ASH WITH WESTMARSH
PARISH MAGAZINE
NOVEMBER 2019
60p

The Canonry Benefice of
Ash – Chillenden – Elmstone – Goodnestone
Nonington – Preston – Stourmouth

Welcome to the November magazine
Inside this issue

Contacts

Useful Contacts

4

Clergy

Church Services

5

The Parish Letter

6

Foodbank Appeal

8

Rev’d David Moulden
The Vicarage, Queen’s Road, Ash
01304 812296

Onlooker

11

Ash Surgery News

12

Societies and Village news

13

Remembrance

19

More Pubs Past!

21

Garden Jottings

23

What’s In A Name

25

November Reflections

27

Rev’d Nigel Hale
01304 813161

Email copy for the next edition by
Wednesday 13th November to
Rebecca Smith at
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or
leave hard copy in St Nicholas
Church porch addressed to Pat
Coles.

And much more…

Magazine Subscription

This magazine is produced by St.
Nicholas Parish Church. We
welcome items from individuals and
village organisations. All items
should come with a note of the
contributor’s name. The editor
reserves the right both to edit and
not to publish anything she
receives. Items on church matters
do not represent the official position
of the Church of England.

Never miss an edition of your
favourite parish magazine!
To arrange to a subscription
including magazine delivery to
your door (within the parish)
phone Rosemary Lines on 01304
812524 or
visit www.s8nicholas.org.uk and
click on the Request Parish
Magazine Subscription button

Products and services advertised
have not been tested and are not
endorsed by the Parish Church.

Front cover illustration:
Selection of chrysanthemums. By
Pat Coles. See Reflections, page
27.

Send advertising enquiries to
agfoat@gmail.com

2

What’s On
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING takes place at Ash Village Hall
on Saturday 2nd November, from 10am to noon hosted by Ash WI. See
page 13.
ASH PARISH COUNCIL meet at 7.30pm on Monday 4th November,
7.30pm, The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road.
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
ASH WI meets on Thursday 7th November at the Village hall for the AGM
starting at 7.30.pm. For more details, see page 13.
SANDWICH CONCERT BAND present Heroes And Villains at St
Nicholas Church, Ash, on Saturday 10th November. See poster page 31.
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on
Tuesdays November 12th and 26th from 2-4pm.
JOIN volunteers to help maintain the Ash parish churchyard at St
Nicholas Church on Saturday 16th November from 9am.
THE LANSDOWNE SINGERS are in concert at St Nicholas Church, Ash,
on Sunday 17th November. See page 10.
THE ASH SOCIETY welcome Guy Bartlett to talk about The Red Arrows
on Thursday 21st November. See poster page 22.
THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CHURCH, Wingham, welcome Graham
Goodwin for a talk ‘Early 20th Century Wingham in Pictures’ on Thursday
21st November. See poster page 26.
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS Christmas Fayre is on Saturday 23rd
November at the Village Hall. See poster page 18.
ASH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY welcome Jeanette Lerwill talking
about Designing With Plants on Thursday 28th November. See page 13.
THANET MALE VOICE CHOIR are in concert at St Nicholas church, Ash,
on Saturday 30th November. See poster page 20.
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Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
0800 111 999
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
105
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
0800 820 999
Community
PCSO Luke Sanderson
101 or email
luke.sanderson@kent.pnn.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 851967
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440
Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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Church Services
Services at St Nicholas’ Church
Sunday 3rd November
Sunday 10th November
Sunday 17th November
Sunday 24th November

8am Holy Communion, 10.30 All Age Service
8am Holy Communion 10.30am Holy
Communion Remembrance Sunday
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion

Services around the Benefice
Sunday 3rd November:

All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion
Elmstone Church 9.15am Holy Communion
St Mary's Nonington 10.30am Holy Communion
th
Sunday 10 November: St Mildred's Preston 9.15am Family Service
Baptist Chapel Nonington 9.30am Breakfast
Church
Holy Cross Goodnestone 10.45am
Remembrance Service
Sunday 17th November: All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion
Elmstone Church 9.15am Holy Communion
Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am All Age
Worship
th
Sunday 24 November: Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Holy
Communion
St Mildred's Preston 9.15am Holy Communion
Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am Holy
Communion

