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What’s On
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on
Tuesdays October 1st, 15th and 29th from 2-4pm.
ASH HERITAGE SOCIETY welcomes Dr Sheila Sweetinburgh for the
half-yearly lecture on Thursday 3rd October talking about Neighbours
Across the Religious Divide. Ash Village Hall, 7.30pm. See page 20 for
details.
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING takes place at Ash Village Hall
on Saturday 5th October, from 10am to noon. It is hosted by Ash Toddler
Group.
ASH PARISH COUNCIL meet at 7.30pm on Monday 7th October,
7.30pm, The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road.
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
THE FRIENDS OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH Shuffleboard evening is on
Saturday 12th October from 6.30pm at the Village Hall. See page 16 for
details.
THE CHEQUER INN COMMUNITY PUB is holding a quiz on Tuesday
15th October with quiz master Peter Ewart. See pages 12 and 18 for more
details.
ASH PARISH MEETING takes place on Wednesday 16th October from
7.30pm at Cartwright & Kelsey School. See page 9 for more details.
THE ASH SOCIETY opens its Winter Programme on Thursday 17th
October, with an interesting talk by Dr Geoff Doel. "Legendary & Ghostly
Kent" to be followed by the "Red Arrows" and a return visit in December
by one of our favourite speakers, Melanie Gibson-Barton. See page 24.
THE CHURCHYARD BASH volunteers meet on Saturday 19th October
from 9am to mow, weed and sweep the parish graveyard. Why not join
them?
FOOD FOR THOUGHT. Learn more about the Christian Faith, The
Chequer, Ash, Thursday 31st October at 7.30pm. See page 8 for details.
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Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
0800 111 999
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
105
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
0800 820 999
Community
PCSO Luke Sanderson
101 or email
luke.sanderson@kent.pnn.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 851967
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440
Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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Church Services
Services at St Nicholas’ Church
Sunday 6th October
Sunday 13th October
Sunday 20th October
Sunday 27th October

8am Holy Communion, 10.30 All Age Service
8am Holy Communion 10.30am Harvest
Festival
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion
8am and 10.30am Holy Communion

Services around the Benefice
Sunday 6th October:
Sunday 13th October:

Sunday 20th October:

Sunday 27th October:

All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion
Elmstone Church 9.30am Holy Communion
St Mary's Nonington 10.30am Holy Communion
Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Choral
Communion
St Mildred's Preston 9.30am Family Service
Baptist Chapel Nonington 9.30am Breakfast
Church
All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion
Elmstone Church 9.30am Holy Communion
Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am All Age
Worship
Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Holy
Communion
St Mildred's Preston 9.30am Holy Communion
Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am Holy
Communion

Harvest Festival
Our traditional Harvest Festival service will take place at 10.30am on
Sunday 13th October. As in previous years we will be collecting nonperishable food items for the Salvation Army in Margate.
The service will be followed by a hot lunch (cottage pie, vegetarian option
available) but we would appreciate donations for dessert. Please sign the
sheet in the porch if you’d like to come to lunch plus indicate if you are
able to provide something sweet. There is no set charge for lunch but
donations would be welcome on the day. If you are unable to attend on
13th October but would like to donate some food to add to our collection
please leave it in church by the font marked ‘Salvation Army’ before
14th October, as we will be taking the items to them that day.
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Churchwardens’ letter
During October and November the vicar, Rev David Moulden, is taking a
sabbatical.
Most incumbents take some time off during their ministry to be able to
reflect away from the ‘noise’ of parish life.
These 2 months will provide an opportunity for both David and Sarah to
refresh their lives and, hopefully, return with renewed vision and purpose.
Of course we will not be closing down St Nicholas’, and the other
churches within the Canonry Benefice, during this period.
Indeed, it is the duty of the churchwardens and the Parochial Church
Council (PCC) to maintain the pattern of regular worship.
To enable this we are thankful for the support of enthusiastic visiting
clergy. On Sunday 8th September Rev Clive Barlow (incumbent at St
Nicholas’ from 1977 to 1993) led us in a thoughtful service where he
stressed our ‘duty’ as a Christian Community to be mindful of others and
their views - particularly pertinent during this time as we grapple with
Brexit.
On 13th October we will celebrate harvest with a service led by Rev. Nigel
Hale; this will be followed by a cooked lunch -- do join us.
All the committees of the PCC are still functioning - Finance and General
Purposes (currently we are planning the renewal of the lead to the spire) ,
Leadership team (this small group plans services, and other key events),
PCC ( elected from members of the congregation and overseas all church
activities).
Other groups within the church run as usual e.g. choir, SNICS (afterschool club for primary school children), weekly prayer group, house
groups.
Over the past few years we have been focussing our attention on ‘serving
the community’ - Jesus urges to go out into the community to help all in
any kind of need.
Children from both Cartwright and Kelsey and St Faith’s visit the church
regularly for special services (eg Easter and Christmas) and to spend
time in the church learning about the building
and its history, the Christian faith and for ‘quiet’
days.
We are pleased that the church is open every
day from 8.30 am until 4.30 pm for people to
spend time in this beautifully peaceful building.
The church is used regularly for meetings and
concerts; we were delighted to welcome large
numbers of people from the village when they met several times to
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coordinate saving the Chequer Inn - a long haul, but with pleasing
success.
So, as churchwardens we are keen to continue the witness of Christ in
the community of Ash by welcoming all and serving in any way we are
able.

