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The Canonry Benefice of
Ash – Chillenden – Elmstone – Goodnestone
Nonington – Preston – Stourmouth

Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
Community
PCSO Eva Winter

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999
101 or email
Eva.Winter@kent.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council
07398 584 053
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 369314
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440

Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s Prep School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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Email copy for the next edition by
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post hard copy at 69, The Street,
Ash.

This magazine is produced by St.
Nicholas Parish Church. We
welcome items from individuals and
local organisations. All items should
come with a note of the
contributor’s name. The editor
reserves the right both to edit and
not to publish anything she
receives. Items on church matters
do not represent the official position
of the Church of England.

Magazine Subscription
Never miss an edition of your
favourite parish magazine!
To arrange to a subscription
including magazine delivery to
your door (within the parish)
phone Rebecca on 07443
605873.
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Products and services advertised
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Send advertising enquiries to

ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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Chillenden, Sunday 30 January
2022. By Pat Coles
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What’s On
THE ART EXHBITION AND SALE at St Nicholas Church, Ash, will be from
Sunday 30th April to Monday 2nd May. See poster page 16.
HAPPY HOUR at Elmstone Church will be held on Friday 6th May from
6.30pm. For details and more Elmstone news, see page 21.
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING is hosted by Ash Heritage Group at
Ash Village Hall on Saturday 7th May from 10am-noon. See poster page 18.
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY host a Spring Mini Show on Saturday 7th
May in Ash Village Hall from 2-4pm. See poster page 12. On Thursday
26th May at 7.15pm in Ash Village Hall a talk by Josh Taylor is on The
Future of Godinton Gardens. Entry £2. Visit www.ashhortsoc.org.uk
WHITE MILL SANDWICH celebrates National Mills Weekend from Saturday
7th May to Sunday 8th May. For more details see poster page 10.
THE ARTS SOCIETY SANDWICH meet on Monday 9th May from 6.30 at
the Guildhall, Sandwich. The talk is on The Studio Houses of the Holland
Park Circle. More details, see page 22.
ASH WI meet on Thursday 12th May, Ash Village Hall, 7.30pm; For more
details see page 12.
SANDWICH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY meet on Thursday 12th May from
7.30pm in the Grand Jury Room, Guildhall, Sandwich with Dr Cressida
Williams speaking on Unlocking the Archives of Canterbury Cathedral. See
page 22.
THE CHURCHYARD BASH will take place on Saturday 14th May and
possible 28th to prepare for the Jubilee celebrations. Meet from 9am-12pm
at St Nicholas Church, Ash.
A WINE AND WISDOM fundraiser for CoppaFeel will be held in Ash Village
Hall from 7pm on Saturday 14th May. For more details see poster, page 28.
ELMSTONE VILLAGE FETE will be held on Church Meadow on Sunday
15th May from 2.30-5pm. See page 22.
ASH BOWLS CLUB host an Open Weekend on Friday 27th May to Sunday
29th May. For more details see poster, page 30.
GOODNESTONE MUSIC host members of the Ringlemere Ensemble in a
concert in aid of Ukraine on Sunday 29th May from 3pm. See poster page 17
and report page 11.
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Church Notices
Church Services
Sunday 1st May: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone; Holy
Communion 9am, Elmstone Church; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St
Mary’s Nonington.
Sunday 8th May: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Family Service, 10.30am, St
Mildred’s, Preston; Breakfast Church, 9.30am, St Mary’s, Nonington.
Sunday 15th May: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone;
Holy Communion, 9am, Elmstone Church; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St
Nicholas, Ash; Morning Worship, 10.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 22nd May: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saint’s Chilldenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am,
Baptist Chapel, Nonington; Evensong, 6.30pm, All Saints, Stourmouth.
Sunday 22nd May: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion, 10am, Baptist
Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 29th May: Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash.
An 11am Sunday service is streamed via our YouTube channel and our
Facebook page, where you will also find news and updates.
www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice
www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice
The weekly news sheet is uploaded at
www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and www.s8nicholas.org.uk
Private Prayer
Churches are open at the following times:
• St Nicholas, Ash, 9.30am-4pm all week.
• Holy Cross, Goodnestone, is open in daylight hours.
• All Saints, Chillenden, 10am-5pm Saturdays and Sundays
Other churches in the Benefice can be unlocked upon request.
*Please note services may be taking place during these times.
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St Nicholas Flower Arrangers Thanks
We would like to express our thanks for the Lilies donated in memory of
loved ones. The Lilies we bought we have been arranged in the church for
Easter and for the next fortnight for all to see.
We would also like to thank the Minters who so kindly provided glorious
Daffodils which were made into posies with foliage and distributed on
Mothering Sunday in church.
The St Nicholas’ Flower Arrangers

Parish Register
Weddings
Emma Bennett and Tommy Marsh, Hold Cross, Goodnestone, 8 th April
Chloe Fitzgerald and Sharif Malik, St Mildred’s, Preston, 23rd April

