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The Canonry Benefice of
Ash – Chillenden – Elmstone – Goodnestone
Nonington – Preston – Stourmouth

Useful Contacts
Service

Organisation/Name

Contact

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)
999
UK Power Networks (24hrs)
Water Leak Line (24hrs)
Community
PCSO Eva Winter

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999
101 or email
Eva.Winter@kent.police.uk
Non-urgent and other enquiries
101
Community Warden Team
07811 271 299
Neighbourhood Watch
Martin Porter - email
porter118@btinternet.com
Crime Stoppers
0800 555111
Community Safety Dover
01304 872220
Consumer Direct
01845 4040506
Childline
0800 1111
Kent County Council
08458 247247
Dover District Council
01304 821199
Craig Mackinlay MP
01843 589266
Ash Parish Council Clerk
01304 832909
Citizens Advice (Dover area)
0844 8487978
Ash Village Hall Enquiries
01304 369314
Environmental Health
01304 872215
Trading Standards
0845 4040506
Ash Library
01304 812440

Healthcare

NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)
Out of Hours Doctor Service
Ash Surgery
Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury
QEQM Margate
William Harvey
Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)

111 or www.nhs.uk
0844 8001234
01304 812227
01227 766877
01843 225544
01233 633331
01304 812242

Education

KCC Area Office
Cartwright and Kelsey School
St Faith’s Prep School
Sandwich Technology School
Sir Roger Manwood School

03000 414141
01304 812539
01304 813409
01304 610000
01304 613286

Transport

National Rail TrainTracker™
Stagecoach East Kent Ltd

0871 2004950
0845 6002299

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~
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What’s On
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING in October will be held on
Saturday 2nd October. Hosted by Ash Heritage Group from 10am-12pm
there will be refreshments, raffles and much more.
BEATING OF THE BOUNDS will take place on Saturday 9th October. For
more information see page 15.
THE CHEQUER INN COMMUNITY GARDNERS meet Mondays 9.30am
-12pm. This month is also the annual ‘tidy up’ on either Saturday 9th or
16th October, weather permitting. See page 13.
SANDWICH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY meet on Thursday 14th October
at 7.30pm to hear Prof John Butler on ‘The Quest for Becket’s bones: St
Thomas of Canterbury and the enduring appeal of holy relics’.
The Jury Room, Sandwich Guildhall. Covid precautions, such as masks,
may apply. Please keep checking for updates on our
website: www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk
THE CHURCHYARD BASH will take place at St Nicholas, Ash, on
Saturday 16th October from 9am. See page 6 for details.
THE ASH SOCIETY meets on October 21st to hear Peter Ewart, on
Smuggling in Kent at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
ASH BABY AND TODDLER GROUP meet at Ash Village Hall on Mondays
from 10-11.30am. £1.50 per child. See page 16 for more details.
ASH GUIDES AND RANGERS meet on Tuesday (term time only) in Ash.
For more information see page 13.
THE LIBRARY at Ash Village Hall has now reopened.
Opening hours are: Mondays 11.30-1pm and 2pm-5pm; Wednesdays
9.30am-2pm; Saturdays 10am-2pm.
MEET UP MONDAYS – a friendly companionship group - have restarted
at the Chequer Inn from 10am-noon every Monday.
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Church Notices
Church Services
Sunday 3rd October: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone;
Holy Communion 9am, Elmstone Church; Morning Worship, 10.30am, St
Nicholas Church, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St Mary’s Nonington.
Sunday 10th October: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden;
Breakfast Church, 9.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington; Holy Communion,
10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Family Service, St Mildred’s, Preston.
Sunday 17th October: Holy Communion, 9am, Holy Cross, Goodnestone;
Holy Communion, 9am, Elmstone Church; Holy Communion, 10.30am, St
Nicholas, Ash; Morning Worship, 10.30am, Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 24th October: Holy Communion, 9am, All Saints, Chillenden; Holy
Communion, 10.30am, St Nicholas, Ash; Holy Communion, 10.30am,
Baptist Chapel, Nonington.
Sunday 31st October: Holy Communion, 10.30, for location please check
the benefice news sheet.
As always the safety of our church community is paramount and timings
may change according to guidelines so please keep an eye on the church
information board and our News Sheet which is uploaded weekly
on www.canonrybenefice.org.uk and www.s8nicholas.org.uk.
We will continue to stream our 11am Sunday services via our YouTube
channel and our Facebook page, where you will also find news and
updates.
www.facebook.com/thecanonrybenefice
www.youtube.com/thecanonrybenefice
Private Prayer
St Nicholas, Ash, 9.30am-4pm all week.
Holy Cross, Goodnestone, is open in daylight hours.
All Saints, Chillenden, 10am-5pm Saturdays and Sundays
Other churches in the Benefice can be unlocked upon request
*Please note services may be taking place during these times.
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Harvest Collection for the Salvation Army
It is our custom to support the Community Service Programme run by the
Salvation Army in Margate to mark harvest festival. They provide support
to the most vulnerable in our area by offering practical and emotional help
at their drop in café, up to 50 lunches a day, plus approximately 80
grocery bags a week to those referred to them by TDC and KCC.
St Nicholas’ Church porch will be open daily from Monday 4th October to
Saturday 9th from 9am to 4pm to accept your donations.
We have been asked if we can donate non-perishable food especially:
Pasta, tinned vegetables, soup, biscuits, long life milk & sandwich fillings
These items will then be blessed at our Harvest Festival Service on
Sunday 10th October at 10:30am and taken to the Salvation Army during
the following week.
Please help if you can so that together we can support the vital work that
they do amongst the most vulnerable in our local communities.
Jenny Taylor

Parish Register
Weddings
Courtney Spellacy and Mark Harcott, St Mildred’s, Preston, 6th August
Aimee Kew and Jack Plumb, St Mildred’s, Preston, 12th August
Lucinda Davies and Kurt Stuhllemmer, Holy Cross, Goodnestone,
14th August
Claire Cordier and Ben Ashby, Elmstone church, 19th August
Jessica Simm and Mark Havard, St Nicholas’, Ash, 21st August
Baptism
Sasha Titterton, St Nicholas, Ash, 22nd August

