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This magazine is produced by St. 
Nicholas Parish Church. We 

welcome items from individuals and 
village organisations. All items 
should come with a note of the 
contributor’s name. The editor 

reserves the right both to edit and 
not to publish anything she 

receives. Items on church matters 
do not represent the official position 

of the Church of England. 

 

Email copy for the next edition by 
Wednesday 11th September to 

 Rebecca Smith at 
rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com or 

leave hard copy in St Nicholas 
Church porch addressed to Pat 

Coles. 

Products and services advertised 
have not been tested and are not 
endorsed by the Parish Church. 

Send advertising enquiries to 
agfoat@gmail.com  

Front cover illustration:  
Common Lime by Pat Coles.  

Magazine Subscription  
 
Never miss an edition of your 
favourite parish magazine! 
To arrange to a subscription 
including magazine delivery to 
your door (within the parish) 
phone Rosemary Lines on 01304 
812524. 

 

mailto:rebeccasmith.ash@gmail.com
mailto:agfoat@gmail.com
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What’s On  
 
ASH PARISH COUNCIL meet at 7.30pm on Monday 2nd September, 
7.30pm, The Library, Ash Village Hall, Queens Road. 
www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
 
ASH GOOD COMPANIONS meet at the Village Hall Library Room on 
Tuesdays 3rd and 17th September from 2-4pm. 
 
THE COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING at Ash Village Hall on Saturday 
7th September, from 10am to noon, will be hosted by St Nicholas’ 
Church. All funds raised will go towards supporting the church’s Church 
Mission Partners. For more details, see page 9. 
 
STOURMOUTH CHURCH will be open as part of Heritage Open Days on 
Sunday September 8th from 3-5pm. There will be an art exhibition by 
Derek Griggs, the 16th century Churchwardens' book on display and a 
competition to create a flower arrangement max 15" square without using 
plastic oasis. Tea, coffee and cakes will be on sale. 
 
ASH WI meet on Thursday 12th September at the Village Hall from 
7.30pm, see page 17 for more details. 
 
SANDWICH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY lectures resume on Thursday 
12th September - exceptionally at 7pm. Joint meeting with Sandwich 
Library Guild. Sandwich Guildhall, Grand Jury Room. 
Dr Frank Andrews.'Scandal in Sandwich: The 1880 General Election'. All 
welcome, non-members £1 at the door. 
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk 
 
THE CHURCHYARD BASH volunteers meet on Saturday 21st September 
from 9am to mow, weed and sweep the parish graveyard. Why not join 
them?  
 
ASH NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
EXHIBITION takes place on Saturday 28th September. 10am-5pm at Ash 
Village Hall. The ASH PARISH MEETING takes place on Wednesday 
16th October from 7.30pm at Cartwright & Kelsey School. See page 23 for 
more details. 
 
THE ASH SUMMER FETE takes place on Saturday 31st August on the 
Recreation Ground from 10am-4pm. 
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Useful Contacts 
 

Service  Organisation/Name   Contact 

Emergencies Gas Emergency (24hrs)   0800 111 999 
999   UK Power Networks (24hrs)  105 
   Water Leak Line (24hrs)   0800 820 999 
Community PCSO Luke Sanderson   101 or email 

luke.sanderson@kent.pnn.police.uk  
Non-urgent and other enquiries 101 

   Community Warden Team  07811 271 299 
   Neighbourhood Watch   Martin Porter - email 
   porter118@btinternet.com  

Crime Stoppers    0800 555111 
   Community Safety Dover   01304 872220 
   Consumer Direct    01845 4040506 
   Childline      0800 1111 

Kent County Council   08458 247247 
   Dover District Council   01304 821199 
   Craig Mackinlay  MP   01843 589266 
   Ash Parish Council Clerk   01304 832909 
   Citizens Advice (Dover area)  0844 8487978 
   Ash Village Hall Enquiries  01304 851967 

Environmental Health   01304 872215 
   Trading Standards    0845 4040506 

Ash Library     01304 812440 

Healthcare NHS Medical Helpline (24hrs)  111 or www.nhs.uk  
   Out of Hours Doctor Service  0844 8001234 
   Ash Surgery     01304 812227 
   Hospitals - Kent and Canterbury 01227 766877 
       QEQM Margate  01843 225544 
       William Harvey  01233 633331 
   Pharmacy - Ash (Boots)   01304 812242 

Education  KCC Area Office    03000 414141 
   Cartwright and Kelsey School  01304 812539 
   St Faith’s School    01304 813409 
   Sandwich Technology School  01304 610000 
   Sir Roger Manwood School  01304 613286 

Transport  National Rail TrainTracker™  0871 2004950 
   Stagecoach East Kent Ltd  0845 6002299 

~ If an error is noted please inform the editors ~ 

 

mailto:porter118@btinternet.com
http://www.nhs.uk/
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The Parish Letter 
 