Deal Foodbank
A collecting bin is at St Nicholas’ Church, through the glass doors by the
font.
The following items are of the greatest need:
• Tinned meat or fish
• Tinned fruit
• Tinned/packet soup
• Tinned custard or rice pudding
• Puddings
• Long life fruit juice
• Shampoo, deodorant, shaving stuff
• Baked beans/spaghetti hoops
• Pasta and pasta sauce
• Tea or coffee and biscuits
• Cereal
• Sanitary products and toilet rolls
• Cat/dog food
• Long life milk
• Squash
• Jams or spreads
• Cleaning cloths and cleaning products
• Rice and noodles.
Thank you.
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The Parish Letter
Stress is a very modern phenomenon. I am not sure when it stole itself into
our language, but it peppers many conversations about modern life. It
suggests the application of unwelcome pressure; the absence of space; the
sense of having to prove yourself. And it is especially heard in the world of
work, where efficiency and impact are audited and new reams of data hold
people up to unsparing scrutiny.
We turn to the Bible for comfort and sustenance in the face of these threats.
And we imagine Jesus wandering round the Holy Land, wafting peace and
tranquillity wherever he stepped. Except he didn’t. In Luke 12, Jesus says: I
have a baptism with which to be baptised (in other words, I have a job to do)
and what stress I am under until it is completed!
Jesus got into our skin successfully, but we struggle to reverse this. We
can’t imagine what it felt like to be the man he was and to walk the road he
did. The enormity of his role was overpowering, even for him. There was a
dawning recognition that his destiny would lead him to the cross. The one
place where the sin and evil that corrupts this world could be dealt with.
Few people have to live with the absolute certainty of a violent death. Noone else has lived with the awareness that all that is wrong with this world
would be heaped on them at the end; that their final hours of pain and
solitude would define the world to come. Jesus was human. To know this
moment was coming but not to be able to speed the moment up must have
been incalculably stressful for him. We all have days we see coming a long
way off which we would rather avoid, but cannot. They are like a super slow
motion car crash. This was what Jesus inhabited in those three years of
ministry. This unique stress accounts for his observation: Do you think that I
have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!
However, Jesus did not just talk about division, he spoke also of peace:
peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you; he says to his disciples
towards the end of his life. When Jesus spoke of division, he did so from the
middle of a ministry that was causing real polarisation, the kind of which we
speak today. There was nothing vanilla about his claims. When someone
says I am the way, the truth and the life, you either have to take it seriously
and follow them, or trash the claim and attack them. First century
Palestinians who encountered Jesus were split down the middle on this.
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Division was inevitable. And in the turbulent, violent world they inhabited,
these divisions were, at times, shattering. Those who confessed ‘Jesus is
Lord’ would soon be at risk of execution for saying so.
But what of this division today? Jesus’ claims remain absolute. And they
have huge implications, depending on where you live. In places where the
State demands loyalty or the dominant religion expects conformity, trust in
Jesus is subversive and risky. North Korea, China and Saudi Arabia, among
other places, are testament to this.
But there is a wider challenge now that we would not have spoken of even a
few years ago. Our own society is becoming divided along new lines.
Traditional political alliances are reforming and we are likely to see new
divisions open up, like concrete in an earthquake. New means of
communication enable people not only to put their opinions across
unmediated by others. They allow people to threaten, or abuse, others
online in ways that foster mistrust and fear.
Jesus came to bring division and he came to bring peace. Our Lord calls us
to love one another. Because we have a sentimental view of love, we tend
to think of it in warm and fuzzy ways. But love is a very practical virtue. It
calls us to listen to what other people say. We are not good at this in our
culture. Mostly, people are only interested in getting their point of view over
and winning the argument. Listening is a Christian duty. We may not always
like what we hear, but in listening, we dignify the other person. And the
chances are, we will learn something too.
The trend now, even in universities, is to surround ourselves with people
who share the same opinions. It is comfortable and unthreatening. We know
how nice it is to have our views reinforced by others. It shores up our sense
of self-worth. People constantly challenging the way we think wears and
irritates. Groupthink, as it is known, is seductive, but it is also unhealthy.
We need to be challenged and, in turn, be free to challenge others, if we are
to mature in our thinking. If we only do this by shouting at others and
threatening them, we will lose the cherished value of a public world where
people are genuinely listened to.
Rev David Moulden
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday
4th April 2022.
.The

