives.   

Peter Ewart  

 

Would you like to share ‘the story behind’ something special in your 
village or part of the parish? 

It could be a street or house name, stained-glass window, pew or little-
known monument.  

Please send your articles to the editors, contact details on page 3. 
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Garden Jottings for March 
 
Writing this in the aftermath of storm Ciara, I think it is prudent to take 
time to firm in the ground round trees and shrubs and ensure stakes and 
ties are secure. 
Now is the time to complete final pruning of Buddleia and Lavatera, 
cutting them down to 15-20” so that the flowers will be lower down the 
shrub. Take out one or two old branches each year to encourage new 
growth. As Lavatera are short lived, it’s good practice to take cuttings 
every few years to have replacements when needed. Hydrangea flower 
heads can now be removed, trimming down to the next pair of fat buds. 
Take out weak and old branches, but keep a good round shape. Roses 
also need quite hard pruning, keeping an open shape, taking shoots 
down to an outward facing bud, cutting with a slope away from the bud. 
All the above shrubs and bushes benefit from the appropriate fertilizer or 
feed, forked into the ground lightly.  
Raspberries that were cut to the ground last month – autumn varieties – 
or those with new canes tied in to horizontal wires - summer fruiting types 
– should be mulched with well-rotted manure or compost. 
Keep an eye on Delphiniums and Lupins and protect new shoots from 
slugs and snails with grit or wildlife-friendly slug pellets. If you have 
enough strong shoots, cut a few below ground level to grow on in pots as 
cuttings to make new plants. Chrysanthemum shoots can also be used to 
increase plant stocks of your favourite colours. 
Trim back and compost any herbaceous plants and grasses. If the ground 
is friable, you can divide old clumps and discard the old centre, replanting 
new outer sections before weeding and forking over, then apply some 
Growmore and mulch to suppress weeds 
Plant a few new flowering alpines after tidying the rockery and maybe 
adding some small iris or dwarf daffodils bought pot-grown from the 
nursery, to provide some instant colour. 
Indoor Cyclamen, Hyacinths and Narcissi can be kept for planting in the 
garden. Water and keep til they have died down then dry and save to 
plant in the autumn. The flower size will not be as good, but will add 
colour and perfume to the garden. 
Scarify lawns and fork any boggy areas, brushing lawn sand into the 
holes to aid drainage. If the weather is kind, it’s a good idea to cut the 
grass, but with the blades set high. 
Sow seeds of tomatoes and other vegetables. Plant early potatoes in 
trenches with a little compost in the bottom, with the sprouts uppermost. 
Onion and garlic sets can be placed in well-firmed soil now. Keep 
greenhouses well aired and begin to plant up cuttings of Marguerites, 
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Geraniums and Penstemons (if they are well-rooted and growing well) 
into individual pots. 
Sort out and discard any Dahlia tubers that are soft or mildewed. Prepare 
pots to plant healthy tubers next month. They will flower earlier if kept in 
pots in the greenhouse until May, when you can plant them in the border. 
At the moment, Daphne, Sarcococca and Viburnum are all in glorious 
flower and have strong perfume, and the Hellebores are taller and have 
more flowers than usual. Maybe it is the abundant rain. If so, I don’t mind 
the mud! 

Christine Brown 

March Reflections 
 
March 1st is the start of Meteorological Spring, but the 20th is the Vernal 
Equinox and for most of us, the date associated with the start of Spring. 
Ireland, Wales and Cornwall all celebrate their Patron Saints days this 
month; 17th for St Patrick, 1st for St David and 5th for St Piran respectively. 
We will see the next full moon on the 9th (and wasn’t February’s one 

stunning?) but this one 
has a number of folk 
names; Plough Moon, 
dating from a time well 
before tractors with big 
head-lights, when people 
could keep ploughing 
longer as the moon was 
so bright. Wind Moon, 
appropriate for a gusty 
month, although we seem 
to have started much too 
early this year! This is 
also reminiscent of the 
saying ‘In like a lion, out 
like a lamb’ often used to 
describe the weather this 
month. Lenten Moon and 
Chaste moon; these refer 
to the constraints that 
were traditionally followed 
during Lent, the latter is 
also linked to ‘Lady Day’ 
or the Feast of the 
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Annunciation in memory of the ‘chaste’ young Mary.  This year this is on 
the 25th. In this year’s Almanac by Lia Leendertz, she suggests that the 
word Lent “….originates in the old English word, Lecten, this means 
Spring and is a reference to the lengthening days, which are harder to 
ignore as this month we reach the equinox, when day and night are finally 
the same length.” She always includes interesting information on the 
moon’s phases and the night sky generally.  
Although many spring flowers and bulbs are already well advance by the 
end of February, we do not have flowers in church during Lent, however, 
many posies will no doubt be made ready for ‘Mothering Sunday’ on the 
forth Sunday of Lent, 22nd. Towards the end of the month on 29th our 
digital clocks and smart phones automatically leap forward an hour into 
British Summer Time, always a welcome happening! Writing this just after 

