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The Canonry Benefice of
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Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
Community
PCSO Eva Winter

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999
101 or email
Eva.Winter@kent.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 369314
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440

Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s Prep School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
2

Welcome to the November magazine
Inside this issue

Contacts

What’s On

4

Clergy

Church Notices

5

The Parish Letter

8

Onlooker

10

Rev’d David Moulden
The Vicarage, Queen’s Road, Ash
01304 812296

The Bells Return!

11

Clubs and Societies

14

Letters to the Editor

19

A Litter Hero

21

Hills Court Nature Path

22

Beating the Bounds

23

Garden Jottings

25

Food Stories

27

Stories from the Archive

29

November Reflections

33

Rev’d Nigel Hale
01304 813161

Email copy for the next edition by
Wednesday 17th November at
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or
post hard copy at 69, The Street,
Ash.

This magazine is produced by St.
Nicholas Parish Church. We
welcome items from individuals and
village organisations. All items
should come with a note of the
contributor’s name. The editor
reserves the right both to edit and
not to publish anything she
receives. Items on church matters
do not represent the official position
of the Church of England.

Magazine Subscription
Never miss an edition of your
favourite parish magazine!
To arrange to a subscription
including magazine delivery to
your door (within the parish)
phone Rebecca on 07443
605873.
23

Products and services advertised
have not been tested and are not
endorsed by the Parish Church.
Send advertising enquiries to

Front cover illustration

ashpm.ads@gmail.com

Autumn to Winter. By Pat Coles
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What’s On
THE ARTS SOCIETY SANDWICH lecture will be held in The Guildhall,
Sandwich, at 7pm on Monday 1st November. Toby Faber will trace the
history of the London publishing house, Faber and Faber. As the
grandson of the founder, he grew up steeped in the firm’s books. Those
attending the lecture must wear a face mask. Non-members welcome. A
£5 contribution per event is appreciated.
www.sandwichdfas.org.uk or Facebook: theartssocietysandwich
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS – this popular club for the more senior
members of our community meets every fortnight on a Tuesday from
2pm-4pm in the library at Ash Village Hall. Meeting dates for November
are on the 2nd, 16th and 30th. New members are always welcome.
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING in November will be held on
Saturday 6th November. Hosted by Ash Baby and Toddler Group from
10am-12pm there will be refreshments, raffles and much more.
SANDWICH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY meet on November 11th,
7.30pm, the Jury Room, Sandwich Guildhall, for the joint Annual Lecture
of SLHS and Sandwich Guildhall Museum. Professor Paul Bennett, lately
Director of the Canterbury Archaeological Trust will speak on
‘Canterbury’s medieval Buttermarket, its buildings and people’.
Covid precautions, such as masks, may apply.
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk
THE CHURCHYARD BASH will take place at St Nicholas, Ash, on
Saturday 20th November from 9am. See page 7 for details.
THE ASH SOCIETY meets on Thursday 18th November at 7.30pm to
hear a talk by George Ward from Canterbury Cheesemakers on the
history of cheese (with samples!).
THE CHEQUER INN COMMUNITY GARDNERS meet Mondays 9.30am
-12pm.
MEET UP MONDAYS – a friendly companionship group - have restarted
at the Chequer Inn from 10am-noon every Monday.
ASH BABY AND TODDLER GROUP meet at Ash Village Hall on Mondays
from 10-11.30am. £1.50 per child.
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Church Notices
Church Services
Sunday 7th November: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone;
Holy Communion 9am, Elmstone Church; Morning Worship, 10.30am, St
Nicholas Church, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Mary’s Nonington.
Sunday 14th November: Remembrance Sunday services 10.30am at
Holy Cross, Goodneston, St Mary’s Nonington, St Nicholas, Ash including
procession to the war memoria, St Mildred’s, Preston. 11am Westmarsh
war memorial.
Sunday 21st November: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross,
Goodnestone; Holy Communion, 9am, Elmstone Church; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Morning Worship, 10.30am,
Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 28th November: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden;
Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion,
10.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
As always the safety of our church community is paramount and timings
may change according to guidelines so please keep an eye on the church
information board and our News Sheet which is uploaded weekly
on www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and www.s8nicholas.org.uk
We will continue to stream our 11am Sunday services via our YouTube
channel and our Facebook page, where you will also find news and
updates.
www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice
www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice
 Elmstone and Preston churches’ news page 17.
Private Prayer
St Nicholas, Ash, 9.30am-4pm all week.
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, is open in daylight hours.
All Saints, Chillenden, 10am-5pm Saturdays and Sundays
Other churches in the Benefice can be unlocked upon request
*Please note services may be taking place during these times.
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St Nicholas’ Day 12th December
As you may recollect we like to mark the Feast of St Nicholas by
collecting new items for a local charity.
Previously, we collected for the Cantercare charity. Unfortunately, due to
funding cuts, the charity had to close. However, we have been delighted
to learn that the house they ran has been taken over by a Canterburybased charity, Rising Sun, a domestic violence and abuse service. The
house has been refurbished to provide 5 bedrooms and communal
kitchen, bathrooms, lounge and large garden. They are for young mums
or mums to be aged 16-24 years who are homeless or facing
homelessness and/or have experienced domestic abuse.
Once resident in the house they will be supported and encouraged to
draw on their own strengths to build safe and independent futures for
themselves and their babies. They will receive 1:1 support including
counselling, parenting skills and money management.
I am waiting for a ‘wish list’ to see how we can best support this most
worthwhile of charities. In the December edition we will print the items that
are most needed and dates/times the church will be open.
Many thanks!
Jenny Taylor

Harvest Collection for the Salvation Army
Many thanks to everyone from Ash and Preston who donated so
generously to our collection to mark Harvest Festival.
Mike Talbert and Peter Ewart filled their cars to the brim and took
donations
to the
Salvation
Army in
Margate
to be
greeted
by Major
Richard
Oliver
who has
asked
that his
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heartfelt thanks be passed onto you all.
Your generosity will greatly help their community outreach programme
which not only provides a drop in cafe which offers help, encouragement
and support but also cooked lunches and up to 80 food bags a week to
clients who have been put forward by Thanet District Council and Kent
County Council.
A visit to their HQ certainly brings home the depth of need in our local
area and the care a d compassion of the volunteers based there.
The following day the fresh produce from the Ash Community Garden
based at the Chequer pub in the village a d the fruit which was used in
the displays in the church were taken along to be put to good use in the
Salvation Army kitchens.
Thank you for marking the season of harvest in this positive way. ‘Do not
withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to
act.’ Proverbs 3v27.
Jenny Taylor

Parish Register
Weddings
Lois Mayland and Matthew Harris, Holy Cross, Goodnestone,
4th September
Elizabeth Kent and George Samuel, Holy Cross, Goodnestone,
11th September
Olivia Tulett and Jack Sullivan, Holy Cross, Goodnestone, 18th September
Georgia Pritchard and Karl Farbrace, St. Mary’s, Nonington,
18th September
Stephanie Coleman and Peter Tomlin, St. Mildred’s, Preston,
25th September