Parish council currently has no clerk and so John Tanner both
chaired the meeting and performed the clerk's duties. Given the
circumstances, he did a fantastic job and a positive meeting was held.
The following is a summary of what occurred.
A member of the public spoke about approaching the owner of the care
home in Poulton Lane, to see if it could be used to house Ukrainian
refugees. The Chair agreed to approach KCC and DDC and to do some
research to see if we could help in anyway.
A memorial plaque for Ray Hooker will be going into Pound Corner in the
not too distant future.
Planning applications were then discussed. Full details can be found on
the Ash Parish Council website.
The monthly finances were discussed and ratified with no issues.
We then discussed how the running of the council would be managed in
the interim period whilst we await the appointment of a locum clerk.
Councillor Tanner agreed to perform the role of an interim clerk until May.
We shall be keeping the current postal address for APC as c/o The
Village Hall, Ash, Queens Road, CT3 2BG. Councillors will manage email
correspondence, although Christine Haggart has agreed to be the central
point of contact until a locum clerk has been appointed.
The council considered using SLCC, an organisation for local council
professionals, to assist in finding a locum clerk and agreed they will
perform the beginning stages of the process, with the Parish Council
taking over from there, to reduce costs. It is hoped that SLCC will have
access to a wider spectrum of potential candidates.
The KCC bus consultation was discussed and it was agreed that the
proposed changes did not affect Ash and that it was difficult to gauge how
people felt about the reduction in services in Staple. For this reason we
decided not to comment as a council but would be happy to help anyone
with information should we be contacted.
Contact the Parish Council by phoning 07398 584 053 or email
clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the Parish Council website
ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Goodnestone Music
The next concert at Goodnestone is Sunday 29th May 3pm.
Performers from the Ringlemere Ensemble
Keren Starer-Shaw Cello
Helen Crayford Piano
Featuring music by Beethoven, Bartok, Brahms and Prokofiev.
Tickets £10.
Proceeds from the concert will go to the DEC Ukraine Humanitarian
Appeal and there will also be a collection on the day for the appeal.
The Goodnestone Festival is August 25th-29th, we are currently finalising
concerts for this year’s festival. Details will soon be on the website
www.goodnestonemusic.com. We are still looking for sponsors so if any
local business or individual would like to sponsor a concert or advertise in
the festival programme, please contact Denyer Kittle
denyer@doctors.org.uk
Denyer Kittle

The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, Ash Branch
We made £88 at the coffee morning held at the village hall and Marilyn
made £13 at St Peters Church Sandwich. We are still collecting used
stamps and old coins. Anybody interested in joining us will be most
welcome, please get in touch. Email m.martinneve@gmail.com
Marion Martin

Deal Foodbank
A collecting bin is at St Nicholas’ Church, through the glass doors by the
font.
Tinned items as well as long-life fruit juice and milk, tea, coffee, biscuits,
toiletries such as shampoo, deodorant, sanitary products and toilet rolls.
For more information go to www.dealarea.foodbank.org.uk
Thank you.
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Ash and Westmarsh WI
The May monthly meeting is on Thursday 12th May in the Village Hall,
starting at 7.30pm; Members will be discussing the Resolution chosen to
go forward to the National Annual Meeting in June and deciding whether
to support said resolution, and instruct our delegate to vote accordingly in other words members will be "having their say".
The 2022 Resolution is "Women and girls presenting with autistic
spectrum disorder (ADS) and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD) are going undiagnosed. The NFWI calls on the government and
funding bodies to fund research into the above and for action to be taken
to improve the diagnosis process."
Once a Resolution is passed at the Annual Meeting, our National
Governing body, the NFWI can begin lobbying those in high places and
organising protest meetings/campaign marches or what ever their deem
necessary. There is also a call for individual members and their WIs to
raise awareness of the issue..
For more information of the activities of Ash WI - visit out
website www.thewiorg.uk/ashwithwestmarsh or contact the President
(Sarah Stephenson) on 01304 813530.
Jean Ryan
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Eulogy: Ray Hooker
Raymond George Hooker was born in Thanet on the 3rd of September
1941, second son born to John and Gwen Hooker. Ray had three loving
siblings - two brothers, Godfrey, and David and one sister, Dorothy. Ray
was also uncle to Craig, Louise, Anita, and Gary.
Ray’s love of the outdoors started from an early age. He would help his
father tend the garden where they grew flowers and later worked the pig
farm together. As he got older, he left the pig farming and went into
picking fruit and vegetables, this time alongside his brother David. It was
hard work on the fields in all weathers, but Ray didn’t mind for he was a
country boy through and through and enjoyed the outdoor elements and
the company of his fellow workers. Ray also had a way with animals. The
family’s faithful dog Spot would walk miles with him and the cows in the
adjacent fields to the house in Brook Street would come running over
‘mooing’ when Ray spoke to them.
Ray’s love of walking took him through the lanes and across the fields
and marshes of Ash, where he lived for 63 years, and surrounding
villages. He would walk miles and miles in rain or shine and even after
retiring, continued with his daily walks greeting many people on his way.
Dog walkers, horse riders, joggers and cyclists all stopped to chat and
passed the time of day. Ray’s favourite topic was the weather, and he
would always offer you a weather forecast before wishing you a cheery
goodbye and continuing on his way.
Ray’s daily walks took him into Ash and Sandwich, and he would also
take the bus into Deal. Ray’s routine was lifelong. He wasn’t into modern
technology - just his radio, paper and his love of walking was all he
needed. He would pop to the Co-op in Ash for his daily goods and his
visits to Sandwich were where he would enjoy a hearty breakfast.
Ray built up many friendships both in Ash and Sandwich. His regular
visits into town enabled him to forge friendships with the cafe owners and
the staff in Age Concern, and we as a family will be forever grateful for the
kindness that they showed him.
From the many comments that the family has received, it is obvious that
meeting Ray was a positive experience. As a family, we thank you all. It
13