storm Ciara blasted through, I 
was pleased to find my 
daffodils still upright, as are 
many already out around the 
village and I’ve seen my first 
Blackthorn (Sloe) bush in 
flower. The bird song becomes 
even more intense towards the 
end of Feb and beginning of 
March as pairing up and 
nesting is beginning; one of our 
earliest native birds to nest is 
the Long-Tailed Tit, hence the 
cover picture, and happens to 
be one of my favourite species. 
If walking along hedgerows and 
mixed woodland, you may hear 
these delightful little birds 
before you see them; I wish the 

cover could have been in colour, as the blossom on my table with the sun 
on it was just the same delicate pink as the rounded tummy of these 
birds, their shoulder feathers are slightly darker, more of a rusty pink. 
They are very sociable birds often travelling in family flocks calling all the 
time, the RSPB in Handbook of British Birds, describes their call as “….a 
thin, high-pitched ‘see-see-see’ interspersed with a short rolling ‘thrup’” It 
is said that if you make similar squeaky ‘kissing’ noises they will follow the 
sound! They are hard to spot though as they are constantly on the move 
and when feeding may join other flocks of small birds such as finches, 
warblers and other tits.  
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Long tailed Tits (Aegithalos Caudatus) are about 14cms long though half 
of this is the tail. They are therefore not our smallest native species, the 
Goldcrest and Firecrest are both about 9cms in total. But, the Long Tailed 
Tit is the master builder of our local bird world: They begin in March with 
male and female building a delicate round structure made from moss, 
bound together with cobweb. It is lined with many feathers, up to 2,000 
have been found in one of these tiny nests! (Reader’s Digest book of 
British Birds) The outside is covered in lichen, very good camouflage 
against the branches of the thickets of bramble and gorse they like to use. 
I really like the RSPB’s description; “The result is a rather elastic nest that 
expands with the growing young inside.” I’m sure many of us have wished 
for a home that would do that! The tiny entrance hole is towards the top of 
one side and rhe female will incubate 6-8 eggs for 15 days, then both 
parents will feed the chicks, often aided by another unpaired adult until 
the rapidly maturing young fledge in about 16 days. They will continue to 
feed them after fledging (leaving the nest) for another two weeks. In a 
good season they may bring up 2 broods. Their usual life span is 2 years, 
but individuals of 8 to 10 years have been recorded, quite an 
achievement for such a tiny creature, especially as their numbers may 
dropped dramatically in a bad winter. Like other tiny birds, they will huddle 
together in groups to conserve body heat. The RSPB also suggests that 
recovery from such winter losses is rapid and that they may be benefitting 
from recent climate changes. They feed mostly on flies, beetles and 
spiders, also eggs and pupae of moths and butterflies. They will also eat 
seed and as habitat changes they seem to have learnt from the more 
frequently seen blue and great tits to use bird feeders, adapting to 
hanging upside down with the others.  
When I lived in one of the boarding houses at Sir Roger Manwood’s 
School, the extensive ground allowed a huge variety of birds to be 
observed; As the sun struck the bay window of my living room one Spring 
morning, I was delighted to observe a very feisty male long-tailed tit 
stabbing at his reflection in the glass, he didn’t seem to hurt himself, so 
having given his ‘rival’ a good telling off he flew away! No mobile phone 
then to catch the moment, but, so lovely to see one of these little birds up 
close, it sticks in my mind as a very special memory.  
Enjoy this month and as we learn ever more about our fragile 
environment, do encourage children or grandchildren etc to respect and 
observe all that we have going on around us and as the weather improve 
and evenings lengthen perhaps nature walks, bat and moth spotting? It’s 
so good that many of our schools now have outside sessions to open 
pupils eyes to the wonder of the natural world, long may it continue.  

Pat Coles 
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