Churchyard Maintenance
The next Churchyard ‘bash’ will be on Saturday 20th November starting at
9am.
Volunteers will be continuing to catch-up on the upkeep and care of the
parish churchyard.
Light refreshments will be served only outside, hand cleansing and social
distancing will be observed.
Contact telephone number 01304 812736.
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The Parish Letter
Sometimes the Lord pops up in the most unexpected of places. Recently,
we watched the Netflix crime drama series Unbelievable. It isn’t an easy
watch, but I was surprised when early on it showed a piece of paper stuck
to a police officer’s car window saying: ‘Here am I, send me’.
You may know these are words spoken by Isaiah when he has a vision of
heaven where God asks who will go to speak to the people in his name.
‘Here am I, send me’, Isaiah responds. In the crime drama, someone asks
what the words mean and the woman explains she draws her inspiration
to work as a police officer from Isaiah. In fact, what follows in the series is
a lovely example of what it means to be a Christian in the workplace.
Christians are often presented in film and TV as weird, slightly unhinged,
or as old fashioned Bible-bashers. It was refreshing to see a generous,
credible depiction of a woman who has faith in Jesus, but can also do the
tough business of law enforcement. Personal Christian faith is often used
as a lazy plot device, but not in this case.
It is easy to be critical of TV series for not presenting Christians, or the
Church, in an accurate way. The reality is that many people and
professions are distorted by scriptwriters. It must drive the police mad to
watch a crime series reach its climax by having the lone officer confront
the villains without calling for back-up. So we shouldn’t be surprised when
the Church is portrayed in a way that doesn’t feel right. But the Netflix
series Unbelievable made a genuine effort at authenticity, right down to
having a church congregation sing ‘In Christ Alone’, when all we usually
get on TV is ‘All things bright and beautiful’.
There is another reason not to be too critical of TV for not presenting
Christians in the workplace in an honest light, and that’s because the
Church itself can be so poor at doing so.
Churches tend to meet on
a Sunday for worship,
fellowship and teaching.
The whole point of this is
to resource the people to
go out and live as
followers of Jesus from
Monday to Saturday,
especially in their places
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of where they live and work. But somehow it doesn’t always come across
this way.
Two reasons why spring to mind: The first is that each Church of England
church is given a geographical parish in which to do its ministry. However,
nationally about half of the people going to church do not usually live in its
parish and even more do not spend their working hours in it. This means
there can be a disconnect between what the church is called to do in the
parish and what its members are called to do elsewhere. And if we’re not
careful, it’s what the church does in the parish that takes precedence, not
just on a Sunday, but in all the plans made during the week.
The other reason we can be poor at helping people to figure out what it
means to be a follower of Jesus in their daily lives is because too much
emphasis is placed on being ordained at the expense of being any other
kind of Christian, which, as it happens, is the vast bulk of us.
In the New Testament, we are given clear teaching on how important it is
to live for Jesus whatever we are doing. Most important of all, God has
called each of us to our own vocation.
Being ordained is one small part of this big picture. People are called to
follow Jesus as mechanics, waiters, lawyers, recruiters, call centre
operatives, nurses, childminders, refuse collectors, models, soldiers,
chefs, software coders, teachers, bus drivers, personal carers. The list is
endless and, most importantly, it covers what you do during the week.
You may be paid for this; you may be a volunteer. Your work may be at
home; it may be somewhere else. But we should be sure of this: what we
do matters greatly to God, because he wants us to work to the praise of
his glory and also to be a witness to Jesus.
Sometimes, we might feel what we do is not important. I think we’ve all
felt that from time to time. But it is of great importance to God. And if it
matters to him, it must be a big deal. Our churches need to reflect this, we
need to help people understand how they should be a follower of Jesus in
the complexities and the opportunities of their lives. It means how we do
our worship, our fellowship, our praying and our learning should be
geared to this goal and not be a bolt-on.
Helping people figure it all out is vital. Each of us has a calling from God.
Getting to grips with this is not simply down to the individual. It is a duty of
all of us - the Church.
Rev David Moulden
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday
4th October 2021.