has been a great comfort to know that although Ray chose to lead a
solitary life, he had so many friends that looked out for him and touched
so many people’s hearts.
Sadly, Ray was taken from us on January 24th of this year. He has a left a
huge void in our lives and will be greatly missed by all that knew him.
Rest in Peace Ray.
Contributed by Zena Coulson, niece-in-law
Following a community collection in memory of Ray Hooker at the
Co-op in Ash and at St Peter’s Church, Sandwich, a planter has now
been installed outside St Peter’s Church. A cast iron plaque is being
made to be sited at Pound Corner in Ash. A tree is also being
purchased to be planted at the recreation ground. Plans for other
funds raised via a Just Giving page are still being considered.
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Congratulations!

Photographs by Caroline Pye (left) and Jodie Stanley

Huge congratulations to the pupils of the Ash Dance and Gymnastic Club
who took their exams on March 26th in front of a Government Registered
BTDA examiner and all passed with flying colours.
Well done to you all the hard work paid off.
Jan Anton
•

Classes are on Mondays at Ash village hall from 4pm classical ballet
and tap. 5pm Acro/gymnastics

Share your news and views with the Parish Magazine.
Either email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post
hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.
15
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Chequer Inn News
The committee were pleased to hear some constructive suggestions for the
next phase of the Chequer Inn. Some villagers who came forward at the
Village Hall coffee morning offered time and talents as well as their support
going forward.
At the shareholders meeting a few days later there was open discussion on
what caused the failure of the JADE Hospitality tenure and what model of
management might be best in a future tenancy. The committee had hitherto
been constrained from advertising openly for a new tenant for legal reasons.
We are now following several avenues. Maybe you know someone who
would make a great landlord or landlady? We hope to hear from interested
applicants who are keen to run a freehouse with food and cater to our
community.
On a lighter note our garden volunteers took on the task of tidying up the
hedges and borders. The bin storage area which had taken a battering in
the recent storms was taken down. All this effort was rewarded with midmorning refreshments and a bowl of ‘veggie patch’ soup from the
Community Garden. It’s amazing how much can be accomplished by a
small group in one morning! Thank you to Gary Bradbury and the rest of the
gardening team.
The bat and trap players had their first practice for some time and a
community walk around Molland to Shatterling was enjoyed by others.
If you wish to know more about the Chequer Inn or have suggestions,
please contact us on chequermates@gmail.com
David Greaves, Chair, Chequer Inn Appreciation Society
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Hills Court Nature Path
During March we once again welcomed a short site visit by Nicole Khan
from the RSPB. In the space of a few minutes she identified the
following:- chaffinch, green woodpecker, four linnets (feeding on the
farmland verges), blue tit, two buzzards, sparrow, dunnock, wren, lady
bird and ground ivy. My own observations identified black bird, robin,
kestrel, wood pigeon, bumble bee, lesser celandine, white dead nettle
and cut-leaved cranesbill.
Before the cold spell set in David Watkins, Carole Omans (pictured) and
myself made a start on the wildflower planting which included lesser
celandine, blue bells, ferns, foxgloves and oxeye daisies. David added
logs to the newly created hibernacula and cut back overgrown vegetation
along the ditch exposing much needed water for the wildlife. Just
opposite he made a useful rustic bench from recycled wood making a
pleasant seating area. A huge thank you to this lovely couple for their
help and enthusiasm.

If you have any comments or would like to offer us help in any way for
example cutting back, keeping areas clear, making bird/bat boxes, insect
homes etc or just photographing and recording wildlife/wildflower
sightings we would look forward to hearing from you. Our e-mail address
is ashnaturepath@gmail.com
Pearl Thorne
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Join the Jubilee Celebrations
The Loveliest Tree Photo Display
The tree on the cover is beautiful in every season, but, like all Horse
Chestnut trees, most magical when covered in flowering ‘candles’. It sits at a
‘meeting of ways’ not far from the pond at the end of the Goss Hall grounds.
The flowers foretell of the Autumn glory of conkers and the ancient game of
Conquerors, played in the same way but with shells centuries before these
trees were introduced to England in the 16th century.
We have so many beautiful trees around us, Mary Evans had an idea to
include a photo collage of favourite trees within the parish, as part of the
displays in church for the Jubilee.
So, if you have a tree or a stand of trees you have stopped to admire, at any
season, please submit a photo by the end of May. We just ask that it can be
viewed from a public place. Tell us what the species is, if you know, and
roughly where to find it.
The montage will be on display in the church during the Platinum Picnic
Celebrations on June 4th. You will be able to vote for ‘The Loveliest Tree’
displayed and the result shared in this magazine and on the Village
Facebook page.
Pat Coles
Call for Groups to get Involved
As part of celebrations we would like to invite the village’s many
organisations and societies to create a display board about their group: This
can include photos, information about how it has been running, perhaps
how it started, especially if unique to the village. Also, where and when they
meet, activities offered, costs and contact details. I know quite a lot of Ash
people also attend societies in Sandwich, so they are welcome to take part.
Ash seems to offer something for most ages and interests.
I need to know by the end of May who will bring a display so I can allocate
space in the church and also create a map so people can find the different
displays. On Saturday 4th June boards should be brought to the church
between 9.30-10.30am ready for display and picked up around 4-5pm.
Also a reminder that although the main festivities and picnics finish at 3pm,
everyone is invited into the church for the Songs of Celebration and Praise.
If any of the groups providing a display would like to nominate a favourite
hymn or worship song, we will do our best to include as any as possible.
Please add these to your email.
Pat Coles

patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk
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The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Church
Happy Hours at Elmstone Church
These are continuing on the first Friday evening in the month, from
6.30pm.
6 May, hopefully outside on Church Meadow. If wet, in the church.
3 June will be a special evening for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee.
Palm Sunday Family Service
This Service was held at St. Mildred's and taken by Anne Talbert. An
Easter scene had been created around the Font and this was transferred
to Elmstone Church for the Easter Service there. Refreshments were
available after the service.
Easter Service
This was a Communion Service followed by coffee and hot cross
buns. Thank you to everyone who purchased lilies for Easter and to all
the flower arrangers.
Church Services
1st Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone - 9am followed by
refreshments
2nd Sunday - Family Service - St. Mildred's - 10.30am - followed by
Refreshments
3rd Sunday - Holy Communion - Elmstone - 9am
4th and 5th Sundays - No service
Elmstone Village Fete - Sunday 15 May - 2.30-5pm
Teas at the church and fete on the Meadow.
Stalls will comprise books, cakes, plants and more.
There will be games and pony grooming.
If you would like further information or to have a stall, please contact
Janette Nickols
at janette.nickols@yahoo.co.uk or phone 07803 086584
Elizabeth Timms
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The Arts Society Sandwich
The next Arts Society Sandwich lecture will be held on Monday 9th May in
The Guildhall, Sandwich, at 7pm with refreshments served from 6.30pm.
The talk will be by Daniel Robins on The Studio Houses of the Holland Park
Circle.
In the second half of the 19th century studio houses were built on the edge
of Holland Park. At their centre was Frederic Leighton`s house. This lecture
will explore why artists invested so much in the creation of these studio
houses and how they used them.
We welcome non-members but would appreciate a £6 contribution per
event for attending our lectures.
Please visit www.sandwichdfas.org.uk for membership and programme
information. You can follow us on Facebook@theartssocietysandwich
William Fortescue

Sandwich Local History Society
The society meets on Thursdays at 7pm for 7.30pm start in the Grand jury
Room, Sandwich Guildhall:
Th last talk of the season is, Ash resident Cressida Williams:
May 12th; Dr Cressida Williams, Cathedral Archivist; 'Unlocking the
archives of Canterbury Cathedral'.
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Two Wonderful Women
The AVH Annual General
Meeting in March saw the
retirement of Jean Ryan from
the management committee
after 23 years.
Jean's dedication to the Hall
during that time is unrivalled
and she has taken on many
roles and responsibilities.
She has a particular
penchant for inspecting the
drains!
Her expertise and
enthusiasm will be sorely
missed and we can only
attempt to maintain the high
standards she has set.
We celebrated with a glass of
bubbly, a presentation, much
laughter and wished her a long
and happy retirement - Thank
You Jean!
Hazel Howard

There must be many people who
have never known the Co-op
without Amanda. After all, she
has been looking after us now
for 36 years. Here is just one of
the ‘thanks’ to Amanda from
grateful customers.
‘How lucky we are to have her at
the small but vital Co-op store
aptly named ‘Welcome’. Mandy
gives you total service, good humour and helpfulness. I usually leave
smiling myself. Thank you, Mandy,’
Toni McEwen
Who deserves at thank you for the contribution they make to village life? Send
your nominations to rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy at 69
The Street, Ash.
23
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Ash Village Hall's 110th Birthday
The Village Hall Management Committee's recent removal of the ancient
and over-grown “shrubbery” along the Queens Road boundary, has
exposed the two foundation stones for passers by to see; most people
didn't know they were there, because of the tangled mass of bushes. On
the left hand stone is recorded the date, May 5 1912, when the then Lady
Northbourne did the deed, and on the right hand, that the hall was
erected to commemorate the coronation of King George V and Queen
Mary, HM Queen Elizabeth's grandparents. In the Library Room, you can
see black & white photographs of the ceremony; interestingly all adult
females are wearing hats – as one did in public in those days.