Annual Memorial Service
This year's Annual Memorial Service will be held in St Nicholas Church,
Ash on Sunday 17th November at 3pm.
This is a short reflective service open to everyone when there will be an
opportunity to light a candle in memory of a loved one. The service will be
followed by refreshments.
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The Parish Letter
Welcome to November – the month of bonfires, dampness, mists and low
bright sunshine. It is also the month for memories, starting on 1st
November with All Saints Day and 2nd November – All Souls Day, when
we are invited to particularly remember and give thanks for all those many
people, who have died before us, who have influenced our lives in some
way over the years. The church often has a service during November
which offers prayers for any of these for whom we want to pray.
The last day of October brought us Hallowe'en, which is the eve of All
Hallows or All Saints on 1st November. Again this brings to mind the
people who have set spiritual examples over the centuries, who have
been recognised as saints, such as Mary, Joseph, Peter, Luke, Theresa
of Avila, Paul, Lucy, Nicholas and many others over the centuries right up
to the present day. Cardinal Henry Newman from the nineteenth century
and a writer of several hymns was recently declared a saint by the
present Pope Francis.
You may well be able to think of people who we might think of as saintly –
not because they are necessarily very serious or very pious, but because
of their courage or insight or determination to stand up for the good of
others. We are all called to be saints, whether or not we feel saintly!
November is also a month for memories with Remembrance Day, which
has taken on a new life in the last few years and is now well attended in
many churches and around many war memorials. I guess this has
become especially noticed again as we have been through a number of
anniversaries and heard many stories of courage from old soldiers and
their families. We have also seen troubles, to mention but a few, in Iraq,
Afghanistan, Syria and The Yemen in recent years. The consequences
of all of these are very much ongoing. It becomes increasingly evident
that there are few winners in modern warfare, and Churchill's reflection
that “jaw jaw is better than war war” is often quoted, but not always
heeded.
The Western world is having to face new challenges as global warming
becomes more of a threat, with the prospect of extremes of wind, rain and
heat, thereby making more floods and droughts, so mass migration is
likely to increase through land loss as well as through war. It is surely a
time to take united action to reduce climate change as quickly as
possible, and to take care of our environment, and we have seen more
efforts in that direction than ever before. Sadly we have also seen more
splits in opinion over much that used to hold us together.
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It seems to me that the word 'Hope' is increasingly important in our world
at the present time. By that I am thinking of the hope that is listed at the
end of the thirteenth chapter of the first epistle of Paul to the Corinthians.
Here Hope is one of the three eternal values of faith, hope and love. We
frequently look to the love that binds us together, even if we don't always
achieve it. We less often look to the hope that is the opposite of despair –
the hope that says we can do something if we trust God to inspire us and
guide us through the mire, the hope that is like the ripples from the pebble
thrown into the pool, that can reach out and touch many.
This is the hope that can learn from past memories, from our history; this
is the hope that looks forward with realism, but is open then not to
despair, but to a leap of faith and a possible positive step forward. This is
the hope that can sustain us when much is at stake and we feel too small
to help, the hope that somehow knows that every positive step can reach
beyond itself and inspire others to hope too, and therefore the ripples
move, and something is achieved.
November leads us towards Advent. The Advent Hope is the coming of
Christ into our difficult situations. November can seem a rather
depressing time of the year. You can understand why past peoples
looked to the light of the winter solstice in December and why we look
forward to Christmas and the redemptive and life-giving coming of the
Christ child.
It can be a time when hope is difficult. When we think about the dark
things that have happened in our lives, it can be hard to see even a chink
of light. It can feel like the middle of a very dark tunnel and you cope with
it because you know you will come out the other end into the daylight. It
is when you get stuck for a while in the darkness that it can seem
impossible that we will see the light again, even though we know in theory
that it is there, that the light is just hidden, as is the sun behind dark rain
clouds.
Faith is about trusting that the light is still there even when it has been
hidden for a long time. It is about trusting in God even when God
appears to be absent. Anyone can believe in a mountain-top experience;
it is far harder when one is in the dark place, when bad things have
happened. It is then that Hope can come into its own, and keep us going,
and indeed inspire us into positive action, however small.
This month perhaps we can find the glimpse of light that is offered to
inspire us to drop a pebble of Christ's hope into the pool of humanity at
this present time. Who knows where the ripples will lead?
God bless you all,

Revd Barbara Way
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Parish Register
Wedding
Saturday 19th October Goodnestone, Katherine Beeching and Thomas
Collie