It looks like waste collections are finally going well and this will allow
garden waste collections to start again.
However there may be further changes next year as another review of the
rounds is looking likely, so watch this space!
Planning at Connaught barracks has been passed for 300 houses and
Dover welcomed the Princess Royal at the end of September.
Vision zero strategy has been launched by KCC ,this outlines how the
responsibility for safety on our roads is a shared responsibility.
Blocked drains are more of an issue at present and KCC have a regime of
clearing a run of drains rather than individual drains in order to maintain
the flow.
They are also busy cutting hedges, trees and grass as there has been
more growth this year due to the weather.
The lights on the bypass at the junction with Chequer lane were
discussed as to whether they would be turned back on. It was
advised that the data does not support the need for lights here as
accidents that have happened have being during daylight.
KCC Cllr S Chandler suggested the council send her their concerns re the
lights.
Unsurprising there was the biggest ever response rate for the consultation
on booking system for recycling.
Planning in the village is now assessed using the Ash NDP.
Time was taken to examine the Mill Field site and the Parish council
made the decision to object as the planning request does not meet the
requirements of the Neighbourhood Development Plan for this site.
There has been an informal meeting between neighbouring parish
councils discussing DDC traveller polices. They have decided to co
operate between councils and pool resources.
Projects for the council were discussed for the following year.
The council will be doing further tree maintenance in the recreation
ground, it is good to know the trees are being regularly inspected.
The meeting ended with the likelihood of the Parish Council returning to
the village hall library for the November meeting.
Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the Parish
Council website https://ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
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News from the Belfry
Ash bells ring out again
For centuries church bells have sounded, calling people to worship,
ringing in celebration of special occasions, in remembrance and to mark
particular events. The bells of Ash are no exception – the original five
bells were cast between 1581 and 1641, and the metal from these bells
was used to cast a new ring of eight in 1700. The fifth and eighth of this
eight were recast in 1927, and two additional treble bells were added in
1978 to make up the fine-sounding ring of ten bells we now have. We are
mindful that we are following traditions established in Ash over 400 years
ago, and it came as something of a shock when, in the face of the Covid19 pandemic and the resulting restrictions, church bells fell silent across
the country in March 2020, for the first time since World War II.
In addition to ringing the bells for church services, bellringing also
provides us with a stimulating hobby, exercise, a mental challenge in
mastering the various different ringing methods and changes, fellowship
and regular social contact with other towers – things we all missed during
lockdown, with no clear idea as to when ringing might resume, and
doubts as to whether we would ever return to ‘normal’. However, a chink
of light appeared when restrictions were eased slightly in June 2020, and
thoughts turned to how we might be able to meet up again, renew social
contact and preserve our ringing skills.
As ringers in Ash, we form part of the Canterbury District of the Kent
County Association of Change Ringers. The KCACR is represented on
the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers, and it is this organisation
which was in constant contact during lockdown with Government and the
House of Bishops Recovery Group, producing guidance on a regular
basis as to how and when we might safely resume our usual ringing
activities. It soon became clear that this was not likely to happen quickly,
given the relatively confined spaces we find ourselves in, and the short
distances between bell ropes. However, two initiatives came to our rescue
in June/July – handbells, and newly-developed computer software named
Ringing Room.
There has been a set of handbells in the belfry for many years, and with
David’s permission they were removed from the tower and are currently
kept safely at a ringer’s home. This meant we could meet outdoors in
eachother’s gardens to practice our modest repertoire of change ringing
methods on single handbells (the usual method is for each ringer to ring
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two bells each – beyond our capabilities at the time !). We were fortunate
to enjoy a wonderful summer in 2020, and many a socially-distanced hour
in gatherings of six was spent together practising, with afternoon tea a
regular feature. We also managed to ring some simple changes outside
the Church for a wedding – a first for all. Winter then curtailed our open
air activities – outside meetings became impractical, and an alternative
method of practice was required to help us keep up our skills and
maintain social contact. We then made a tentative entry into the world of
internet-based ringing, via Ringing Room.
Ringing Room is a computer-based application developed by USA
ringers, which allows ringers to set up and join a virtual tower online via a
password system, where each bell can be operated by different people
using computer keys, with the simulated sound of tower or handbells fed
back through the computer speakers. This became a very useful tool for
us once we had mastered the technology (a Zoom meeting has to run
alongside the Ringing Room session so that the ringers may
communicate while ringing), and a very successful series of Sunday
afternoon practices in the virtual Ash-next-Sandwich tower was held. We
were joined regularly by ringers from other towers in Canterbury and
Faversham, and some of our own ringers also joined a later practice
hosted by other Kent ringers, with participants from Maidstone, Ashford,
Faversham, Rochester and France. Four Ash ringers (joined by a very
patient ‘helper’ from Faversham) also held a regular Wednesday handbell
practice in Ringing Room, and have reached a basic level of competence
on handbells (another first !).
Spring 2021 offered some hope, with the Covid-19 situation improving.
However, guidance from the Central Council and the Church authorities
continued to advise against a return to close-contact inside ringing, and
whilst we were able to ring handbells outside the church for some Sunday
services, it was not until legal restrictions were lifted on June 21st that
plans could be made to resume ringing at Ash.
This could not take place until the tower scaffolding had been removed
(the tower and spire move quite significantly when all the bells are ringing
together), but the bells were inspected, some minor maintenance tasks
were completed and adjustments made, and Sunday service ringing
started again in September. We still ring in accordance with current
Covid-19 guidance, and it is a joy to hear the bells ring out again – we
once again feel part of the community.
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Between March 2020 and September 2021, the tenor bell (the heaviest
bell with the deepest note) was rung half-muffled (one side of the clapper
is fitted with a leather muffle to produce an ‘echo’ effect) by Nigel Miller for
three solemn occasions as
part of co-ordinated
countrywide events – for
Remembrance Sunday, on
the day following the Duke of
Edinburgh’s death and again
on the day of the Duke’s
funeral. The tenor was also
tolled by Nigel as a mark of
respect for our much-loved
Tower Captain, (Brian
Lawrence, who passed away
in April 2021) on the day of
his cremation. A true
gentleman, Brian led the
tower with loyalty and
dedication for over 40 years,
making the journey from
Lower Hardres every Friday
and Sunday to preside over
our practice and service
ringing. He also found time to
support other towers (notably
St Mary’s, Ashford), and to
teach bell handling to a
number of learners – in this capacity, his kind and patient manner made
him an ideal teacher and mentor. We were delighted to be able to hold a
Memorial Service for Brian on October 2nd., attended by some 50 friends,
family and fellow ringers from the Canterbury and Ashford Districts of the
KCACR. This enabled us to remember him in the traditional way, and to
ring the bells in celebration of his life.
In summary, we are back! Ringing has resumed for Sunday services and
our regular practices will be held at 4pm each Friday. We look forward to
playing our part in church life again, and would like to record our thanks
for all the support and encouragement we have received from the church,
its congregation and the village during what has been a difficult time for
everyone.
Malcolm Barden
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9th Deal Ash Scout Group
Bioblitz at Wingham Wildlife Park
Cubs and Beavers were very lucky to be invited to take part in the very
first Bioblitz at Wingham Wildlife Park. Although the skies poured down on
the morning of the event
in August, it did not put
the children off
recording some vital
statistics for the team at
Wingham.
We asked Markus,
Curator at Wingham
Wildlife Park, the
purpose of having a
Bioblitz. ‘Over the
lockdowns we worked
on the new bugs exhibit
which includes a lot of
features designed to
attract native species to
the park, as well as
increasing the number
of flowers and other
plants around the park.
We wanted to carry out
the BioBlitz in order to
establish which species
are here, which we
‘I loved recording the different types of bugs and insects
could attract in other
found in the enclosure of the flamingos and otters.’ Edan
ways and whether our
Nimmo, Cub, aged 9.
work is having an
impact, which we will see once we have a few years of BioBlitz events
under our belts.’
Markus also mentioned why it is so important for the younger generation,
such as our Cubs and Beavers to have an interest in wildlife and
conservation. ‘We believe that getting kids hands on with something is the
best way to teach them and hoped that by getting them actively looking
for bugs and birds etc it might light a little fire with them to get a bit more
interested in native species. We chose to focus on cubs and beavers
because we felt that being members of those organisations, they would
14

likely already
have at least
somewhat of
an interest in
wildlife – not
everyone
wants to be
outside on a
drizzly day
counting
worms!’
It was not only
the children
that were
enthusiastic on
the day, but
also the adults
that came
along to assist.
Markus said:
‘Everyone who
attended the
‘Lots of grass-hoppers were jumping about in the Dinosaur Park, it was
Bioblitz was
great fun.’ Jack Wilkins, Beaver, age 6.
happy to get
hands on and really threw themselves in to the task. It was great to see
such a level of enthusiasm for the event, especially as it wasn’t a
particularly pleasant day, especially in the morning when they all started.’
The Results…. All in all, Wingham Wildlife Park recorded 14 different bird
species, 33 invertebrates and even 1 species of mammal from a total of
487 records made on that day.
Section Leader, Craig Nimmo, said: ‘Well done to our Cubs and Beavers,
thank you to Katie and the Wingham Wildlife Team for a great
opportunity. This will go towards our Naturalist badge.’
If you would like to join our fantastic groups, please contact:
Christineashscouts@gmail.com
 Beavers Thursdays 6.30pm-8pm, aged 6-8
 Cubs Thursdays 6.30pm-8pm, aged 8-10
 Scouts Tuesdays 6.30pm-8pm, aged 10-14
Jemma Nimmo
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Ash Village Hall
We are pleased to report that most of the regular activities that take place
in the Hall have resumed and we are receiving lots of enquiries for new
bookings.
Please see our website for more information including hire charges,
calendar of events and who to contact - details are given at the end of this
article.
Since our last update, we have received further guidance as to how the
Government’s Covid-19 Winter Plan applies to Village Halls and the steps
we need to take to minimise infection. As a result we have reviewed our
Covid-19 Risk Assessment and amended our Special Conditions of Hire
to implement these changes. The main change is that capacity limits have
been lifted (subject as always to our Premises Licence) which means, in
theory, that all events and activities can take place. In practice, Hirers are
still required to assess the risks and take steps to mitigate them. This may
mean, for example, that certain activities remain limited, tables and chairs
are arranged to avoid close contact or that pre-booking is required to
avoid overcrowding. As a minimum, we continue to stress the need for
ventilation, cleaning, hand washing or sanitising, avoiding close contact
with others and face coverings when necessary.
Coffee mornings
The Saturday coffee mornings re-started in August and have been well
attended so far. They run from 10am until noon on the first Saturday of
each month and are a chance to meet and chat to others whilst enjoying
a drink, a bacon sandwich or other delicious treats. There is usually a
raffle and various stalls to browse as well as a representative from HiKent hearing aid charity.
The next ones scheduled for 2021 are:
 Nov 6: Hosts - The Toddler Group
 Dec 4: Hosts - The Friends of St Nicholas Church
If you are a voluntary group or charity and are interested in hosting a
Saturday coffee morning, please contact Jean Ryan on 01304 812148 for
more information
Library
Ash Library is now back to its normal opening times of 23 hours per week
as follows:
 Monday 11.30am-1pm and 2pm-5pm
 Tuesday 9.30am-1pm
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Wednesday 9.30am-2pm
Thursday Closed
Friday 11.30am-5pm
Saturday 9am-2pm

