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Useful Contacts 
 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 
Community PCSO Richard Bradley   101 or email 

Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk  
Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 

   Community Warden Team  07811 271 299 
   Neighbourhood Watch   Martin Porter - email 
   porter118@btinternet.com  

Crime Stoppers    0800 555111 
   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Consumer Direct    01845 4040506 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council   08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 
   Craig Mackinlay  MP   01843 589266 
   Ash Parish Council Clerk   01304 832909 
   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 

   Ash Village Hall Enquiries  01304 813087 
Environmental Health   01304 872215 

   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 
Ash Library     01304 812440 

Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111 or www.nhs.uk  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 

Education  KCC Area Office    03000 414141 
   Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faith’s Prep School   01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology School  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwood School  01304 613286 

Transport  National Rail TrainTracker™  0871 2004950 
   Stagecoach East Kent Ltd  0845 6002299 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 

 

mailto:Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
mailto:Richard.Bradley@Kent.Police.uk
mailto:porter118@btinternet.com
http://www.nhs.uk/
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This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We 

welcome items from individuals and 
village organisations. All items 
should come with a note of the 
contributor’s name. The editor 

reserves the right both to edit and 
not to publish anything she 

receives. Items on church matters 
do not represent the official position 

of the Church of England. 

 

Email copy for the next edition by 
Monday 16th November at 

rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 
post hard copy at 69, The Street, 

Ash. 

Products and services advertised 
have not been tested and are not 
endorsed by the Parish Church. 

Send advertising enquiries to 

ashpm.ads@gmail.com  

Front cover illustration: Dove of 
Peace by Pat Coles.  
See Reflections page 28.  

Magazine Subscription  
 
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine! 
To arrange to a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rebecca on 07443 
605873. 

23 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
mailto:ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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  Church Services for November  

1st    9am: Holy Cross, Goodnestone 
8th    Remembrance Sunday Service (see below) 10.30: St Nicholas’, Ash 
15th   9am: Holy Cross, Goodnestone 
22nd  9am: St Nicholas’, Ash 
 

The following procedures will be in place: 

 It is now mandatory to wear face coverings unless you are exempt.  

 On arrival sanitise hands. 

 To comply with Track and Trace we will be taking names and 
contact details. These will be held for 21 days and then shredded. 

 Sit in alternate pews - in family groups only. Service booklets will 
already be in place. 

 Communion will be in one kind only (bread) and sanitise hands 
before and after receiving communion. 

 Please note at this time we are not able to sing, take round the 
offertory, share the Peace or offer refreshments after the service. 

 
Please note that even though the cooler weather is now with us, for 
everyone’s wellbeing we have to ensure that there is adequate 
ventilation when we are gathered together for services, so doors will 
need to remain propped open. Obviously, it would be very wasteful to 
switch the central heating on, so we are asking you to wrap up warm 
and bring a blanket if you wish! Thank you for your understanding. 

 
Remembrance Service  
Sunday 8th November at St Nicholas’ 

 
In past years we have held a service of Remembrance at St Nicholas’ that 
starts in the church and then proceeds to the war memorial, where 2 
minutes’ silence is observed and the names read out of those fallen in the 
two world wars. It is also an opportunity to remember all those who gave 
their lives for their country at other times. The service is usually attended 
by 100 or so people. 
This year we are restricted in what we can do if we are to comply with the 
necessary restrictions imposed by the coronavirus pandemic.  
In church we observe safe spacing during services - this limits the 
capacity to 50 people all wearing face masks.  
In addition, Dover District Council have advised that they do not 
encourage public gatherings, and thus we will not be conducting part of 
the service at the war memorial this year. 
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To enable this year’s service to take place safely we will be limiting the 
congregation to 50; currently we are nearly fully booked - please contact 
one of the churchwardens (telephone numbers below) if you would like to 
reserve one of the remaining places. 
The service will follow the familiar format but with the 2 minutes’ silence 
observed in church. The start and finish of the silence will be signified by 
the tolling of one of the church bells - this will enable members of the 
village to share in the observance. The names of the fallen will be read 
out during the service.  
At the end of the service the congregation will remain in their seats when 
a party of 6 people (led by the Rev David Moulden) will proceed to the 
war memorial for a brief wreath-laying ceremony. It is very important that 
people do not congregate at the memorial for this part of the service. 
Given these arrangements we may have to ask people not to enter the 
church if we have reached capacity - so if you would like to attend please 
contact one of the wardens. 

Rev David Moulden  

 
Jenny Taylor (0778 0694711) , Bill Vennart (812628)  
 
All Saints Chillenden open for Private Prayer 
 

Now that we are able to have weekly Sunday services within the 
Benefice, most of our churches will not be opening for private prayer for 
the foreseeable future.  
However, All Saints, Chillenden is remaining open - from 10am to 6pm 
every Sunday and Wednesday.  
Please observe all the signage regarding social distancing, hand 
sanitising and all visitors must wear face coverings unless they are 
exempt.  
Please do not visit if you are experiencing Covid-19 symptoms. 
  

Worship Online - Live Sunday Services for the Canonry Benefice 
  
Rev David warmly invites you to join him and take part in live online 
church services – with readings, prayers and music – on Sundays at 
11am. 
The service will be live-streamed on You Tube and Facebook: 
You Tube – www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice/ 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice
http://www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice/
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Links for news and updates 

The usual weekly news sheet that was available at church services can 
be found online 
at www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and www.st8nicholas.org.uk       
If you would like to be added to the weekly news e-bulletin, please email 
Emma at thecanonrybenefice@hotmail.com  

 
Salvation Army Food Donations 
  

To mark the harvest season 
St Nicholas’ Church decided 
to organise a collection of 
packed lunch items to help 
the Salvation Army in 
Margate.  
In previous years we had 
collected produce that could 
be used in the making of the 
50 hot lunches they provided 
every weekday from their 

Citadel. Coronavirus had made this impossible so since March they had 
been handing out 50-60 packed lunch bags every weekday instead. 
When I contacted them they asked if we could provide 4 items: crisps, 
juice cartons, biscuit bars and tinned sandwich filling.  
The church porch was open each day for a week and the village took this 
project to their hearts as you can see from the photo.  
Two villagers kindly volunteered to take our gifts to Margate and their 
timing was impeccable as you can see from the email I received from 
their Commanding Officer, Major Oliver: 
  
How can I say thank you... 
I am just overwhelmed by the donations received yesterday. 
Just before Peter and Mike arrived, I was drawing up a shopping list..... 
And then the shopping list became non-existent... 
Please convey my grateful thanks to all whom have contributed to your 
collection. 
Once again...  Many, many thanks 
Richard Oliver (Major) 
  
So thank you for your generosity from us at St Nicholas too! 