Jenny Taylor and Bill Vennart ( Churchwardens)

Parish Register
Weddings
Saturday 14th September Goodnestone, Katie Henbest and Kris Buckle
Saturday 21st September Preston, Zoe Green and Matthew Wheeler
Goodnestone, Tanja Clarke and Anthony Carey
Funerals
Thursday 27th August Ash, Vera Heady
Saturday 7th September Ash, Burial of Ashes, Mike Byrne

Church Cafe
The Wednesday coffee morning at St Nicholas Church will be taking a
break for the time being. We are struggling to find enough volunteers who
can regularly commit to running it but hope we can remedy the situation
and get it up and running again. Many thanks to all who supported us.
Jenny Taylor

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy
Churchwardens:
Elmstone: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 01304 812511.
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804.
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 0778 069 4711 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628.
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402.
Retired Clergy:
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304
812543.
Reader:
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249
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Deal Foodbank
Many thanks to all of you who place items in our foodbank ‘bin.’ Though I
hesitate to say this may I turn your thoughts to Christmas?
For many, providing ‘extras’ for the whole family to enjoy over the festive
period is an impossibility so please could you help by dropping in an item
or two to make someone else’s Christmas a bit more merry?
Perhaps a box of chocolates, some ingredients for a Christmas meal stuffing mix, Christmas pudding, carton of custard etc, just please ensure
the items are dated until the end of December.
Thank you so much!
Jenny Taylor

Library Opening Hours Increase
New longer opening hours for Ash Library take effect from 30th
September. The new hours are:
Monday: 11.30am-1pm; 2pm-5pm
Tuesday: 9.30am-1pm
Wednesday: 9.30am-2pm
Thursday: Closed
Friday: 11.30am-5pm
Saturday: 9am-2pm
Farewell to Sally, see page 21.
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on
Monday 2nd September 2019.
SIX THINGS TO THINK ON...LOOKER
1. The Parish Council will increase the investment in its plan to make
the playground that extra bit special. Health and safety concerns
mean that aspect is very expensive so, in order to get the best
apparatus for fun and enjoyment, the Parish Council has put by
£80,000.
2. Our County Councillor Sue Chandler reported on several surpluses
in the District Council budgets but also that KCC is investing £60
million in highway repairs over the coming years.
3. How many new houses for the Parish? Where should we build
them? Find out at the public exhibition in the Village Hall on
Saturday 28th September between 10am and 5pm.The Parish
Council want you to be able to express your views on this vital
aspect for the future of this parish – come to the evening meeting on
Wednesday 16th October AT 7.30pm at Cartwright & Kelsey School.
As well as parish councillors, Lindsay Frost, the planning consultant,
will be speaking to the Meeting.
4. Further to an incident on the recreation ground, if dogs are a
nuisance please contact the Dog Warden on 01304 872 289 or
report it on Dover District Council website www.dover.gov.uk via the
Dog Warden page. If however, it is considered that dogs are not
being controlled then the police should be called on 101.
5. The regular discussion regarding a greater police presence was
heard. And several councilors have responded to the Police and
Crime Commissioner’s consultation expressing strong concern in
this area. Similarly, given the importance of biodiversity, the council
has responded to the KCC consultation on this matter.
6. Work is in hand to revamp the website to make it more ‘friendly’ as
well as the council looking at traffic issues within the village. More on
this will be heard at future meetings.
Onlooker