Churchyard Maintenance
Now that the group working parties or `bashes` have started again , our
volunteers are working hard on the backlog of mowing and hedging built
up during the lockdown.
The next bash is on Saturday 16th October starting at 9am.
Light refreshments will be served only outside, hand cleansing and social
distancing will be observed.
Contact telephone number 01304 812736.
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The Parish Letter
There has been a catastrophic loss of trust in the UK’s institutions. This
should concern us, as trust, and its counterpart respect, are fundamental
and foundational in all relationships. The Ipsos MORI Veracity Index has
ranked professions according to how much the public trusts them for the
last 30+ years. During this time-frame, the majority of professions have
lost a significant degree of trust (particularly, clergy/priest down from of
85% in 1985 to 56% this year). The good news for politicians in the latest
survey is that they are no longer at the foot of the table (take a bow,
advertising executives). The bad news is they are only one place higher
and less than one in four people has trust in them.
It’s not difficult to see why. Matt Hancock was found to have acted
unlawfully when his department did not reveal details of contracts it had
signed during the pandemic. And more recently, The Greensill scandal,
where former Prime Minister David Cameron approached a number of
government ministers on behalf of Greensill Capital to lobby for the
company to receive Covid Corporate Financing Facility loans Those with
public power can expect blame for most things that go wrong – fairly or
unfairly.
Isabel Hardman, assistant editor of the Spectator and presenter of Radio
4's Week in Westminster and rising star of British political journalism, has
written Why We Get the Wrong Politicians (Atlantic Books, 2018). It
doesn’t much sound like a defence of politicians and their trade, but it
would be difficult to find a more sympathetic analysis and, as a journalist,
she will have seen the worst of them. That so many MPs opened their
hearts to her off the record is an indication of the esteem in which
Hardman is held.
One frequently misplaced allegation aimed at MPs is that they have no
idea of the problems some people live with. Though MPs are usually quite
wealthy – the salary alone would account for that in most people’s eyes –
they are aware of the hardships others suffer through their weekly
surgeries, especially where their constituency is deprived, or has
elements of deprivation. Most of us never have to encounter the range
and depth of problems dumped on MPs. There is often little they can do
to help, but the letterhead still has cache and there is the occasional
success – a sense of having made a difference to someone’s welfare.
Increasingly, the job description of a Member of Parliament resembles
that of a social worker, and yet, their primary obligation is to legislate fairly
7

and consistently to ensure their constituents’ wellbeing. It is here the
system breaks down, in Hardman’s opinion. Many lack the skill, time or
inclination to scrutinise legislation for its effectiveness. The modern
bureaucratic state is so complicated and interwoven that it is hard to
interpret what kind of effect new laws have on people.
Most politicians are personally ambitious (as professionals, they are
hardly alone in this) and there is great pressure from the Whips not to
take too much interest in the details of Bills brought before them. Any MP
looking to amend draft legislation in ways the executive disapproves of
runs the risk of being overlooked for promotion. The sadness is that many
bad pieces of legislation only come to light in the MP’s surgery as their
effects work out in practice in the hapless lives of the most vulnerable.
More attention to the task of scrutinising legislation is urgently needed
and called for.
Isabel Hardman takes the reader through the chronology of finding a seat
to contest, fighting an election, starting as a rookie MP and developing a
career. It is the prohibitive cost of standing for Parliament which
impresses most. An approximate £35,000 is usually needed to fight and
win a seat. How many people have this kind of money set aside to blow in
a potentially unsuccessful bid? Of all the answers to the book’s title (Why
We Get the Wrong Politicians), this is the most compelling.
Running surgeries expose MPs to the worst of human circumstances, but
many still have enough wealth to preserve their households from the
experience of being poor. If empathy is also lacking – and it sometimes is
– then there is a troubling disconnect between MP and constituent.
Attention on the workings of our own Parliament has tragically waned.
Unless there are rifts, scandals and vendettas to assess, most people
ignore it. We are disengaged from the wider political process and our
political parties are not strong. Yet, there is little sense that people feel as
strongly about the life of the Parliament to the extent that they will take on
more responsibility in the years to come.
If we, the general public, cannot give Parliament the attention it deserves,
have the shared attention span needed to reform some of its practices
and make standing for its accessibility for all, its reputation will continue to
fall. Our common life is grounded, amidst other factors, in our political
system. Therefore, even though many of us may, at best, be indifferent to
politics, or, more likely disillusioned, we have a duty to engage as we are
able. If this isn’t a public Christian cause, what is?
Rev David Moulden
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Onlooker
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on Monday
6th September 2021.
A maskless meeting at last was had at Ash CK Primary School
No muffled sounds or deafness zones, I think I heard it all.
To start, some news of these electric charging points,
The village hall car park accommodates, two by all accounts.
'But where is all this electricity coming from?', I hear you all declare!
Well that's another matter, and one of which I say beware!
And now to matters of, beating of the bounds
A lovely little boat was booked, so we can do the rounds.
With Captain Colin at the helm, the ride should be such fun,
T’was used at Dunkirk, so they say, and thus the war was won.
Councillor Bartlett had his say, and this time we were celebrating
Veolia's got its act together, no more councillor berating!
The neighbourhood plan was agreed, by the district cabinet,
Good job too I do declare, for 'on it' we must get!
To save us from a concrete jungle, no thanks, not in Ash,
The NDP is our only hope, so go on please, do give it a bash.
He talked about some other stuff, Deal pier has now reopened,
And community grants are once again, to be now so offered.
Get applying all you lovely people running clubs
They really do pay out you know, your club you could well sub.
Then we spoke of planning stuff, I find it such a bore,
If you have an interest, the Ash PC website is the score.
Then the Chairman did proclaim, 'You've had your August break!'
'Now forward with the projects please, no more time to take!'
He speaks of improving communications and the Rec part 2,
Of the highways in the village and biodiversity too.
Then chat about some meetings, A257 and the Wingham to Bramling Road
Of one to discuss affordable rural housing, what is that then? (I'm such a
toad!)
The opinions of the parish poet are of a personal nature,
But sometimes for the public view, she endeavours for to cater.
Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304
832 909 or email clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the Parish
Council website https://ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Sandwich Road Hedgerows

Swathes of hedgerow were removed on Tuesday 14th September along
Sandwich Road from the Hills Court Bridleway, also known as the Hills
Court Nature Trail, down to Collar Makers Green.
Photos show before and after.