Jenny Taylor   

http://www.canonrybenefice.org.uk/
http://www.st8nicholas.org.uk/
mailto:thecanonrybenefice@hotmail.com
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The Christmas Play 
 
It is with regret that I have decided that it is not possible to put together a 
play, based again on some scenes from the Medieval Mystery Plays, for 
performance, even if filmed in an empty church, to go to the streamed 
service. Too many people are wary of coming out to rehearse or 
committing without knowing what the future months will bring. But I thank 
those who did show an interest and hope we will be able to meet up to 
prepare something for 2021.  
David, who played Joseph so authentically and creatively last year, 
summed up my feelings so well that I am taking the liberty of quoting him: 
“My view is that these wonderful cultural artefacts, that have come down 
to us from so many centuries in the past, can be trusted to wait for us 
patiently to pick them up again in a few months’ time(hopefully!). Better to 
play safe.”  
Time is running out and I would not want to present something that did 
not live up to the high standard the brave group of actors managed last 
year.   
So, I hope you all manage a safe and happy Christmas season, though 
very different from the norm, enjoy all that you are able to do and I hope 
that the new year will give us all a really positive new beginning.   

Pat Coles 

St Nicholas’ Church Spire (cont.) 
 
With reference to our piece in October’s magazine regarding the above. 
We mentioned in the article that the work would not be going ahead if we 
were not blessed with the Attwood Fabric Fund.  
We have received some feedback asking for some background 
concerning the origins of the fund.  
All our documents are now kept in the archives at Canterbury Cathedral 
so an intrepid ‘volunteer’ has offered to book a slot and do some 
investigating and write a piece for December’s magazine, so watch this 
space! 
 
 

 Parish Register 
 
Wedding 
Kimberley Lawson & Aldred Wright - St Nicholas’ - Saturday 3rd October.              
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The Parish Letter 

A-level results this summer made headline news in a few tabloids. Editors 
used various words to describe the results, one being ‘a debacle’; even if 
this was overstated, the repercussions created a furore. The organised 
public wrath of a group of articulate parents, head teachers and the ex-
chief inspector of schools must be, for many politicians, the stuff of 
nightmares. In the middle of August, Ofqual and Williamson announced 
that the algorithm method for calculating A-level results would be 
abandoned, since they had lost the confidence of the teaching profession, 
and teacher assessments would be used instead. (One of the reasons for 
this u-turn was that the algorithm decided that poor grades in the past 
meant students had to be marked down sharply again). The education 
minister, Gavin Williamson, remains in post despite widespread calls for 
him to resign. Meanwhile, Boris Johnson lay the blame squarely on a 
‘mutant algorithm’ for the exam grades ‘disruption’. Can a ‘mutant 
algorithm’ be held responsible for this failure and politically embarrassing 
u-turn? 

At present, the media is dominated by the pandemic. Our anxieties stem 
from not being in control and our worst nightmares revolve around the 
creation of things that suddenly oppose, and, potentially, overpower us. In 
his analysis of future risk, Australian philosopher Toby Ord in his book 
The Precipice identifies unaligned artificial intelligence as one of the 
greatest threats to the future of the human race. The fumbling of UK A-
level results showed what a badly designed algorithm is capable of and 
how it can potentially mess up young lives at a stroke. But is Ord right in 
his idea that artificial intelligence is ‘one of our greatest threats to the 
future of the human race’? Global pandemics aside, what about climate 
change? Dystopian futures may still be mocked, but we would do well to 
focus our attention on today’s algorithms, and especially adaptive 
algorithms that learn on the job to make their own assessments. 

Machine learning, or adaptive, algorithms can develop their own 
knowledge and can act in ways their inventors never intended and are 
increasingly gatekeepers for social goods. Job applications are frequently 
sifted by algorithms and it is estimated that 72% of CVs are ‘never seen 
by human eyes’. Machines are also used to judge a person’s character 
and ability by deep trawls of the personal data made available online – 
browsing history, views and connections made on social media. Latent 
weaknesses, like addictions, are illuminated.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000lmt5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000lmt5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000lmt5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000lmt5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000lmt5
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The more we engage in social media feeds, the more we are giving away 
to sources we do not know even exist. We are sanguine about the 
exchange of personal privacy online for a chance to make connections 
with others, the assumption being that our data is only being used to sell 
us stuff – stuff we might actually like. The reality is different. Algorithms 
use every granule of our personal data to decide credit scores and 
access to tenancies. They may already be used to determine how much 
we pay in life insurance premiums or motor insurance. And this is only the 
beginning. 

In his excellent Future Politics, barrister Jamie Susskind points out that 
machine learning algorithms can only learn from the data to which they 
are applied. He cites a competition in which 600,000 entrants globally 
sent selfies to be judged by an adaptive algorithm. Of the 44 faces judged 
to be the most attractive, 38 were white and only one had visibly dark 
skin. Susskind concludes: 

No matter how smart an algorithm is, if it is fed a partial or misleading 
view of the world it will treat unjustly those who have been hidden from its 
view or presented in an unfair light. 

Most coders will be well-intentioned, but are subject to unconscious – as 
well as conscious – biases that feed into their work. Human justice is 
flawed, but flexible, and capable of layered empathy – grasping 
circumstances intuitively and in a way an algorithm could not hope to 
achieve. Computers remain a poor facsimile of humanity - good servants - 
but bad masters. 

There are no grounds however, for Luddism - these developments are 
here to stay. We cannot un-invent algorithms and they will, in any case, 
do much good. Instead, our ethical debate should catch up with 
technological developments. But alarmingly, the car is at the moment 
speeding away and we are running breathlessly behind it. Most of us 
have no idea where this car is going but we would do well to give more 
attention to this development. Amidst the opportunities, it presents a 
genuine risk to the cause of justice, equality and what it means to be 
human, in a world where God has granted us great freedom. The Bible 
asserts that we are made in the image of God and endowed with a 
conscience that informs richly. No algorithm can equal that. 