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the
Parish Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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Summer Fair Success
Hundreds of people flocked to enjoy the return of the Ash Summer Fair on
Saturday 31st August.
Organised by the Ash Community Events
group, the fair brought together village
organisations and clubs as well as a large
variety of commercial stalls selling everything
from fudge to stylish dog leads.
As well as the selection of a new Prince and
Princess for Ash, there was entertainment all
day featuring, among others, the Jan Anton
Dancers and the New Ash Players, while an
excellent band, The Dial, kept toes tapping
with a diverse play list.

photos by Emily
Hawkins
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Chequer Inn Community Pub
By the time you read this article the disability adaptation access to the
rear of the pub will be completed and the ramps and doors in use. The
committee were in agreement that this work was prioritised to enable
inclusive access to the pub. We are grateful to Hugh Cooke and his son
Max who have undertaken this work for us. Hugh has also recently
completed the work to the south side chimney stack to ensure it is safe.
All work has been overseen by the local Building Inspection and
regulation team from Dover District Council.
The team of volunteer gardeners harvested our first crop of hops as part
of the Deal and Community Hop farm. These will be combined with other
local hop harvests to make a local brew which will be available in the pub.
More work will be taking place in the garden once we have had sufficient
rain to loosen the soil.
On Monday 30th September we are opening the doors of the pub to
run 'Meet Up Mondays' from 9.30-11.30am. What is that I hear you ask?
Meet Up Mondays is an idea created by publican Mick Dore, of The
Alexandra in Wimbledon, to address loneliness. For two hours on a
Monday morning he invites people who are on their own to come have a
cuppa and meet others in the same situation, with refreshments provided
at no charge.
We are working with Jan and Craig to open the doors of the Chequers to
anyone interested... in need of some company or just plain curious and
need a cup of tea and coffee. You will be assured of a warm welcome!
Tuesday 15th October Community Quiz Night
All sporting and other organisations in the village, for example PTFAs
(both schools) Ash Horticultural Society, Ash Heritage, New Ash Players,
Friends of St Nicholas, Ash Parish Council etc are invited to make up
teams of 6 for the inaugural Big Community Quiz with quiz master Peter
Ewart. The quiz will be held at the Chequers.

The Friends of the Kent and Canterbury Hospital – Ash
Branch
We made £75 at the fete, £46 at the coffee morning and were given a
donation of £60 from the Good Companions which we were very pleased
with these results. We would like to thank you to all the people who
supported us and made these totals successful.
Marion Martin
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Ash Cricket Club
Much has happened since last year's annual report. Our club suffered two
painful blows during the winter, with the passing of Dave Philpott and Bill
Laslett, both club stalwarts of many years whose children and
grandchildren play very active parts in the life of the club.
If any cricket club can be described as a family club it is ours, and the loss
of Dave and Bill has been keenly felt by all of us throughout this summer.
The season itself has been an unqualified success on the field.
Late in 2018 the highest echelon of the Kent Regional League was
restructured, and an invitation was extended to our 1st Xl to perform in
the Premier Division. This would entail playing at a higher level and
travelling much further to away games. If we accepted the offer, how
would we fare on the field against stronger clubs? What effect would
earlier starts and driving to SE London fortnightly on Saturday mornings
have on the availability of players - win or lose? How would it impinge on
our Saturday evenings if the 1st Xl were returning to the pavilion much
later, where traditionally both Xls and their families and friends swap
stories of the day's fortunes? There was much to consider, including the
ambition and potential of our keen younger players - and we took the
plunge.
We need not have worried! Our players have done us proud, and - after a
slightly hesitant start - Ash CC has taken the league by storm and
eventually finished in second place, which - astonishingly - now means
further promotion, this time to the Kent League itself! We simply couldn't
have imagined any of this at the season's beginning.
At a time when clubs throughout the land are struggling with player
availability, Ash CC has bucked the trend, often having more than enough
to fill our two sides, partly because a number of our seasoned veterans
have switched willingly and seamlessly from 1st Xl to 2nd Xl cricket,
where we continue to nurture our promising youngsters in a team
containing a wide age range.
As a result, our 2nd Xl has also enjoyed great success and the morale
within both teams and across the club has, by general consent, never
been higher.
Outside the leagues, we have enjoyed an exciting annual tussle between
the club and the President's Xl, and against Sandwich Town for the Pat
Smalley Memorial Trophy.
Far from resting on our laurels, however, we continue to look out for new
players, including keen youngsters. They are guaranteed a very warm
welcome, both on and off the field.
Continued overleaf
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The social side has been far from neglected, with our wonderful annual
Christmas Dinner in the pavilion augmented by a "Gin in June" evening,
and more exciting cocktails at our recent Fancy Dress evening.
Our new Kent League status will demand improved facilities such as sight
screens etc, so watch this space for news of further fundraisers.
The players themselves know there are many to thank for the present
success of our club - the committees (both club and pavilion
management), the skippers, groundsman, umpires, scorers, bar manager,
social organisers, families and friends - and especially our terrific army of
willing caterers, who produce delicious match teas and all special meals
for our additional socials.
With the majority of our players and friends still coming from the village
itself or very close by, we hope to continue to play an integral part in the
life of Ash, as an ancient cricket club of which the village can be proud.
Peter Ewart