Boundary Review
At its September meeting, Ash Parish Council agreed to object to two
changes, put forward by Dover District Council, to the settlement confines
for Ash which affect where development could be permitted.
One objection relates to the small open space at the north east end of
Chequer Lane which the parish council maintained that “in the balance
between it being a possible windfall
site for development and maintaining
a rural feel to this entrance to the
village should fall on the side of
maintaining the rural character of the
entrance to the village”.
The second objection relates to the
existing settlement confines which
cross the parish boundary into
Woodnesborough and requested that the confines of settlement are
reduced to that covered by its Neighbourhood Development Plan and
“strongly request” that the existing boundary of the settlement confines is
changed to follow the eastern boundary of 119 New Street.
The parish council did not object to other changes to the settlement
confines.
A public consultation on the changes will be held in Spring 2022 as part of
Dover District Council’s Local Plan review.
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Neighbourhood Development Plan Adopted
At an extraordinary meeting of Dover District Council on September 15th
the Ash Neighbourhood Development Plan was unanimously agreed
become part of the Council’s Development Plan.

Becket’s Final Journey

Ash Heritage Group’s event to mark the 850th anniversary of Becket’s
final journey from Sandwich to Canterbury finally took place in perfect
weather on 11th September. Over 50 walkers took part, of which 12 did
the whole 17.7 miles, arriving at the cathedral after 8 hours with only 10
minutes to spare before choral evensong started! The crozier, which was
specifically made for this event by Richard Palmer, was enthusiastically
received by Dean Robert Willis and placed on the high altar.
The walkers were welcomed at each of the parish churches en route with
refreshments. The crozier travelled the whole distance by being
transferred between walkers at each parish boundary The picture shows
the Ash contingent.
Robert Hudson
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Ash and Westmarsh WI
Just a reminder to all members that the October meeting will be held on
Thursday 14th Octover at the earlier time of 2.30pm at Ash Village Hall;
the speaker will be an Ash resident - Jan Conner on Life in Alaska. Jan's
daughter and family have lived there for quite a number of years, with Jan
and husband paying bi-annual visits, so Jan has hands-on experience of
meeting a large moose in the middle of the highway.
Also let members know that there will be a produce stall in aid of funds,
so any donations of surplus fruit, vegetables, jams and chutneys would be
helpful.
Ash WI members are always pleased to welcome any interested ladies to
our meetings - why not look us up and find out what we're all about? You
may attend three meetings for free (to see if it's what lights your fire and if
you like us) before you'll be asked to sign up. If you have any queries,
please contact Sarah Stephenson (caretaker President) on 01304813530
or visit our website www.thewiorg.uk/ashwithwestmarsh
Jean Ryan

The League of Friends of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital, Ash Branch
We made £267.50 for August from the coffee morning in the village hall,
plus the amount printed in July magazine of £267.50 which was raised at
St Peter’s Church, Sandwich. We have two coffee mornings in Ash in
September which we will let you know how much we raised soon. We are
still saving old coins, used stamps so bring them along to the coffee
mornings please.
Marion Martin

Ash Heritage Group Presents…
The Prehistoric Occupation of Ash
A talk by Giles Dawkes
Are you interested in the findings of the archaeological dig on the site of
the new Bovis houses in Chequer Lane, now called Harfleet Gardens?
If so, please come along to a talk on Thursday 7th October in the village
hall to be given by the senior archaeologist in charge of the dig, Giles
Dawkes from University College London. His talk starts at 7.30pm and is
free to members of the Ash Heritage Group and £2 to guests.
Giles has worked principally in the UK but also in the USA, Australia and
Ireland. He has a wide range of research interests and is currently
12

working on The Lost Fort of Castle Pinckney in South Carolina .... rather
warmer than his time leading an investigation into Bronze a
Age life in Ash, in the middle of winter!
He will describe what was found in Chequer Lane and explain how this
site contributes to a wider understanding of the occupation of the south
side of the Wantsum in the prehistoric period.
Robert Hudson

Ash Guides and Rangers
In September, Ash Guides and Rangers went back to a new and exciting
term’s programme, which includes first aid, scientific investigation,
exploration, games and opportunities to do some innovative cooking.
Girl Guiding has been on a journey to transform what the girls do
throughout the age groups and we have started on the new badges and
activities that Guides and Rangers can now do.
We meet on Tuesday (term time only) in Ash.
Guides take girls aged 10-14 years and Rangers take years young
women aged 14-18, who live in Ash or the surrounding villages.
We currently have some spaces, therefore if your daughter would like to
join, or you know someone who might like to, then please contact us on
firstashnxtswichguides@outlook.com for Guides and
1stashrangers@gmail.com for Rangers.
We always need adult volunteers to help us to continue Guiding in
Ash, so if you want to volunteer or would like to join one of our
Guiding units join us at www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus
Davina Andrews

Chequer Inn Ash Society
Autumn Pub Garden Tidy up
The annual garden bash is being led once again by Gary Bradbury.
If you have helped out in the past we would love to see you again. If you
are just curious do come along you will be welcome.
Depending on the weather please we save the date of either
Saturday morning 9th or 16th October from about 9am.
This year we are joining forces with the Community Garden and will be
offered a light lunch of soup and rolls at the end of the session- produce
from the Community Garden. A sign will also be placed outside the pub to
confirm the date. We look forward to seeing you.
for more information please email chequermates@gmail.com
Jane Greaves
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The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Church
Harvest Service at St Mildred’s
There will be a Harvest Family Service on Sunday 10th October, 10.30am
followed by refreshments.
This service is open to all - everyone is welcome. We hope that as many
of you as possible will come.
The church will be decorated for Harvest from 10am on Saturday 9th
October. If you would like to help, please come along.
Please look out for details of what food items would be welcome and
where to leave them in advance or you can bring them to the service.
Christmas Service
Christmas Eve, Elmstone, 10pm.
Happy Hours at Elmstone church
These have also resumed and are normally on the first Friday of the
month, from 6.30 pm, and can now take place in the church if required as
Autumn approaches.
Compline may be held before Happy Hour, starting at 6.10pm.
Please look out for posters around the first week of the month.