Grumpy old man syndrome perhaps, but I can’t help feeling irritated 
when, if one doesn’t bump into someone on the pavements who is glued 
to their smartphones, one will have to avoid someone who is anxiously 
looking at their wrist to see if they are on target to reach the magic figure 
of 10,000 steps. And that is just one of many targets we set ourselves.  
A comprehensive list would take many words – so to name a few obvious 
targets: The calories we consume, the units of alcohol we drink, the 
spending we make, the screen time we use and the sleep we get.  
And that’s just for starters.  
The data revolution is only beginning and, perhaps, there will eventually 
be little in our lives which is not measured.  
Why is the ‘data revolution’ becoming more prevalent? Perhaps it appeals 
to our need to control what we can of our lives in an era where everything 
else seems to be spinning out of control.  
The management consultants, McKinsey, say ‘what can’t be measured, 
can’t be managed’. And so data tracking may become a new virtue. An 
indication for all to see that we have got our life together and we are a 
success story. 
Like all technology, it is likely to prove a mixed blessing. We will 
undoubtedly learn factors that will help us to get, and keep, in better 
shape. The denial we indulge around alcohol, food and fitness will be 
inconveniently challenged. Early signs of ill-health may be picked up at 
home, not the GP’s.  
But there are personal, social and corporate reasons to reflect carefully. 
Firstly, data can become personally addictive. In looking for validation, we 
take solace in measurement. It tells us we are improving. 
If we are prone to behavioural disorder, data will likely make the trend 
worse, as we try to set new personal bests for whatever we are 
measuring, irrespective of whether it is good for us. For example, cutting 
down on calories is one sphere wide open to self-abuse. (BEAT the UK’s 
main eating disorder charity report an increase of those affected of 
around 7% a year – and this predominantly young women – but the 
number of men aged between 14 – 24 admitted into hospital is on the rise 
as well). 
Data can also drive social competition. For some, social media has 
already become an unspoken forum for rivalry. A culture like ours, which 
is prone to competition rather than co-operation between individuals, may 
encourage an unhealthy spirit. In our insecurity, we are constantly 
measuring ourselves against the lives of others. Data will give us precise 
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numbers by which to assuage, or stoke, our self-doubt. And it will make 
worse the trend to see life in terms of winning and losing.  
The data we will provide in the course of living, breathing, eating and 
walking is being fed back to the makers of each tracker. This is building 
up a huge store of information of great use to the corporate world. Right 
now, it provides a massive market advantage to some big companies who 
can patent new products based on what they know about us. This will 
make it harder for new companies to find innovative space in the 
marketplace. Made public, the enormous levels of personal data could be 
used in highly creative ways to enrich and protect our common life. But, 
sadly, it is largely privatised, and companies have no financial incentive to 
make it generally available. If taking back control means anything at all, 
this is an area we might want to devote more attention to.  
Moreover, there are inherent spiritual risks, too. Psalm 139 begins, in 
praise: 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me…You search out my path 
and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 The same is true of some of our bigger tech companies. 
Though some may be sanguine about their possession of such data, 
experience – not to mention the theology of Genesis - shows that 
unforeseen problems are near at hand when we try to acquire God-like 
knowledge.  
Data also skews the way we think about what is important. Robert 
Kennedy in a speech at the University of Kansas, March 18, 1968 said of 
Gross National Product, that it measured everything, except that which 
makes life worthwhile. In the same speech he also stated that, Too much 
and for too long, we seem to have surrendered personal excellence and 
community values in the mere accumulation of material things. A highly 
materialistic society tends to disregard products which cannot be 
measured in numbers. However, the parables of Jesus show us that the 
life of the Kingdom of God cannot be quantified so easily, or so quickly. 
The parable of the mustard seed, the lost coin and the hidden treasure 
spring readily to mind. 
In our search for evidence it is so easy to become distracted by data and 
in doing so perhaps we are more likely to miss the cues God is giving us. 
We may start to measure the Kingdom of God in clumsy ways that could 
obscure rather than reveal the things of God if we come to rely on them in 
some kind of prophetic way. 
We all should set goals, but shouldn’t be dominated by them. However, 
our first target is to get to know Jesus. As a tracker of what really counts 
in our lives, is there anything better? 

Reverend David Moulden 
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Church Services 
 
Services at St Nicholas’ Church 
 
Sunday 1st September 8am Holy Communion, 10.30 All Age Service 
Sunday 8th September 8am and10.30am Holy Communion  
Sunday 15th September 8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 22nd September  8am and 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 29th September 8am Holy Communion; 10.30am no 

Communion. Service will be led by Levi Santana 
from the Church Mission Society (CMS). See 
page 9. 

Services around the Benefice  
 
Sunday 1st September:     All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion 
                                         Elmstone Church 9.30am Holy Communion 
                                         St Mary's Nonington 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 8th September:    Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Choral    
                                         Communion 
                                         St Mildred's Preston 9.30am Family Service 
                                         Baptist Chapel Nonington 9.30am Breakfast  
                                         Church 
Sunday 15th September:  All Saints Chillenden, 9am Holy Communion 
                                         Elmstone Church 9.30am Holy Communion 
                                         Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am All Age  
                                         Worship 
Sunday 22nd September:  Holy Cross Goodnestone 9am Holy 
                                         Communion 
                                         St Mildred's Preston 9.30am Holy Communion 
                                         Baptist Chapel Nonington 10.30am Holy 

 

         Communion 
 
Sunday 29th September Benefice Service St Nicholas, Ash 
 
 
Sunday 22nd September Stourmouth Church 6.30pm Harvest 
Evensong (BCP) with refreshments afterwards.                      
 
Please note: Some times of services may be liable to change. Please 
refer to the relevant church’s website for up-to-date information.  
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Parish Register 
 
Baptism 
23rd June   Penelope May Goatham, Ash 
 
Weddings July 
July 6th   Sheena Bhadresha and Nick Chesney, Goodnestone 
   Alex Hensher and Richard Apps, Goodnestone 
July 13th   Joanna Keeler & Ben Smith, Goodnestone  
July 20th   Margaret Hall & Philip Younghusband, Goodnestone 
   Matt Carruthers and Lynsey Cousens, Nonington 
July 24th   Melanie Gedye and Samuel Hulance, Preston 
July 26th   Monica Bell and Daniel Shevill, Preston 
July 27th   Sarah Bailey and Stephen Samuals, Elmstone 
   Lauren Shaw and Sam Hooper, Preston 
   Yvonne Smith and Jamie Fagg, Ash 
   Jo Iveson and Bradley Thorpe, Ash 
 
Weddings August 
August 17th Lucy Britton and Lewis Jackson, Preston 
August 22nd Kassie Sturmer and Christopher Hulatt, Preston 
August 25th Abigail Chapman and Noel Emmanuel, Preston 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benefice Churchwardens, Reader and Retired Clergy 
 
Churchwardens: 
 
Elmstone: Mollie Metcalf: 01227 722206 & Alison Stone: 01304 812511. 
Goodnestone: Sue Kittle: 01304 841826 & Roddy Baker: 01304 812054 
Chillenden: David Hampson Ghani: 01304 842804. 
Ash: Jenny Taylor: 0778 069 4711 & Bill Vennart: 01304 812628. 
Nonington: Paul Willett: 01304 840402. 
 