BREAKING NEWS!
No increase to hire charges for 2022!
The Management Committee have decided NOT to increase the hire
charges for 2022 and they will remain at the current rates. This ensures
we not only remain competitive with other halls in the area but gives some
certainty for our hirers resuming activities at this critical time. The current
fuel crisis and other increasing costs will no doubt impact us at a later
date but for now, we ask that you continue to support YOUR village hall
and all the local groups that provide so many varied activities and events.
Ash Village Hall Management Committee (Reg Charity No 302671)
Website: ashvillagehall.org.uk
Email for booking enquiries: diary@ashvillagehall.org.uk
Hazel Howard

The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, Ash Branch
In September we raised £282.50 through our stall at St Peter’s Church in
Sandwich and the monthly coffee morning held at Ash village hall. The
last market at St Peter’s was on October 28th. It will restart in March. We
will continue to be at the coffee mornings down the village hall. We are
still collecting used stamps and old coins. Anybody interested in joining
us please get in touch.
Marion Martin

The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Church
Harvest Festival
The Harvest Festival event held at St Mildred’s in October was very well
supported. There were many floral decorations and we really appreciated
the donations for these, both from local gardens and further afield. The
hops were a lovely addition too. We also appreciated all the donations of
fresh fruit, vegetables and provisions. A splendid loaf in the shape of a
wheatsheaf, complete with a mouse at the base, was kindly made by Liz
Scott. The service was taken by Rev'd David Moulden and refreshments
were served afterwards, outside in the sunshine.
17

We would like to thank everyone who helped with the flower arranging
and displaying all the other items, and collecting up all the produce and
provisions afterwards. The provisions were very much appreciated by the
Salvation Army in Thanet and some fresh produce was sold after the
service. Over £70 was raised which is going towards the provision of
home lessons through Educate for Change, a charity we support in
Uganda. Other fresh produce was welcomed by Age UK, Sandwich.
Remembrance Service
This service will be on Sunday, 14 November, 10.30 am at St. Mildred's.
Refreshments will be served afterwards.
Dec-a-Tree
Following last year's very successful events, we are planning to have
these again, as follows:Saturday 11th December – Elmstone Church, 3-4pm.
Sunday 12th December – St Mildred’s Church 3-4pm.
Wooden tree decorations to decorate will be available to purchase, (£1
each), at Preston Village Shop from the very end of November.
You can, of course, choose to make your own weatherproof decorations if
you wish.
Refreshments will be available at both Churches.
We hope that these family events will be well supported again this
year. The lit trees were a very welcome sight at both Churches.
Happy Hours at Elmstone Church
These are normally on the first Friday of the month, from 6.30pm, and
now take place in the church.
Compline may be held before Happy Hour, starting at 6.10pm.
Please look out for posters around the first week of the month.
St Mildred’s Meeting Update
Following a very well supported and positive open meeting in July, a
further meeting is due to be held at 10am on Saturday, 20th November,
at Preston Village Hall. Refreshments will be served. Please come and
join us for the update.
Elizabeth Timms
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Letters to the Editor
Last month’s magazine showed before and after images of the now
demolished ‘hedgerow’ on Sandwich Road. Some have been quick to say
that this wasn’t a hedgerow but a bramble hedge and therefore not given
the same protected status.
This is of little consolation to the abundant wildlife of the hedge:
mammals, insects and birds that depended on it for nesting, feeding and
shelter.
For the first time in the 34 years that I have lived opposite the hedge, I
have not woken up to birdsong. My bird table has been empty.
I am sure that others will share my hope that the boundary between the
verge and the field will be marked by a planted hedgerow. Now is the time
to do it, perhaps it is already on the farmer’s agenda – or the KCC might
take advantage of the many grants that are available for such schemes?
Or, is this an opportunity for the village? I remember the daffodil planting
exercise many years ago on the same verge, they still come up beautifully
each year. Schools, youth organisations would have a chance to get
involved, literally ‘hands on’, in helping the environment; saving wildlife
and restoring the ‘natural’ look to the village.
Mr P. O’Halloran

Having lived in and around Ash for many years, I’ve witnessed many
changes, some good, some bad. But what has happened to the
hedgerows and trees all over the place recently has made me completely
horrified!
Who on earth gave permission for the complete devastation of the
surrounding hedges and trees, why was it necessary to ruin and slash
everything in sight?
No consideration for any wildlife whose homes were in those hedges, all
along the top of Saunders wood, beautiful oak trees have had their
branches ripped off, acorns about to set, again, for squirrels etc, to eat in
the winter months.
The village is fast becoming a concrete jungle, it’s a wicked and wanton
destruction of this living countryside!
Rosemary L Murgatroyd