Rev David Moulden 
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Parish Magazine Price Rise 
 

The Parish Magazine continues to bring interesting articles, news and 
notes to Ash and, more recently, the villages of Elmstone, Preston , 
Goodnestone, Chillenden and Nonnignton through their membership of 
the Canonry Benefice.  
The magazine, under the expert editorial guidance of Rebecca Smith and 
Pat Coles, combines material from both the churches and the villages, to 
form a valuable source of communication and enlightenment for the 
whole community. 
For some time the cost of the magazine to the subscribers has remained 
fixed, and its production has been supported by the advertisers and the 
provision of the printer by the Jack Foat Trust. Production and distribution 
is carried out by volunteers - all deserve thanks. 
Over the years the price of paper and the running costs of the printer 
have increased, and it is now time we reflected this in the price of the 
magazine.  
The new price of the magazine, from January 2021, will be £1 per edition, 
and £10 per year for a regular subscription (saving of £2 over the year). 
We will also be providing an electronic version if you prefer - details of this 
can be found from the editors or churchwardens. 
We do hope you will agree that the new price still makes the magazine 
‘good value’ and we look forward to continuing to provide a good quality 
publication.  

The Magazine Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy 
 
Churchwardens:  
Elmstone: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 01304 812511. 
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054 
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804. 
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 0778 069 4711 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628. 
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402. 
 
Retired Clergy:  
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304 812543. 
 
Reader:  
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249 
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Onlooker:  

A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday 

5th October 2020. 

Dover District Council (DDC) have now taken back DDC owned 
properties which recently had been managed by East Kent Housing. But 
the most concerning part of the report was that the new Government 
housing calculation for the Dover area has indicated a potential increase 
from just over 600 homes per year to 1300 homes per year.  
Ash Parish Council (APC) are still dismayed/disgusted by the DDC 
decision to allow planning for 76 houses on the proposed Saunders Lane 
site, this site was not one of the sites selected in the Ash NDP.  
As a result this decision has definitely soured the relationship between 
the two councils especially as there had been several meetings to discuss 
the Ash Neighbourhood Development plan which DDC seemed to 
support.   
APC had written to DDC planning to obtain clarification on the decision as 
it went against the proposed Ash NDP sites. The reply indicated the 
wishes of APC had been noted but they were not strong enough to turn 
the application down.  
DDC had not broken any of the rules but the Chairman aptly summed it 
up by saying “it may not have broken any rules but it certainly went 
against the spirit of the law”. 
There are no routes of appeal for the Parish Council over the decision but 
it was agreed the Parish Council would write to DDC emphasising their 
disgust with the decision.  
The more concerning issue was that Councillor Mike Conolly indicated 
even when Ash NDP has been accepted odd sites outside of the NDP 
may still come forward and be accepted for housing due to the pressure 
on DDC for an increase in housing in the Dover area.  
On a completely different note, house owners at the bottom of Pudding 
Lane were concerned about a deep open ditch/drain which no one 
seemed to own but in its present state seemed quite dangerous.  
The clerk was due to meet with Kent Highways who hopefully could 
confirm ownership and request some form of fencing be erected. 
 

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304 
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the Parish 
Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

 

tel:01304%20832%20909
tel:01304%20832%20909
mailto:clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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Ash Village Hall Update 
 
We are pleased to say that the Hall has re-opened, albeit in a limited form 
at present.  Some classes have now resumed: dog training, zumba and 
tai chi and we have welcomed a couple of new yoga sessions and a 
children’s karate class.  
These are ‘permitted activities’ with the organiser having carried out a 
Covid-19 risk assessment, limiting class sizes and complying fully with 
our Special Conditions of Hire during the current pandemic. 
The committee are continuing to work hard to keep the hall ‘Covid-19 
Secure’ and minimise any risk to visitors and the wider community. 
Unfortunately, that does mean that we cannot allow any party bookings or 
other social events where social distancing would be difficult to maintain.  
In addition, the popular monthly coffee mornings will not return in the near 
future and KCC have not yet confirmed when they will be able to re-open 
the library. 
We will provide a further update as soon as possible. 
Along with many other charities our income has been severely affected by 
the prolonged closure of the hall and the continued restrictions on 
activities. 
To help build our funds we have signed up to the Dover District Lotto and, 
if you are able to, please help by buying tickets and spreading the news! 
Tickets cost £1 per week and we receive 50% of the money from tickets 
sold if you choose us as your good cause. A further 10% goes to other 
local good causes. 
Please visit our Lotto page to find out more: 
https://www.doverlotto.com/support/ash-village-hall 
If you have any queries, suggestions or have any concerns about the hall, 
please do not hesitate to contact us by emailing 
diary@ashvillagehall.org.uk or visiting our website 
http://ashvillagehall.org.uk 
Thank you all for your continued support.  

Ash Village Hall Management Committee 

 
The Ash Society 
The Ash Society committee have decided, following the latest statement 
from the Prime Minister, to delay our next meeting until 21st October, 
2021. As members of the Society have already paid membership fees for 
the current year these will be carried over to cover 2022. 

Ray Cooper 

 

https://www.doverlotto.com/support/ash-village-hall
mailto:diary@ashvillagehall.org.uk
http://ashvillagehall.org.uk/
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Ash Cricket Club 