The Ash community raised over £600 to build the hall, whilst the land,
sited in what was then known as Sandy Lane, was donated by a local
family; original architect drawings of the hall may be viewed hanging on
the wall in the Heritage Archive.
During both World Wars, the premises saw action; in WW1 as a 20 bed
VAD hospital, and then in WW2, firstly as a school for evacuees, then a
Red Cross Dressing Station, and latterly HQ for both the local Home
Guard & Air Raid Wardens. For further reading on the hall's history, it's
development over the decades to meet modern standards, and to view
our collection of archive photographs, please visit
www.ashvillagehall.org.uk
Ash Village Hall is a charity, therefore all Management Committee
members are also Trustees, and have to abide by the regulations of the
Charity Commission; currently there are 14 members, half of whom stand
annually for election and half who are nominated as representatives by
the village organisations that use the hall. (No commercial hirers are
eligible to join the committee). Any parishioner aged over 18 may attend
our AGM to vote for or against the elected members, read the minutes
and have their say, which is all very democratic. The Management
Committee is responsible for the hall's finances, including the setting of
the rates of hire, for upkeep and improvements to the complex, insurance,
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employing a part-time cleaner and an administrator for bookings &
accounts, plus implementing all health & safety regulations, and
mandatory annual gas & electrical checks. They also carry out risk
assessments for various matters as required – please note – they are all
volunteers! If you want to find out who they are – visit their website as
above.
Hall users are varied, comprising commercial, village (voluntary)
organisations and clubs, and the “one off” members of the public
bookings for parties, coffee mornings, sales, political meetings,
conferences, and valuations. The children's parties are a very popular
weekend booking, especially during the winter months; the little darlings
can rush around the large space in safety, enjoying a conjuror or bouncy
castle without your house and garden getting trashed, whilst the grownups enjoy a cuppa or something to calm the nerves! Please just clear up
afterwards for the next hirer!
Commercially there are children's Dance & Gymnastics, Dog Training,
Karate (from 6 years through to adults), Tai Chi (adults only) and three
different yoga classes – again see the website for timing and contact
details. KCC Libraries hire the purpose built Library Room on five days a
week, offering free internet connection, a book reading club, plus a book
reservation service; the Library Room is also the home of both monthly
and sub-committee meetings of Ash Parish Council. During term time the
voluntary groups Mothers & Toddlers, Brownies, Guides, & Rangers, meet
weekly, whilst the adult groups are the Good Companions (fortnightly) and
the WI, Ash Society, and Horticultural Society (monthly). And until Covid
disrupted life as we knew it – there was the eagerly awaited annual
Village Panto put on by the New Ash Players; for many small children,
used only to watching a TV, this was their first opportunity to see a real
live and colourful performance.
Built at the back of the complex is the Ash Heritage Archive open every
Saturday morning from 10 am to 12 noon to the general public or by
appointment at other times for individual research; again, manned by
volunteers, and they are still hard at work cataloguing the mass of local
material that has been collected or donated over the years since it
opened.
So Happy 110th Birthday to our Village Hall – long may it continue to serve
the community in so many different ways.
Jean Ryan
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Food Stories
A baker’s tale
I started making bread and bread rolls when my children were very young
. My husband had watched a programme on television about bread and
what was put in bread and he became concerned that the children could
develop intolerances. So by making my own bread I know what I am
putting in. I started making by hand but this took a long time to make and
was devoured very quickly which was depressing for the baker so I
bought my first bread maker, i think I am on number 3 now.
My recipes for bread and rolls has changed over time, although it has
always been a wholemeal base which did not always please my children
as they rarely had white bread.
I constantly make bread rolls although we do occasionally buy rolls we
have decided that our home made rolls are the best.
I have made rolls for sale at coffee mornings.
My recipe for rolls is
11.5oz water
10oz strong wholemeal bread flour
10oz strong white bread flour.
Between putting the flours in I add a mixture of seeds ( sunflower,
pumpkin, linseed, poppyseed, flax and sesame)
2tbsp dried milk powder
2 tsp salt
2.5 tsp caster sugar or honey
2.5 tbsp oil (olive, veg or sunflower)
2tsp dried yeast
Put in bread maker in order written.
When bread maker has mixed the dough I cut the dough into twelve
pieces and roll into a ball and then flatten . Put in oven to rise, just turn
oven on to lowest temperature, rise for about 15 mins. Then turn
temperature up to 220 Celsius and cook for between 9- 11 minutes
depending on what colour you want.
I tend to make a two lots at a time and freeze them as we eat them daily.
Jacqueline Wilkinson