Share your news and views with the Parish Magazine.
Either email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post
hard copy at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Let’s Talk Litter with Tony Rake
After spending many weekends in Ash, my daughter’s love for village life
rubbed off on my wife and I and so six years ago we made the decision to
buy a barn conversion together with my daughter and son in law. Moving
from the coast, where we both loved a coastal walk, we looked forward to
many cosy countryside walks in beautiful Ash and its surrounding
villages.
Unfortunately, shortly after becoming a local, I had a stroke and so I was
unable to work in my previous physically demanding warehouse job.
Despite this life setback I was determined to keep myself active, therefore
walking became my full-time hobby.
I am not new to volunteering, I am also a regular volunteer at the local
Parkrun, where I have been encouraging runners for the last five years.
My previous hobbies include cycling, running. I also like to get my fingers
green in the garden.
When I’m not out and about volunteering or trying to be active I remain an
avid Spurs fan, 70s music lover and I also enjoy travelling. I have visited
countries like Australia and Singapore and they prove that destinations
can be litter-free, even chewing gum free.
I started litter picking in 2018 as I was simply fed up of walking around the
village and seeing litter. I started by taking shopping plastic bags in my
pocket when I was out and about on either on a run or walk. I now identify
as an Ash Village Litter Picker and many people recognise me getting out
and about each week and I carry large bin liners with me now.
During lockdown my wife also helped. She has also invested in me by
buying me gloves and several litter pickers. However, I don’t get on with
the litter pickers, I’ve actually broken and recycled at least three. Let’s just
say it’s much better and easier to wear gloves and pick litter up. Plus a
litter picker will not help pick up a TV or an armchair.
I have booked many tip slots to take fly tipped litter to the tip myself in my
car. I have also had to call Dover Council as some jobs such as at least
20 black sacks dumped in the lay-bys need more hands helping out.
I have personally collected at least two skip loads of litter. People need to
be able to put litter in its place. There is such a problem around the village
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as there generally isn’t enough bins. Also since the tip became a
bookable service the presence of fly tippers has crept into the village.
Whether you call it rubbish, garbage, trash, waste, junk or litter. Litter
picking is a way of cleaning up the village and Spring cleans shouldn’t just
happen within the season.
I am now litter picking maybe three of four times a week and it feels like a
job well done for me. I honestly want to just keep the village tidy. Tidy for
us locals but also for the many visitors too.
Many people in the village don’t litter. Instead they pick up their own litter,
any litter on
their visits to
the shops or
pubs or many
others also go
out specifically
to litter pick like
myself, we can
as a village
fight litter
together. Let’s
make a better
environment on
our doorsteps,
streets, parks
and fields.
My message to
the litter
droppers and
villagers is
simple. Please
pick up litter if
you can and
don’t initially
drop it. We can
all take positive
actions to help. Let’s also encourage recycling. Maybe even find your
inner litter eco warriors and heroes.
Tony Rake
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Hills Court Nature Path
As the year draws to a close I would like to thank those volunteers who
have given up their time helping with conservation work along the nature
path. Stuart and Lucy Farmer carried out wildflower, tree planting and
footpath maintenance as well as their regular litter picks. Mary Smith,
Rebecca, Freddie and Oliver helped on many occasions cutting back and
sweeping up. It has been inspiring to see the younger generation taking
such a keen interest and the boys have said they would like to continue
helping. They were thrilled to see the juvenile lizards basking in the sun
on the community bench.

Freddie, Mary & Oliver Rebecca & Freddie

Common Lizards

Carole Omans has been busy sowing wildflower seeds and would like to
join us in the spring planting out the wildflowers. Her partner David
Watkins has made a beautiful bird box which will have an eager resident
during the nesting season.

Bird Box made by David Watkins

Nicole Khan RSPB

As well as her frequent bird and wildlife surveys, Nicole from the RSPB
visited at the beginning of September and was busy cutting and clearing
back overgrown areas. These good citizens have made a huge
contribution to helping wildlife whilst keeping areas clear for users.
I am pleased to let you know that via our Public Right of Way Officer at
Kent County Council an introduction has been made between myself and
the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership. I met recently at the Nature
Path with the Partnership Officer of Kentish Stour and discussions took
place as to how we can further improve biodiversity and also make it a
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better green space for users. Over the coming months I will let you know
what improvements are being planned. This comes at a time when
scientists new data states that we are in an ‘ecological meltdown’ and
anything we can do to help halt further declines in biodiversity will be
beneficial for all of us.
Pearl Thorne

Beating the Bounds
Saturday 9th October 2021
It was a soft misty morning as fifteen intrepid walkers set off at 7am from
Pudding Lane, to Beat the Bounds of Ash Parish. Down to the boundary
with
Woodnesborough at
Durlock. Crossing
the A257 by the
Frog and Orange,
nearly 8am and
walking at a steady
pace north towards
Nash through the
hedged fields and
apple orchards, we
turn towards
Hoaden.
Across the open
fields of recently
harvested crops, to follow the stream that marks the boundary with
Preston, and orchards full of the bright red Gala apples. We leave the
boundary for a more sedate route to Sheerwater. Continuing along the
boundary, through fields of potatoes ready to be dug, we follow the
stream onto the Ash Levels with Westmarsh on our right. Two buzzards
are sighted, more usual now than in the past.
The band crosses the Stour Valley Walk at 9.30am and we are on the
Preston side of the boundary, so that no-one will have to swim across the
Richborough Stream. Swans glide effortlessly past.
By 10.45, we arrive at Plucks Gutter. The vicar kindly consents to being
bumped on the boundary stone. The youngest member of the group is
very pleased, as it is said that to keep the knowledge of the boundary
alive, the youngest ‘beaters’ were bumped on all the boundary stones
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along the way, to make sure they remembered the route for when it was
their turn to lead.
At 12.30 we board the Ferry Nymph, now lovingly restored. It was one of
the Little Ships that made the crossings to Dunkirk in 1940 to bring
soldiers back to ‘Blighty’. The middle of the River Stour is the boundary
between Minster and Ash parishes. Downstream of Plucks Gutter, cows
and calves grazing on the south bank of the river contrast with the views
of the current industrial development on the north bank.
Sailing to Richborough Castle and the Roman Fort, in the Ash Parish and
bordering Sandwich Parish, gives a glimpse back to the days when this
was a vital route for transporting goods and people inland.
Disembarking at 1.30pm, walking along the riverside but off the boundary
at North Poulders, as it is unsafe to cross the A256. The diversion takes
the group to an engaging meeting with a small herd of young bullocks.
Back on the boundary at the North Poulders Stream, the border with
Woodnesbourgh Parish, the sun is now high in the sky and it feels
summery. Walking along East Street and following the by-way, now
tarmacked to the A257, is very different to the earlier open fields. The
pace has slowed and it is quarter to three by the time we reach Each End
and move along to Each Manor Farm.
Another diversion on the Marshborough Road is needed, as the boundary
along New Street goes between Vine Cottage and a new home being
built. No longer possible to walk in the front door and out the back.
Emerging onto Coombe Lane and crossing into the open fields south of
the parish, the view to Woodnesborough and across to Staple is
noteworthy. The legs are feeling very heavy. The church spire beckons us
to the Jack Foat Trust Field and at 4.30pm we arrive back at our starting
point.
A wonderful day of walking, meeting new people, great conversation and
a feeling of accomplishment. Keeping alive a tradition that stretches back
many years, and today reminds us how the land in our parish is varied,
beautiful and productive.
Words: Christine Haggart
Photograph: Andrew Harris-Rowley