 
What a season!  Or half season. Even in June we didn't know whether 
recreational cricket would be allowed this summer - and, if so, certainly 
not when. International and county cricket had started but what about the 
grassroots? 
Finally, the go ahead arrived, albeit with the anticipated restrictions. No 
changing rooms, no showers, no kitchen, no teas laid on for the players, 
no nothing - but it didn't matter, we could put on matches at last! A hastily 
arranged league with fixtures for both of our Saturday Xls was formed, 
and some strong opponents were in the mix. In addition to these 
restrictions, the fielders were required to collectively sanitise their hands 
every six overs. We started in July and have had just over two months of 
wonderful cricket to enjoy in some thrilling matches. The weather, for the 
most part, was glorious and continued well into September. Although 
inclement weather led to the postponement of our annual Pat Smalley 
Memorial Match against Sandwich Town, this was eventually played on a 
very warm day during their Cricket Week and a superb performance led to 
a decisive Ash victory. 
It has been an historic - and hopefully unique - summer, in which  
Ash CC's games were watched by more live spectators than all of those 
played by Kent and England combined!  
Many thanks are due to our hard working members who made it all 
possible. Our skippers were involved in setting up the league, our players 
made themselves available as never before and our regular umpires were 
as reliable as ever. Those who worked on the ground and the sight 
screens did a superb job. An efficient bar - which, thank goodness, was 
permitted - provided a convivial element to our post-match socialising as 
we spread ourselves out near the boundary.  
A Covid-compliant "gin evening" was brilliantly organised and much 
enjoyed as a fundraiser, just as the earlier Zoom quizzes and online 
Fantasy Cricket competitions had been. 
 Everything has been skilfully guided by a well-marshalled committee - 
quietly from the background in this strange year - and we are clearly 
fortunate in having so many keen volunteers, both young and not so 
young, working hard throughout the club. 
We hope next season will be a little longer but, long or short, we shall 
certainly enjoy 2021 and will continue to extend a very warm welcome to 
spectators, friends and new players. Oh, and did I say? Our 1st Xl won 
the league in great style! 

Peter Ewart 
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League of Friends for Kent and Canterbury Hospital 
Ash Branch 
 
The total amount raised by our stall at St Peter’s in Sandwich for 
September was £99.00.   
The stall will continue on Thursdays up to and including 17th December 
and all the time people want to run the stalls on Saturdays we will be 
there too.   
We are going to hold a Christmas-themed stall in November and 
December. We are also still collecting used stamps.   

Marion Martin 

 

Meet Up Mondays  
 
We are meeting in the Chequer from 10am. Social distancing is in place.  
Please note we welcome everyone and anyone abiding by the pub rules.  
Enter through the front door exit through the rear follow internal arrows.  
Wear a mask on walking around and through the building.  
Taking mask off when seated and of course drinking hot tea / coffee and 
eating your biscuits! 
Don’t be fed up with your own company any longer!  
 

Ash and Westmarsh WI 

 

Five members - Joy Comfort, Nanette McCarthy, Jan Mylod, Val Smith, 
Sarah Stephenson, and Maureen Williamson, took up the "Step Up 
September" challenge during their bi-monthly walks and got themselves 
sponsored in aid of the Trussell Trust (foodbanks), raising £160; well 
done all of you. 

                                                                           Jean Ryan - 

President 

 

Christmas 2020 at Preston and Elmstone Churches 
Dec-a-tree! 

 
In these very strange times both of our churches sadly remain locked. 
However, Christmas is an important time of year in the Church’s calendar. 
To this end the Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches will be 
purchasing two substantial Christmas trees; one will be placed outside the 
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west door of Elmstone Church and the other outside the porch at Preston 
Church. The plan is to light both trees with white lights on a timer setting 
so that they can be seen from a distance. In addition we plan to have a 
Dec-a-Tree time on the following dates: 
Elmstone Saturday 12th December 3-4pm 
Preston Sunday 13th December 3-4pm 
We hope that people of any age from our village communities will bring 
weather-proofed decorations to hang on the trees and to join us for hot 
chocolate in socially distanced groups.  
The lights will be switched on for the first time as darkness falls. The 
decorations can be made using any materials but do need to be weather-
proofed as we are intending to leave the trees up until January 4th or 5th.  
If anyone is stuck for ideas we do have some wooden shapes that just 
need decorating, perhaps painting or maybe varnishing and a ribbon, 
raffia or string to hang them. These plain wooden decorations will be 
available from Monday 2nd November at the pay desk in Preston Garden 
Centre. They will be free of charge, two per family please – they just need 
your decorating skills! 
Please do join us with this venture; we hope to see you at Dec-a-Tree on 
either or both December 12th or 13th where there will be a donation basket 
to raise funds for a Christmas party for the children in the charity Educate 
for Change in East Africa. Do come! 

Alison Stone 

The Arts Society Sandwich 
 
During the period of restrictions due to the pandemic, The Arts Society 
Sandwich is providing the autumn programme of live monthly lectures 
over the internet via Zoom, each lecture starting at 6.45pm. 
The next lecture will be on Monday 2nd November. 
'Poets, Painters and Private Lives in 19th century Venice' 
Douglas Skeggs will deliver a personal tour of 19th century Venice in 
search of painters, poets and authors, the lives they led, the customs and 
rituals they found and the images they created. 
If you would like to participate please email your request 
to info@tass.org.uk 
Non-members welcome though a £5 contribution per lecture would be 
appreciated. For membership and programme information please 
visit http://www.sandwichdfas.org.uk 

William Fortescue  

mailto:info@tass.org.uk
http://www.sandwichdfas.org.uk/
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Age Concern Sandwich  
 
Most services, including meals on wheels, hairdressing and, foot care are 
now open.  
We are now offering limited lunches in the centre but bookings only due 
to social distancing measures set in place.  
We still need volunteers for our charity shops, telephone befriending, food 
preparation in kitchen and in the tea bar areas. If anyone would like more 
information on meals or volunteering please contact me on 01304 
614237. 

Jane Goring 

Autumnal Colours 
 
I took this photo whilst 
walking with my little 
dog in the Ash 
recreation grounds, 
this Sorbus tree (I 
think) is glorious and 
laden with its berries! 

Rosemary 

Murgatroyd 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Editor’s note: To see 
the picture in all its 
glory head to the 
parish website at 
www.s8nicholas.org 
and click on the 
‘parish magazines’ 
link when the link 
goes live at the end of
 November.)
 

http://www.s8nicholas.org/
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Viewpoint 

Amongst the red poppies every November, you may have seen the 
occasional white one: They have been around since 1933. 
People who wear them will tell you they have met with a variety of 
reactions – mostly puzzlement, certainly interest, but also hostility and the 
suggestion that they are an insult to the British Legion and all it stands 
for. 
I contacted the organisation, the Peace Pledge Union, who gave 
permission to publish verbatim the following leaflet. 
Their website, whitepoppy.org, is there if you want to know more and I 
have some poppies, if you wish to wear one, either alongside your red 
one, or alone. Contact 01304 812776. 