Retired Clergy:  
 
Nigel Hale 01304 813161 & Rev'd Andrew and Barbara Way: 01304 
812543. 
 
Reader:  
Anne Talbert: 01304 814249 
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Church Cafe 
  

The Wednesday coffee morning at St Nicholas Church will be taking a 
break for the time being. We are struggling to find enough volunteers who 
can regularly commit to running it but hope we can remedy the situation 
and get it up and running again. Many thanks to all who supported us. 

Jenny Taylor 

 

The Friends of St Nicholas Church, Ash 

The Friends invite you to their Annual General Meeting 
on Thursday 12th September at 7.30pm at St Nicholas 
Church, Ash. 
All are welcome. We start with a welcoming glass of 
wine followed by a very short business meeting. 
There will be entertainment from the Lansdowne 
Singers, conductor Graham Royston, with nibbles and 
wine to follow. 

Chris Denby 

Church Mission 
 
This month’s coffee morning takes place on Saturday 7th September and 
will, as usual, run from 10am to midday in Ash Village Hall.  
It will be hosted by St Nicholas’ Church and all funds raised will go 
towards supporting our Church Mission Partners Levi and Debra Santana. 
In 2017 Debra, Levi and their two very young children made the brave 
move to Goiania in Brazil to set up a project to reach out to the poor and 
homeless.  
During the time they have been there, they have, with the help of the local 
church, set up a social bank providing clothes, hygiene kits and food, as 
well as setting up a team to provide medical and dental care to the 
homeless.  
The Canonry Benefice of which St Nicholas Church is a part, are fully 
committed to support the vital work Debra and Levi have undertaken. We 
do hope you can come along to the coffee morning to help us raise funds. 
Levi Santana is making a trip to the UK this summer!  
He will be giving a talk during the 10.30am service at St Nicholas on 
September 29th to tell us more about what they have and hope to achieve 
as they continue their work in one of the most dangerous cities in the 
world. Please come along if you can to show your support.     

Jenny Taylor 
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SNICS Club 

“Every other Wednesday afternoon in term time the church sits 
quietly ready for SNICS, the circle of cushions is ready for story time, the 
games are laid out, the craft table is ready and the food is prepared …  
“All is quiet but we always hear the walking bus full of chattering children 
long before they come through the door.  
“As soon as they are registered and coats are off, its straight to the long 
table all set for tea with toast, raisin bread, fruit and squash; after settling 
down and saying grace, the food is enjoyed together before we get down 
to the serious business of having fun.  
“We have a different theme each time and have circle time with a talk and 
often a story, sometimes we sing, we always play games and always 
have a craft activity.  
“The afternoon flies by and soon it is time to go home and look forward to 
the next session of SNICS.”        A SNICS helper  
 
SNICS is an after-school club open to all children of primary-school age 
and run by volunteers from St Nicholas’ Church, Ash.  
It meets regularly during the school term, on alternate Wednesdays, from 
3.30 to 5pm in St Nicholas’ Church.  
The Walking Bus is available from Cartwright and Kelsey School to the 
church (for children already registered).   
SNICS starts back on Wednesday 18th September. There are a few 
places available at the moment.  
If you would like your child to join SNICS please contact Maggie Vennart: 
mailto:mpvennart@hotmail.co.uk or 07875 898424. 

 

The Cartwright, Godfrey & Kelsey Charity 

The Trustees of the above charity have funds available to enable them to 
offer a Book Grant to any young people who live in the parish of Ash, and 
who intend to start a full time university academic course beginning in the 
autumn of 2019. 

This also applies to those who may be starting a full time vocational training 
course. The amount of each grant will depend upon how many applications 
the trustees receive. 

The Trustees invite applications for the coming academic year by 30th  
September 2019. Please write with your full name, address, telephone 
number, and a copy of the offer from your intended university/college, to 
The Clerk to the Trustees, The Cartwright Godfrey & Kelsey Charity, Little 
Ware Nursery, Ware, Ash, CT3 2NB. 
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Onlooker 
A councillor’s view of the Ash Parish council meeting held on 
Monday 5th August 2019. 
 

An Ode to Parishioners 
 
Last night I went a strolling to the meeting of the few 
A little tardy though I was, I proudly took my pew. 
‘‘’Twas a full house, with members of the public 
and KCC councillor Susan Chandler too! 
Sue spoke first about such issues as roadworks on the M2 
And gridlock in Dover the other weekend, my goodness, what a queue! 
It seems that words they have been had to help in future years 
The Port of Dover at peak times lives in all our fears. 
Sue also spoke of fly-tipping and how we must report it 
For KCC, if we don’t, will simply just ignore it! 
Councillors looked at Chequer Lane and grumbled over parking 
It looks as if this new development will send us all mad barking. 
The usual bits and bobs were done as is only fitting  
Including finance, planning, the Rec, allotments and all of this whilst 
sitting! 
Some First Aid training for the kids at Cartwright and Kelsey Primary 
An excellent idea, years 5 and 6, so stick it in your diary. 
Dover’s aspirations were discussed re: their local plan 
Aspirations or objectives, We hope it’s all in hand! 
Martin Porter was the Chair, in place of missing Andrew 
His job complete, with tasks achieved he closed at 9.32. 