Hills Court Road Footpath and Nature Trail
Warm August weather encouraged common lizards to come out and bask
in the sun. There is a good population along the footpath.
Many can be seen,
either in the long grass
or basking on mole hills
and log piles, which
have been warmed by
the sun.
Lizards catch and eat
flies, ants, caterpillars,
grasshoppers and
centipedes.
If a large insect is
caught, the lizard will
shake it, just like a terrier does a rat.
August is also a ‘cricket season’, and
numbers of adult crickets peak now.
We have one species, the dark bush cricket
(pictured), together with two species of
grasshopper; the meadow and common
green grasshopper.
During the hot bank holiday weather, the tall
grasses came alive with their song.
Pearl Thorne
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Ash Heritage Group
Visit to Moat Farm House
William and
Dorothea Longrigg,
the new owners of
Moat Farm House,
kindly invited
members of the Ash
Heritage Group to
view the extensive
work they have
carried out whilst
refurbishing this
important Grade II
listed building.
A group of 15
members visited on
30th June 2019 and
were treated to a guided tour of the house and grounds.
William gave us an excellent and informative historical commentary and
afterwards he and Dorothea laid on a splendid tea with mouth-watering
cakes.
Huge care and attention has been paid to retain all the original features of
the house whilst incorporating up-to-date facilities for modern living.
Of special interest were the Tudor windows and a display of brochures
with the particulars of the house, contents and farm as it has changed
hands over the years.
Many thanks to the Longriggs!
Autumn Talk
The Heritage Group Autumn Talk will take place on Thursday 3rd October
at 7.30pm at Ash Village Hall.
The talk is titled Neighbours Across the Religious Divide – Coping with
difference in Reformation East Kent.
It will be delivered by Dr Sheila Sweetinburgh in Ash Village Hall at
7.30pm on October 3rd
Dr Sweetinburgh who talked to us a while ago and is coming back due to
popular demand. £3 entry and refreshments. All welcome.
15
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Youth Club
Pie Factory Music Youth Club is a free youth club for young people is held
in Ash every Friday from 4pm-6pm in the Ash Village Hall.
Activities include photography, music, arts and crafts, cooking, drama, Tshirt design, computer coding and table tennis.