Paddy O’Halloran 

White Poppies Are For Peace Without Violence 

White Poppies for Peace made their first appearance on Armistice Day 
1933. With the rising domestic and international tensions at the time, 
concern grew that the war to end all wars, in which so many had died or 
languished in prison for refusing to fight, would now be followed by an 
even worse war. The white poppy was an expression of this concern, 
particularly for women – many of whom were mothers, sisters, widows 
and sweethearts of men harmed in the First World War. 
The white poppy became a symbol of our inability to settle conflicts 
without resorting to killing. While the red poppy raises funds for the British 
Legion, the white poppy’s aim is to promote debate and rally support for 
resistance to war. 
Hundreds of wars later, and the killing of more than 200 million people, 
the white poppy continues to be a reminder of the world’s failure to 
prevent war. It is a symbol of grief for everyone harmed by war but, more 
importantly, it represents a commitment to work for a world where 
conflicts will be resolved without violence and with justice 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you got a story or photo to share? 
It could be a photo taken locally, a piece of family history or your views 
and opinions of life in the parish. 
Please send articles, letters and pictures to the editors via email: 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmaill.com or hard copy at 69 The Street, Ash. 
We look forward to hearing from you! 

Rebecca and Pat 

Your magazine editors 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmaill.com
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Garden Jottings for November 

It has certainly been a bumpy year, each month bringing a similarity of 
weather: dry periods followed by strong winds and rain. 

However, most plants seem to have survived, though some like Phlox and 
tall white Shasta Daisies were over before they had hardly opened and 
unfortunately most of these, in spite of dead heading, have not 
reflowered, though some in more sheltered gardens may have been more 
fortunate. However, Delphiniums and Lupins really responded to the early 
cutback of first blooms with a lovely display along with Dahlias and 
Michaelmas Daisies. 

Check any stored crops periodically as one bad apple (or onion) can spoil 
the rest. My first trial of winter lettuce (little gem, variety Vailan) have been 
most successful and I will try to overwinter a succession of these as they 
heart up quite quickly. 

With all the autumn wind and rain it’s advisable to keep firming soil 
around plants and shrubs. Sprouts and other brassicas need to be really 
well-firmed into the ground as they are rather top-heavy until the sprouts 
have formed. If they are ready, these should be picked from the bottom of 
the stem upwards. 

All currant bushes, raspberries and rhubarb will benefit from manure or at 
least some homemade compost mulch. Do spread this around the plant, 
not up the stems, as the roots spread outwards, and it can cause stems to 
rot off. 

Runner beans can be cut down and composted remembering to save 
some pods to dry for next year’s seed crop. You will usually find some 
well-filled ripe pods hidden away among the tendrils. After a slow start we 
have had a good crop. Clean and dry your poles and store somewhere 
under cover. A good easy way to grown runner beans is up canes in a 
wigwam formation. Small plastic discs with notches to take 7 or 8 canes 
can be bought and will grow quite a successful crop – even in a large pot 
it will be worthwhile. 

Apples and tomatoes have given a wonderful harvest this year. A yellow 
cherry tomato (Sungold) has not made it to the table, having made a good 
snack while passing to the compost bins! 

Hedges should be tidied now, don’t forget to make the top narrower than 
the bottom and mulch the roots, even grass cuttings can be used here. 
Watch out from brambles or ivy which will engulf hedges in a short time. 
Briar roses also appear and they all should be removed at the base. I 
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believe birds must clean their beaks and drop seeds below. Though many 
birds visit my garden I am sad that my one lone Thrush, in spite of his 
mating song, seems not to have found a mate here and has departed. Try 
to keep feeding birds as they are useful allies in the garden, but if you are 
sporadic in feeding, they waste energy flying to empty feeders. 

Scoop fallen leaves from the pond and remove dead and decaying Lilly 
leaves and other pond plants. Fountains and water features should be 
given a good clean and pumps serviced and stood down, but movements 
of waterfalls or cascades are good to keep oxygen circulating in the 
water. Bird baths and tables should also be thoroughly cleaned and kept 
full. Feed fish more sparingly as food not eaten will foul the water. 

Brush leaves from borders but heap up over tender perennials to protect 
from frost. Clean leaves from herbs and trim back. Take some mint plants 
in the greenhouse for winter use. 

This month, Tulips and all Alliums can be planted in groups in the beds or 
pots also small Iris, Crocus, and Anemone Blanda can be planted near 
the house or pathways. 

If you have a good showing of Holly berries and like them in the house for 
Christmas decoration, cut sprays and store in a bucket of water in a cool 
place where they will last well and the birds will not strip the tree before 
you can use them. 

Roses and shrubs can be planted now if the ground is not frozen. Make 
sure to put bone meal or proprietary rose food in the hole with some 
compost. Make sure you have a large enough hole to spread the roots 
out or tease any roots that are tightly wound together if planting from pot-
grown species. 

After all this work, take a break, and start working through seed and plant 
catalogues to plan for next year. Keep in mind especially insect and bee 
attractive flowers and seeding crops. We must be aware of the declining 
wildlife even here in the country.  

Thirty years ago, when I moved to Pudding Lane, there were many more 
butterflies and moths. Probably the intensive way the fields are farmed 
now has a great impact on this. We have orchards with no wild flowers or 
brambles and fields sterile with only the crop and no areas for flowers. 
Where are the field daises, Scabiosa, Poppies, Knapweed and Vetch and 
the cover for rabbits, hares and foxes that used to be seen? 

Christine Brown 
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A Little Bit of Science 

Is there a hole in my bucket? 
 