Deal Foodbank Christmas Appeal
For many, providing ‘extras’ for the family over the festive period is an
impossibility, so please could you help by dropping in an item or two into
the collection box at St Nicholas Church. Perhaps a box of chocolates,
some ingredients for a Christmas meal - stuffing mix, Christmas pudding,
carton of custard etc, just please ensure the items are dated until the end
of December. Thank you!
Jenny Taylor
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The Nativity Play; an early open invitation!
This December at St Nicholas church a small group of us will be
presenting scenes from the Nativity part of the Medieval Cycle of plays.
These will tell the story of the first Christmas from the visit of the angel to
Mary through to the visit of the shepherds to the stable.
These plays were written and performed by ordinary working people in
every major town and city in England for more than 300 years, until the
festival they were part of was banished during the reigns of Henry 8th and
Elizabeth 1st.
I feel there are still truths to be shared through these plays; they speak to
us of human nature; coping with the problems of life and reactions when
simple folk find themselves caught up in world changing momentous
events. I hope many of you will be able to come, whether you are a
regular worshipper or not.
The plays are re-arranged in more modern language that is accessible to
everyone. There will be carols for everyone to join in and some to listen to
and enjoy.
It will be at St Nicholas on 22nd December at 10.30am and should last
about an hour. We are also hoping to present it at Goodnestone church
on the 15th December early evening and hope that folk from the other
benefice churches such as Chillenden and Nonington will be able to join
us there. There may be a third performance to cover the Preston,
Wingham and Elmstone area too, dates not yet confirmed.
Do join us!
Pat Coles

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy
Churchwardens:
Elmstone: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 01304 812511.
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804.
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 0778 069 4711 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628.
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402.
Retired Clergy: Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara
Way: 01304 812543.
Reader: Anne Talbert: 01304 814249
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on
Monday 7th October 2019.
Another busy meeting with Mike Connely, our DDC councillor, reporting
that the roll out of the LED street lights will start soon - good to have more
cost effective lighting but people close to similar lights have said they are
too bright.
Good news that DDC now have a designated person to look into potential
traveller sites, an issue that has caused problems throughout the district.
The exhibition for the Ash NDP has taken place with some good
feedback, 65% supporting all three suggested sites for future
development. Other responses suggested some alternative sites, the
whole plan was also explained and discussed at the meeting on 16th
October at the Cartwright and Kelsey school.
Communication is key to what the council is considering and if you have
specific views as to how we can improve communication please let the
clerk know.
Work on the Parish traffic plan continues and like all such issues the
“devil is in the detail” such as how many road markings do we have and
exactly where to put them to obtain most benefit. Unfortunately there will
always be the odd person who takes no notice and only being caught and
fined by the police may make them drive differently.
The working group looking at improving the playground have met and
have gone back to suppliers for further information. Hopefully a
recommendation will go to the full council in November which will then put
the design out to public tender.
A thorny discussion on what is expected of an allotment plot holder as
there are some plots in “variable condition”, are they being used as
expected, when is one person’s plant a weed to their neighbour?
Do you have spare land to plant trees, the Woodland Trust are offering
free trees to land owners. Contact them for more information.
Planning as always raises some discussion, this month was what is the
definition of a ‘granny’ annexe.
The above just a few highlights of a meeting that also covered footpaths,
graffiti, finance, highways and correspondence.
Onlooker

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the
Parish Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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New Housing Sites Proposed
Ash residents heard about three new housing sites that will be included in
the Ash Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) at the recent exhibition
and public meeting. The sites are land at Millfield, land at Guilton, and
land between Chequer Lane and Molland Lane. Three other sites have
been carried forward from 2015. In all, over the next 18 years, land has
been allocated for 323 new houses. Ash Parish Council Chairman
explained that no action is not an option. Having the NDP will mean that
the parish can influence the type, design, layout and sustainability of
future development. Details of the sites are
on www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk under NDP Evidence.

Ash Surgery News
Following a busy summer, the flu season is now upon us. We have
ordered your vaccine and there are appointments across the week and in
our Saturday clinics, so please book in if you haven’t already.
We have had a few changes in the last month, the primary one being the
departure of Dr Pal to pastures new, we wish him all the best in his new
role and are currently looking for a GP to replace him. Dr Lynne Wright is
covering the sessions across October and November.
Our surgery doors are now open from 7.30am Monday-Thursday. Doreen,
our Health Care Assistant is offering early appointments for bloods, blood
pressure etc. on a Tuesday, our physio also offers an appointment at
7.30am and also works from 5pm to 8pm. We are now also offering
extended hours on a Tuesday evening with a GP from 6.30pm-8pm. At
the moment, we also offer Saturday GP appointments once a month,
please book with our reception team.
The surgery is now part of a new Primary Care Network of 6 practices
and collectively we shall be looking at the needs of our patient
populations to implement new, targeted support for our local communities.
I shall keep you all updated with the progress of any developments as
they happen.
We also have an active Patient Participation Group at Ash Surgery, who
are always looking for new members. The next meeting is 12th February
2020 at 2.30pm and will be held in our meeting room. This group is for
patients to have a say in the running of their surgery and is not a forum
for individual matters. Please contact me at the surgery directly, should
you have anything you wish to discuss, my door is always open.
Sue Skinner, Practice Manager, Ash Surgery
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Never miss your favourite Parish magazine!
It has been made easier to make an online request to subscribe to the
Ash with Westmarsh parish magazine. Visit www.s8nicholas.org.uk and
click on the Request Parish Magazine Subscription button.