 For more photographs, visit the Parish Council website.
24

Garden Jottings for November
This month is one of quiet and slow reflection with time to think of next
year’s garden planning, planting and of changes you can make to
improve some areas; perhaps to thin out overgrown ones and even to
think of trimming branches off trunks of trees and shrubs to lift the crown
and let in light and make room for under-planting.
Last month I failed to mention putting up bubble wrap in the green house,
hopefully the cold has not caught us out yet. Clean the glass outside and
in beforehand to let in as much light as possible. Shut the vents and
louvers at night, airing when the weather in clement will help to limit
fungal infections taking hold. Add a small heater if you have power as it
is helpful to keep the greenhouse above freezing but not to heat it.
Clean pots, trays and labels and generally clean out corners and tidy up.
Clean and sharpen tools and mower giving a little oil to prevent rush.
Book a winter service for the mower.
Remove hosepipes and store undercover. Drain down outside water
pipes and lag taps. Stand pots on raised feel to avoid water logging.
Insulate pots as a frozen pot can damage both pot and plant. Use bubblewrap plastic tied securely around the pot or use a dustbin bag or compost
bag, turned inside out for appearance, stuffed with newspaper, straw or
leaves.
Complete Narcissi planting and carry on with Tulips. Plant deeply and for
permanent planting in borders plant extra deeply to avoid cutting into the
bulbs when digging in the bed.
When tidying borders and mulching to suppress weeds and add humus to
the soil, watch out for seedling plants and either pot them up or transplant
them elsewhere.
Keep raking leaves off lawns to avoid yellowing grass. Leaves put
through a shredder or mowed up on a high setting will rot down quickly
when added to the compost heap with any plant matter you have
removed from the borders. Leave any attractive or seed bearing plants for
the birds, remembering to keep feeding them throughout the colder
weather as they are a help in ridding plants of aphids and caterpillars in
the spring if they are used to feeding in your garden.
Keep rockeries also free from leaves as they can cause plants to brown
off and rot away. Many rockery plants are lost due to wet conditions.
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Leaves can be heaped over tender perennials to protect from frost in the
border.
Plant fruit trees, peach, plum, almond and cherries first as they need to
establish as they flower and fruit earlier than apples and pears which can
be planted later. Give bare-rooted plants a good soak for at least an hour
in a large bucket of water before planting in a big hole with well-rotted
manure or compost added, spreading out the roots and firming in well,
placing a stake in first to avoid root damage, tying the tree securely.
Tread the surface so the wind cannot rock the trees. Remember to water
in dry periods for the next year. A pipe can be inserted in the planting hole
to direct water straight into the root area.
This is also the best month for planting Roses as instructed previously,
but only if the ground is not frosted. Add mycorrhizal powder or bone meal
to aid rooting and good growth and health.
House plants need less water now and must be taken in from cold
window sills especially at night.
Bulbs planted earlier for indoor use in bulb-glasses or pots should
gradually be brought out into the light when the buds are 2-3 inches high.
Keep in a cool room until the flower buds start to appear then move them
to their appropriate position to bloom.
Small containers can be planted up with evergreen cuttings taken earlier
in the year from Dwarf Hebes, Variegated Euonymus and Ivy plants,
adding Cyclamen. These can be used indoors and given as gifts at
Christmas.
Evergreen cuttings are easy to propagate and are useful to add to pots
and tubs planted with Crocus, Pansies, Polyanthus and Cyclamen
outside. Now is the time to also plant Anemone Blanda, Scilla, Aconites
and Dwarf Iris along with ferns, small plants of Pachysandra and Hostas
under trees and shrubs especially by paths and doorways to brighten up
the dark damp of late winter.
Plant up seedlings of lettuce and parsley grown last month. Plant onion
and garlic sets, though I find that March sowing is just as satisfactory.
Only plant if the ground is not too wet or frosty. Trim back herbs and pot
up mint for winter use and keep in the green house.
With autumn winds and rain, it is wise to firm soil around all large plants,
trees and shrubs and check stakes and ties are secure. Sprouts and
other brassicas need to be kept firmly set into the ground. Sprouts should
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be picked from the bottom upwards, not forgetting the top growth which
make a delicious green vegetable.
All currants, raspberries and gooseberries benefit from a manure or
compost mulch after pruning. Black currants should have a third of the old
wood cut away to encourage new wood forming which will carry next
year’s fruit.
At the end of the month, cut berried holly and keep in a bucket of water
somewhere cool for Christmas. Keep providing seed and fat balls for the
birds, but stop feeding fish unless they seem very active. Uneaten food
will sour the water.
Lastly, if you plan to have a bonfire, make sure to check that there is not a
hedgehog hibernating inside.
Good gardening.
Christine Brown, President of the Ash Horticultural Society

Food Stories
The Story of the Black Currant Jam (or, My Impatient Sister)
It was harvest time on my dad’s allotment and he had a bumper crop of
black currants. My mother had spent her day bottling and making jam of
the produce. She had set the jars of jam on a bread board on top of the
cooker to cool and started clearing up ready for getting tea for us all as
my sister and I arrived home from school.
My sister said she was starving and please could she start getting her tea
of beans on toast. Mum said “not just at the moment” as she was still
clearing up. This didn’t appease my sister who said she was still starving
and thought she would be helping Mum if she got her own tea!
Mum told her to go upstairs and change out of her school uniform and by
that time she would be tidied up ready for tea. But this still didn’t please
my sister who by that time had her hands on the jam filled board which
was covered by a woven plastic mat. Next, all the jars of hot jam slid of it
and smashed to the floor! Jam was everywhere, up the curtains, on the
ceiling and imbedded into the mat!
My sister ran out of the kitchen and up to her bedroom. Mum looked
around at the mess wondering where to start!
Tea was extra late that day as the mat had to be hosed down in the
garden, the curtains came down and everything had to be washed
including the ceiling.
Much later Mum, Dad and I were sat at the tea table when my sister
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appeared saying how sorry she was. Not a word was said while we ate
our tea until Mum said, “now perhaps you will do as you are told and do
you know how much work it was just making the jam and then having to
clear it all up”. My sister has never lived this this down and when one of
her children had a parents evening, she was looking round her daughter’s
classroom and she found the story of the black currant jam pinned up on
the wall for everyone to see!
Recipe:
1lb blackcurrants
½ - ¾ pint water
1 ¼ lb sugar
Trim and wash the fruit and put it into a pan with the water; use the
smaller amount of water if the fruit is very ripe.
Simmer slowly until the blackcurrants are very soft- test one or two, you
should be able to rub the skin with your fingers.
Add the sugar, stir over a low heat until it has dissolved then boil rapidly
until setting point is reached. Spoon into hot jars and seal down.
The above makes a soft, delicate textured jam. For a firmer texture
reduce the amount of water to 7½ fl oz for ripe fruit and ½pint for less ripe
fruit. The amount of sugar is as above.
This makes 2lb of jam
Sue Lawson