What’s your Food Story? We would love to share old
family recipes or meals with fond memories.
Either email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post
hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Garden Jottings May
March winds and April showers bring forth May flowers. So goes the old
saying and surely May is the month for all the garden to come into its
glory and colour.
Feed Rhododendrons and Azaleas with ericaceous fertilizer. Hydrangeas
can have colourant powder watered in around them to encourage strong
growth and larger flowers. Feed roses and give a first spray against Black
Spot and aphids, spray underneath and above the leaves on a still quiet
evening when bees are not in evidence. Clear Daffodil leaves after about
6 weeks when they have died down.
Clip back Ivy that is growing too high and thickly on fences and walls.
Keep it clear of gutters, which can be cleared of moss and debris at the
same time.
Prune Forsythia and other Spring shrubs when they have finished
flowering. Remove dead and tatty leaves from Phormium and Cordylines.
Tidy up ferns and grasses, both of these can successfully be split at this
time of year and replanted.
Clip back Winter flowering heathers to remove dead flowers, also neaten
rockery plants including Aubretia and Thrift, add Alyssum, dwarf Dianthus
and bedding Begonias to add colour as the dwarf bulbs fade. Keep fleece
handy to cover tender plants including Hydrangeas, Pieris and peach
blossom.
Potatoes should be earthed up to keep them free from frost. Plant main
crop potatoes to harvest in September and October. Sow radish spring
onions and coriander which will be ready to crop in a couple of months.
Sow more lettuce, carrots and peas to give continuity. Sow sweetcorn and
marrow seeds two to a pot. Grow runner beans up poles in rows or cane
wigwams. Weed onions by hand to avoid infection by fly. Carrots should
be sown thinly, a little fine sand mixed with the seed when sowing helps
thinning to be kept to a minimum as carrot fly will find the crop by smell if
extra seedlings need to be pulled up.
All new planting, seedlings and seed beds, soft fruit, peas and beans
should be thoroughly watered not given a light sprinkle. Plant out runner
beans and French beans after all danger of frost is past.
Protect seeds from cats with mesh or net stretched over wire or plastic
pipe hoops pegged down well on all sides. This method will also protect
strawberries from birds and pigeons from eating brassicas. However, a
taller gate will be necessary to protect raspberries from attack by birds.
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Keep indoor tomatoes growing on steadily, moving up only to a slightly
larger pot at a time and give a high potash feed, remove side shoots as they
appear and tie the plant into a cane. Outdoor tomatoes must be carefully
hardened off, keeping fleece at the ready in case of a chilly spell.
Herbs should be growing on strongly now and can be split up. If they have
become too large and straggly, give them a trim and pot on, adding sharp
sand or grit to improve drainage.
Ventilate greenhouses and cold frames and harden off hardy annuals and
hanging baskets leaving outside in the daytime but keeping them inside at
night. Pot up cuttings of Geraniums and Fuchsias and White Marguerite to
make good strong plants for pots and borders next month. Plant up Dahlias,
adding a cane as you plant to avoid piecing the tubers if added later.
Place supports round herbaceous plants before they need to be propped
up, adding canes or twigs tied securely around as they plants grow up.
There is nothing worse than trying to tie up plants that have flopped over or
broken down in very bad weather, so prevention is better than trying to cure!
At the end of the month, Wallflowers, Double Daisies, Polyanthus and
Pansies will be replaced by bedding plants such as Dianthus, Ageratum
Antirrhinum and Pentstemon that you have grown. Pansies can be
replanted in rockeries or pots after trimming back. Polyanthus and Primulas
can be planted in a spare shady pot using some compost or leaf mould,
they can be split up and recycled when planting in the Autumn, but do make
sure to keep them well watered over the summer.
On a dull drizzly day give houseplants a shower to clean the leaves, even
hairy leaves will benefit from a shower, but not heavy rain which will damage
the leaves. Bring inside after the shower and before the sun scorches the
leaves. Smooth leaves can be sprayed with a little diluted milt to give a good
shine. It is a good idea to take an inch or so off the soil and replace it with
some fresh compost.
Check ponds and feed fish more often, look for some new plants to add to
the margins such as Iris or Arum Lilies. Look at the bog area where frogs
and newts will be able to lay spawn and eggs and the birds will wash and
drink easily if the area is kept free of weeds and planted with ferns and
grasses to give cover for wildlife such as Dragonflies and Hoverflies.
Looking forward to the blossom in the orchards and the warmer weather,
hopefully to come. Enjoy your gardening.
Christine Brown, President, Ash Horticultural Society
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Stories from the Archives (27)
Images from Ash recovered after a hundred years
It was about a year or so before the arrival of the pandemic. On a routine
Monday morning in the Ash Heritage Centre while our volunteers were
busily sorting and cataloguing a number of recent acquisitions, we received
a very interesting visit. A gentleman entered the room bearing a large and
rather battered cardboard box. He needed no introduction as most of us
knew the identity of our visitor - it was our retired former village chemist,
James Milne.
We always welcome visitors and we always welcome donations of material
relating to Ash! What was in this mysterious, dog-eared box that James very
carefully laid down on our desk? It was clearly heavy and we could hear the
sound of glass. James had not been the first chemist to occupy those
premises in the Street; indeed a chemist's business has operated from the
present site since the 1840s, with Frederick and William Dixon accounting
for around 60 years of that period. Since then a number of chemists have
served the parish, with Boots being the latest. But what's that other activity
long associated with the business of a chemist - since the very earliest days,
in fact? Photography! Either the taking or the developing of photographs, or