Onlooker  

Contact the Parish Council via Clerk Christine Haggart: phone 01304 
832 909 or email clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk or visit the 
Parish Council website www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

 
Library Opening Hours Increase 
 
New longer opening hours for Ash Library take effect from 30th 
September. The new hours are: 
Monday:  11.30am-1pm; 2pm-5pm   Tuesday:  9.30am-1pm   
Wednesday: 9.30am-2pm    Thursday:  Closed   
Friday:  noon-5pm      Saturday:  9am-2pm 

See Space Chase, page 21. 

tel:01304%20832%20909
tel:01304%20832%20909
mailto:clerk@ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
http://www.ashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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Resthaven Almshouses 

New homes for local people 
Work has commenced in 
Queens Road, Ash to 
provide a further two homes 
that will be linked to the 
existing bungalows known 
as Resthaven.   
The project, scheduled to be 
completed early in the New 
Year will create an additional 
one-bed and a two-bed 
bungalow.  
Resthaven is owned and 
managed by the Ash United 
Charities.   
The homes are for local Ash 
residents or for those who 
may live away but have a 
very strong family 
connection and can 
demonstrate a genuine 

housing need. Ash United Charities is always pleased to provide 
information and an application form for anyone seeking to become a 
resident. 
Please contact:  Mary Smith, 2 Chequer Lane, Ash CT3 2ET 
                          Tel:  01304 812768 

 
Pubs Past 

Further to David Cave’s excellent article in last month’s magazine, 
reader, Ray Cooper, has been in touch: 
 
There is at least one pub missing from the article in the August edition of 
the Parish Magazine.  
The one I have in mind is "The Good Intent" which was in The Street 
more or less opposite the Congregational Church. 
Its special feature was that the landlord also owned "The Good Intent" 
windmill which stood at the top of Chequer Lane. 
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Jack Foat Trust Land 
 
It has recently come to the Trustees attention that various acts of 
vandalism (cutting down trees, hacking pieces out of gateposts and 
gates) have been happening on the land between Pudding Lane and 
Poulton. 
This land was left to the parish of Ash for parishioners to enjoy.  
There are no hard and fast rules beyond NO vehicles entering the site 
and NO overnight camping, both of which have occurred in recent weeks. 
It is obviously difficult to police activity especially ‘after hours’.  
The police presence in the parish is non existent, and parishioners cannot 
be expected to confront gangs of people who are very often drinking and 
taking drugs. 
The Trustees are grateful for any information regarding misbehaviour and 
damage on the Trust’s property from parishioners who walk these fields. 
We will attempt to repair damage and replacement of the trees and are 
anxious to restore the pond surroundings which have been extensively 
vandalised.  
We are sad, but this activity appears to be an unfortunate reflection of 
modern day life, but hope that people will continue to enjoy the amenity 
left to them by the late Jack Foat. 
 

Hills Court Road Footpath and Nature Trail 
 
In July, Hills Court was visited by the RSPB 
Turtle Dove Regional Conservation 
Advisers.   
They were keen to see Ash’s important 
biodiversity ‘hotspot’.   
They were impressed with the work that 
had been done to protect and enhance the 
species which rely upon the area for their 
survival. 
The result of halting the damaging Spring 
swaythe cut avoided disturbing and 
damaging the nests of many ground nesting 
birds, including the rare Yellowhammer and 
Linnet.   
Wildflowers were abundant benefitting 
pollinators and insects which in turn 
supported the birds, bats and common 
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lizards. The wildflowers are now 
setting seed which will provide 
overwintering birds with a food source 
and they in turn will become next 
year’s flowers. 
If rare species that are protected 
under Section 41 of the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities 
Act and the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act are to be conserved then sensitive 
habitat management is crucial.   
Whilst recognising that Hills Court is a 
footpath, bridleway and an open green 
space in the village it is our aim to 
achieve a balance between 
maintaining proper access for the 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders and 
the protection of the wildlife. 

Forty-one species were counted in July including Yellowhammer, 
humming bird hawk moth, marbled white, azure damselfly, common 
darter, peacock butterfly and shrew. 
We hope users will enjoy and appreciate the sights and sounds of nature 
in this area. 

Pearl Thorne 
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A Tribute to Bill Chandler 

Bill and Daphne Chandler moved to Hoaden Farmhouse in 1988 
when Bill retired as a GP in Greenwich. Hoaden Farmhouse was 
home to many happy family occasions for children and 
grandchildren. Nineteen years later they moved into The Street in 
Ash. 
Sadly, Bill died on 30th June 2019 and a Thanksgiving Service was 
held in St Nicholas Church on 16th July. Christopher and Danford, as 
son and grandson, shared their memories and a moving musical 
tribute was given by Dulcima to her grandfather. Robert Hudson 
talked about Bill’s life in Ash, as follows: 
 