The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches
OPEN AFTERNOON, ELMSTONE CHURCH
At the end of August, Elmstone Church held its annual late Summer Open
Afternoon.
The glorious weather added to the enjoyment of this splendid relaxing
afternoon in the village churchyard, where visitors were able to enjoy a
cup of tea and scones or cake or both!
With bunting a plenty and cafe style table and chairs the churchyard was
transformed for the afternoon.
Thank you to everyone who joined us for this wonderful event to raise
funds for the village church.
ELMSTONE VILLAGE HAPPY HOUR
The September Elmstone Village Happy Hour was very
a very enjoyable evening.
Due to popular demand, there will be a further Happy
Hour at Elmstone Church on Friday 4th October,
6.30-7.30pm.
Everyone is welcome to this informal, social event. Do
come and join us.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL – ST MILDRED’S
Please note that, following our recent Committee Meeting, the date and
time of this event have been changed. his will now be held on Sunday
8 December, 2.30 - 4.30. Please make a note of this.
Letters are going out to local organisations and businesses, inviting them
to participate.
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Preston and Elmstone Cricket Club
Preston and Elmstone Cricket Club has reformed after a 12 year
absence. We plan to bring competitive and social cricket back to the
village.
We ran a competition at the school to design the new club badge. This
was won by Daisy Rayner
from class 1 with her
brilliant entry.
We have since generated a
design based on this that
will now be used.
We have held a kids Kwik
cricket afternoon which was
really well attended.
We held a brilliant social
evening which had a great
mix of young and old attend
who played cricket and
socialised.
On Sunday 11th we held our
first club trials. This was
excellent. We had over 35 people attend (including kids). This is a great
start to encouraging club membership and we hope to get a senior side
playing before too long.
We have launched a Facebook page which already has over 200
followers.
We have launched the club website http://www.prestonelmstonecricket.co.uk/, set up an online kit shop and are registered
with http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
Work has started on preparing the cricket square but we need equipment.
Anyone willing to donate second-hand ground equipment it would be
gratefully received.
We are looking into the provision of changing rooms/new pavilion. Also
training facilities such as 2 permanent nets.
Our long-term aim is to have senior cricket, women's cricket, a colts
section and over 60s.
Any new players will be warmly welcomed.
We are also in need of volunteers to assist in the running of the club,
specifically around arranging social events.
Anyone interested please contact Jim Cook on 07718155715
or mailto:j.cook@preston-elmstonecricket.co.uk
19
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Farewell to Sally
As the opening hours at Ash Library increase from September 30, longstanding librarian Sally Willins is stepping aside.
After 17 years serving the book-lovers of Ash, young and old, she has
many memories of the village. Here, she reflects on her time in Ash.
You have been librarian in
Ash for 17 years, but how
did it all begin?
My only ‘real’ professional
qualification is in floristry. I
trained in the 70s and took the
City and Guilds exams.
After meandering through
several jobs, I spent several,
happy, years as a KCC Adult
Education sessional tutor in
flower arranging.
However, feeling that it was
time for a change I was looking
for something part-time.
The role at Ash was
advertised; I was interviewed
and was offered the position.

There must have been significant changes over the years, how has
the job of librarian altered in your time?
Seventeen years ago, Ash library still operated with the little cardboard
tickets. Reservations were placed using paper forms which were then
taken off in the ‘van’ box once a week.
As the assistant, I was at the other end of the room to the hatch, sitting at
the table. The bookshelves had to be covered with wooden shutters at the
end of every session and then padlocked! (I imagine the shutters are still
in the Village Hall store).
At some point a manager decided the shutters could be left off – which
was great, as they were quite cumbersome to haul around. And then I
was able to move the service point to the hatch - which then left things
much better placed at a slightly later point when the computerised system
arrived.
Continued over
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Are there any particular memories of your years in Ash?
I will remember people’s kindness and appreciation over the years; the
gifts of runner beans, tomatoes, courgettes, cucumbers – and children’s
pictures and cards and home-made cookies!
I’ve enjoyed watching children grow up and seeing their reading skills
flourish. And helping readers to work through a series of novels is always
really satisfying.
Tell us a little about yourself....
I was born in Ramsgate. and live in Minster. I’m looking forward to
spending more time in the garden, walking the dogs, doing a bit of
sewing, a bit of drawing – if I’m lucky!
I don’t plan this as absolute retirement – merely an opportunity to see
what else life might offer.
Is there anything you would like to say to your readers in Ash as you
make your farewell?
Obviously a huge thank you for all the kind words, the gifts and cards. I
shall miss being a small part of the community.
And to add that I sincerely hope the library goes from strength to strength,
and with the new opening hours, offers the folk in Ash and beyond a
wonderful new service.
And, of course... What is your favourite book and/or author?
I haven’t got a favourite book – as new ones are printed, or one makes a
new discovery – ‘favourite’ books come along all the time!
Authors – I enjoy Anita Shreve, Anne Tyler, Elizabeth Strout, the
wonderful Tracy Chevalier and Penelope Lively amongst a zillion others!