I expect most of you will have noticed 
that the scaffolding on the church tower 
has now ‘risen above the parapet’ and is 
heading towards the top of the spire . 
The structure is there so that the roofing 
specialists can remove the lead tiles that 
have expanded due to exposure to the 
sun ), have them melted down and 
recast to form a new cladding. You may 
remember from a previous note that the 
spire has been re-clad approximately 
every 120 years since 1550! 
On 14th September the first 4 scaffolding 
poles, in the form of a rectangle, were held against the tower by 3 people 
to form the basis for what you can now see. As I watched it was quite 
clear that although the poles are very heavy (two weighed 35kg) the 
structure was unstable and easily twisted and deformed. It was not until 
two cross struts were added that the rectangle became rigid and could 
form the basis for the tower of scaffolding later to unfold over the next 3 
weeks. It is well known that structures become more stable and stronger 
with appropriate shape and cross beams, even though the beams do not 
constitute a significant extra amount of material. 
Another example of shape generating structural stability is a bucket. A 
sheet of plastic (suitable to make a bucket) buckles and bends, for 
example, if it is flexed. However, when it is shaped into a cylinder, ‘glued’ 
to the bucket base and a rim formed, the structure is stiffened. It has now 
been formed into a rigid vessel for carrying water, for example - and, also, 
‘there is no longer a hole in my bucket’.  
It is instructive to look around to see how many everyday structures are 
strengthened by the judicial use of shape, struts and beams - for example 
bridges, marquees, cranes, canoes etc  
Each part of the scaffolding structure surrounding the church tower and 
spire has been hauled up by Paul using a rope pulley and collected at the 
top by Tom (the foreman) and another Paul, who have carried out the 
construction work. The scaffolders have done an excellent job, and 
should be rightly proud of their accomplishment and contribution to this 
historic work. 

Bill Vennart 

Photo: Richard Palmer 
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Food Stories  

The Marsh Family Quiche   

I was born in Holness Road, Ash, the youngest of four children to Mary 
and Colin Marsh.  My mother and grandmother were excellent cooks and 

my father who was a sailor, would bake the 
bread when he came home. 
As a young boy I always loved to watch and 
help with the cooking and I remember to this 
day, when I was 11 years old, being allowed 
to make my first quiche for our tea.  My 
interest in cooking lasted and after finishing 
school I went to college in Folkestone to 
learn catering and then worked locally in 
well-known hotels and restaurants. 
Years later, I gave up this work to look after 
my Mum and it was then my turn to do the 
cooking for her. Her quiche recipe was 
always a favourite. I hope you enjoy it. 

Victor Marsh 

The recipe (Editor’s note: This could make 5-6 quiches – Victor had been 

cooking for a big family after all!)  

The pastry: 
500g flour 
250g margarine or butter 
Water to bind 
 
The filling: 
6 eggs 
30 fl oz milk 
Grated cheddar cheese sufficient to almost fill pastry case 
Bacon pieces 
Sliced tomatoes 
 
Method: 
Combine pastry ingredients to make dough and roll out to line cases. 
Whisk together eggs and milk. 
Place grated cheese in pastry case and cover with eggs and milk mixture. 
Add bacon and sliced tomatoes to top of quiche. 
Cook at 200C until set and browned on top. 
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Stories from the Archives (9) 
If only our Spire had eyes and ears... 
 
Scaffolding surrounds the church spire! Well, you can't have missed such 
an obvious sight but it may surprise the reader to learn that we're 
currently witnessing a fairly uncommon scene, as this occurs only once or 
twice a century at most, when major repairs are required. And if one looks 
back over several centuries, it can be seen that these "major repairs" are, 
in fact, merely routine maintenance. It's just that, over the years, the costs 
have gone up a bit! 
 
What do we mean by "several" centuries? Our church was almost entirely 
rebuilt in the late 13th century but the massive, central tower was not 
added until about 1500, probably in the 1490s. And the spire on top? Was 
it erected immediately on the new tower or added some time later? We 
simply don't know exactly how old it is, but research among our own - and 
other - surviving archives can help us. It's clear that in 1613 the 
parishioners of Ash had voted to raise a levy from among themselves - 
and from outdwellers who held property in Ash - for "the reparation of the 
church steeple" because it was recorded in the Visitations of the 
Archdeacon of Canterbury the following year that George Gibbons of 
Bridge had refused to pay his contribution. So there's a bit of a clue. But 
we must remember that although the term "steeple" usually describes a 
tower and spire, it could occasionally refer to a tower alone. However, if 
the spire was in place by then, clearly it already needed repairs, whether 
major or minor. 
 
A much better clue emerges about 20 years later. Very expensive work 
was required up there, mostly involving lead and timber - the very 
materials from which the spire is constructed. The churchwardens forked 
out £114 5s 11d in 1635 - and of this sum, £83 2s 11d went to one man, 
"Justes the plumar." Today, we'd call him Mr Justice the plumber and we 
know that work with lead always involved a plumber - or should have 
done. He charged the church for exchanging new lead for old, for 
acquiring additional lead and for carrying and recarrying it "from Ash to 
Cantarburi." And, of course, "for his laying of it on the Steepplle." Tom 
Clifford worked on the timber, John Mosse helped to carry it up there and 
Tom Bax the blacksmith provided plenty of nails, spikes and dodges. 
George Snoad, John Collenson and Tom Coulson picked up £1 16s 6d 
between them for odd tasks during the repairs. One hopes that someone 
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is making a very careful note this winter of who does what up there, as it 
would be a pity not to be able to read all about it in another 400 years! 
 
Major repairs were hardly likely be needed on a new or "newish" needle 
spire. Regardless of the 1613 expenditure, therefore, the picture begins to 
emerge of a spire built well back in the 16th century, perhaps during the 
early part of Queen Elizabeth's reign. Or even earlier, during her father 
Henry Vlll's time, when the tower itself was a relative newcomer. But 
enough of speculation - the writer will settle for an unspecified date in that 
tumultuous Tudor century. There it was, then, dominating the village and 
the surrounding district, not to mention the skyline for any traveller in 
these parts of eastern Kent, as well as for keen-eyed mariners at sea to 
the east and north. Many of us have climbed those 104 ancient, worn 
steps inside the tower, emerging into the open alongside the wide base of 
the spire, but the weather vane at its summit is much higher still and 
commands an even wider panorama. What sights it must have witnessed 
in four or five centuries! 
 
On a memorable Thursday in September 1573, can it be doubted that the 
people of Ash crowded their street as Queen Elizabeth's enormous, 
colourful retinue, now strung out along the route after completing its four-
day sojourn in Sandwich, made its noisy way to a banquet in Her 
Majesty's honour at Wingham? What a view of the proceedings from up 
there on our tower and spire - if they could see through all the bunting! 
Let's hope there were no self-righteous chuckles in St Nicholas when 
news filtered through of the virgin queen's acute disappointment at the 
state of repair of St Mary's church! And just 15 years later, when distant, 
hilltop beacons were spied twinkling in the west as harbingers of danger, 
we cannot doubt that those winding steps were climbed more than once 
in the hope of catching sight of the Spanish Armada being harried by 
Drake's and Howard's fleet. 
 