Ash WI
The WI will be hosting the Community Coffee morning on Saturday 2nd
November at the village hall from 10 am-12noon.
There will be bacon rolls plus hot tea or coffee all prepared whilst you wait
by Annie and her kitchen crew, plus there will be a chance to stock your
freezer from the Home Baking Stall, with freshly cooked mince pies,
cakes and supper savouries.
As well as a Christmas themed raffle, featuring a homemade family-sized
Brandy Christmas pudding as first prize, there will be a limited number of
Christmas candle table decorations, made by some artistic WI members.
Come along early to avoid missing out!
Members meet on Thursday 7th November, again at the hall from 7.30pm
for the AGM, when we shall elect the committee for 2020, as well as
reporting on the past year’s events and making plans for next year.
There’s no speaker as such, but one member will talk informally about her
recent travels in the East, plus a short quiz to keep our grey matter ticking
over.
For more information about Ash WI and what we get up to – contact The
President on 01304 812148 or accost me in The Street or shops when we
meet. I will be very happy to chat about the WI until the cows come home!
Jean Ryan

Meet Up Mondays
Do you feel like the weekend has dragged? Are you fed up with your own
company? Or maybe you are new to the area?
Don’t be on your own. Join us on Mondays 9.30am-11.30am to enjoy a
free cuppa and some friendly chat at The Chequer Inn Ash, 4 Chequer
Lane CT3 2ET. Tel: 01304 273680. www.MeetUpMondays.org.uk

Ash Horticultural Society
On Thursday 31st October at 7.15pm we will have the very brief
AGM followed at 7.30pm by a talk entitled All Things Nutty by Alexander
Hunt who has been growing Kentish Cobnuts for over 25 years at Potash
13
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Farm, and more recently walnuts and sweet chestnuts at the Walnut Tree
company. These range from trees and nuts to cosmetics, trugs, biscuits,
fudge and brittle. At the October meeting, we will also be selling tickets for
our meeting on Thursday 30th January when our speaker will be Adam
Frost, the presenter on BBC Gardeners’ World and multiple Chelsea Gold
medal winner and designer. Entry will be by ticket only. £8 for members,
£10 for non-members. Non-members will be able to purchase
tickets from November from lou.dowle@hotmail.co.uk
On Thursday 28th November at 7.30pm Jeanette Lerwill of Wheelgate
Nursery, whose garden near Tonbridge has been open under the NGS
scheme, will be talking about Designing with Plants.
On Thursday 12th December at 7.30pm our social evening will
include Tasting of Apple Varieties from Peter Chandler.
All meetings are held in the Village Hall.
The annual membership subscription, which is due in October, remains at
£8.
Finally, we have had an urgent request (see below) for help needed
before the end of the year. If you are able to help, please contact Dora
Woolway direct at Dora.Woolway@kab.org.uk
Liz Rath

Sensory Garden Renovation
Kent Association for the Blind is a local charity supporting around 11,000
sight impaired people and those with dual sensory loss across Kent and
surrounding areas. We support children and adults to live their lives as
independently as possible. We recently have been awarded a grant to
renovate our sensory garden at our Canterbury Sight Centre ahead of our
centenary year next year – the garden is used by our visually impaired
clients. The only provision is we need to have finished the garden by the
end of this year. We wondered if you could help deliver this project? We
would really appreciate any help that we can get.

The Friends of the Kent and Canterbury Hospital – Ash
Branch
We had quite a successful stall at the coffee morning held at the village
hall on Saturday 5th October. We made £67.50 which we were very
pleased with. Thanks to everyone who supported us and we hope they
keep supporting us in the months ahead. We are also collecting used
stamps and old coins to raise funds.
Marion Martin
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Ash Summer Fete
Ash Summer Fete was held on the recreation ground on Saturday August
31st. What a great event! The sun shone, the music played, people came
from near and far.
Mr Graham Foat opened the fete. Children had an exciting time. The
performers entertained – New Ash Players, Jan Anton dance school and
even Ash Rugby Club! Ash Princess and Ash Prince were appointed for
the day. The last Saturday of the school holidays made a fitting end to a
lovely summer. Many thanks to Ash Community Events committee (well
named as ACE!) who took the chance on organising such a lovely day for
the benefit of the village. Their hard work and commitment really paid off.
The layout, village organisations and individuals plus treats such as the
pony rides, the roundabout and the band all combined to make a relaxed,
happy event that we hope will be repeated next year. The committee
would like to thank the many organisations and individuals for their
support, in particular that of Ash Parish Council and the Sports Pavilion
(for the use of their bar at very short notice.) The event showed a profit of
around £1,000, this will be shared between the local organisations that
took part. The ACE chairman said: “Thanks to everyone who came and
made it such a successful day. It really brought the community together
which was our main aim.”
News Flash! The AGM of Ash Community Events will be held at the Ash
Scout Hut, Molland Lea, Ash CT3 2JF on Sunday 24th November 2019 at
7.30pm. All welcome see details on the ACE Facebook page.