What’s your Food Story? We would love to share old
family recipes or meals with fond memories. Either
email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy
at 69, The Street, Ash.
Stories from the Archives (21)
“Floreat Etona!” comes to Ash
What an interesting backwater Ash must have been in Victorian times.
Take the parish church, for instance, which largely resembled a building
site between the 1830s and 1880s, when one major renovation of the
fabric followed another. Chapel and chancel were overhauled; almost
every window in the building was taken out and replaced; the floor was
disturbed and relaid; the organ and gallery were moved (and removed);
the old box pews were replaced with rows of open pews; roofing, heating
and lighting brought more changes; a statue came and went and the
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whole interior was "beautified" in the style of the new Gothic Revival. The
entire north porch was demolished and rebuilt, including the room above,
and the bells and clock underwent repairs. In 1882 the lead on the spire
was replaced - and lasted nearly 140 years!
And the congregation? Amid all these developments (and worship
certainly didn't survive unchanged either) some things remained constant.
As they picked their way over the builder's rubble during the 1860s for
instance, the farmworkers and brewery employees continued to tip their
forelocks to the Godfrey, Gardner and Bushell families. Of course they
would! But how should they show their respect to the small group of
strange youths of genteel appearance who filled one or two whole pews
each Sunday morning and evening? By bowing? Or respectfully nodding?
Or what? These young men were, after all, scions of England's ancient
landed families - the very flower of the nobility from whom - in good time much was expected and to whom much was due. They would soon be
either succeeding to their country estates or rising to the highest ranks of
the army or the diplomatic service, the better to administer - and expand the largest empire in history. Never, perhaps, more than half a dozen at
once here in Ash, there were certainly more than twice that number in the
course of the decade. What on earth did the locals make of them?
Most were young Etonians and all were lodgers at the vicarage, where
Rev'd Henry Mackarness "crammed" each of them for up to a few months
in preparation for their exams, whether school or army entrance. It made
for a very lively Chequer Lane vicarage, where little children and servants
mixed with these sons of dukes, earls, barons, baronets - and even a bit
of "new money." Squeezed into a rickety box pew or two, we can see the
Hon. Paul Methuen, son of the 2rd Baron Methuen, sitting alongside the
Hon. Charles Cavendish George Byng, whose father is the Earl of
Strafford and a Field Marshal. Who's that they're whispering to, while the
vicar frowns from his pulpit? Ah, it's the Hon. George Cecil Orlando
Bridgeman, son of the Earl of Bradford, who also happens to be Lord
Newport! Two brothers are in the next box - Lord (already more than a
mere Honourable!) Henry Arthur George Somerset, third son of the Duke
of Beaufort, whose famous family seat was, and is, Badminton in
Gloucestershire. He sits chatting to his younger brother. (Actually, the
Duke named all four of his sons Henry - so in Ash we had Lord Henry
Arthur and Lord Henry Edward!)
Who else? Well, over there is young William Fellowes, whose father will
shortly be ennobled as Lord de Ramsey, 1st Baron. Nice lad, Willie - he
has stayed here quite a while and will one day be Winston Churchill's
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uncle. Next to him is another pair of brothers, the Rodger boys of Hadlow
Castle, whose father is High Sheriff of Kent.
The elder lad, William Wallace Rodger, will soon be going up to Oxford
and become a champion billiards player and the best shot in England. An
accomplished all-rounder, he already plays cricket for Kent - but is also a
noted card sharp! One hopes he isn't leading his young brother Robert
astray within the confines of those high-sided box pews. Perhaps they’re
discussing their own respective roles in the previous night's stage
comedy, directed by Mrs Mackarness. Or looking forward, perhaps, to
scoring more runs for Ash next week. From a very wealthy London family
comes Ralph Vivian, like Methuen aiming for the Scots Guards. His
contemporaries describe him as "a very good-looking boy indeed." And
there's Charles Luard, quite a bright chap preparing for entry into the
Royal Engineers. No chinless wonder, he! And Edward Hassard Short,
another boy born into considerable wealth. Did this coterie of young
privilege add a touch of lustre to our congregation, or were they viewed
with anything other than bewilderment by the people of Ash? One young
lad knew all their foibles - a boy whose widowed mother couldn't get him
into Eton but who grew up instead at the vicarage, Mackarness (an Old
Etonian himself) having become his legal guardian. He was Charles
Sugden.
How did they all get on in later life? Well, some rose to the very top, as
expected, and some had a very great fall. Altogether, the results were
what might be described today as "mixed at best." Hassard Short never
worked for a living but his son became an actor - his descendants were
recently responsible for a spectacular memorial window in Bridge parish
church. Vivian rose to become a Colonel in the Scots Guards, one of the
most prestigious regiments in the army. Fellowes, fresh from trying to
blow up rabbits in their burrows at Ash but, instead, temporarily blinding
his pal Sugden in the process, went on to serve in the Life Guards,
succeeded as 2nd Baron de Ramsey and became an MP before sitting in
the House of Lords. No scandal attaches to the life of young Byng, son of
the Earl of Strafford, nor to Bridgeman, himself later Earl of Bradford and
Lord Newport. Indeed, the beautiful map of Ash parish in J.R. Planche's
400-page famous tome was this lad's lasting gift to us.
And the rest? Ah! Most of the others sitting in those church pews in Ash
were not necessarily a credit to their alma mater, nor to their adopted
parish and its church - and certainly not to their tutor and his wife. Where
shall we start? Methuen enjoyed a distinguished military career in farflung imperial corners until two disastrous reverses in the Boer War were
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inevitably and correctly laid at his door. As icing on the Boers' cake, he
was also captured, and British Field Marshals are not supposed to be
captured by the enemy.
Luard retired as a Major General and all was well until he was accused of
his wife's murder at Ightam Mote. His guilt in what became known as the
Seal Chart Murder was never proven, mainly because he threw himself in
front of the Tonbridge train a few days later. Of the two Rodger lads, the
younger died suddenly at home in Hadlow at Christmas 1868. Eighteen
months earlier he'd been fined £2 at Wingham Petty Sessions for his part
in a fracas at Chilton House, in which his knuckle-dustered fist had left a
local estate agent lying prone in a quart of his own blood. His codefendants, Lord Arthur Somerset and the vicar of Ash (who had ordered
the attack, but not to be confused with last month's vicar!) got off scot
free. Robert Rodger's elder brother William led a very eccentric life in
sport and gambling (one of the laws of cricket was changed as a result of
his acts) and married twice either side of a divorce. Bringing his young
Belgian bride to Hadlow Castle following his father's death, they settled in
after a heartfelt village welcome. Very soon afterwards his poor wife had
him certified and he was unceremoniously dragged from his castle to the
West Kent Lunatic Asylum, where he was dead in a fortnight.
Young Charles Sugden's thespian activities in Ash under the guidance of
Matilda Mackarness launched him into a career in the theatre. For 40
years he bestrode the West End stage - as well as following the turf - but
he was a noted London rake and, to be honest, a bit of a cad. Scandal
followed him everywhere and his two divorces provided ample column
inches for the newspapers, not least because he brazenly cuckolded an
Irish peer and when his divorce from Lady Desart came through, he
placed an announcement in the Daily Telegraph to let the world know he
was a free man again!
The worst is saved until last but one must tiptoe very delicately through
the fall from grace of Lord Arthur Somerset, whose career with the most
prestigious regiment in the British army and his personal friendship with
the Prince of Wales led to his role as keeper of the royal stables. In the
most sensational Establishment scandal of Victoria's reign, the British
public was initially kept in the dark while the Cabinet argued over whether
or not to arrest Somerset and the Royal family quaked in its boots about
possible revelations of certain unsavoury proclivities, not yet proven.
Before the Home Secretary finally acted, Lord Arthur faced the traditional
choice in these circumstances - to shoot himself in an obscure hotel room
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or to depart England for good, never, ever to return. In the nick of time, he
chose the latter.
Well! These are just some of the ups and downs which awaited those
young Etonians. But what is the common factor which linked all these
illustrious names and their later “difficulties”? They all sat in the pews of
St Nicholas' church each week, and - for at least part of their upbringing they all received their moral guidance from the vicar of Ash and his wife.
There is no lesson in this tale at all but as the clergy of this parish have
not fared so well in the last two episodes of this series, it is probably time
for a different topic next month!
The source material for this article ranges from Burke's Peerage and
Debrett's to the archives of Ash Cricket Club and the memoirs and
personal papers of those concerned, whose lives have been
researched by the writer over an extended period.
Peter Ewart