A hundred years after Mr Justice the plumber had put everything right up 
there, the lead was causing problems again and more remedial work was 
required. Once more the parishioners - virtually every inhabitant of Ash - 
would be called upon to pay for the work of rectifying the ravages of a 
century's gales, rain, frost and snow. It may have been, and still is, the 
highest point for miles around but doubtless the inhabitants of Wingham, 
Ickham and Minster, whose own needle spires could be picked out on the 
horizon, found it just as expensive a business as did the people of Ash! 
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So - find another plumber? You'd think so, but they didn't! A carpenter of 
Ash, John Pordage, tendered for the work and was accepted. It was 
agreed with the churchwardens that he'd take down the whole spire and 
rebuild it in a workmanlike manner. He'd re-use any timber that was still 
fit, purchase new oak where required and would renew the spindle on the 
weather vane. He would charge £60, and a week later he promised to 
recast all the old lead and pay for any new lead needed, re-covering the 
spire and platform, all for another £26. Who needs a plumber? And yet, 
examining carefully today the record of stage payments made during the 
project, there are clues that things didn't go according to plan. 
 
Pordage, who lived in The Street, was a family man and the parish 
registers tell us that he and Elizabeth had already lost children in infancy. 
While he worked up there on our spire during 1737 and into 1738, at least 
one more child passed away and it doesn't take much imagination to 
picture him glancing down sadly from the scaffolding - his daily place of 
work - at a newly made grave not far from the foot of the church. 
Tragically, a few days after the loss of another baby, John himself also 
died before the job was completed. He had already received over £40 
and Elizabeth was then paid £5 12s 6d, "the remainder of her husband's 
bill." A further £19 outlay and the job was finished by others, possibly for 
less than originally calculated. 
 
Oh dear. Only 33 years later, in April 1771, the leading parishioners met 
twice for urgent discussions - once in the Lion and once in the Ship - 
about the state of the spire! This time they went into the costings far more 
thoroughly and finally engaged Henry Carter, another Ash carpenter, to 
erect the scaffolding for £15, whereas John Moore and Crawford Smith, 
both plumbers from Wingham, would be responsible for all the work on 
the lead, including re-casting the old and purchasing new. Henry Hopkins 
would be paid for carriage of the lead to and fro.  
 
The accounts show total expenditure of over £180 but this time it was a 
job well done. What a pity we have no stories of the men who worked up 
there, high above, for months on end. What a view - and what sights they 
must have seen! Perhaps luckily for them, the two plumbers had not been 
up there on the day three years earlier when Daniel Stoddard had been 
lowered into his grave, far below. The sight of the "deceased" waking up 
just before the grave was refilled might have frightened them away from 
Ash forever! (See Parish Magazine, August 2018). And the crashing 
sound of the heavy clock machinery coming loose and falling through the 
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tower ceiling onto the floor below in 1750 would surely have made 
anyone up there jump out of their skin. 
 
Church towers have always been relied upon as useful vantage points, 
much more so than today. It seems highly likely, therefore, that when the 
horizon across eastern Kent turned red, night after night, in the late 
summer and autumn of 1830, the Rev'd George Gleig hastened upwards 
to stand alongside his spire and survey the countryside for miles around, 
as one farmstead after another had its haystacks and barns set ablaze by 
protesting farm workers. A veteran of Wellington's wars, he soon set 
about the labourers. But happier uses of the climb to the top were also 
possible. When Queen Victoria, Prince Albert and their two little children 
trundled along The Street in two large "coaches and four" in 1842 (in the 
opposite direction to her Tudor predecessor) the village was prepared 
with its triumphal arch and expectant crowds, including many excited 
Cartwright schoolchildren. Only from the tower could someone give 
sufficient advance warning: "I can see them! They're coming!"  If so, he 
must have scurried down promptly in order not to miss the fun, as a 
contemporary sketch shows no-one standing behind the parapet! 
 
The work of the Wingham plumbers lasted well but after another century 
the spire required attention again. The church was no longer entitled to 
call upon every inhabitant to contribute but a major local appeal was 
successful, and one or two wealthy families also proved particularly 
generous benefactors, after a mischievous proposal that the spire be 
removed was defeated. Contributions were also secured from the 
Archbishop and Trinity House, the spire having appeared on maritime 
maps for many years. Many more contractors were involved than hitherto 
but once again plumbers and carpenters dominated. Costs had doubled 
in the intervening century, the final bill totalling £364 16s 3d in 1883. 
 
At the turn of the century a flag staff was installed and was first used to 
celebrate the capture of Pretoria from the Boers in 1900. Excitement was 
so wild that it proved almost impossible to acquire bunting anywhere, but 
an enormous flag was obtained, "five yards long and the size of a carpet - 
but it doesn't look at all too large when flying." Both world wars saw 
soldiers perched alongside the spire while practising signalling skills, 
many of them leaving their "calling cards" in graffiti on the lead itself, 
including five volunteers bound for action overseas and an early grave. 
(Parish Magazine, Nov 2014). 
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Eighty years ago this summer the people of Ash had a ringside view of 
the RAF's tussle with the Luftwaffe, but the weather vane atop the spire of 
St Nicholas had the best seat in the house for witnessing the conflict, 
including the spectacular "pasting" received that August by RAF Manston 
and, in the same week, the crashing of a Dornier in the valley south of the 
churchyard, just inside of which two fatalities from the crew of four were 
laid to rest for 20 years. 
 
By now, the "going rate" was clearly a hundred years, so by the mid-
1980s there was no surprise when the spire's lead was deemed unsafe 
and "the heavy weather vane had become insecure because of rot and 
wobble." This was successfully rectified and that was the last time you 
saw the tower fully enveloped in scaffolding. The spire stood up to the 
Great Storm of 1987, whereas that at Minster collapsed. The decision to 
reinstate that landmark was influenced by the wish to perpetuate its status  
as one of a pair of ancient spires facing each other across the marshes.  
 
As for its "twin" at Ash today, why only 35 years this time? Is it a 
throwback to the "John Pordage experience"? We hope not! In fact, the 
heavy lead has slipped and a number of temporary repairs now need to 
be improved upon.  Re-casting of the lead is once again involved but 
steps are being taken to rescue several items of historic graffiti from 
destruction. 
 