Hills Court Footpath Nature Trail
Around September the spider season usually starts and continues
through until October before the frosts set in. Hills Court has eight
species of spider; the wolf, orb web, running crab, nursery web, garden
cross, harvestman, wasp and flower crab. No native UK species can kill
or permanently harm us, although a small number can bite. The bite
contains spider venom and only causes temporary discomfort. They are
amazing creatures and use many tactics to catch their prey, including
diving underwater to catch small fish and tadpoles. Some will look after
their young in small crèches which are made from silken tents. Others,
such as the wolf spider carry their spiderlings on their backs.
Wasp Spider: It arrived in the UK during the 1920s spreading across
Europe. Its pattern resembles that of a wasp, therefore deterring
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potential predators. After mating (often eating its mate) the female
produces a large egg sac which she attaches to nearby vegetation.
Flower Crab Spider: This species has a venomous bite and walks
sideways like a crab. Amazingly, it can change colour to match the flower
or leaves she is sitting on waiting to ambush small insects by setting ‘trip
lines’ which she uses instead of making a web.
Delaying the autumn swaythe cut has enabled the spiders and other
insects to flourish.
Pearl Thorne

The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches
Elmstone Village Happy Hour: The October Elmstone Village Happy
Hour at Elmstone Church, was an enjoyable evening. These events have
been extremely successful but we will now be taking a break for the
winter with the exception of a special Christmas evening on Friday 6
December, from 6.30- 7.30pm. These events will resume in the spring,
with the first being on Friday 3 April, at the usual time.
Christmas Tree Festival – St Mildred’s: The date and time of this event
has been changed to Sunday 8 December, 2- 4pm. Letters have gone out
to local organisations and businesses, inviting them to participate with
decorated trees and we hope that as many of them as possible will take
part. There will be refreshments, a selection of stalls, an exhibition of local
art for sale and a raffle.
Christmas Cards: The Friends have been working with the Preston
Photographic Group and have produced some Christmas cards which are
on sale at Elmstone Church, St.Mildred’s and Preston Village Shop. The
packs of 6 cards include 3 of each of the two designs and are priced at
£3.00. We do hope that you will like these and purchase them to support
the work of the Friends.

Sandwich Local History Society
Monthly Lectures: Thursday 14th November at 7.30pm in the Guildhall
Grand Jury Room. Dr Tim Mason - The story of ‘Dr Edward Jenner,
country doctor, and the smallpox virus’. The Society’s monthly lectures
are held in the Grand Jury Room of the Guildhall on Thursday evenings
between 7.30pm and 9pm. All welcome; non-members £1 at the door.
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk
17
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Remembrance

We ask you simply: Do not forget
That We who gave our lives
In The War to End All Wars,
Did so that you might live yours.
If We should hear of other dead,
Of War’s return and Pity fled,
Of widow’s grief no words can
soften,
Then we will surely know:
You have forgotten.
Mr P O’Halloran

Footnote: And, of course, war did return with Germany’s invasion of
Poland 80 years ago this September.
By the time World War Two had ended, 85 million were dead, 55 million
of them civilians.
It was followed by a real determination that it would never happen again.
That led to the foundation of The United Nations Organisation, the work of
politicians who were referred to then as Statesmen… a term we rarely
hear today.
But by that date, the 1st September, the day it all began, passed this year
almost without notice. And that worries me.
19
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The Good Intent
The latest instalment in memories of pubs past of Ash…
I am grateful to Richard Palmer for the old photograph of the Good Intent
pub (Magazine, October). It confirms what I was told, the proprietor was a

sign writer. At the same time I was also told that the site of the Good
Intent mill was an excellent place for catapault stones and this made me
doubt my source. Round pebbles are the best ammunition and such
would not have been found there naturally. To find pebbles one has to get
closer to the sea and half way down the drove that runs down to the
marshes and is parallel to Paramour Street they are numerous.
Dr. James Ogilvy was interested in Roman Britain and its shore line.
Whether his interest was aroused by pebbles I cannot tell but he
supposed that a study of contour lines might reveal the area around
Richborough that is known to have been an island. By colouring out the
lower lines he noticed where that island came closest to the mainland.
One Sunday afternoon he took a spade and dug a trench uncovering the
Roman causeway. If one looks to the right when reaching the end of
Cooper Street there stands an electric pylon to mark the spot. His
drawings are to be found in Ash Heritage Centre at the village hall.
David Cave