I’m very honoured to be invited to say a few words about Bill and his 31 
years in the Parish of Ash.  
We’ll all have particular memories; perhaps help with the general 
knowledge crossword, his sunny disposition at a coffee morning in the 
village hall, and that twinkle in his eyes as he counted us into church on a 
Sunday with one of those “clicker” things.  
There are loads of houses in Ash containing something lovingly created in 
his workshops first at the farmhouse in Hoaden and then at 24 The 
Street; a bowl, a plate, a Shaker peg coat hanger, a stair gate, a spinning 
wheel, a toy box, a new leg for a sun lounger, a Versailles planter, a lid 
for an urn, a jewellery stand or a toggle for a bathroom light.  
He was someone you were always pleased to see, someone who had an 
infectious laugh when tickled by a joke; like the roadside sign spotted 
outside a church in the States that read “Honk if you love Jesus, text 
whilst driving if you want to meet him”.  
The internet, his computer, his iPad, his watch which he kept accurate to 
1,000th of a second by receiving a radio signal from somewhere in 
Cumbria. He just loved technology. His wireless headphones were a great 
joy for listening to his playlist of country music and sometimes, it must be 
said, for contracting out of sticky situations. Gadgets too. Even as he was 
being collected in an ambulance the other day he called for his Swiss 
army knife, presumably to do a spot of whittling en route or to extract a 
stone from a boy scout’s hoof.  
His workshop was an Aladdin’s cave of every conceivable tool for 
carpentry and metalwork, all beautifully cared for and arranged in size 
order. He made so many gifts for this church; the stands for the annual art 
exhibition, the vestment chest in the vestry and the trolley for the hymn 
books, to name a few. During one service a few years ago the board 
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displaying the hymn numbers crashed to the floor and shattered its 
carved feet. Who fashioned new feet? Bill, of course.  
Lately he became frustrated with remembering how to construct a dove-
tail joint, despite having created thousands in his time. He acknowledged 
that his memory was failing but said, with that classic chuckle of his, “I’m 
not half as bonkers as Daphne thinks I am”!  
My own abiding memory will be of Bill pottering about in his workshop, 
sawdust and wood shavings everywhere, and debating solutions to the 
big questions of life, love and the universe; for example “Is string theory 
the answer”, “Has the Cosmos existed forever” or “Has Daphne got 
enough cider in the fridge”.  
Dear Bill. Always intelligent, thoughtful, amenable, unselfish and, as 
Christopher has already said, both interested and interesting.  
In fact exactly the qualities I’m sure made him a sought-after family doctor 
in Greenwich and certainly made him a most cherished member of our 
community in Ash. 
 

A Country Walk  
 
22 September  
2pm Start from Preston Village Hall 
 

We are organising a circular Community Walk along footpaths through the 
orchards, woodlands and fields to raise funds for the Preston Village Hall 
Renovation Fund (Charity Number 8112792). There will be a quiz to test 
your local and countryside knowledge and a lovely tea served with freshly 
baked cakes and biscuits on our return to the village hall.  
Our aim is promote inclusion, so everyone is welcome to join us just for 
the tea or to join us for the last stages of the walk from Elmstone. The 
planned walk is just over 4.5 miles and will take between 1.5 to 2 hours 
depending on how fast you walk.  
Dogs are welcome but please keep them on a lead throughout the walk 
and clear up effectively after them. 
Our suggested donation for the walk and tea is £5 but all contributions 
are, of course, welcome. Please email, phone or speak to us if you intend 
to join in so that we can ensure we are able to bake enough cakes for 
everyone for the tea. Donations of cakes will be gratefully received.  
We look forward to hearing from you to say you will join us at the Village 
Hall on September 22nd either at 2pm to take part in the walk or 
at  3:30pm for the tea. Please contact us on email: 
prestoncountrywalk2019@gmail.com 

Ellie and Jan 
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Ash WI 
 

A number of us attended the East Kent 
Federation’s Centenary Garden Party at the 
end of July – held in the grounds of St. 
Edmunds School, Canterbury.  
We all wore our best frocks and wedding hats, 
tried out tai chi and line dancing, made flower corsages, viewed the 
archive collection and the Guilds’ Exhibition of amazing craft work then 
sat in the shade to recover. 
We descended on the tea tent for a silver service tea and very good it 
was too, with pots and pots of scalding hot, strong tea – beloved of WI 
members. The sandwiches and cakes were pretty tasty as well! The 
portable loos were amazing – with canned music – they even played 
Jerusalem! 
In August, the committee met over a working lunch, to plan an interesting 
programme for 2020 plus outings of various sorts; we also have lift off on 
our very own website, thanks to Mary Evans’ hard work – more info on 
that next month.  
On August 15, Ash members plus husbands and friends all met up at 
Westmarsh Village Hall for their summer barbecue and boules 
tournament – this included tasty sausages from Chandler and Dunn, 
cooked by Glenn and Stuart (WI husbands – well it’s men’s work isn’t it?) 
plus scrumptious desserts made by the committee members, which were 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  
Next we were all getting ready for the Ash Community Fete at the end of 
the month, where we were running a bottle tombola, hoop-la, and a bran 
tub for the under 10s. 
On Thursday 12th September members meet back at Ash Village Hall for 
a talk by one of our favourite lecturers, Dick Bolton, on his life as a Blue 
Badge Guide – his talks are always informative, interesting and funny. 
The decorated pottery plaques which we enjoyed painting in July, will be 
back and on show; instead of Bloom of the Month, we will be voting for 
the best piece of art work with our loose change, in aid of ACWW 
projects.  
Please don’t forget any Foodbank donations and any surplus produce 
and plants for the trading stall.  
For further information on Ash WI, please contact The President on 01304 
812148 or email jeanryan42@gmail.com 

Jean Ryan – President 

 

mailto:jeanryan42@gmail.com
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Ash Heritage Group 

The Heritage Group Autumn Talk will take place on Thursday 3rd October 
at 7.30pm at Ash Village Hall. 
The talk is titled Neighbours Across the Religious Divide – Coping with 
difference in Reformation east Kent. 
It will be delivered by Dr  Sheila  Sweetingburgh  in Ash Village Hall at 
7.30pm on October 3rd   

Dr Sweetingburgh who  talked to us a while ago and  is coming back due 
to popular demand. £3 entry and refreshments. All welcome. 