The Arts Society Sandwich
The next Arts Society Sandwich lecture will be held in The Guildhall,
Sandwich, on Monday 4th October at 7pm with refreshments served from
6.30pm. Those attending the lecture must wear a mask unless medically
exempt.
Rosamund Bartlett will speak on A Window on Russia: the History of the
Hermitage charting the history of one of the world`s largest museums
from its foundation in 1764 through to the 21st century. The Hermitage`s
eventful history provides a revealing window into the peculiarities and
paradoxes of Imperial and Soviet Russia.
If you are not yet a member but find this interesting …. We welcome nonmembers but would appreciate a £5 contribution per event for attending
our lectures.
Please visit www.sandwichdfas.org.uk for membership and programme
information. You can follow us on Facebook @theartssocietysandwich
We look forward to your company.
William Fortescue
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Beating the Bounds

‘Beating the Bounds’ is a walk around the boundary of the parish and will
take place on Saturday 9th October.
The boundary of Ash is about 19 miles long and several miles are formed
by the River Stour. The complete walk takes about 10 hours.
The walk will start at 7am from the centre of the village and usually
finishes by 5pm.
If you would like to join, you must register with the Clerk before the start
of the walk.
It is possible to travel the stretch from Pluck’s Gutter to Richborough
Roman Fort by river boat and places are reserved on a first come basis.
If needed, a mini-bus also will be available.
From Richborough Roman Fort all participants complete the walk back to
the village. The walk is not suitable for children under 12 years of age.
To book or if you have any questions, please ring the Clerk on 01304 832
909 or email on clerk@ashparishcouncil.gov.uk
Christine Haggart

Share your news with the Parish Magazine. Either
email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy
at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Letter to the Editor
On Blight
In last month’s Garden Jottings, Christine told the sad tale of the loss of
her tomato plants to the potato blight disease and asked some key
questions like ‘where does it come from ‘ and ‘how does it survive – with
no potatoes growing through the winter’.
I thought I might try to give some answers.
Certainly most outdoor grown tomatoes around the country have been
seriously affected this year and even some indoor tomatoes have also
been lost . That has been caused by favourable weather from June to
August – quite frequent rain to keep leaves damp. Potato or ‘Late’ Blight
is a very well adapted plant disease which has evolved over thousands of
years alongside its hosts. Although it is very challenging it does have one
weakness – it cannot survive in the environment outside of a living host
which means live leaves, stems and tubers. As soon as the plant tissues
die, the fungus dies with it. This means that can be possible to put
infected plants on the compost heap – but the compost should be active,
producing heat and the plants must be well covered immediately with
other materials to prevent any live spores being released. This
crucial need for a living host is a big contrast to many other plant
diseases which can form resistant spores which remain alive in the soil or
which can survive in decaying plant parts (e.g. root diseases of
strawberries).
But potato blight has one big trick up its sleeve. Its main form of spread is
via aerial spores, very light in weight, which are produced by structures on
the infected leaf and stem surface. These are released into the air and
can travel many miles in air currents – this is how the disease arrives into
your garden. But they can only then germinate on the host leaf surface if
there is a continuous leaf wetness for several hours – hence the
connection with rainy and overcast weather. But these spores also have
the unusual ability to survive and move in a film of water. When it rains
onto an infected plant the spores are then washed down through the
cracks in the soil, arriving at the tubers and then infecting them. Which is
pretty crazy. So infected tubers in the soil are the main method by which
this disease can survive overwinter in the absence of any growing
plants. When potatoes are harvested it is inevitable that some small ones
are left behind; so these act as reservoirs for the disease ready to start
the cycle in the next year, once those tubers have sprouted and grown. In
the ‘old’ days, we used to get decent frosts through the winter and that
used to kill & rot many of those potatoes left in the soil surface. But we no
longer get that benefit!
Continued over
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So some tips:
 Potato peelings can be put on the compost but if they start to grow
the next spring, do destroy those shoots;
 If you see any potato sprouts emerging in the late spring in your old
potato patch, do destroy them immediately – that helps both you and
your neighbours;
 When your potato plants become infected do remove and destroy
the tops quickly to stop the spread down to the tubers; for outdoor
tomatoes, do try out some of those new varieties which claim to be
‘Blight resistant’ – they may not be completely unaffected in a bad
year, but the blight will spread more slowly; for indoor tomatoes don’t
space them too closely,
 Do de-leaf them and make sure to give good ventilation on those
overcast days in June to September - thus helping to avoid
condensation on the leaves.
Good gardening!
Gary Bradbury

A Different View
This beautiful photo of a bumble
bee on the last of the Buddleia
was taken by Laura Whittaker in
her Ash garden.
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Hills Court Nature Path
During a warm sunny day in August it was a delight to find this brilliant
sulphur-yellow brimstone butterfly feeding on the pollen of a spear thistle,
although its favoured plant is buckthorn and alder buckthorn. These
invertebrates are common in many habitats including gardens although
this is the first time it has been recorded along the nature path. Their
lifespan is about one year flying from June to September and again after
hibernation in the spring.
By contrast the gatekeeper (photographed here resting on the vegetation)
is mainly brown with tones of orange and eye spots with two pupils
appearing on the wings which is one of their main characteristic features.
It favours hedgerows and scrubby areas and flies from July to August
feeding on various grasses.
Most species have sucking mouthparts in the shape of a slender tubular
tongue called a proboscis which is used mainly to feed on nectar. When
this is not in use the proboscis is coiled up under the head.
Brimstone Butterfly
Gatekeeper