What’s In A Name… Ash pubs and breweries. Page 25.
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Garden Jottings for November
What a lovely end to the month we have had! Helenium (sneezeweed),
Rudbeckia (coneflower) and Michaelmas daisies
of all types.
One my mother always grew was violet-blue King
George’s Daisy that I now know as Aster amellus
King George, and paler Aster Monch.
They are all lovely additions to the border along
with annual Rudbeckias and Sedums like Autumn
Joy at their very best.
Just when we had given up all hope of rain, here
it comes, giving a boost to Dahlias and
Chrysanthemums, and suddenly out of the blue,
unexpected Nerine Bowdenii (sometimes called
the Guernsey Lily) with its zingy fuchsia pink
blooms – lovely to cut and bring indoors.
Their bulbs need to be planted where they can be
really baked and planted half out of the ground.
But for November – time to lift Dahlias. Cut down
the foliage leaving about 4” stems. Dry the tubers
upside down, labelling securely, before storing in
a frost-free place. Cut back herbaceous plants,
but leave some seed heads for the birds.
However, leave Penstemons until Spring when
new shoots appear. Keep watering camellias to
avoid bud drop. Mulch any tender plants,
covering the crowns with compost or leaf mould.
Hedges can be trimmed, making sure the base is
wider than the top.
Trim Laurel using secateurs to cut the stems as
the leaves turn brown if trimmed over with
shears.
Now is the time to plant roses and shrubs. Barerooted plants are often cheaper than containergrown plants, but they do require soaking in a
bucket of water for a couple of hours before
planting, with fish blood and bone fertilizer sprinkled in the hole, but be
aware that dogs and foxes also like this, so try and keep it deep in the
planting hole.
Continued overleaf
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Start watering dormant indoor plants. Amaryllis needs the top inch or so
of soil removed and replaced with fresh soil.
Large cyclamen can also be started into life
to bring them into flower for the house. Plant
up some small pots of Paperwhite Narcissi,
small dwarf iris and Hyacinths to bring
indoors in flower in January to brighten dull
winter months.
Finish planting Tulips, crown imperial lilies.
All can benefit from some coarse sand or fine
grit in the bottom of the planting hole,
especially in heavy or wet soil to prevent
water rotting the bulbs, Crown Imperials
should be laid on their sides to prevent water
getting in the hole in the centre of the bulbs.
It is a good idea to plant up tubs with small
evergreen shrubs - Hebes, small leaved
Euonymus – and outdoor cyclamen and
pansies to brighten entrances to the house.
Think of planting some fragrant shrubs, such
as evergreen Sarcococca (Christmas Box),
mainly evergreen Daphnes – Daphne Bholua
Jacqueline Postil and the gold-edged Daphne
Odora Aureomarginata or Viburnum
Bodnantense Dawn which flowers on bare
wood.
Plant them near to a doorway or path to to give welcome cheer in the
winter.
Insulate the greenhouse, securing bubble wrap inside the glass and keep
some fleece or newspaper to lay across tender plants and cuttings if deep
cold is forecast. Watering of tender geranium (pelagonium) plants should
be kept to a minimum. Check cuttings regularly and remove any yellow or
mildewed leaves.
Keep an eye on bird baths and feeders and clean them periodically.
Feeders that are left empty in cold weather weaken the strength of birds
seeking for food, so try to maintain the supply of birdfood. Birds are not
only a joy to watch, they are beneficial in keeping down greenfly and
blackfly. So feeding (and supplying water) in the winter keeps the birds
visiting your garden.
Christine Brown

Flowers from top left page to bottom right page: Helenium,
Rudbeckia, Michaelmas daisy, Sedum, Nerine
24