 

Ash Art Group  

The group starts back in September in the Ash village hall Library.  
As the Library is extending its hours, it will be on Wednesdays from 
2.30pm until 4.30pm or if preferred Thursday afternoons from 2pm until 
4pm. For more details contact Teresa Tanner on 01304 812 056 or 
email teresatannerartist@gmail.com 
 

The Friends of the Kent and Canterbury Hospital – Ash 
Branch 

 

At the coffee morning held at the village hall on August 3rd we raised 
£47.00 at our stall. Also Marilyn raised £21 on the village safari.  
Thank you everybody for your support 

  Marion Martin 

 
The Arts Society Sandwich 
 
On Monday 2nd September 2019 we will hear a talk on 'John Singer 
Sargeant - Prince of Portraits and More' 
Clyde Binfield discusses the artist who was a paid-up member of the 
cosmopolitan elite.  
“Born in Italy, educated in France, looks like a German, speaks like an 
Englishman and paints like a Spaniard.” His portraits made him, and his 
landscapes rejuvenated him. 
The talk will begin at 8pm in Sandwich Guildhall and refreshments will be 
served from 7.30pm.  
Non-members welcome on payment of a £5 entry fee. 

William Fortescue 

mailto:teresatannerartist@gmail.com
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Chequer Inn Ash 

The pub has now been open for over a month and on the whole the food 
and drink offer has been very well received by the community, visitors 
from the local area and further afield.  
Jan and Craig and their family have worked tirelessly to install the kitchen 
with a streamlined cooking and serving area and develop their systems 
for service.  
The ‘out building’ with new lined walls and ceiling, has been transformed 
into a preparation, pot wash and fridge area.   

Alongside their family of seven, who 
are all working in some capacity in 
the Chequers, the Paytens have 
also employed a number of local 
young people to work in the kitchen, 
property maintenance and front of 
house. Craig hopes to be able to 
sponsor a young person from the 
village who is passionate about 
cooking to take on a training role.  
Craig and Jan, as hospitality 
professionals have been working to 
the specifications of their project 
plan and have informed us that they 
have exceeded their expectations 
by the end of 4 weeks.  
Sunday lunch has been very 
popular by all accounts. 
We have been impressed by their 
achievements in not only reaching 
the Level 5 grade food hygiene 
award. 

Many of you have offered feedback and raised your concerns in particular 
about prices of food and drink.  
The drinks price list, a requirement of the licence should be in place for all 
customers to scrutinise.  
On a local review of beer prices in other establishments the prices at the 
Chequers remain competitive with other similar local establishments. 
Some adjustments have been made following feedback. 
As the dust settles, we are working with Jan and Craig to develop other 
activities on offer in the pub, from luncheon clubs and other meal deals, 
bingo afternoons a range of events.  
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Please let us have any other suggestions as they may have altered since 
our survey in the early days of the campaign…. 2016!  
There is still ongoing work to undertake on the property, but if you have 
visited or even walked by the pub our wonderful flower boxes cannot 
have escaped your attention. Many thanks to Mary and Jude who 
continue to maintain them in our hot summer. 
Re-pointing on the north side and rear of the building, as well as pointing 
of the neighbouring northside boundary wall is planned.  
Gardening parties will be reconvened in October with a programme to get 
the borders in order.  
A hedge is to be planted on the south side border at the request of the 
neighbours who will also pay for the plants and planting.  
Sadly, despite servicing the cooler in the cellar and it receiving a fine bill 
of health prior to opening, it has not been up to the job.  
Consequently, we have agreed to replace it sooner rather than later. This 
is a cost we were not expecting at this stage.  
We have an outline plan to repair the Victorian tea rooms and are working 
on how we can commence this with the help of volunteers. 
 However, it seems once again we are up against the challenges of the 
insurance for our volunteers. 
Finally, by now those of you who are shareholders will have received your 
share certificate and Chequer Inn privilege card. If you have not please 
contact Jane Greaves at chequermates@gmail.com or drop a note into 
28 The Street or telephone 01304 813010.  
The idea for the card has been initiated by Jan and Craig for the society 
shareholders and at their discretion and their terms and conditions. These 
should be available for your perusal by the time you read this.  
It does not signify a ‘members club’ but recognises the contribution you 
have made to saving the pub and consequently your valued custom.  
The Committee involvement has been limited to the distribution of the 
cards as part of data protection. 
Cheers! 

Jane Greaves 

 
Join the Space Chase! 

Children aged four to 11 can join the Summer Reading 
Challenge at Ash Library. This year the challenge 
celebrates the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing. 
Pop into the library to find out more. 

 
 

mailto:chequermates@gmail.com
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The Friends of Elmstone and Preston Churches 
  

Elmstone Village Happy House: The next Happy Hour at Elmstone 
Church will be on Friday 6th September, from 6.30- 7.30pm.  Everyone 
is welcome to this informal, social event which is proving very popular. 
  
Harvest Celebration – Bring and Share Lunch at Shatterling Barn:  
The Friends would like to invite parishoners from Elmstone, Preston and 
Stourmouth and their families and friends to this event on Sunday 22nd 
September, from 12.30- 2.30pm.  We will need to know in advance how 
many people are coming in order to help with catering.  Lists are available 
in church for names of those wishing to come and to sign up with offers of 
food to be brought.    
 
Christmas Tree Festival, St Mildred’s: This will be held on Saturday 7th 
December.  Letters will be going out shortly, inviting local organisations 
and businesses to participate. 