Many predators will eat the
eggs, caterpillars, pupae and adults but the main losses occur during the
immature stages when parasitic insects such as wasps and flies lay their
eggs in or on the insect. Caterpillars and adults have evolved a number
of defences such as protective colours, camouflage, spines and chemical
defences. However, the adults of most species live only for a short time
and unfortunately die before laying the next generation of eggs.
Pearl Thorne

Share your news with the Parish Magazine. Either
email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy
at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Garden Jottings for October
At the start of September, it seemed as if my request for a few late
summer days had been granted. The unseasonably hot weather unless
balanced by copious watering plays havoc with exposed pots and after
some sharp heavy rain actually shattered Geranium heads. The borders
are alive with butterflies and bees; they are busy on the Michaelmas
Daisies, Japanese Anemones and Sedums, which are all making a
glorious display even if the ivy has outdone itself with masses of flower
heads humming with a variety of insects in the late. I think it augers for a
hard winter as all the hedgerows and wild trees are heavy with ripe fruit
and orchards heavy with crops.
Pick and store early apples and pears, but leave late varieties until ready
on the trees. Check stored fruit regularly as they can quickly become
spoiled by one diseased fruit. Install grease bands on apple trees to
prevent maggoty apples next year. Tie the band tightly on the trunk 2 feet
above the ground so the insects cannot climb up and lay eggs.
If you have gaps in raspberry beds, dig up suckers (these always come
up anywhere but in the raspberry bed!) and transplant them into the row.
Harvest tender vegetables, peppers, chillies, tomatoes and squashes
before frost. Stake sprouts and firm the ground around them and other
brassicas. Plant lettuces in the greenhouse and parsley for continued
winter use. Don’t forget to sow bean pods as the crop diminishes and you
cut them down. Dry the beans and store in a cool dry place for next year.
Plant out cauliflower seedlings in the soil after harvesting onions and
potatoes. Check onions are thoroughly dry before trimming the tops and
cleaning the skins. Store the m in net bags or old tights, then hang them
somewhere warm and dry.
Tomato plants can be cut down, chopped up, and composted. Any unripe
fruit can be placed in a brown paper bag with a ripe tomato or banana
where they will soon be ready to eat or cook. Paper bags are really
useful; carrots and mushrooms will keep a long time in the fridge without
going mouldy or shrivelling when placed in them.
Annual plants can be pulled up and relegated to the heap, save any
seeds that you can, cut off the heads and put into paper bags and hang
up somewhere warm. When they are really dry, label them before storing
in an old envelope. Envelopes are useful to reuse, but not in a
greenhouse as snails love paper! Shredded newspaper, cardboard and
egg boxes are invaluable if you have a lot of wet foliage and grass
cuttings in the compost heap a sit aids the rotting process and stops the
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compost being slimy. I have seen a Hot Box Composter in action and a
wormery, both of them very speedy, efficient and convenient ways to
compost in a small space, though rather expensive to buy. I find however
if a compost bin, box or heap is managed well it can be just as effective
albeit a much slower process. The secret is to have a good mix of kitchen
waste, weeds, plants and spent flowers and grass cuttings in good layers,
adding waste paper and watering if it appears dry, cover with an old
carpet to allow the rubbish to heat up to kill weed seeds and aid the
decomposing process. Leaves can be added but I like to bag these and
store them separately, pierce the bag and wet the leaves before typing up
the bag. Alternatively, the leaves can be collected off the lawn by mowing
them, cutting them with the mower aids rotting down in the compost.
Lawns can be scarified and thatch and moss removed. Apply weed and
feed and water in well. Last year’s compost should by now be well rotted,
crumbly and sweet smelling. This will be ready to use as a mulch on
borders after the late Autumn tidy. Every three years, perennial and
herbaceous beds need renovating. You will find that some vigorous
varieties will take over areas insidiously, swallowing and engulfing more
tender and special plants. By digging up and splitting (replanting the new
outer plants and discarding the older centres), you will invigorate your
plants and have room to plant some new additions. You can do this job
any time during late Autumn and into the new year providing it is not too
hot and dry or very cold and frosty. When replanting, add some fertilizer
and some of your compost to the planting hole, then watering in well.
Plant some Spring bulbs, deeply, on average at least twice their depth, in
groups of 5 or more along with Sweet Williams, Wallflowers and
Canterbury Bells in borders.
When Dahlias are blackened and shrivelled by frost, maybe late in the
month or with luck even later into November, cut them down and dig them
up leaving about a 5-inch stem. Stand the tubers upside down so the
moisture can drain out. Brush off the soil and label them, tying them
securely around the tuber before finally packing in boxes in a garage or
shed, somewhere frost-free and dry – do check occasionally, as mice are
sometimes partial to nibbling them. The tubers can be packed into old dry
compost or ashes but I find that just storing they dry works just as well.
Geraniums, when removed from the garden should be cut down to short
stumps and potted up. Take some cuttings from healthy, sturdy shoots
that you have cut off. Use open, gritty soil for cuttings, after first watering
well, place 8 in a pot. Keep Geraniums relatively dry during the Winter in
a cool conservatory or porch, even a light spare room will suffice if you
have no greenhouse.
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In this country with its vagaries of climate, plants that are successful one
year may not be so the following, but there are some plants that always
seem to do well and stay in season. Phlox, White Daisies, Monkshood,
Campanulas, Sedums, Iris and hardy Geraniums are some hardy border
plants. For pots and beds, Begonia Semperflorens, Pansies, Petunias,
Ageratum, and Pelargoniums do well in sunny positions. For a shady
area, Impatiens (Busy Lizzies) will bring some light and bright colour to it.
Though these can be affected by disfiguring viruses, the newer varieties
are more resistant especially the New Guinea types, and they have larger
flowers.
Roses can be cut back somewhat to protect from windrock and new
growth tied into wires or trellises on climbers. Pruning properly takes
place in late Spring. Bring in any tender shrubs or plants before first
frosts. Use fleece to protect any tender shrubs. Heap leaves or loose
compost over crowns of tender perennials. Try to leave some seed heads
on border plants when cutting down perennials for the birds and insects.
Keep feeding them through the cold weather. Place a net over small
ponds and remove any dead and decaying leaves and plants from the
water.
Take out water pumps and clean them. Add some fed to the water when
watering Christmas Cacti, Amaryllis and Cyclamen for indoor use, but
leave tuberous Begonias and Gloxinias to die down by withholding water.
Store the dry tubers in a cool place. Daffodils can be potted up with
maybe some Universal Winter Pansies to give colour until the bulbs come
through. Pansies can be taken out as the bulbs come through and reused
in borders or in rockeries as they
will flower long into the Summer. It
is a good idea to plant a large pot
with a range of bulbs to span a
couple of months. Firstly, place
some crocks, for drainage, in the
bottom, then compost and a layer
of Tulips, then Narcissi or
Daffodils, finishing with some
crocus or small Iris with plenty of
good layers of compost between the layers of bulbs. Pack in plenty of
bulbs and some Ivy plants and small Forget-me-nots will add to the
beauty of the planter.
Good gardening,
Christine Brown, President of the Ash Horticultural Society
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The Wonderful World of Women
Mrs Emily (Vera) Ferne
Penny Bernard completes her trilogy telling the story of Emily Ferne.
Vera, Harry and Peter had been through a traumatic few years having
been uprooted from their idyllic life in Jersey by the Nazi invasion. They
had endured several years in Germany in an internment camp built inside
a ghastly old castle. After their liberation in 1945 by the French army, the
inmates of Wurzach camp were flown back to the UK in US Dakota
planes, to be deloused and then given a rail pass to stay with a relative.
The Ferne Family went to stay with Vera’s sister in Bedford, and then on
to see Harry’s ailing mother in Herne Hill. The family could have returned
to Jersey, but Harry had missed his mother and was very concerned for
her health, so the family decided to settle in Bromley which was only
down the road.
With no possessions and their savings still locked up in the Channel
Islands for the next few months as the fallout from the Nazi Occupation
was resolved, the Ferne’s were dependant on family and friends. By not
returning to Jersey they were also lost out on the £250 compensation
payment given to families who had suffered under the occupation. This
was quite a loss to the family financially. To give you an example
according to the Office for National Statistics the average house price in
the South East of England in 1945 cost £620!
As soon as they could the family managed to settle into a new home, and
sort out schooling for Peter. Vera also returned to work at the Post Office
to support the family. Despite their fears over Peter’s 3 lost years
of education while stuck in the internment camp, he caught up with his
schooling very quickly (a lesson there to those worrying about the impact
of Covid 19 on the education of their children). He had a successful
school career and ended up becoming managing director of a
refrigeration company.
In 1987 Harry died after some years of ill health and Vera came to live in
Glebelands in Ash, close to Peter, who was by this time a well established
member of the community here. He was a joint owner of “The Green
Man” pub (now the “Frog and Orange”) at Shatterling, as well as a Parish
Councillor and a member of the Bowls club. He was also very active in
supporting the Pilgrims Hospice.
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Vera had a happy and fulfilling life in Ash, but passed away peacefully in
her garden in 2000. Peter sadly died from Covid 19 in December 2020.
Despite all the challenges they faced during their lives, the family
remained close knit and loving. They were amazingly resilient and kind
people who gave so much to society and we were lucky to have them
become part of the Ash community..
This account is based on Vera’s own autobiography. A full copy of this is
in the Ash Heritage Centre and is well worth a read as this very bald
retelling cannot do it full justice. More information can also be found on
the following website which documents the visit taken by some of the
internees and their families on the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the
castle.
https://wurzach-blog1.tumblr.com
Penny Bernard
With many thanks to Penny for leading the way in our feature
focussing on the women of the parish. We welcome contributions on
a historic, or more contemporary theme. What do the women of Ash
and parish have to say today?! Details for contributions can be
found on page 3.