What’s In A Name
It is wonderful that the Chequer Inn has firmly re-established itself in Ash
life. Indeed, pubs and beer have played an important role in the village for
many centuries.
Along the main street were many pubs, with some houses still bearing
their names, such as 'The Lion' and 'The Ship'.
There were also two breweries in Ash, with their names still very much in
the village's vocabulary.
Gardner's Brewery was
established in 1840 in the
former 18th-century parish
workhouse on Sandwich Road.
This workhouse was sold
following reforms of the poor
relief system, with the
formation of the Eastry Poor
Law Union in 1835 and the
construction in Eastry of a new
workhouse.
The brewery traded as Gardner
and Godden from 1858 and in
later Victorian times was the
largest employer in the village.
In 1951, the company became
part of Combined Breweries,
with Tomson and Wotton of
Ramsgate, but beer-brewing
ceased in 1954. Ginger beer
was produced until 1962.
In 1968, the site was sold and used by businesses which manufactured
diesel-electric generators, latterly by Puma Power. The brewery buildings
were mostly demolished after 1968, and after Puma Power vacated in
2003, the site was developed for housing. Gardners Close now occupies
part of the site, its name reminding us of this important part of the village's
history.
White Post Brewery was founded in the 1870s, close to Gardner and
Godden. It was not successful, and was bought by Gardner and Godden
in 1878.
So, when we walk past White Post Gardens, we can try to imagine the
heady smell of brewing in decades past.
Cressida Williams
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November Reflections
A follow on from the Nativity Play piece (page 8); I can’t promise a
shooting star, but, as this month’s Almanac points out, you might like to
look out for the meteor shower of the Leonids late on the evening of the
17th or very early morning on 18th. In 1999, 2000 and 2002 there were an
estimated 3,000 trails per hour! This happens when the tail of the comet
55P/Temple- Tuttle’s orbit intersects the earth’s orbit.
Chrysanthemums: I’ve shown three types on the cover; pompom which
was a russet/orange in my bunch, the anemone type, in one case dark
red with yellow/green centre and a really dainty spray that were dark red
with a delicate yellow banding on the tip of each petal, then a larger reflex
type, bright yellow. The other type is the incurve, a shape I tend to
associate with the slightly earlier flowering Dahlia, mine are still going
strong as I put this together. Sometimes referred to as Mums, or potmums or just chrysanths.
The huge variety of shape, size and colour is thanks to the gardeners in
Japan who began selective breeding from 8th Century onwards, they were
a symbol of the Emperor and many paintings and textiles from Japan still
use the flower or a representative image of it today.
It is our most popular cut flower and potted plant, especially throughout
the autumn and winter. They also remind me of the DH Lawrence short
story called The Scent of Chrysanthemums, this is about loss of life
following a mining accident.
These flowers were the flowers of Remembrance until 1921 when the
poppy became our symbol following the First World War. Both these
flowers make sense: the chysanths, flowering through the darkest months
and regenerating each spring, the poppy, whose seeds can lie dormant in
the soil until it is disturbed, hence the swathes of them on Flanders fields
as immortalised by the war poets. A symbol of death and resurrection. In
France they are used on graves on All Saints Day, known as La
Troussaint, and are laid on the French war graves on All Souls Day, 2nd
November. Hence my choice of them for the cover; Remembrance Day,
which this year is Sunday 10th,
Mulling all this over, plus the current political climate and the numbers of
folk all over the world suffering due to wars: loosing loved ones, homes,
homelands even; refugees, immigrants, suffering racism, abuse, soldiers
suffering from PTSD and so on…. I felt once again drawn to the
concluding chapter of my father’s book where he sums up his
experiences of 3 years as a prisoner of war and his final return to ‘civvy
street’ some time after the war was over. He was 21 when the tank he
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was in was blown up in the desert near Tobruk on 13th June 1942, now
known as Black Sunday, following the fall of Guzala when many men and
tanks were lost. It was the beginning of the famous Desert Rats’
campaign.
He spent many appalling months in a holding camp on the edge of the
desert, before finally being shipped across to Italy and a spell in a hospital
where he was finally declared fit enough to work; then a long gruelling
train journey in cattle trucks to Germany to work in a Benzine factory near
Brux, which was frequently bombed by the allies!
When the camps were finally disbanded in chaos a few days after VE Day
was announced, the Russian, German front was a very confused and
dangerous place to be.
He and a small band of ex-prisoners were finally found, fed and reclothed
by American soldiers, but it was weeks before they were finally on
Dakotas back to Kent. His parents still had no idea if he had survived, so
he rang from a call box at Kings Cross. By the time he reached Muswell
Hill “not only was my house decked with flags again, but most of the other
houses in the street were too!”
However it is his reflections on coming back to “the threads of my life” and
how hard it was to adjust that I wanted to focus on, as I feel they are still
relevant today, whatever race, colour or creed we believe in.
He speaks of 3 key areas: Patriotism, Materialism and Self-Sufficiency.
Patriotism
“I joined the TAs out of a very real sense of patriotic duty.
A group of us from our office went off after work and enlisted… to become
troopers in a signal regiment to serve as part of an Armoured Brigade in
the Middlesex Yeomanry” … “with a true desire to preserve what we saw
as freedom and a way of life worth fighting for and to defeat an evil
regime… youthful idealism, no doubt, but it was very real nonetheless.”
Then as a Prisoner of War it became even more important; “it served to