both. And the first intimation of what might be contained, therefore, in this
tantalising parcel - glass plate negatives - quickly proved correct.
Well! Several excited pairs of eyes peered into the dust and cobwebs which
met their gaze. And underneath? Dozens and dozens - scores - of tightly
packed, ancient-looking glass plates, each measuring about six inches by
four, made up the contents of the box. Question followed rapid question.
Where have these been hiding? How long have they been there? How old
are they? Who took the photos? And - most importantly for the time being what condition are they in? Will we, or anyone else, be able to retrieve the
images? Gingerly lifting one or two from the box and holding them up to the
light by their edges while we tilted the glass in our fingers, we could make
out the shiny chemicals on their surfaces and the negative images. Here's a
portrait, there's a group - children, ladies' long dresses, men in uniforms!
Wow ...
The exciting consignment arrived at a very busy time, during preparations
for one of our bigger exhibitions. When things settled down a little, our late
chairman, Ann Foat, spent some considerable time gently cleaning the
surfaces of the plates and re-housing them in a different box. Her sad death
soon afterwards was followed by the pandemic and the successive
lockdowns, thereby preventing access to the Centre. During this forced
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absence from our premises the committee and volunteers were extremely
active in planning and creating our new website (watch this space) updating
our catalogue and maintaining regular activities for our members and this
has continued throughout 2022. And all the time, those glass negatives
have been waiting.
Only recently have we had the opportunity to spend any time on them, and
even now there are more pressing tasks, so that it will be a few months
before any serious work is completed. However, one or two of us have been
tempted to take a closer look, as well as investigating the developing and
scanning options. They are now being stored in the correct sleeves and
boxes but we've not yet finished, so have yet to count them accurately. A
preliminary estimate is a total of 150 or so.
Initial discussions have centred on the scanning process to be followed. Do
we approach a professional or start experimenting ourselves and first see
what results we can achieve? We are very grateful to Toby Huitson,
reprographer at the Cathedral Archives, who has provided some very helpful
technical advice, and meanwhile three of our own - Kimberley Feeley, Mary
Evans and Lynne Ewart - have attempted some homespun efforts. Without
yet using the most sophisticated software, we have already managed to
convert a few of the plates into positive images and the first time one of
these negatives eventually - and suddenly - turned positive on our desktop
screen, Lynne let out a squeal of delight. There, as large as life and as clear
as a bell, was a portrait of a soldier in First World War army uniform.
Kimberley promptly identified his regimental badge as that of the Derbyshire
Yeomanry and it didn't take long to establish that his unit had been stationed
here in 1918 after its previous billet in Bridge.
An elderly man's portrait has come out well, as has a wonderful detail from a
large wedding group, courtesy of Toby's effort with tip-top equipment. A
ship's name on the groom's naval headgear may help us identify the happy
couple. Other groups have emerged, one or two not so clearly, but improved
technology should sort those out. A couple of nurses have come out very
clearly and there is more than one clue to suggest that we have here a huge
collection of photos from the First World War period - almost certainly all
taken in and around Ash. The clincher? A considerable number which have
only been looked at by holding the negative to the light clearly show soldiers
in the familiar "hospital blue" uniform of 1914-18 convalescence - and we all
know Ash Village Hall was converted into a Voluntary Aid Detachment
(VAD) hospital in 1914. Indeed, last week Kimberley identified one large
group of convalescents as the same photo that appears in David Downes'
history of Ash, all sitting outside Ash Village Hall. A closer inspection of the
results of her scan - using only mobile phone and lightbox - showed it to be
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very slightly different but obviously a second effort by the photographer on
the same occasion. It's all very exciting!
Who took all these pictures? William Dixon retired as both chemist and Ash
parish church organist after over half a century's service in 1907. Not him.
William Clugston was chemist here by 1924, but not much earlier. His son
Ken is remembered on our war memorial. So not him either. Kimberley has
now identified several picture postcards of Ash with the photographs
captioned "J. Coulthurst, Chemist, Ash," one of them being posted in 1917.
Research continues ... but we're now pretty sure this is our chap!
Meanwhile, the Heritage Group volunteers are very busy on more
immediate tasks but now and again we can't resist slipping another one out
of the box - just for a peep ...
The Ash Heritage Group's website will be launched when our entire cat
alogue is ready for uploading. Meanwhile, members receive
regular updates on our activities and we also post illustrations and
news on our Facebook page at Facebook.com/AshHeritageGroup.
Peter Ewart
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Please support our local business by
using their services as you are able and
do say that you saw their advertisement
in the Parish Magazine!
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The Parish Magazine offers the chance to promote
your business to a warm and loyal local readership
at very reasonable rates.
To find out more or to advertise here, please
contact: ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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Please support local businesses by
using their services as you are able
and do say that you saw their
advertisement in the Parish Magazine!
Thank you.
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The Parish Magazine offers the chance to promote
your business to a warm and loyal local readership at
very reasonable rates.
To find out more or to advertise here, please contact:
ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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