Food Stories
Fadge and sweetbreads (Or, how to dismay and horrify your sister)
Those who know me will know that I am not from Kent having been handreared in Northern Ireland so in an attempt at cultural cross fertilization
here is my family’s recipe for fadge, which are potato cakes, and
sweetbreads, which are a truly underappreciated part of a lamb.
You will need:
- Left over potatoes, mashed, baked, or boiled. Skins on or off doesn’t
matter. You can use roast potatoes, but the results will be
interesting.
- Flour, roughly the same weight as the potatoes and a bit more.
- Salted butter, ideally Kerrygold but English butter will do, you’re
going to be frying with it so enough to fry everything with and more
so people can slather it over the hot potato cakes.
- Fresh sweetbreads, as many as you can get hold of, a good handful
per person, and some more.
- Eggs, you’ll be dipping the sweetbreads in them so enough to cover
all the sweetbreads.
Continued over
24

- Flour or breadcrumbs, personal choice you can even use Panko
breadcrumbs and claim you’re doing Japanese Celtic Fusion cuisine.
If using flour add a bit of salt, if using breadcrumbs, don’t.
- A sister who has just returned from a trip abroad and is ravenously
hungry.
Prepare the fadge by mixing the potatoes and flour in a bowl. A potato
masher is good to begin with but ultimately you are going to have to get
your hands in there and mix them thoroughly together.
Start with a little less flour, in weight, than potatoes and add extra flour
until they magically stop sticking to your hands and become a workable
dough, do not add liquid no matter how tempted.
Flour a work service and roll out the dough so its about quarter of an inch
thick.
Use a cup and cut circles out of it. You can stack them on a plate but if
you do lightly flour the tops to stop them sticking
Have a bowl with the beaten eggs in it and a bowl with the flour or
breadcrumbs in it.
Prepare the sweetbreads by washing them thoroughly and bashing the
living daylights out of them with something heavy, my mum favours a
small solid cast iron pan, I prefer a meat tenderizer. This is critical you
need to get them well bashed to get rid of the bitter fluids in them.
Dip each one in the egg and then in the flour or breadcrumbs.
Ensure that your sister returns, bedraggled, from Thailand.
Establish that she is hungry. Assure her you are just about to serve a
family favourite.
Melt the butter in a sturdy cast iron frying pan until it starts to foam.
Critically important to this recipe is that it must be served fresh from the
pan so station yourself over the stove and start cooking in batches. Add
an equal number of sweetbreads and potato cakes and fry until golden.
Flip them over and fry on the other side. If the pan gets dry add more
butter, thinking if it was good enough for Julia Childs its good enough for
us.
Serve hot to cries of “I have always loathed and hated sweetbreads” from
your sister.
Ignore her and deliver another batch.
Sebastian Rogers