 
Age Concern Sandwich 
 
Do you live in or around Sandwich? Then, why not drop in and see us 
…have a snack or a meal and make some new friends along the way. We 
are located in the centre of town very close to the Guildhall. 
We provide a social lifeline to the over 50’s and whether you come to our 
Centre or prefer to have a meal delivered to your home, we can be of 
help. 

 We have snacks available from 9am to 11am and 2.30pm to 4pm. 

 Lunches are served daily between 12.15 and 11.15pm and cost 
£6.50 for two courses. Please make sure you have booked it first. 

 Beverages are served daily from 9am to 4pm 
How about chicken casserole or poached fish? Followed by apple sponge 
and custard or strawberry mousse? 
Enjoy great food in welcoming surroundings amongst friendly people. 
Our weekly lunch menu is available online or displayed outside the 
centre, so you always know what is cooking. 
Do you have a little time to spare during the week, how about joining our 
volunteer team? We have a range of volunteering opportunities available, 
to find out more please contact Gill Ball email 
agecorecruiter@btinternet.com or phone 07735 556811. 

 

 

mailto:agecorecruiter@btinternet.com
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Benefice and Village Nativity Play 
 
This play will be based on a short section of the Nativity cycle. At present 
there are 10 of us but more would be welcome. 
 If you are interested please get in touch as soon as possible or come to 
one of the September rehearsals and speak to me there. 
Rehearsal in St Nicholas, Ash, after the morning service: 12.15-1.30pm 

 September 1st, 8th, 15th 

 October 6th, 27th 

 November 3rd, 17th, 24th (dress rehearsal) 
We will be performing the Nativity as part of the Christmas service in St 
Nicholas on Sunday 22nd December. Other Sundays in December are 
available for other churches in the Benefice to book – as part of, or a 
replacement for, a morning or evening service. 
Contact patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk  

Pat Coles 

 
 

 

mailto:patricia_coles@hotmail.co.uk
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Garden Jottings for September 
 
This year’s weather has truly been a rollercoaster ride, especially last 
month with soaring temperatures, violent winds and very scarce heavy 
rain showers. Just when we give up hope however we have had just 
enough rain in time to rescue our plants. 
Lawns are surprisingly able to become green again – do mow with a high 
blade preferably twice a week rather than very short once a week. Weed 
and feed can be beneficial to strengthen growth providing it is well-
watered after application. Grass cuttings should not be composted for 2-3 
times after treatment. 
Flowering in borders and containers can be prolonged by regular dead-
heading. Roses can be slightly pruned by cutting down to a lower leaf 
when removing spent blossoms. This is a pleasant task on a lovely 
evening when you can also look for areas that can be improved, to add 
new plants or move around and divide old clumps of Phlox Marguerites 
and Montbretia next month. You can disbud chrysanthemums to give a 
single large bloom by taking out all the small side buds and leaving the 
large central bud. However in most border positions, and for cutting, spray 
chrysanthemums are better left to give more flowers.  
Cuttings can be taken now of Penstemons as these are not always hardy 
in extreme cold, also Lavatera, Rosemary, Salvias, and Hydrangeas. 
Especially good is Annabelle with its huge round lacy white balls which is 
a herbaceous type. 
Place the cuttings 7-8 round the edge of a pot in good open potting 
compost. Cover with a polythene bag and secure with an elastic band. 
Keep the bag of the cuttings with a small stick and shake moisture down 
into the soil every couple of days. After about 8 weeks they should be 
starting to root, but remove the bag and leave them till spring when you 
can pot them individually. 
Cuttings can be used in the garden or shared with others. Annabelle 
especially as been distributed widely originating from David McEwan, so 
our memories of people are always with us through the wonderful world of 
plants and gardening. 
Bulbs should be planted at the end of the month when pots and borders 
are cleared and dead plants put into compost bins. I usually wait as long 
as possible as I hate to clear plants and annuals that still have good 
flower and colour. 
Biennials (Sweet Williams, Canterbury Bells and Foxgloves for example) 
that were sown and planted on earlier in July should be making good 
plants to set out where they are to flower in the Autumn or next Spring. 
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Onions should be ready to harvest although mine have already turned 
their tops over and are now dying in the greenhouse. Carry on lifting 
potatoes and carrots as needed. Cabbages and lettuces can be planted 
after clearing the ground remembering to rotate the crops. Though I find 
that onions do well in the same spot that gets good sunlight but I always 
give more Growmore to the pot when I feed borders and fruit cage. 
Harvest apples and pears keeping only firm good quality fruit to store. 
Tomatoes should be trimmed of excess leaves to allow maximum light to 
ripen them. Green tomatoes can be placed in a brown paper bag with a 
ripe banana or red tomato, where they will soon turn red. Any surplus can 
be made into chutney. 

Any damaged or overripe fruit should 
be added to the compost along with 
kitchen waste and annual weeds. 
Dandelions, Nettle roots and 
Convolvulus should be burnt or 
binned.  
Bonfire ash can be added to the 
compost. Try to alternate soft green, 
such as grass cuttings, with dryer 
material. Newspapers and cardboard 
torn small can be added to stop soft 
greenery from going slimy. It is also 
beneficial to turn the heap 
sometimes to aid the rotting process. 
Hoping for a settled and calm month 
for good gardening. 

Christine Brown 
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Collective Nouns Revisited 
 
Thank you to readers who took the hint that the verses (Parish Magazine, 
August) were “unfinished” and provided me with some new ideas for what 
one reader called The Litany of Lament. 
 