emphasise our total separation from, and rejection of, the way of life of
our Nazi captors, whose barbed wire fences and machine gun towers
surrounded us on every side”… They used what became known as ‘doing
a Churchill’. “The National Anthem, ‘streng verboten’ for prisoners was
sung on every possible occasion… even at risk of being clubbed to the
ground with rifle butts” or “we sang Land of Hope and Glory in proud
defiance! We were still the King’s soldiers and proud of it.”
However, back in London, it was a shock and disappointment, many little
things grated, eg not standing for the National Anthem at the end of a film
– even I remember that!
“….Whilst some, with obvious irritation, waited to get past my motionless
figure... I felt angry and let down, began to suspect for the first time that
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the ideal I had fought and suffered for, and many had died for, was really
only a dream… Patriotism seemed almost to have become a dirty word in
some circles!”
When war games and re-enactors dress up and ‘fight’ mock battles,
having fun, how can that make sense to people with PTSD or who have
been disabled by war.
Children playing is a different thing, I feel, facing mock dangers in a safe
way is a necessary part of growing up, but how does it relate to gun and
knife culture, the lack of respect for another human being’s life? I so often
feel that fantasy violence has hardened and ‘ made ok’ the sort of
violence we see in our and other ‘civilised’ countries.
Materialism
For those three years “…my only possessions had been the ragged and
verminous clothes I stood in,… a drinking mug, a mess tin, a small
brewing ‘oven’, all made from old Red Cross parcel tins. Occasionally a
razor and a bar of soap in a parcel from home. I could pick up and carry in
my hands all my worldly goods, and I had to do just that when moved
from camp to camp”
But, now in a very different world: “In some ways civvy street seemed like
paradise after that… yet, it was a paradise flawed and far from perfect.
‘Keeping up with the Jones’s seemed to be the essential thing, or ‘I’m all
right Jack’ as an attitude to those less fortunate than yourself… Now it
seemed there were those who wanted everything but were prepared to
give very little in return… (the parable of the widow’s mite?) it was no
longer fashionable to even use the words ‘duty’ or ‘sacrifice’. Now the talk
was all of – my rights, my wage packet, my standard of living” … “All the
comradeship of ‘being in the same boat’ which had marked those grim
years of war… seem suddenly to have vanished into the past and to have
been forgotten.”
As I think I wrote last year, he never spoke of his experiences when I was
growing up, as is the case with so many traumatised folk who need
careful help to unlock past hurts and build new lives, not detention
centres and being sent back to where they have come from. (I know I am
generalising far too much, sorry!) But when I first heard him tell it to our
church youth club it was a revelation for me and an extra healing for him,
as though a floodgate had opened.
He was asked to give the talk many times, and when retired, with my
mother as typist, the book was written and they paid to have it published.
I truly believe it has helped many other people on their road to recovery
and a new stage of their lives.
He had been brought up in Christian household, but not overly religious,
his faith was both tested and strengthened through his experiences and
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he, through a correspondence course, in the camp in Italy, became a Lay
Preacher, commissioned by the Methodist church. In Germany, he was
often called upon to take the mass funeral services for German, Dutch,
French, Italian (along side a RC Priest) and English PoW . He was given
a number of photographs of these occasions, looking at them again, the
French coffins do have chysanths on them, the English ones look like
roses. After the war, having met my mother while digging potatoes with
other soldiers waiting to be ‘demobbed’, he then went on to the London
College of Divinity and became a very gifted and caring parish priest in
the Church of England.
Self-sufficiency
“Self-sufficiency; man’s proud, arrogant, self-sufficiency,… How quickly
those churches which were packed with people when the doodle bugs
were falling, emptied once that danger was removed… belief in God is
instinctive at moments like that… it isn’t so easy to deny the existence of
God when you know that you may be standing in his presence at the very
next moment!... But, sadly men and women in their arrogant selfsufficiency, so easily and quickly forget. There is nothing new in that of
course… (He quotes a passage from Deuteronomy 1 as an example.) It
has always been easy when you have food in your belly, a roof over your
head, a good job to go to…..to say ‘I don’t need God, I can get along
alright without him, I can take care of myself’ How easy it is to kid
ourselves that we are self sufficient then!... I found the war-weary
indifference and complacency of so many of those around me hard to
understand, and even harder to bear at first. They seemed so blind to
what to me seemed so obvious!... but once I got to college... the trauma
of my rehabilitation melted away. I was once again in training for active
service – and there is no discharge in this war!”
He produced the book in 1989. His dedication in the front is:
This book is dedicated to those prisoners of war who did not get back,
especially those of Staleg 1Va, whose funerals it was the author’s sad
privilege to conduct.
He died in 1996 from a cancer which the doctors said related back to the
privations he had endured as a young man.
I just hope that through sharing these experiences, not just his, but so
many others, we can keep our lives in perspective, know what we believe
in, what in this lovely island of ours is worth ‘fighting’ for, to have respect
and empathy for those in different situations as ourselves, whatever their
beliefs are- or aren’t. Especially those from different faiths and cultures
who may be struggling to accept new values and rebuild their lives after
trauma.
Pat Coles
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