What’s your Food Story? We would love to share old
family recipes or meals with fond memories. Either
email rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or post hard copy
at 69, The Street, Ash.
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Stories from the Archives (20)
Spare the rod and spoil the child!
When a careless barmaid at the Chequer Inn served a group of three
youths with a quantity of gin on a cold January Sunday in 1877, she
couldn't possibly have guessed what a calamitous sequence of disastrous
events she had launched. Within a few short but dramatic weeks, an
alarming story of violence and scandal would eventually engulf the parish
of Ash - particularly its school and its church - in ignominious shame
before a disapproving and shocked public amid the glare of the local and
national press. Or perhaps not everyone disapproved? This was, after all,
Victorian England.
The gin drinkers were rather young and the pub soon sent them packing,
but the Marquis of Granby was across the road and the under-age
drinking continued. When inebriate behaviour followed afterwards
outside, the publicans were reported for their breach of the law and were
required to explain their lapse to the local JPs at the Wingham Petty
Sessions court, where hearings alternated monthly between the Red Lion
and The Dog. Their licences were in jeopardy but they escaped with
rapped knuckles and a fine. Of the three lads in the witness box, one William Morris - was only eleven! He admitted "borrowing" money from his
elder brother's pocket to finance the spree but all three were eventually
discharged and that would be the end of it, surely?
No! William's poor mother, whose husband Bill was bedridden in their
Prospect Place cottage, was filled with shame at this public humiliation.
The boy had never been in trouble before and was a monitor - indeed a
prize winner - at Cartwright School. On Sundays he sang in the choir at St
Nicholas' and his lapse had been completely out of character. However,
he must be made to see the error of his ways, so she "gated" him for a
fortnight in his bedroom on bread and water - without the school's
agreement - and he returned to school on 5th February, four days after
being allowed out for a day to attend the court hearing.
A few minutes into William's first afternoon lesson, supervised by
schoolmaster Thomas Aldous, the Rev'd John Richards, Vicar of Ash,
made his daily appearance - but this was no routine visit. Richards had
read the Petty Sessions report in the local paper and was furious that one
of his church choristers, a monitor at "his" school and, indeed, a Cartwight
Foundationer, had absented himself from his Sabbath duties, committed
theft and become publicly intoxicated at the age of eleven. William was
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called to the front of the classroom and knew he was in hot water, rather
unfairly he felt: "But my mother has already punished me, sir."
"Silence! Hold out your hands! Mr Aldous, cane him immediately." The
master complied with Richards, who would later insist he was the
guardian of morals at his own church school. Down came the
cane ten times - five on each hand - a very severe punishment, even for
those days, but Richards was by no means finished. "And now ... he must
be flogged!!!" The two men lifted the lad, already in pain, turned him over
and placed him face down on the table, removing his shirt as they did so.
Reluctantly (as he later claimed) Aldous now flayed the boy's back
repeatedly with his cane. On and on it went. What on earth was going on?
Had Richards' career as an "accomplished educationalist" in India
prepared him for this sort of thing? Presumably exhausted by his
exertions, Aldous eventually paused after 39 strokes.
"That is surely enough, Reverend."
“You will stop only when I tell you to!" And so the torture continued.
Afterwards, when William had struggled to make his way, in agony, to
Prospect Place, Sophie Morris surveyed her son's lacerated back. Dr
Brockwell examined him - "back and buttocks were black and blue."
Richards and Aldous were called to defend a charge of assault and
battery at the Wingham Petty Sessions, the second time in a decade that
a Vicar of Ash had appeared there on such a charge, and William was
called as a witness for the second consecutive month! Mother and doctor
were additional witnesses.
The great and the good, all local JPs, considered the case at length,
particularly on the technical point of whether a school may punish a pupil
for an offence committed outside, which the defending counsel vigorously
insisted to the court was so. He was wrong. The bench found against
both clergyman and teacher, the latter apologising to Mrs Morris, insisting
he'd never have touched the boy had he not been forced to by the vicar.
Each man was fined a pittance. But the chairman insisted the case had
been decided only on this technicality and that no criticism can be laid at
the defendants' door for the severity of the punishment. Indeed, William
had "richly deserved such a good thrashing" and there was a perfect right
to inflict the punishment, which was not unduly severe.
Well, well, well. It wasn't long before Richards was persuading the
national press to report that he had been fully vindicated. Few in Ash
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came out of this sordid episode very well - and we can safely assume the
village's bar staff were more careful who they served in future!
Press reports have been among a variety of sources used for this
article, available at both the Ash Heritage Centre
(ashheritagegroup@gmail.com) and Canterbury Cathedral Archives
(archives@canterbury-cathedral.org).
Peter Ewart