The Story Behind…
Would you like to share ‘the story behind’ something special in your
village or part of the parish?
It could be a street or house name, stained-glass window, pew or
little-known monument.
Whatever it is, we would be delighted to share your story.
Please send your articles to the editors, contact details on page 2.
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A Reader Writes
I've just been reading the September edition of the Parish Magazine,
some very interesting articles! Pat Coles piece on trees, such a vital plant,
I so agree that really trees must NOT indiscriminately be cut down to
replace with "houses for the increasing population" - smaller families
would help! I've always loved trees in my life, and when I hear the
dreaded sound of a wonderful tree being cut down, I inwardly weep, they
are so vital to this planet!
Also I've read the very entertaining, but alarmingly true article by
Paddy O'Halloran, I hope all who have this magazine read it too. I'm
pretty ancient now, so have had the good fortune to see and hear bird
evensong and dawn chorus, when it was tumultuous, not any more. It's
down to the lack of habitat. The hateful Jackdaw, now a "protected
species" just help themselves to baby birds from nests, Jays too... to say
nothing of cats!
One last thing, a typing error, I'm sure, in Pat Coles' article, referring to he
Horse Chestnut, "the timber is week" "should read "weak"? Just saying!.
Rosemary Murgatroyd

We are delighted to receive letters from magazine readers (even ones
spotting gaps in our proof-reading skills!). Please keep your comments,
articles, memories and stories coming in.
SANDWICH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY monthly lectures. Thursday
October 10th at 7.30 in the Guildhall Grand Jury Room. Jim Davies ‘The
East Kent Coalfields’. All welcome; non-members £1 at the door.
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.u

Church Bulletins…
These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were
announced at church services.
The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals.
The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus Walks on the Water.’ The sermon
tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.’
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
23

24

Garden Jottings for October
Last month’s article supposed I had onions “dying” in my greenhouse
(due to my terrible handwriting!). However, by now they are dry and
trimmed and stored in a dry and airy place for winter use.
Tomatoes should be cleared and foliage put into the compost now. The
space can be used to bring in geraniums and fuchsias.
Take cuttings when potting up old plants which should be cut down to 46” high. Cuttings should be put round the edge in a 3-4” pot filled with
free-draining compost. Keep these moist, though actual plants need very
little moisture in the winter or they may “rot off”. Dormant indoor cyclamen
should be revived by standing in a saucer of water. Camellias should be
watered regularly in the autumn or the flower buds will drop off.
Plant out daffodils, crocus, lilies and grape-hyacinths, making sure to
plant daffodils deeply, 2½ times the size of the bulb, but leave tulips until
November. It is a good idea to have some bulbs in layers in large pots to
give a succession of blooms ie hyacinths, iris, tulips and narcissus.
Place a few sweetly scented bulbs in pots near the door, over planted,
with pansies or polyanthus for colour until the bulbs come through. Also
heathers and hardy cyclamen give a good display near paths and
doorways through the winter days. Polyanthus, double daisies, pansies
and forget-me-not all give a good display planted with bulbs in borders.
Cut down buddleia, lavatera and tall roses by a third to reduce wind
damage.
Trim hedges and shrubs, taking out two or three old stems and dead
flowers and branches to give good shape and encourage vigorous new
growth.
Do not remove flowers on hydrangeas until after frosts are over as the
blooms keep the new flower buds protected whilst looking attractive in the
border.
Cut down summer raspberries taking out old brown canes, tying in new
green ones. It is a good idea to also have autumn fruiting raspberries as
they will go on fruiting until the first frosts.
Harvest tender vegetables before the cold weather. Plant out autumn
onion sets and garlic cloves, sow winter varieties of broad beans and
peas also spring cabbage and maybe a few hardy annuals – cornflower,
marigold and larkspur to make sturdy bushy plants for early summer
flowering.
Make a note to grow some annuals such as Aster Zinnia and Rudbeckia
to put in spaces in the late summer next year to prolong colour in the
borders.
Jottings continue overleaf
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Herbaceous planting of Michaelmas Daisies and Ceratostigma
Willmottianum will give a lovely flash of blue in the autumn, which, along
with Helenium, all types of Rudbeckia and Echinacea will make a
colourful display in late summer and through the autumn.
To prolong the show in borders all year is one of the hardest things to
achieve but with a little foresight and planning can be very rewarding.
Dahlias and chrysanthemum are also a fine addition especially if grown
for cutting for the house.
Hoping for a calm and peaceful October so we can enjoy gardening
through this lovely season.
Christine Brown