Just as their predecessors did on all the earlier occasions, our 
churchwardens have burned much midnight oil in the last year or so - and 
more - while considering and planning this project. Like everything else, 
arrangements were delayed by the pandemic - a problem Mr Justice, 
John Pordage, Messrs Moore & Smith and all the others never had to 
worry about!  And when the scaffolding comes down this winter, we shall 
once again admire the sight that has graced these parts for hundreds of 
years, and which was once described as "the most striking tower and 
spire in the whole of East Kent."  If only it had eyes and ears - and could 
speak to us about all it has witnessed! 
 
Research for this piece has been conducted in the registers, vestry 
minutes and churchwardens' accounts of the parish, held at the 
Cathedral Archives & Library (https://www.canterbury-
cathedral.org/heritage/archives-library/) and further sources in the 
custody of the Ash Heritage Centre (ashheritagegroup@gmail.com) 
 

Peter Ewart 
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November Reflections 

 
‘The Dove of Peace’ is a well-known and popular image, many examples 

can be found on line; many artists have tried to capture the essence of 

the idea including Picasso (prints of this can be bought from John Lewis 

for rather a lot!). Our use of it stems from the story of Noah and the Flood; 

After surviving months afloat on the flood with all landmarks wiped out, 

the rain finally stops (Genesis chapters 6- 9). Noah opens a shutter and 

releases a raven, as we know from the other month – an intelligent bird! 

The raven flies around and come back to the ark. Noah then releases a 

dove, but it “found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to the 

ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth.”  (from The 

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible) He waits a week and sends 

the dove out again, this time it returns, but with a fresh olive leaf in its bill. 

He waits another week for 

the waters to recede further 

and sends her out again, 

she does not return. When 

Noah, his family and all the 

creatures finally disembark, 

God makes a promise, a 

covenant, with the rainbow 

as a reminder of this: 

“...never again shall there 

be a flood to destroy the 

earth…..I have set my bow 

in the clouds and it shall be 

a sign of the covenant between me and the earth”. And so, two potent 

images are set in the human psyche: God’s rainbow and the Dove of 

peace.  

As I started to put this together, storm Alex was raging outside so it 

seemed appropriate! Human failings were the cause of Noah’s flood, so 

what have we learned? We are all becoming more aware of the extreme 

weather being experienced across the globe and human kind must wake 

up to the wrongs that need to be put right; As expressed so clearly in the 

programme recently presented by Sir David Attenborough and Prince 
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William. But there is another strong image of the white dove in the New 

Testament: This year the 29th of this month happens to be Advent Sunday 

when we remember how John the Baptist, the voice crying in the 

wilderness for us to Prepare the Way of the Lord, baptizes Jesus and 

recognizes him as the Son of God. Luke’s Gospel (chap 3 verse21) tells 

us; “Now when all the people had been baptized… Jesus also had been 

baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 

descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 

Heaven, ‘You are my son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’.” 

(John’s gospel also has this story as told by John the Baptist to priests 

who were questioning him.) So, the dove, especially a white dove 

becomes a symbol of peace, purity, and for Christians; the Holy Spirit.  

White or fantailed doves are sometimes known as release doves, as in 

parts of the world they are bred and sold to be released at weddings, 

funerals and other celebrations as a symbol of love and peace. They are 

also the sort that magicians cause to appear out of hats! They are in fact 

domesticated Barbary Doves, bred from the African collared dove, 

interbreeding creating the pure white strain we know today. They 

probably spread to Spain and Italy with the Moorish invaders and traders 
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and were established in England by the late Middle Ages. A homing 

pigeon is also known as a release dove, but these white birds have no 

homing instinct and either perish on release or will establish feral 

populations, sometimes interbreeding with Eurasian collared doves, as 

can be seen in Trafalgar Square in London.  

The National Trust has a number of ancient dovecotes in its care, these 

are often very large structures made to housing huge breeding colonies of 

white doves (or native doves and pigeon), sometimes freestanding, or 

attached to the manor houses and castles of the upper classes. They 

were first established by the Normans, only the aristocracy were allowed 

to keep them for food, feathers and manure. The earliest were round 

stone built with pointed roofs, in the Tudor period they might be square or 

polygonal, timber framed with thatched or tiled roofs. At Willington in 

Bedfordshire there is a 16th century stone built one to house 1,500 birds!  

In C.J.Sansom’s latest historical novel Tombland, involving Shardlake, a 

lawyer, he describes the unrest in the lands around Norwich in the weeks 

One of our readers has suggested that a drawing to scale of some of the birds featuring in 
this column would be useful, so I hope this helps! I drew round my hand (they are quite 
small!) then measured out the squares for the birds – all drawn life-size on A4 paper. 
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leading up to the peasants’ rebellions of 1548. He describes the serfs in 

one village netting and killing the Lord’s white doves that are decimating 

their meager crops; the dovecote was a huge hexagonal building holding 

hundreds of birds, as one man tells Shardlake: “A great dove house, dove 

eggs and meat are a great delicacy for the rich, but they steal the grain 

from (our) babies mouths.” As the common lands begin to be enclosed for 

the Lord’s sheep, the poverty of the villagers spills over into violence.  

The nearest large existing dovecote I could find on the NT website is at 

Bodiam castle just into East Sussex. I’m sure some of you will have 

visited this ‘romantic’ ruin, where a dovecote was found in the south west 

tower, near the kitchens, with 300 roosting places! The Trust has done 

safety restoration, but it remains a fascinating and mysterious ruin. It 

featured in ‘Monty Python and the Holy Grail’ in the story of Sir Lancelot 

as the Swamp Castle! Also in the film of Camelot and the episode of Dr 

Who; The King’s Demons from 1983… the wonders of the internet! 

Whatever you do, at home, or work or go to visit over this month, stay 

safe and well, let’s hope that the Dove of Peace in whatever form will be 

with us and those we care for and especially at the time of Remembrance 

and will give us peace in our hearts as we look into a difficult future.  

Pat Coless 
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 A big thank you to all our advertisers for supporting the 
parish magazine. 

If you would like to advertise here, please contact: 

ashpm.ads@gmail.com 

mailto:ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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