Sadly, A Murder of Crows is already the Collective Noun, but it does take 
on a new meaning. I missed the idea of A Loss of Larks to follow the 
Profit of Pheasants: it would have underlined the fact that thousands are 
bred every year to be shot. (Though it has been argued that shoots do not 
make a profit, and their management helps preserve the countryside.) 
Skylarks, too, up until the early 20th Century were killed for profit: up to 
30,000 were sent every year to the London markets… for food. 
Other birds were killed to protect crops and orchards… a bounty paid on a 
number of species under laws, some dating back to the 16th Century. 
Sparrow and Rat Clubs were set up to keep down “pests”. A tally of kills 
was kept and prizes sometimes awarded for the highest score. A Sussex 
club in 1865 recorded 5,313 sparrow heads. Our Ash archive has the log 
book of the Ash club with lists of kills and points scored. It’s well worth a 
(disturbing) read. 
Elham Rat and Sparrow Club in 1956 reported: 431 sparrows, 19 crows, 
96 magpies, 176 jays and 56 jackdaws. I wonder what the tally of live 
birds would be today.In some clubs, Appledore, for example, the stated 
aim was extermination of “vermin”… though a basic weakness of the 
Vermin Laws was that extermination would have meant the loss of a good 
source or extra income. One bird not to kill was the Golden Goose. 
Things have changed. We no longer eat larks, or Sparrow Pie, and a 
licence is needed to kill birds that are listed as pests. The causes for the 
loss of birds today are different and more complex, and far more likely to 
lead to extermination. So The Litany continues. 
 
A Famine of Falcons 
A Dwindle of Doves 
An Absence of Buzzrds 
A Wastage of Wrens 
 
Unfinished 
 
A footnote: The Guardian, 7th August. Herring Gull population; Fell by 
60% from1968  to 2015. Now on the UK red list of concern. So - not a 
Glut of Gulls.  

Mr P O’Halloran 
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September Reflections  

 

Known as ‘the lungs of the world’ the rainforest is now quickly 
disappearing. It is hoped that people are becoming more aware of the 
importance of not just the rain forest but all trees. 
Green spaces that give shelter, relaxation and a sense of wellbeing are 
important to all communities.  
During the heat in July I had been walking my daughters’ little dog to the 
rec to enjoy the cool beneath the stands of trees there. The limes in 
particular caught my eye with their pale fragile bracts protecting the 
developing fruits the movement of the trees creating different layers of 
colour was just beautiful, so I took a small twig home to draw and the idea 
for this month began:  
Whilst walking in the 
lovely open spaces we 
have in our village I 
started to look more 
closely at the variety of 
trees planted, we are 
incredibly fortunate to 
have all these area with 
beech, oak, lime, maple, 
rowan, Hawthorne, 
hazel, alder and horse 
chestnut, I’m sure there 
are others too! 
The government are 
promoting to plant more 
trees, but, why then in so 
many areas are people 
having to fight to save 
those already 
established and offering 
so much to us and the 
wildlife that depends on 
them. 
Close by, the 
communities around 
Eastry and Worth are 
battling with the proposed developments, but you only have to take a 
short drive around the local area, as well as our own village to see 
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sprawls of houses being erected with little concern for the trees and 
hedgerows that once stood there. 
Next time you walk the rec, or the meadow look up at our beautiful trees 
and be thankful that planners of the past have had ours and our wildlife’s 
interest at heart Lets hope they will last for generations to come.  
Trees featured:  
Hazel; this seems to be a good year for cobnuts or filberts who do not 
always manage to fruit. The trees need to be at least seven years old and 
if hedge cutting prevents the catkins from pollinating no fruit can develop. 
Richard Mabey in ‘food for free’ gives the different names these 
indigenous nuts used in various areas of Britain and discusses the best 
time to pick them, although warns that you will be competing with 
squirrels and Jays. He also suggests ways in which you can store and 
use them. 
Limes; from the Romans onwards limes of various types of lime trees 
have graced avenues and roads, planted for their elegance, shade and 
the scent of the flowers. The common lime may live for 500 years, many 

of our largest ones were planted 
around stately homes in the 18th 
century. They are less popular now 
as a street tree as the aphids that 
feed on the leave cause stickey 
leaf sap to drip, not good for parked 
cars In the USA the timber is know 
as Bas wood, the wood is fine 
grained and is used for carving and 
making musical instruments.  
Ash; this tree was sacred in 
Scandinavia as Yggdrasil; the tree 
of life. Now its wood is prized for its 
strength and pliability, white and 
coarse grained it may be used for 
oars, hockey sticks, axe and 
hammer handles and is a popular 
and versatile tree growing up to 40 
meters.  
Horse Chestnut; These were 
introduced from the Balkans in the 

late 16th century a tree much loved now for its harvest of shinny conkers.  
The game conkers, which gained its name from the winner conquering 
their opponent was originally played with softer cobnuts or fragile snail 
shells. However, once the horse chestnut trees were established their 
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hard and shiny nut became the first choice and soon adopted the name. 
Its timber is light and week but was used in toy-making and early artificial 
limbs.  
Field Maple; Its wood is popular in 
decorative furniture and veneers, it is 
also used in violin making with the 
rippled grain known as fiddle back. 
Stradivarius (1644-1737) first used 
maple as the bridge to support the 
instruments strings, improving the 
quality of the tone.  
Common alder; this tree was known 
and feared throughout Europe and 
the far east, as the wood when cut 
takes on a blood orange- red as if 
bleeding. So, many superstitions 
arose about the alder as with the 
elder. It grows best in damp ground 
and is often used to stabilise river 
banks or to improve poor ground as 
it is able to utilise nitrogen from the 
air which the bacteria on the roots 
release into the soil. When 
seasoned, the wood is durable and yellow and was favoured for clog-
making, shoe soles and broom handles. Dyes can also be made from the 
bark, fruit and leaves.        

Pat Coles      

Source: The Readers Digest Guide to Trees and Shrubs of Britain   
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