November Reflections
People who know me well know that I am a bit of a book-worm and find it
hard to sleep without reading first, often into the early hours.
This started not long after I went to secondary school, my Grandmother
lived with us and took it upon herself to check that I and my brothers were
‘settled’, I used to read with a torch under the bedclothes, easier to fake
sleep quickly that way!
In the 4th year at secondary school (Year 10 now!) I was called out to the
front in an English lesson to show what I was reading under the desk,
when my teacher saw it was The Odyssey which she had recently given
out as one of our O-level study books, she said ‘ok, carry on.’ I think I
must have looked very smug going back to my place – just glad it wasn’t
the passed around copy of ‘Lady Chatterley’ that we had been reading at
the back of the chemistry labs! But I was hooked on mythology and
legends from then. There has been a recent influx of female authors
retelling Greek myths and legends from the women’s perspective, some
much more convincingly than others, Madeline Miller and Natalie Haynes
are my favourites so far, well rounded characters and a real passion for
the original stories.
This summer, alongside the novels. I have read three autobiographical
books that have been very moving, challenging and a yet real pleasure to
read; focused on the natural world and all demonstrating the authors’ love
of the land and all that it supports and means to them and all of us. And,
especially, how fragile it all is.
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Raynor Winn’s first book, The Salt Path is described by the Guardian as
‘A beautiful, thoughtful, lyrical story of homelessness, human strength and
endurance’ while the Times suggests ‘A Tale of triumph over despair; of
love over everything’. Together I think that they are correct: Ray and her
husband Moth, through no fault of their own, lose their farm and business
and become homeless, the court fees that paid for their defense have left
them broke. They also discover that Moth has a slow but terminal illness,
as if things couldn’t get any worse! When they were younger and their two
children small, they continued to enjoy simple camping holidays and long
walks, as they had since they first fell in love as teenagers. The children
have grown up and are becoming independent, so they decide to embark
on the South- West Coastal Path, a challenging trail from Minehead in
Somerset, right around the spectacular, and sometimes dangerous, coast
of Cornwall and on around Devon to Poole in Dorset, a mere 630 miles! A
truly Herculean task; but they do it, along the way discovering a lot about
themselves, their incredible strength and love, her writing is stunning, but
she doesn’t hold back from unpleasant truths alongside some really
moving, visual descriptions of the journey..
Her second book is in places a difficult, hard-hitting read. The Wild
Silence, gives more background to The Salt Path:
We learn more of her background, a farmer’s daughter who, having lost
her own beloved farm, needs to make connection with the wild landscape
where they now live.
The publishing of The Salt Path (she had to be convinced by many others
to agree to it!) is a huge success and gives them a little more security, but
more importantly, they are invited to take over a neglected Welsh hillside
farm and rewild it and turn its fortune around. As the land recovers from
ill-use, she queries “At what point in our lives does cynicism take over
from instinct? When we stop feeling the softness of rain on our faces and
start worrying about being wet?… stop listening to the sounds carried in
the wind or the echo of ourselves inside it?... When do we make that
switch from being part of the natural world to being an observer with an
assumed right to control it?”
I feel that some of the insights she experienced during this trek about the
nature of this planet and our place in it are really profound and leave a
lasting impression: About a quarter of the way on the trail they had to
cross a long valley criss-crossed by “deep black gullies formed of slippery
ash that moved like mud underfoot and sharp, jagged crops of glasssmooth obsidian rock”. Then this; “At the bottom of the final gully a hole in
the ground exposed an underground river of boiling water that raced past
the hole at tremendous speed, spitting horizontal jets of hissing water at
ankle level as it went. I watched the jet-stream of violent, explosive heat in
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awe, unable to turn my eyes away. This isn’t a quiet, stable planet we live
on, but a living, breathing entity powered by the boiling forces of heat and
movement that melts rock and moves mountains… That same strength
lies under our feet in the tarmacked cities where we live so far removed
from the natural environment that we could almost believe that it has no
relevance to us. But this is one Earth and this wild unstoppable power
moves beneath all our lives.”
So many areas of the world have experienced the wild powers of nature
in the last few years, La Palma especially. I was trying to explain to my
granddaughter, that when the volcano eventually stops erupting, the
island will be quite a different shape, also what it has been to the many
families who have lost their homes. How thankful I am to be in our
temperate part of the world, though we always manage to grumble about
the weather, don’t we!
Perhaps helping our own health and wellbeing and appreciating far more
the benefits that are around us. I’ve just watched the first of a series of
climate change documentaries introduced by the Duke of Cambridge,
very much following in his father’s footsteps, aided by Sir David
Attenborough, it was excellent, showing schemes being developed
around the world both small and large. They are really making a
difference to the lives of the people, but also bettering their environment
for long-term improvements to the wildlife and whole bio-diversity of each
area.
The final book that’s impressed me is English Pastoral by James
Rebanks. Another farmer based in the Lake District where his family has
farmed for over 600 years. He describes farming practices over the
generations and mourns the fact that so much farming is driven by the
need to make more and cheaper food; that farmers are not properly
appreciated by governments or public, the recent footage of milk being
poured away in lockdown, of pigs having to be culled on the farms
because of the lack of workers, fruits wasted, again due to lack of pickers,
so wrong when so many are starving in other parts of the world, and
emotionally and financially disastrous for the farmers. He describes his
ancient farmlands as “a place layered with history, stories and memories,
like sacred ground.” But also, that “get farming wrong and people begin
to go hungry, the poor first; get it badly wrong and millions starve.” And
that rather than a rural dream “Our fields are the coalface where we as a
species meet the natural world, where our politics, our diet and our
shopping choices shape the land, the wilder world around it, and even the
climate. And we have often done great damage.” He warns that if
changes are not made our farmlands run the risk of becoming like the
dying lands of the American Midwest. He asks what will our generations
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be remembered for: saving the land and its benefits and wildlife, or
allowing the destruction of escalating climate change to continue? “This is
our choice. We are at a fork in the road.” At the end of the book he says “I
tried my best to look after this land. This is my inheritance to my children.
This is my love.”
I thoroughly recommend all these books and writers and hope that you all
have a good month, enjoying the winter harvest and colours.
I hope and pray that the Glasgow Summit and those that follow, really do
kick-start the changes that are needed, that nations will learn to trust and
work together
to slow climate
change and
really
implement
what’s needed
to make our
world a safer
and more
biodiverse
place for future
generations,
preserving
species from
extinction,
finding less
harmful ways
to feed the
populations in
every nation,
hopefully even
bringing peace
to so many war
torn countries.
We all need
hope for the
future.
Pat Coles
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