Pubs Past (continued…)
Further to David Cave’s excellent
article in the August edition of the
Parish Magazine and Ray Cooper’s
addition of The Good Intent in the
September edition :The Good Intent was at 34 The
Street Ash. The exact age of the
building is not known, but similar
timbers in the house next door (no.
32) were dated as 1480. As these
are re-used ships timbers then the
houses were either built or an
upstairs added after that date.
The building has seen a variety of
owners and occupiers since then
and these are well documented.
In 1766 it w as owned by William
Kingsfold “a miller” and in 1778 by
John Kingsfold “a baker”. In 1820 it
is recorded as The Good Intent” a
beerhouse” and is remembered by a
lady who stayed here in The Good
Intent, as a child, in the 1950s. An advertisement in the July 1984 Parish
Magazine shows it as Tea Rooms and Antique Shop.
It has been home to my wife and I since 1994.
Richard Palmer
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October Reflections
The 21st of this month is Apple Day, so I wanted to reflect on the fruit that
is gathered in our part of the Country: There are four different types of
apple shown in the illustration on the front cover; The larger shiny round
James Grieve, a good cooker and eater. Blenheim Orange, a whole one
and a half in front, a lovely juicy eater. A small Russet, great with cheese,
a firm texture and roughish skin, the then little Red Falstaff, very white
flesh and tasty. Then their cousins; some dark red crab apples, two pears
and a huge quince, just beginning to get the fluffy bloom on its skin, with a
half one on display. This discoloured much quicker than the apples. When
cooked, quince turn a pinkish colour and if ripe have a delightful scent.
The National Fruit Collection is held at Brogdale, near Faversham, they
always have open days and a festival to celebrate the apple harvest. It’s a
good day, fun and informative, with apple and cider tastings and lots of
orchard walks to explore. Keep an eye on the local ‘what’s on’ for details.
The Marigold, or Calendula Officinalis,
is this month’s Almanac (Lia
Leendertz) flower of the month. The
name comes from Mary’s Gold as
they start flowering near the Feast of
the Annunciation on 25th March. But
as they are such vigorous selfseeders, they keep on flowering
throughout most of the year. I picked
these two from my vegetable patch, I
find them delightful, especially the
cheerful richness of colour, the slightly
musty scent and best of all; they help
to deflect the aphids from other crops,
especially beans, so are excellent as
a common planter. Most of us will
have used Calendula in a medical
way too; soothing hand cream or
lotions. It can be used in the treatment
of menstrual pain, stomach ulcers,
burns and various skin inflammations.
The petals are also edible and look
pretty in a mixed salad, or perhaps
scattered over your Halloween bowl of
pumpkin soup!
Reflections continue overleaf…
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The Bridge
I made this copper etching and wrote the poem (opposite) toward the end
of my degree course at Christ Church in Canterbury almost 30 years ago,
when I was a returning, very mature, student!
Having just moved house and downsized for the third time, I found the
work in a folder of other
‘historical’ stuff. I felt it
reflected how I was
feeling now: looking both
forward and backwards
with all the attendant
emotions that entails.
Surrounded by boxes of
‘stuff’ with nowhere to
go; having to sort it all
out before I can dispose
of it and feeling
somewhat overwhelmed!
The Bridge reminded me
that I needed to look
forward, to keep
positive, I know it’s a
good move and I have
supportive landlords –
patient too! Trying to clear enough space this week to draw and white,
physically and mentally; then being grateful for the need to do something
different too. Remembering to be pleased with small things, little
achievements along the way, with good things to look forward to…
eventually!
Anne Talbert have a lively sermon at the beginning of September on New
Beginnings, thinking especially of those starting school or college,
perhaps for the first time: Hopes and fears, expectations, your own and
others of you. It was just what I needed to hear, a very positive,
encouraging talk.
So, for any of you who are making and facing new beginnings of any sort
this month; I wish you all the best, hoping that when things feel tough or
you feel overwhelmed by all you need to do; Imagine that you are held up
by that little bridge over all the detritus and muddles of life, able to take
stock of the past and look ahead with positivity to a fresh bright future.
Have a good month.
Pat Coles
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The Bridge
It stood –
Inviting exploration,
Its well-worn planks
Guiding the footpath
Over the foetid remnants
Of the stream;
An offshoot of the river
It curved around the cops
Almost lost beneath the
Debris of the years.
Going from nowhere to nowhere,
A memory of times when
Path and stream were
Arteries of village life.
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