October Reflections
Last month’s cover of the Peregrine high above the East end of the church
was taken some years ago when there had been a number of sightings and
also a lot more swifts about the village in the midsummer months. This year
I’ve only seen a group of 5-6 screeching out their shrill cries as they tear
across the sky, such a sound and sight of summer!
I certainly haven’t done either the bird or the carving justice; I started to try
and simplify the grotesque face, but the more I looked at the photos, the
more in awe I became of that sculptor of so many centuries past.
The face doesn’t seem to have a function, as there isn’t any sign of a spout
to suggest he was ever used as a gargoyle to disperse water from the walls.
I can’t make up my mind if he is grimacing or having a real ‘belly’ laugh at
us little people scurrying about below!
I also wonder who will be the first to take possession of the tower again
once the scaffolding is removed and most traces of mankind up there are
gone: the crows who nested there this spring or swifts, falcons, pigeons?
All have made use of these ancient surfaces and crevices over the years.
On the theme of change, appropriate I felt as we still are reeling from the
changes the pandemic continues to have on our collective lives, I’m
returning in part, to the July magazine when I focused on local windmills; I
spent a wonderful morning chatting (socially distanced, of course!) to John
and Anne Chapman who live in Sandwich Road, and having been ‘born
and bred’ in Ash are a fountain of memories and facts on life in Ash and
agreed to share some of them:
Anne is a Burville whose family tree has been traced back to the Norman
invasion! She grew up in Wisteria Cottage on Mount Ephraim, that was then
two cottages, Anne and her family in one, with her grandparents next door.
She remembers the last miller’s family, the Brockmans; Tinker-Lee who
lived in the miller’s cottage with his sister, who was disabled and in those
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days, sadly, never seen. Anne thinks that their mother was a seamstress
or dressmaker. She spent a lot of time playing up by the mill and used to
collect the eggs for the miller’s family. She clearly remembers the dreadful
gales that caused the mill to collapse beyond repair in 1955.
The cottage next to her family’s ones was Woodbine cottage, where an
Aunt and Uncle lived. Anne showed me a wonderful photo of her Great
Grandfather Burville and his wife Julia, taken to celebrate him winning the
first prize at Ash’s very first Flower Show, and very proud he looks indeed!
They think this was probably just after the First World War, but may be
earlier.
John’s father was the village cobbler and before the war, ran his workshop
and shop from the backroom of the terraced house just the other side of
the slip road from ‘Cobwebs’, almost opposite the War Memorial. The front
room was where master saddler, Harle, ran his business and it is still just
possible to make his name out where it was painted on the side of the
building. The property was rented from the family who lived at The Grange
and farmed at Paramour Street, where John and Anne lived after they were
married in the 1960’s, at Ivydean, also in Paramour Street where Anne
worked in the packing sheds on the farm until she was expecting their first
child and they were able to move to Sandwich Road.
At the bottom of the little slip road, where our lovely editor and her family
live, is a row of old cottages. Her house was once two dwellings and still
looks out over farm land at the back.
John also remembers that between her row, there was another row of tiny
workers cottages where Cobwebs’ gardens now are! They were pretty
dilapidated when John and his friends used to play in and around them.
These cottages were eventually condemned and taken down.
In Fairlight cottages, the end wall of the cottage next to the church boundary
had no side access so they had an opening that ran right through the
cottage to the back until it was converted into the house it is today, still with
two front doors. A small side access was created by buying a tiny strip of
land and the gap became part of the interior.
The other end of the terrace where John’s family lived, the one nearest the
church, was Ovenden’s greengrocers shop which in time became the gun
shop run by Colin and Susan Smith. Although now a private home, I know
many people still refer to it as the gun shop. Anne’s daughter lives in one
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of the middle houses in that row, but all the shops are long gone. The
terraced row was built at the end of the 1800s, replacing a long- thatched
building where the village blacksmith once lived and worked, but it burnt
down in 1880.
Cobwebs with its immaculate and beautiful timbered façade, was also once
2 cottages, John remembers that before the war one of the cottages was a
sweet shop run by Arthur Beer, and that during the war, The Cowens had
a shop there that was full of chickens in cages for fresh meat! After the war,
he and Anne remember it as an antique shop before taken over by the
dentist who was living at the Lion while it was being been made into one
building, where he then lived and had his dental practice for many years. It
is now the lovely private home we see today. I always appreciate the
planting in the urns and tubs outside.
The house to the left of Cobwebs as you turn into Coombe Lane was once
a barber’s shop run by Jessie Prudence. Where Ash Physiotherapy Clinic
is now, there were two garages and petrol pumps and a car park that also
served the Lion Public House.
TheLlittle Studio area was once a butcher’s shop with its own abattoir at
the back. It then became the hairdressers who eventually moved to replace
Jacob’s ironmongers.
The village hall was built at the edge of an orchard where a sand pit
belonging to Arthur Joiner, was where the car park is now. Just past the
row of houses that
face the Hall in
Queen’s Road, half
way down Burford
Alley, was the site of
the
village
gas
works. We tend to
forget that most
towns and villages
had
their
own
gasworks
and
gasometers,
I
certainly remember
them throughout my
childhood
and
beyond! I think the
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last to go in this area were those on Golf Road in Deal where there is now
a community center and housing.
No37 was once Hardens; a ladies and gents outfitters, whilst opposite was
Vye’s the grocers and where the pizza shop is now, was The Marquis of
Granby public house.
Jacobs the Iron monger also ran a grocery store where Best One, (was Pop
a-round ) is now. The two quite imposing semi-detatched houses, where
the Chapmans now live and brought their children up, were built in 1900 for
Mr C Spain who had a small holding. One of Anne’s relatives lived in one
of them and their son was the first child to be born there. Eastry Council
owned them during the 1940-50s and rented them to their office workersvery nice too.
John and Anne moved here from Paramour Street many years ago. Their
new neighbour is extending his half and so the development around the
village goes on; changes, extensions, extra building on what was once a
large garden or paddock.
Apologies to the Chapman’s and others with these memories if I have not
got things quite right! Anne and John showed me many wonderful photos,
some have been on show at the heritage centre and they both belong to
the Ash Heritage Group where John often volunteers.
They have an infectious love of
the history of the village and so
many memories and stories to
share! As Anne said: “It’s not
so long ago that you would
know everyone and we all
looked out for each other.”
I’m afraid that those times are
passed with the village
growing at an alarming rate,
even in the short time that I
have been here. Yet I feel
hopeful that these strange
times have made us more aware of those around us, more appreciative of
a friendly greeting and hopefully more aware of one another’s needs.
Pat Coles
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Please support our local business by using their services
as you are able.
If you would like to advertise here, please contact:
ashpm.ads@gmail.com
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